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Sire 

Sm  ot  from  that  feelings  of  yanity  by  ^i^hich  some- 
times an  author  is  actuated,  T>vho  through  the  medium 
of  a  hig^h  soundings  dedication  seeks  to  attach  an 
importance  to  his  work ,  to  which  the  intrinsic 
merit  of  the  book  may  not  entitle  it  —  not  to  a 
motive  so  despicable  as  a  hope  of  patronag^e  throug^h 
the  means  of  servile  flattery  of  the  great  —  or. 
from  a  selfish  feeling  of  interest  in  the  anticipation 
of  a  patron's  munificence  j  have  I  been  induced  to 
crave  the  high  honour  of  dedicating  the  pages  of 
my  humble  work   to  your   Serene   Highness.     No, 


my  object  has  been  through  the  sanetion  of  your 
Serene  Highness'  name  to  obtain  for  my  countrymen 
the  most  authentic  information  possible,  in  respect 
to  the  objects  which  my  work  embraces. 

Haying  in  the  prosecution  of  these  efforts  found 
the  utmost  urbanity  of  manners  in  the  officers  of 
government^  united  with  the  most  ingenuous  open- 
ness in  imparting  information ,  having  in  my  re- 
searches found  very  much  to  merit  commendation,  I 
hope  a  perusal  of  my  work,  will  exonerate  me  from 
tjie  suspicion  of  courtly  adulation,    (even  with  the 


most  liberal,)  when  I  express  my  admiration  of 
such  of  the  internal  regalations  of  the  government, 
as  I  hjive  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing^,  and  that 
through  the  medium  of  this  dedication  ^  I  convey 
to  your  Serene  Highness  my  own  and  my  country- 
men's thanks  for  the  protection,  hospitality  and 
kindness  we,  in  common  with  all  visitors  to  the 
baths  of  this  delightful  country  ever  experience, 
the  manifestation  of  which  good  feeling,  I  have 
reason  to  know,  proceeds  from  the  express  wish  of 
your  Serene  Highness. 


That  my  efforts  to  delineate  the  healings  qualities 
of  the  springes  of  Nassau,  to  describe  its  antiquities, 
to  trace  its  history ,  and  to  paint  its  romantic 
beauties,  may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Sovereig^n  of  this  Eden  of  Germany,  is  the  ardent 
wish  of 

ITour  iSerene  Hlshness' 

Most  obedient, 

and  Tery  dcToted  Servant 


PREFACE. 


Ml  had  resided  but  a  few  days  in  Ments ,  \f  ben  sar- 
Teying[  from  my  window  —  gentle  reader  tbe  view  from 
thence  commands  the  glorious  Rhine ,  the  lovely  Main , 
the  Taunas  mountains,  (Switzerland  of  Germany,  in  whose 
embrace  the  fruitful  fields  of  Nassaa  rest),  and  the  lofty 
Melibocus  bounding  the  view  o'er  Darmstadt's  sandy 
plains ,  when  I  resolved  to  make  acqaaintance  with  the 
wide  extended  scene  before  me. 

Quite  analogous  in  feeling  with  the  sentiments  I  enter- 
tained towards  the  natives  of  the  land  was  my  admiration 
of  the  country ,  and  a  few  short  excursions  tending  to 
sharpen  the  edge  of  my  desire  for  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  both,  I  determined  in  the  society  of  the  one» 
and  mid  the  romantic  scenery  of  the  other  to  realize  mj 
wishes. 

As  in  the  kindly  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  there  is 
an  indescribable  magnetic  power,  which  engenders  good 
will  and  creates  a  desire  that  the  seed  of  acquaintance 
may  germinate  in  good  feeling  and  finally  blossom  into 
friendship ;  so  in  the  lovely  scenes  which  nature  here 
unfolds  with  magic  splendour  to  entrance  the  sight,  I 
felt  how  ill  accorded  with  the  beauties  spread  before  me 
the  cold  acquaintance  of  a  day,    and  I  resolved  to  culti-r 
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Tate  a  close  connection  9     a   bond   of  fellowship   with  its 
mountain  heights,  its  lovely  dales,   its  fertile  meads,   its 
silver  streams  and  healing  founts ;    and    mid  the  ruins  of 
its    castles ,     once    so    proudly   frowning  o'er  the  stream ,  - 
to  trace  the  saw  and  legend  of  the  by  -  gone  day. 

An  ardent  love  of  nature  first  induced  the  wish  to 
trace  its  beauties  in  this  highly  favoured  land ;  historic 
records  pointing  to  the  path  victorious  Drusus  trod ,  or 
to  the  spot  where  valiant  Hermann  bled,  propelled  my 
willing  steps;  while  loved  romance,  (the  very  offspring 
of  the  soil),  presented  treasures  to  my  view  in  saws  and 
legends  fairer  than  ever  poet  told  or  minstrel  sung ,  to 
strew  the  path  I  wished  to  tread. 

Having  to  gain  these  different  objects  made  a  pilgrim- 
age exceeding  a  thousand  miles,  and  thereby  gratified 
my  own  desire ,  a  question  somehow  or  other  arose , 
whether  I  should  or  should  not  make  the  result  of  my 
observations  known  to  the  public  for  their  amusement  or 
information. 

Should  the  reader  feel  disposed  to  censure  this ,  as 
an  assumption  of  ability  to  accomplish  either  and  as  a 
proof  of  vanity ,  though  not  inclined  to  shield  myself 
under  the  mantle  that  veils  the  faults  of  others ,  yet , 
surely  I  may  be  allowed  a  small  portion  of  that  weakness 
that  attaches  itself  to  our  very  nature  when  I  see  the 
wholesale  dealers  in  the  commodity  so  inflated  with  this 
human  frailty.  Now  although  a  certain  measure  of  this 
infirmity  may  have  operated  as  an  inducement  with  me 
to  present  my  bantling  to  the  public ,  English  authors 
who    have   written    in   Germany    are   aware  that  this ,    or 
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soin«  other  incentive,  rather  than  remoneration  must  have 
operated  as  a  spur  to  exertion;  and  I  freely  confess  mj 
object  will  be  fully  answered,  if  my  travellinfr  countrymen 
will  but  tahe  the  bantling  in  its  infant  helplessness  un- 
der their  wiog  and  nourish  it  in  its  teens,  till  neath  their 
protection  it  may  grow  into  some  share  of  favonr  with 
the  British  public. 

Led  by  an  amalgamation  of  feelings  gentle  reader, 
long  time  I  argued  with  the  dread  of  failure ,  the  frost 
of  disappointment ,  the  world's  rude  censure ,  and  the 
blight  of  my  ambition,  whether  to  give  mankind  the 
benefit  or  not  of  what  experien9e  had  given  me.  «  Shall 
I  do  it  ?  »  said  yanity  and  interest :  «  Shall  I  leave  it 
undone?*  said  diffidence  and  fear.  «  To  do  it  or  not  to 
do  it ,  that  is  the  question  ?  m  said  prudence ;  but  long 
before  the  argument  was  brought  to  any  close ,  the  pros 
and  cons  had  furnished  me  with  a  fair  title  to  my  work, 
and  u  Doings  and  Undoings  »  was  resolved  upon. 

I  have  sought  through  every  attainable  historic  record 
to  render  my  notices  on  this  interesting  subject  as  cor- 
rect as  possible ,  and  through  the  information  of  nume- 
rous friends,  through  manuscripts  and  oral  communications 
to  present  to  my  readers ,  at  all  events  a  narrative  of 
authentic  facts  ;  but  though  gratefully  alive  to  the  kind- 
ness of  all  who  have  aided  me  in  this  respect,  yet  chiefly  , 
I  feel  myself  indebted  to  my  enlightened  friend  Mr« 
Habel:  An  individual  whose  cultivated  mind  renders  his 
information  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  historian,  anti- 
quary and  the  lover  of  nature. 
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Thus  throu(vli  the  aid  of  every  source  of  information 
within  my  power ,  1  have  sought  to  render  my  humble 
efforts  instructive  to  the  uninformed  on  the  subjects  my 
work  embraces ;  in  its  analysis  of  the  springes  of  Nassau 
to  make  it  useful  to  the  invalid ,  and  in  its  prog^ress 
through  this  land  of  beauty  and  romance  to  give  amuse- 
ment to  the  lover  of  the  saw  and  legend  of  the  days 
gone -by;  and  in  delineating , the  customs  and  manners  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country ,  afford  the  traveller  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  the  people ,  as  he  passes  through  this  Elysium  of 
Germany. 

I  have  in  the  course  of  my  work  introduced  some 
poetry  illustrative  of  the  scenery  and  circumstances  which 
I  met  with  on  my  tour,  these  generally  have  been  set  to 
music  very  delightfully  by  G.  Kossmaly ,  a  composer  of 
celebrity,  and  will  hereafter  be  presented  to  the 'public, 
one  or  two  pieces  beautifully  composed  by  T.  Severn 
were  published  some  time  back,  and  s,hould  the  present 
undertaking  only  merit  a  tithe  of  the  praise  bestowed 
by  public  reviewcs  on  tho^e  simple  productions^  I  shall 
feel  satisfied  my  time  has  not  been. quite  uselessly  employed 
in  the  «  Doings  »  here  presented  to  the  reader  by. 

Mentz,    1837. 

Tlie  autlior.    , 
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isrTRomrcJTioiv. 

«  JLo  what?  a  tonr  tbrongh  the  Dakedom  of  Nassaa 
and  the  countries  immediately  adjacent  to  it!  —  what  of 
information  can  there  possibly  be  in  such  a  recital?  how 
barren  of  interest  must  be  a  tour  through  a  country 
not  much  larger  than  a  few  English  counties ,  and  what 
incidents  of  interest  can  an  author  find  in  such  a  Lillipn* 
tian  realm  to  engender  one  soft  sentiment ,  or  sufficiently 
pungent  to  keep  alive  curiosity  for  an  hour?  »' 

Gentle  reader  let  me  entreat  you  to  peruse  the  pages 
of  this  unassuming  work,  and  reserve  till  its  close  the 
severity  of  your  censure ;  for  though  I  introduce  you  not 
to  those  stupendous  works  of  art,  the  awe  -  creating,  pyra- 
mids of  Egypt , ' —  though  I  lead  you  not  through  the 
streets  and  halls  of  Pompei  or  Ilerculaneum ,  yet  I  hope 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  magnificent  remnants  of 
Boman  greatness  which  this  interesting  country  presents 
to  your  view  at  every  step,  and  invite  you  to  wander 
with  me  o'er ,  if  not  through ,  the  streets  and  halls  of  a 
Roman's  home« 

I  pretend  not  to  submit  to  your  view  romantic  scenery 
equal  in  grandeur  with  the  falls  of  Niagara ,  rivers  magni« 
ficent  as  the  Chesapeake  or  Ohio  -^  I  presume  not  to 
compare  the  mountains  of  the  Taunus  with  the  Alps  of 
Italy ,  or  the  Pyrenees  of  Spain ;  but  what  my  picture 
may  fail  in  grandeur  —  what  the  Rhine,  the  Lahn,  and 
Nahe  may  be  deficient  in  majesty ,  they  exceed  in  loveli- 
ness, and  surpass  in  historical  interest  those  gigantic 
streams. 
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2  THE  TAUNTS. 

Tiiat  my  review  of  the  antiqaities  of  this  coantry  may 
please  my  readers  universally  is  not  to  be  anticipated,  —  'tis 
too  dry  a  subject  for  many ;  • —  that  the  historical  facts 
connected  vi^ith  these  monuments  of  by  gone  greatness  may 
have  an  attraction  for  the  generality  of  men  is  not  to  be 
looked  for;  the  absorbing  interest  of  more  recent  and 
overwhelming  events  has  deadened  the  appetite  for  the 
histories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  in  the  deeds  of  Napo- 
leon and  Wellington  the  victories  of  Drusus  and  Hermann 
are  forgotten.  —  Yet  difficult  as  may  be  the  task ,  it  shall 
be  my  effort,  in  leading  the  reader  o'er  the  fields  of  their 
exploits,  to  awaken  an  interest  even  for  the  land  in  which 
they  stuggled ;  the  one  for  conquest,  the  other  for  liberty ; 
and  thereby  to  introduce  my  countrymen  to  a  country  as  re^ 
dundant  in  the  beauties  of  nature  as  it  is  rich  in  the  mo- 
numents of  former  greatness;  —  a  climate  as  bless'd  for  its 
salubrity  as  it  is  prolific  in  those  gifts  of  a  beneficent 
providence,  which  it  owes  to  the  operations  of  such  a  cli- 
mate ;  and  through  a  land  so  rude  in  health ,  that  scarce- 
ly can  he  set  his  foot  upon  its  soil ,  but  neath  his  tread 
some  fount  of  health  is  trickling  forth;  while  on  each  lofty 
rock  the  mouldering  remnant  of  some  castle  tower,  the 
seat  of  feudal  lord  or  robber-knight,  frowns  from  its  lofty 
seat,  and  tells  the  saw  or  legend  of  the  times  long  past; 
and  to  make  Englishmen  familiar  with  the  character  9  man* 
ners^  and  habits  of  a  people,  who  are  as  renowned  in 
history  for  their  valorous  exploits ,  and  are  as  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  the  former ,  as  they  are  justly  esteemed 
for  the  hospitality  and  simplicity  of  the  latter, 

^Almost  evei^y  author  in  the  preface  to  the  works  with 
which  he  may  seek  to  enlighten  the  world ,  e^enerally  obli- 
ges the  public  and  his  friends  with  some  reason  or  other 
why  he  thus  endeavours  either  to  instruct  or  amuse  them. 
Not  unfrequently  he  assures,  that,  (perhaps  luckily  for  his 
work)   ever  greedy  public,   that  the  bantling  was  hatched 
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wUle  tbe  author  was  recumbent  on  tbe  bed  of  sickness  | 
and  directly  be  bss  tbe  sensitiire ,  the  romantic ,  and  tbe 
sentimental  reader  for  bis  friend.  Anotber  avows  bis  only 
motive  for  submitting  bis  pages  to  tbe  iudalgent  conside* 
ration  of  a  feeling  public,  was  for  tbe  purpose  of  relieving 
tbe  wants  of  an  indigent  family ;  and  sure  as  fate  be  en* 
lists  tbe  cbaritably  disposed  —  fortunately  for  many  an 
autbor  a  ratber   extensive  part  of  tbe  reading  community , 

or •  •  •  •  .       Anotber  with  becoming  dimdence 

tells  bis  friends ,  bis  was  tbe  oJOTspring  of  bis  infant  muse, 
—  inevitably  tbe  juvenile  part  of  mankind  fraternize  witb, 
and  are  bis  friends ;  wbilc  tbe  very  old,  wbo  perhaps  may 
experience,  without  being  aware  of  it,  certain  indications 
of  returning  infancy,  with  an  excusable  weakness  have 
a  fellow  feeling  with  tbe  puerile  author;  and  thus  be  es* 
capes  with  only  school  -  boy  stripes :  but  tbe  greater  num- 
ber of  these  petitioners  for  grace,  these  applicants  for 
mercy  at  tbe  bands  of  reviewers ,  critics  etc.  assure  their 
readers  that  they  have  alone  been  induced  to  submit  their 
works  to  an  indulgent,  but  impartial  and  enlightened  pub* 
lie,  —  that  public  ever  so  well  disposed  to  regard  with 
lenity  tbe  maiden  effort  of  an  bumble  aspirant  for  literary 
fame  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion ,  at  the  request  of  some 
too  partial  friends.  Reader  I  claim  not  exemption  from 
criticism  from  either  of  these  incentives  to  write  or  pub- 
lish my  bantling :  —  a  favourite  term  with  young  authors. 
I  neither  wrote  when  my  faculties  were  impaired  by  bodily 
infirmity,  (in  proof  whereof  I  walked  nearly  1,000  miles 
this  summer  to  obtain  the  materials  for  my  work ;  nor  do 
I  claim  indulgence  of  tbe  charitably  disposed;)  falsely 
avowing,  that  actuated  by  motives  of  philanthrophy  I  have 
published  my  book  for  the  interest  or  benefit  of  others , 
or  at  the  urgent  request  of  too  partial  friends ;  and  as  to 
the  refuge  which  others  seek  from  the  lash  of  the  critic, 
under  tbe   plea   of  having  written  the  morceau  While  the 

1* 
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mental  capabilities  were  in  the  hud:  the  parish  register 
tells  a  tale  which  would  invalidate  the  plea  should  I  be 
weak  enough  to  advance  it :  therefore  without  attempting 
to  shield  myself  from  fair  criticism  under  these ,  or  any 
other  plea  whatever ,  all  I  request  is  « fair  play , »  and 
that  my  many  faults  may  be  visited  with  the  punishment 
they  deserve,  only  hoping  the  lash  of  censure  may  not  be 
converted  into  the  knout  of  persecution. 

/Walker  defines  the  word  pet  9  thus.  —  « An  animal 
much  fondled ;  a  favourite.  »  —  Now  whether  in  catering 
for  the  amusement  and  information  of  the  public ,  my 
«  doings  and  undoings  •  may  entitle  me  to  the  term  favou- 
rite 3  and  I  become  this  fondled  animal ,  is  yet  a  matter 
in  the  womb  of  time  5  but  at  all  events  I  promise  my 
friends  I  will  d9  nothing  intentionally  to  undo  me  in  their 
good  opinion. 

Healthy   amu&ementy   and  information  being  the    object 
of  my  journey ,    and  having  attained  during  my  excursions 
an  ample  measure    of  each ,    I  recommend  to  the  public , 
not  so  much  my  work  itself,    as  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived  from  a  pilgrimage  to    the   founts  of  the   first,*  the 
sources  of  the  second,  and  the  streams  of  the  last.    Gould 
the  nervous ,    the  splenetic ,    and  the  too  well  fed  part  of 
the  community,  only   be  induced  to    follow   my   example ; 
the  bracing  of  the  nerves ,    the  dispersing  of  spleen ,    and 
the  reduction  of  corpulency,  the  natural  result  of  too  great 
indulgence ,  would  be  the  result. 

Schiller  says  the  public  is  a  a  many  headed  animal,  n 
/Now,  if  as  such  it  is  to  be  regarded,  it  behoves  an  author 
to  provide  food  adapted  to  the  digestive  organs  of  an  ani- 
mal in  which  a  diversity  of  tastes  may  exist.  I  therefore 
recommend  to  the  robust ,  or  those  who  would  be  so ,  a 
visit  to  the  pure  clime  and  romantic  scenery  of  Nassau;  — 
To  the  historian  and  antiquary  a  tour  over  the  Taunns  — 
to  the  admirer  of  romance  the    saws  and  legends  of  the 
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Castles  of  tbe  Rbine ,  Labn ,  and  Nabe ,  and  to  the  lover 
of  bis  species  an  acquaintance  witb  a  people ,  possessed 
of  all  tbose  amiable  qualities  irbicb  exalt  tbem  to  so  bigb 
a  rank  amongst  tbe  nations  of  Europe ;  and  tbns  I  sbal] 
Lope,  if  not  by  tbe  literary  merit  of  my  work^  yet  to 
bave  provided  food  for  tbis  voracious  animal,  in  tbe 
shape  of  Health ,  amusement  or  information, 

Tbe  less  an  author  says  of  himself,  bis  private  affairs, 
or  bis  motives  for  obtruding  himself  as  such  upon  tbe 
public  ,  generally  the  better ,  for  unless  through  peculiar 
circumstances  rendered  either  celebrated  or  notorious , 
this  same  public  is  alike  uninterested  in  his  history ;  and 
perfectly  indifferent  whether  happily  for  himself  he  occu- 
pies an  Abbotsford,  or  is  necessitated  to  spin  out  his 
wits  at  a  penny  a  line  in  some  garret  of  tbe  metropolis. 
I  shall  therefore  be  as  brief  in  alluding  to  myself  as  pos- 
sible ,  and  having  in  my  pireface  stated  the  cause  which 
induced  me  to  undertake  my  tour  of  tbe  Taunus ,  narrate 
tbe  simple  motive  for  my  being  a  resident  in  tbis  country. 

As  in  our  language  there  is  a  word,  comfort,  that 
admits  not  of  translation  into  any  other,  properly  to 
define  its  meaning;  so  is  there  one  in  the  German  tongue 
as  difficult  of  definition  to  us,  which  I  shall  endeavour 
to  elucidate  by  an  anecdote,  at  once  explanatory  of 
Gemuthlichkeit ,  and  as  one  of  my  motives  for  prefer ing 
this  country  for  tbe  education  of  my  family. 

A  resident  in  Germany  during  tbe  eventful  period  of 
Napoleon's  subjugation  of  a  great  part  of  tbe  country,  I 
bad  frequently  an  opportunity  of  profiting,  in  my  rather 
comfortless  situation,  from  tbe  kindness  and  good  feeling  of 
tbe  natives;  and  as,«particularly  in  youth,  kindness  makes 
a  deep  and  lasting  impression,  so  tbe  friendly  disposition 
of  heart  manifested  on  all  occasions  towards  me ,  created 
a  correspondent  feeling,  and  engendered  a  regard  which 
subsequent  kindness  has    fully  justified,    and  daily    aug* 


-..v.,vv.     vAk    i^^^^i^^  *  **^  tidectcd  from  a  longr  <jata. 
^^.     .  -vvv  -.  Xi^iHat*  «*  iospitalily. 

H^v^^     H*<^SH;^  rinrt  %*  ••tlerUke  a  journey  on  foot  from 

>^^^.v.  N^  M^  ^>^«H^  wli*«  <inite  a  striplingr,  and  with  as 

w.,.Kv.  V  A*^**^  ^  ^^^  lanffuaffc  as  I  possessed  funds 

*^   ^\  vV^J**''**^  fca\«f  *®®  j^st  recovered  from  a  rather 

\  K^^  jj^n^j^-jix- ^  wl^ic'h  left  me  hardly  strength  to  encounter 

v^    |jifct>»^f  J  rff*"**^  ^f  faliffiift  nnd  cold,  it  hcing  at  Eastcr  and 

^    ^^«|)M^  rtfj  utTere,   my  buoyant  spirits  almost  sunk 

A||^^  M«%   wli«tt  OB  rising  on   the  second  morning  of  my 

t  fowiid  the  ground  covered  vrith  snow,  and  the  whole 

before  me  enveloped  in  a  thick  mist.     I  had  walked 

tke  day  previous  from  Brunswick  to  Halberstadt  —  forty 

milci*  *— '  Afy  intention   was  to  have  proceeded  this  dkj  as 

far  as  Rdnnern,  the  same  distance  as  on  the  previous  day, 

and  passing  the  Prussian  university  of  Halle  reach  Leipsic 

the  following  day,    but  circumstances  induced  me  to  alter 

ny  plan,  and  to  direct  my  course  by  Ermsleben,  Eisleben 

and  Merseburgk      I   had  proceeded   but   a   short   distance 

from  Halberstadt ,    my  feet  wet  from  snow ,    blistered  too 

from  my  previous  day's  journey ,  faint  and  dispirited  from 

fatigue  and  indisposition ,   when   I  was   overtaken  by  two 

peasants  proceeding   in   the   direction   I  was  going  in   an 

empty  waggon.     To  my  request  to  be   permitted   to  ride, 

they    readily   assented,    and    so   incapable    did  I    feel   of 

exertion,  that  although  their  road  was   a  different  one  to 

that  I  proposed  taking,  I  nevertheless  determined  rather  to 

alter  my  rout  than  lose  the  opportunity.  '  After  journeying 

thus   some  distance  with  the  peasants  I  was  necessitated 

to  make  an  effort  to  descend.  —  I  say  make  an  effort,  for 

my  feet  were  so    affected  by   frost  that   I.  could  scarcely 

stand ,    as  the  men  turned  froiA  the  high  road   to  proceed 

to  their  village.  With  indescribable  pain  I  at  length  reached 

the    Tillage     of  Ermsleben    determining   there  to  remain. 

I  felt  I  required  medical  aid    —  I  felt  I    possessed  not 
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the  means  of  obtainin[|^  it,  and  my  youthful  spirit  sunk  into 
despondency.  Reaching,  after  considerable  suffering  and 
fatigue  the  place,  the  fifst  individual  I  met  I  accosted 
with  a  request,  that  he  would  inform  me  where  I  couM 
find  the  nearest  public  house.  Raising  a  face,  almost  hid 
in  the  huge  fur  collar  of  his  coat,  he  regarded  me  with 
an  expression  of  commiseration  which  spoke  volumes  of 
good  feeling  and  benevolence,  and  thus  replied  to  my 
question.  '« You  are  a  foreigner ,  are  ill  too ,  whence 
come  you?  »  i  informed  him  of  my  country,  of  the  na- 
ture of  my  sufferings ,  and  of  my  proposed  journey.  The 
excellence  of  his  heart  beamed  from  his  eye ,  as  stretching 
forth  the  hand  of  welcome  he  said.  « Poor  boy ,  come 
with  me,  Fm pastor  of  the  place,. my  cloth  is  spread,  you 
shall  share  my  meal,  and  we'll  see  what  can  be  done  for 
you  ?  j»  then  leading  me  by  the  hand,  the  good  Samaritan 
conducted  me  to  the  parsonage  house.  I  was  directly  put 
to  bed,  the  proper  means  resorted  to,  to  bring  back  anima- 
tion to  my  frozen  limbs,  I  was  nourished,  fed,  nursed, 
and  attended  with  the  solicitude  and  kindness ,  not  of  a 
stranger,  but  of  a  friend  or  relative.  —  In  a  couple  of  days 
I  was  permitted  to  depart  in  the  chaise  of  the  excellent 
divine ,  with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  a  friend  in 
Eisleben  —  thence  I  proceeded  to  Herseburg,  similarly 
accomiuodated ,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  reach  the  place 
of  my  destination.  To  this  individual  I  consider  myself 
indebted,  not  only  for  hospitality,  not  only  for  brotherly 
love  and  affection ,  but  perhaps  for  the  preservation  of  my 
limbs«  Thirty  years  have  nearly  elapsed,  since  this  good 
Samaritan ,  this  true  disciple  of  his  heavenly  master ,  fol- 
lowing his  divine  example,  evinced  in  his  own  person  the 
purity  of  his  doctrine,  in 'his  feeling  for  suffering  huma- 
nity —  thirty  years  I  say  have  almost  passed  o'er  my 
head  since  this  transaction ;  and  yet  fresh  as  the  green  v 
of  spring ,    or  aa  the  occurrences  of  yesterday  is  impresee4 
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upon  my  mind  and  heart  each  word,  each  look  and  action 
of  this  most  excellent  man ;  for  gratitude  has  too  deeply 
engraven  the  record  of  his  hindiiess  on  my  heart,  that  time 
Ae  destroyer  of  aught  else  can  obliterate  the  writing  from 
my  memory.  This ,  and  a  thousand  such  proofs  of  good 
feeling  engendered,  in  my  heart  a  love  for  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  should  I  by  some  be  considered  enthu- 
siastic in  the  expression  of  my  regard;  in  extenuation  of 
my  fault  it  must  be  recollected,  these  are  the  impressions 
of  youth  —  at  once  the  most  fervent,  the  most  enduring. 
From  this  period,  passing  through  the  various  vicisitu- 
des  to  which  humanity  is  ^subject,  and  perhaps  according 
to  the  general  ideas  of  man ,  having  more  whereof  to 
complain  than  to  rejoicq , .  I  yet  in  the  troubles  to  which 
I  was  subject  found  more  to  be  thankful  for,  than  to  feel 
dissatisfied  with;  altho'  in  the  pursuit  I  had  selected, 
(farming),  I  daily  saw  from  the  ruinous  reduction  of  prices 
in  all  agricultural  produce  after  the  peace ,  what  must 
be  the  result  of  the  unnatural  station,  or  system  to  which 
the  war  had  brought  the  yeoman ;  in~  regard  to  his  own 
ideas  and  habits,  and  his  relations  with  landlord  and 
clergy.  Without  regard  to  the  future ,  the  yeoman ,  not 
imagining  a  return  to  peace  might  alter,  (with  the  prices 
of  the  produce  of  the  soil , )  his  prospects  ,  unfortunately 
found  how  erroneous  had  been  his  calculations.  -^  His 
own ,  and  the  expensive  habits  of  his  family  he  now  found 
it  difficult  to  alter,  —  high  prices  had  introduced  luxury,  and 
luxury  had  banished  the  industrious  and  frugal  habits  of  his 
forefathers.  The  landlord  who  in  his  rent  had  taken  care 
to  progress  with  the  advanced  value  of  farm  produce ;  the 
parson  whose  lynx  eye ,  ever  alive  to  the  loaves  and  •- 
fishes ,  had  in  his  composition  for  tithe  looked  with  a 
partial  eye  more  to  mine  than  thine,  had  bound  their  tenants 
down  by  long  leases ;  the  fulfilment  of  which  in  too  many 
instances  (to  the  total  ruin  of  the  poor  farmer)  were  rigo- 
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rously  exacted.  Participating  in  the  dititress,  and  sbaring 
in  the  tLonghtlessness  of  my  neigbbours,  I ,  like  tboosands 
of  my  countrymen,  weigbed  down  by  tbis  transition  from 
war  to  peace ,  baving  too  a  family  to  bring  np ,  and  to 
educate,  wbicb  was  tbe  dearest  consideration  of  my  beart, 
determined  witb  my  limited  means  to  remove  to  tbis  conn- 
try  ;  particularly  as  tbe  musical  studies  of  my  son  ,  edu- 
cating for  tbat  profession  in  wbicb  bis  grandfather  bad 
stood  preeminently  great,  could  bere,  my  means  considered, 
be  better  advanced  tban  in  my  native  land.  I  bave  in  no 
respect  been  deceived  in  my  anticipations.  I  find  tbe  Ger- 
man ,  in  character  and  feelings  what  be  was  twenty  years 
back  —  and  I  recommend  my  countrymen  emigrating  to 
distant  regions ,  perhaps  to  new  settlements  in  the  new 
world ,  and  relinquishing  tbe  blessings  of  society,  perhaps 
to  toil  for  years  before  a  ray  of  comfort  illumes  their  exile, 
to  reflect,  whether  it  would  not  be  preferable  to  enjoy, 
for  the  interest  of  the  capital  they  perhaps  take  witb  them, 
a  life  of  ease  and  comfort  in  a  country  like  this.,  bless'd 
by  every  gift  of  nature  and  redundant  in  enjoyment.  Tbe 
objects  I  bave  bad  in  view  in  selecting  this  country  as  my 
home  for  a  few  years  being  explained,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary that  I  refer  the  reader  to  my  preface ,  for  my  motives 
for  presenting  these  pages  to  the  notice  of  the  public , 
for  tbe  origin  of  which  I  am,  (perhaps  the  public  will  not 
feel  a  like  obligation),  indebted  to  my  first  short  journey 
to  the  country  of  Epstein,  having  started  on  the  1st  of 
January  last  year  for  tbis  miniature  Switzerland. 

Mentz ,    1st  January  1837, 
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Ice  on  tlie  RMne.  Disappointed  ambition,  A  smootii  siirfaec' 
Castel.  Biberieli.  Tolerance.  Schierstein.  Salutkry  measure. 
Farm  of  Nurnberf^.  Frauenstein.  Castle  Frauenstein.  Saw  of  tbe 
plane-tree.  A  chinless  beauty.  A  loyely  prospect.  Geor(renborn. 
Education.  Schlangenbad.  Tbe  neryous  and  the  fanciful. 
Analysis  of  the  waters.     Pardonable  Tanity. 


B  t  was  a  bitter  cold  morning  on  which  we  departed ,  my 
elder  son  was  with  me ,  for  a  pedestrian  tour  for  Epstein, 
Konigpstein  and  the  lofty  Feldberg.  The  Rhine  was  corered 
with  floating;  ice,  the  bridge  of  boats  had  been  removed 
since  several  days ,  and  the  boatmen  experienced  a  diffi* 
culty  in  propelling  the  cumbrous  boat  over.  We  had  eight  men 
on  board,  and  after  an  hour's  toil  they  contrived  to  bring 
us  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream.  I  shall  not  here 
attempt  an  account  of  the  lovely  valley  of  Epstein,  or  of 
its  ruined  Castle,  I  shall  only  say  that  attracted  by  its 
beauties  ,  even  when  winter  had  deched  its  loveliest  scenes 
in  the  mantle  of  sadness ,  I  resolved  after  passing  a  couple 
of  days  amid  its  snow  clad  hills,  to  return  when  clothed 
in  the  vernal  garb  of  spring.  My  object  was  ( if  possible ) 
to  accomplish  that  which  no  one,  that  I  ever  heard  of, 
had  surmounted,  —  the  difficulty  of  ascending  at  this  time 
of  the  year  this  lofty  mountain ,  and  view  from  its  summit 
the  rising  of  the  sun.  After  surveying  the  ruins  of  the 
once  mighty  Konigstein  on  the  previous  evening ,  which 
with  this  neighbourhood  generally  will  be  hereafter  des- 
cribed,   we  attempted  the  following  morning  Before  day 
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light  to  ascend  the  majestic  monarch  of  the  Tannus.    Vain 
was    the   effort,    and  yet  though  toiling  frequently   ap  to 
the  midclje  in  snow,    I  would  not  gire  up  the  effort,    till 
our  guide ,  declared  it  dangerous  to  proceed ,  and  declined 
his    further  attendance.     Baffled   in  the    attempt    we   des- 
cended ,    passed    through    Falkenstein ,     Gronenhnrg    and 
Soden,  (the  two  latter  places  much  frequented  on  account 
of  their  mineral  springs, )  walked  through  the  lorely  valley 
of  Lorshach,  and  after  a  night's  rest  at  Epstein,  proceeded, 
sometimes  with  the  aid   of  all  fours ,    over  the  ice  bound 
hills  which  enclose  this  little  Paradise,  and  bent  our  steps 
for  M entz.    The  difficulty  of  our  passage  was  now  much  in- 
creased ,  the  ice  at  times  seemed  to  defy  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  boatmen,  and  we  were  nearly  two  hours  in  getting 
across.    The  difficulties  we  had  encountered  tended  but  to 
wet   my  desire  to  traverse   the    whole    of  this  interesting 
country,    and  on  the  i4th  of  May  I  buckled  on  my  knap* 
sack,  and  again  in  search  of  the  romantic,  the  picturesque 
and  the  antique,  crossed  the  lovely  Rhine  —  lovely  indeed, 
for  what  a  contrast  did  it  present  to  my  view  —  Instead 
of  the  floating  masses  of  ice ,  (which  as  they  came  in  con- 
tact with   each  other  gave  forth   a  startling  sound,    which 
through  the  passage    of  the  ear  conveyed  a  chill   even  to 
the  heart ) ,    the    glassy   bosom  of  the  stream ,    without  a 
ripple  to  disturb  its  azure  surface  now  glided  on  in  peace. 
Passing  through  Gastel,  immediately  opposite  to,  and  from 
its    strong  fortifications   forming  the  defence  of  Mentz  on 
the  German  side  of  the  river ,    particularly  the  bombproof 
and  almost   impregnable  fort  erected  by  the    members  of 
the   confederation  in   1855,   we  diverged  directly  to   the 
left  along  the  banks   of  the  River  by  the  footpath  to  Bi- 
berich ,  a  favourite  walk  of  the  good  people  of  Mentz.    By 
the   bye  I  should  observe  that  this  Gastel  is  alone  noto- 
rious for  miserable  houses,  dirty  streets,  a  villanous  pave 
ment  3  and  a  population  of  daring   smugglers ,    and  polite 
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coachmen;  for  by  tlie  letting  of  carriages  these  peo])le 
almost  live ;  the  expence  of  passing  the  bridge  with  a 
carriage  being  such ,  that  the  inhabitants  of  M c^tz  ,  and 
strangers  wishing  to  visit  Frankfort ,  the  baths  of  Nassau, 
or  indeed  any  part  of  Germany  prefer  walking  across  the 
bridge  and  engaging  a  chaise  in  Gastel  to  taking  one  from 
the  town ;  thus  the  chief  emolument  of  the  people  is  deri- 
ved from  this  source. 

The  walk  from  M entz  to  Biberich  is  lovely  as  the  ima- 
gination well  can  paint  —  the  scenery  on  both  banks  of 
the  Rhine  sublimely  magnificent  —  the  embowered  islands 
enfolded  in  the  embrace  of  their  parent  stream  • —  the  dis- 
tant view  of  the  mountains  of  the  Taunus  —  the  lovely 
situated  villages  scattered  on  the  margin  of  the  stream  — - 
the  cool  breezes  which  fan  him  who  wanders  on  its  banks, 
all  combine  to  render  beautiful  —  nay  captivating  this 
charming  walk.  I  fear  though  the  inirth  inspiring  cup  of 
the  Rheingau  has  quite  as  great  a  charm  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Mentz  as  the  beauties  of  nature.  These  people , 
born  in  the  lap  of  plenty ,  surronnded  by  every  object  of 
enjoyment,  appear  but  to  live  for  pleasure.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Rhine  provinces  seem  not  to  regard  pleasure  as  a 
relaxation  from  toil,  but  as  the  business  of  life,  and  its 
enjoyment  not  as  a  sweetener  of  care  but  as  a  necessary 
of  existence  :  but  of  this  hereafter.  Nothing  can  be  more 
enchanting  than  the  situation  of  the  palace  of  the  Duke  of 
Nassau  at  Biberich,  whether  in  respect  to  its  superb  front 
view  on  the  Rhine,  and  its  opposite  banks  ;  or  the  magni- 
ficent prospect  of  the  Taunus  mountains  stretching  beyond 
its  lovely  English  gardens  and  grounds,  which  it  commands 
from  the  back.  Through  these  enchanting  grounds ,  and 
beneath  a  magnificent  alley  of  chesnut  trees  of  surprising 
beauty,  permission  is  granted  by  the  Duke  to  all  respec- 
table persons  to  walk  to  the  village  of  Mosbach.  Here  in 
the  puUie  gardejis-  of  one   of  the  Inns  the  inhabitants  of 
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Ments  assemble,  particularly  on  Sundays,  the  ladies  to 
partake  of  excellent  coffee  ^  converse  on  the  news  of  the 
day,  knit  stockings,  (a  favourite  employment,)  and  the  gentle- 
men to  enjoy  their  wine,  and  luxuriate  in  the  fumes  of 
tobacco.  At  the  moderate  charge  of  three  pence  p.  head 
you  are  conveyed  in  a  boat  down  the  stream  ,  which  is  a 
pleasant  mode  of  proceeding  to  the  village  of  Biberich , 
if  yon  prefer  it  to  the  walk;  though  to  return  by  the 
same  conveyance  is  at  once  wearisome  and  painful,  from 
the  difficulty  of  ascending  against  the  stream,  and  the 
unpleasant  feeling  attached  to  being  drawn  by  a  fellow 
creature  on  land  by  a  line  fastened  from  the  boat  to  his 
person.  Adjoining  these  gardens  there  is  a  great  traffic 
on  the  road  to  Wiesbaden  ,  which  during  the  summer  is 
rendered  agreeable  from  the  number  of  visitors  to  this  cele- 
brated bathing  place  passing  to  and  fro.  The  palace  of 
Biberich  was  erected  in  the  conHnencement  of  the  past 
century,  during  the  lives  of  the  princes  John  and  George 
Augustus,  and  bears  evident  indications  of  the  good  taste 
of  the  architect,  and  of  the  judgement  of  the  projector, 
in  the  selection  of  its' situation  —  nothing  can  be  more  beau- 
tiful. The  palace  which  is  built  of  the  red  stone  of  the 
country  consists  of  a  circular  buildiug,  to  which  you 
ascend  by  a  double  flight  of  stone  steps ,  and  of  wings , 
with  a  side  frontage  towards  the  road  leading  to  Schier* 
stein.  To  all  respectable  persons  on  application  the  pa- 
lace is  shewn ,  and  it  well  merits  the  notice  of  the  curious 
in  such  matters ;  but,  as  for  my  taste  the  least  vestage  of 
Roman  greatness,  has  greater  charms  than  the  modern 
palaces  of  royalty,  and  the  romantic  scenery  of  nature 
more  attractions  than  the  beauties  of  art ,  the  reader  must 
be  satisfied  with  my  account 

Of -monntain »  hill ,  dale ,  rock  and  stream , 
The  Roman  fort,  or  mouldVing  pile. 


14  THE  TAUNUS. 

.  A  sad  still  record  of  tho  ^eat. 
Slid  smiling;  fields,  and  peaceful  groves. 


My  love  of  nature  leading  me  rather  to  prefer  the 
cottage  of  the  peasant  to  the  palace  of  the  prince ,  (  only 
Lecaase  we  contemplate  less  of  art  in  the  one  than  in  the 
other, )  -I  prefer'd  commissioning  my  son  to  suryey  its  in- 
terior to  doing  it  myself;  hut  an  instance  of  the  liberal 
feeling  of  the  dnke,  to  which  he  was  witness  on  attending 
the  chapel  in  the  palace ,  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning ; 
and  which  bright  example,  w^^^^  some  of  our  own  conser- 
yatiyes  follow  it,  would  tend  not  a  little  to  heal  the 
wounds  of  poor  Ireland.  The  prince  is  a  member  of  the 
protestant  church ,  himself  and  family  regular  attendants 
on  its  duties,  yet  permits  catholic  seryice  to  be  performed 
in  the  chapel  eyery  Sunday,  before  that  of  the  Lutheran 
form  of  worship.  Before  proceeding  with  my  journey  I 
will  only  remark  that  from  Mosbach  to  Wiesbaden  is  not 
much  aboye  a  mile  distant ,  the  road  lined  with  fruit 
trees;  affording  at  once  shade  and  enjoyment  to  the  be- 
holder, in  the  lovely  blossom  of  spring,  or  the  abundant 
fruit  of  autumn ;  while  the  magnificent  chain  of  mountains 
extending  before  you  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach ;  the 
general  luxuriance  of  the  soil,,  and  the  serenity  of  the 
atmosphere,  imparts  a  charm  to  the  whole  scene  not  easily 
defined.  Leaving  Wiesbaden  and  its  beauties,  animate 
and  inanimate ,  for  ~  future  consideration ,  it  is  time  I 
return  to  my  tour,  which,  passing  the  front  of  the  palace 
of  Biberich  by  the  road  which  leads  to  the  Rheingan,  and 
the  baths  of  Schlangenbad,  Schwalbach  and  Ems,  conducts 
directly  to  Schierstein ;  considered  the  key  of  the  lovely 
Rheingan,  and  luxuriant  in  fruit,  corn  and  wine. 

Here  we  paid  a  visit  to  a  gentleman  whose  acquaintance 
I  had  had  the  pleasure  of  making ,  and  who  resting  from 
his  honourable  labours   was   passing    the  evening  of  his 
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days  in  peaceful  retirement,  on  a  pension  granted  him  by 
the  goYernment,  the  reward  of  meritorioas  services  — - 
wonld  tJiat  all  pensions  were  as  deserredly  bestowed,  and 
as  well  employed ! 

By  the  bye  there  exist  in  this  country  one  of  the  most 
salutary  measures  that  can  well  be  imafi^ined,  and  which 
eyinces  in  a  {^eat  degree  the  Solicitude  of  the  goTcrnraent 
for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  diJOTerent  members  of  its 
administration  in  every  office  and  situation.  This  wise  in- 
stitution is  denominated  «the  retiring  and  widow's  fund*  and 
to  which  erery  officer  of  the  gOTernment  is  obliged,  whilo 
in  employment,  to  contribute  according  to  the  amount  of 
his  salary ,  and  which  affords  to  the  contributor  one  of 
the  highest  enjoyments  to  which  our  nature  is  subject — the 
extatie  delight  of  feeling  that  during  our  Htcs  we  are  pro- 
ridi^^  the  means  of  support  for  the  objects ,  nearest ,  and 
dearest  to  our  hearts,  when  age  may  have  rendered  us 
incapable  of  exertion,  or  when  the  hand  of  death  may 
have  deprived  a  wife  of  the  resources  derivable  from  the 
exertions  of  a  husband,  and  her  children  of  the  care  and 
protection  of  a  father.  This  reflection  to  the  thinking 
mind  and  feeling  heart,  is  one  of  the  greatest  sweetners 
of  married  life,  and  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  that 
paternal  government  which  causes  the  establishment  of 
such  a  fund,  and  enforces  the  rigid  observance  of  its 
wise  and  humane  reflations. 

Leaving  the  house  of  the  friendly  counsellor,  we  passed 
the  residence  of  my  friend  Mr.  Habel,  and  leaving  the 
deserted  garden  of  Holahausen  with  its  moss  grown  walls s 
and  statues,  —  oh !  the  luxury  of  English  comfort !  we  struck 
into  a  path  to  our  right  through  a  beautiful  meadow ,  the 
acclivities  on  the  side  of  which  are  clothed  with  vines 
which  produce  a  most  excellent  wine,  and  ascending  a 
hill  of  gentle  slope  to  our  right  arrived  at  the  Heyerhof 
or  farm   of  Nurnberg,     This    farm   belongs  to   a  persoi^ 


who  fimMsiy  all»i  the  oAw  <i£  ImmA  isvak  ti»  tike  kte 
Sake  of  3lass»i«  ami  in  wluMe  acinic*  be  acifnred 
cient  propertir  to  p«rekose 
atiditiiio  to  his  aeevpadom  iiii  &rflfeer  ami  wims  merefcost^ 
he  officiates  as  Jaciadl  tu  the  ^;oo«i  people  <jf  Jlests  ^  who 
in  their  summer  isxciftrsiun;»  to  this  eaehootiB^  sp^^  hoTC 
aerer  been  Imowm  to  eompLun.  of  the  gooii  cheer  provided 
tor  them.  lo  the  gardes  attached  to  this  fiuaa  there  is  aa 
arhoor  in  which  are  elevesiy  cut  three  riz^tas,  affiirdin|^ 
diferent  Tiews  of  the  heantifklly  winding  stream  and  mp- 
r&mndltk^  enoatry  .  each  appearing  lihe  a  Lively  living  pie- 
tore ,  enelofied  in  one  of  natnre''s  own  Terdant  firaaaes;. 

Panflin^  at  the  haek  of  this  farm «  and  still  ascenifini^ 
the  lofly  hill  y  the  sidea  of  whieh  are  Inxuiant  with  eln»> 
ierjn^  grat^H^  and  at  the  hose  of  whieh  rieh  meadows 
gf^^  ike  eje  with  refreshing  green,  yon  shtain  at  a  dir- 
fftaoe^  f>f  ahont  half  a  mile  a  Tiew  of  the  romantic  TiHagB 
of  Ffttnenntetm ,  and  the  remnant  of  its  last  moolderin^ 
^a4H«  wafU.  I>ese«ndin^  the  steep  hill  to  the  Tillage  em- 
J^d/f^d  fo  frait  trees,  and  passing  its  nral  ehnrch-jard 
try  tUe  archway  of  iU  onee  defended  gate ,  we  proceeded 
to  (he  little  ISO  of,  (t  thosght,  the  restive  horse,  hot  mj 
Mm  maifitaio^d  it  was)  the  rampant  lion,  this  hnottj  point 
t  mnnt  l^ave  (be  more  learned  in  Zoology  to  decide,  and 
yfM',tPid  (o  retf^osst  the  saw'of  the  plane  tree ,  related  to 
MA  hy  m\nt,  host,  while  we  swallowed  a  dinner  of  pan- 
eafc^s  aod  a  bottle  of  wine.  —  For  onr  repast  we  paid 
(be  eoof moos  amount  of  seren  pence  p.  head ;  salt  in  Irag- 
mtfnU  as  large  as  peas,  clean  table  cloth,  napkins  and 
eitility  inelsded  jn  (be  payment. 

Th4ff0  era  two  objects  of  attraction  worthy  of  notice  to 
iW  m(i4MrIss  and  lorer  of  natnre  in  this  seqoestered  Tillage; 
■Wiily  tW  rdfla  of  the   eastle   and  the  large  plane  tree. 

4f  fwBer  isttraal  in  regard  to   its  rains  the  former 
4  1m  MMidUfwl,  IIm  luiad  of  time  is  gradually  lowerinir 
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the  once  lofly  walls  of  tLe  proud  structure ,  and  wlieii 
the  moat  which  once  surrounded  it,  shall  hare  been 
filled  by  the  decay  of  its  walls ,  the  projecting  rock  on 
which  it  once  so  bravely  reared  its  head,  alone  will  mark 
the  spot  where  stood  the  castle  Frauenstein.  So  veiled 
in  obscurity  is  the  history  of  this  place ,  that  I  much 
doubt,  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  any  information 
respecting  it,  at  least  authentic  notices,  if  I  should,  I  will 
seek  an  opportunity  of  introducing  such  in  an  other  part 
of  the  work. 

The  celebrated  plane-tree  of  Frauenstein  stands  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  church,  and  with  its  spreading 
branches ,  now  supported  by  a  framework  of  timber ,  oc- 
cupies a  considerable  space.  Beneath  this  gigantic  tree, 
the  growth  of  centuries,  the  good  old  folks  of  Frauenstein 
enjoy  a  shelter  from  the  mid -day  -sun,  while  midst  its 
branches  each  adventurous  youth  essays  his  skill,  and 
braves  his  comrade  to  some  act  of  daring  which  himself 
performs. 

In  the  modern  literature  of  England  no  species  of  com- 
position  perhaps  so  completely  unites  classic  beauty  with 
authentic  information  ,  as  those  biographical  and  rhetorical 
essays  denominated ,  «  the  last  dying  speech  and  confession 
etc.  »  —  which  not  unfrequently  record  the  said  oration , 
and  recount  the  circumstances  attending  the  last  moments 
of  the  culprit ,« long  before  the  first  is  delivered  and  the 
latter  completed ,  having ,  to  save  time ,  been  printed  the 
night .  previous ,  that  the  curious  in  such  matters  might 
possess  genuine  information  on  the  subject.  —  Unfortunately 

I  could  obtain  no   such   authentic  account  of  the  «c  birth , 

« 

parentage  etc.»  of  the  tree  in  question,  but  such  as  I  could 
collect,  I  give  to  my  readers. 

«  In  blood  was  the  plaice  -  tree  planted  »  was  the  reply 
of  a  peasant  to  a  silver  headed  sage ,  who  leaning  on  his 
staff  stood  a  moment  to  contemplate  it.      The  wanderer's 
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cheek  was  pale  as  death  as  in  reply  io  his  question «  i^hoMr 
in  blood ! »  he  learnt  that  a  cruel  noble  had ,  on  the  spot 
where  grew  the  tree,  slain  the  lover  of  His  daughter ;  and 
that  the  maiden  before  retiring  to  a  convent  to  weep  away 
her  residue  of  life ,  had  planted  the  tree ,  and  left  a  small 
estate  in  the  possession  of  a  faithlul  domestic,  that  for 
the  revenue  of  the  same  he  should  water  and  cherish  the 
tree.  It  is  told  that  m  the  garden  of  the  convent  to  which 
the  fair  Adclbertha  retired ,  she  planted  too  a  plane  tree, 
beneath  whose  branches  she  wept  away  her  miserable 
life:  His  afdded  long  was  her  pilgrimage  of  woe:  —  ladies 
loved  more  fervently  in  those  golden  days  of  constancy 
than  now.  So  planted,  Hwas  matter  of  wonder  to  all,  that 
the  tree  of  Frauenstein  should  so  flourish ;  yet  wide  it 
spread  its  branches  o'er  the  soil,  a  fair  and  goodly  tree, 
nor  ever  drooped  its  lovely  head,  save  when  the  thoughtless 
robbed  it  of  a  branch ,  or  wounde<i  its  venerable  trunk ; 
then  from  the  lacerated  member  issued  forth  some  drops 
of  blood ,  and  as  the  aspen  trembles  in  the  gale  each  leaf 
was  seen  to  vibrate  'neath  the  pain;  but  what,  added  my 
informant ,  is  the  most  singular  part  of  the  business ,  is , 
that  altho'  the  convent ,  rendered  celebrated  by  the  con- 
stancy of  the  lovely  maid ,  was  .more  than  a  hundred  miles 
distant  from  this  place^  yet  never  bled  the  Plane  of  Frauen- 
titein  but  sure  by  sympathy  the  tree  of  St:  Zepherina  wept 
its  tears  of  blood.  -^  They  add,  so  profound  was  the 
grief  of  the  latter  tree  at  the  death  of  the  sorrowing  nun, 
and  so  profuse  the  loss  too  of  its  vital  fluid ,  that ,  in  the 
same  night  it  died  away,  and  from  its  trunk  they  formed  the 
narrow  home  of  Adclbertha.  The  profane  have  felt  dis*- 
posed  to  doubt  this  fact ,  but  be  it  true  or  false ,  the  tale 
affected  him  to  whom  it  was  related  much,  and  wiping  from 
his  eye  a  starting  tear ,  the  stranger  left  the  spot ,  passed 
through  the  village  ,  and  not  till  after  a  walk  of  two  or 
three  hours ,    and  as  day  was  drawing  to  a  close ,    reco- 
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▼ered  from  the  deep  dejection  which  the  recital  fatd  pro- 
daeed.  Parsmng  his  almost  wayless  path^  as  the  shades  of 
ereniiig  were  fast  drawing  a  mantle  o'er  the  landscape,  he 
met  a  loyely  boy  of  about  eight  years  of  age,  and  enquired 
of  him  the  road  to  the  nearest  house  of  refreshment ;  and 
where  he  could  rest  his  weary  limbs  till  morning's  sun 
should  summon  him  again  to  toil.  Music  was  in  each  tone 
and  accent  of  the  child  as  he  replied.  «  There  is  here  no 
inn ,  but  if  you  '11  share  our  frugal  meal ,  my  bed  I'll 
willingly  resign  to  one  so  old  and  feeble ,  and  watch  with 
pleasure  by  your  couch,  for  you  are  ill,  I  am  sure  you  are.» 

Unable  to  reply,  the  ancient  took  the  extended  hand  of 
Lis  guide,  and  they  proceeded  to  the  cottage  of  the  parents 
of  the  child.  The  boy's  father  was  still  working  in  the 
vineyards ,  and  his  mother,  a  lovely  young  woman ,  seem- 
ingly  far  above  her  situation  of  life,  was  preparing  the 
evening  repast  for  her  husband.  Having  bade  the  stranger 
welcome  with  a  grace  and  dignity  combined  with  hospita* 
lily  that  quite  overcame  the  man  of  many  sorrows ,  she 
kissed  her  child  and  bless'd  him  for  his  proper  feeling. 
All  was  humble  in  this  home  of  peace ,  but  all  bespoke 
how  much  of  comfort  dwelt  beneath  the  peasant's  roof. 

Seated  upon  the  old  man's  knee ,  a  lovely  little  girl 
twisted  around  her  supple  fingers  the  few  silver  locks  which 
curled  from  the  temples  to  the  back  of  the  old  man's 
head,  while  with  an  arm  thrown  round  his  neck,  his  youth- 
ful guide  regarded  the  features  of  the  sage,  with  so  much 
of  soft  expression ,  that  not  unfrequent  did  he  press  him 
to  his  breast,  and  fix  a  kiss  upon  his  infant  lips.  While 
thus  engaged,  the  father  of  this  happy  family  had  uu- 
perceived  approached  the  interesting  group.  For  a  moment 
he  amazed  beheld  the  scene ;  but  when  the  old  man  raised 
his  face,  and  met  the  stranger's  eye,  a  hectic  flush  o'er- 
spread  his  farrowed  cheek ,  with  difficulty  he  raised  his 
trembling  frame,    —  his  limbs  seemed  to  forget  theii?  office, 
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till  willi  an  effort  almost  soperhaman  be  staggered  towards, 
*—  amd  as  lie  feU  in  the  arms  of  the  astonished  peasant  ho 
artienlated  in   a  yoice  choked  by  emotion.  —    «My  son,    - 
my  dear,  dear  son ,  have  you  forgot  —  forgot* »  —    *Twas 
connt  Kuno,   who  some  ten  years  previous  bad  banished 
bis  brare   son,   in  that  be  bad  married  without  his  appro- 
bation ,    and  who  now ,  bent  with  age ,    repentance  ,    and 
affliction,  bad  left  bis  castle  and  his  vast  estates ,  and  with 
bis   staff  now  trod  the  pilgiim's  path  to  seel  his  banished 
son.     Blessing  and  bless'd  the  old  man  lived ,    and  as  he 
viewed  the  happy  group ,    the  joy ,    the   pride  now   of  his 
ancestral  home ,    Ae  happy  man  was  heard  to  say  ^    vtbat    . 
though  he'd  learnt  the  lesson  in  the  school  of  affliction , 
and  studied  it  in    adversity;    yet  his  schooling  had  been 
salutary;    for  it  had  banished  pride  from   his  heart,    and 
bad  in  its  place,  inculcated  feelings  of  humility,  and  bro- 
therly loVe ,    and  had  taught  him ;    that ,  in  the  love  of  a 
Ttrtuous   woman  a   ^urer  source  of  happiness   was  to  be 
found  ,  than  in  all  those  fleetio;;  joys  that  rank  or  wealth 
can  purchase. » 

Of  the  early  history  of  the  castle  or  its  possessors  I 
could  learn  but  little ;  mine  host  of  the  strange  sign  in« 
formed  me  though,  that  the  cas.tle  formerly  belonged  to  a 
count  von  derLey^  as  I  understood  him,  and  that  afterwards 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  a  Mr.  Krieger ,  who  sold  it 
with  a  Meyerhof,  and  400  acres  of  land  for  00,000 
guldens  to  a  Mr.  Kindlinger,  but  With  a  stipulation,  that 
should  a  law  •  suit  then  pending  against  him ,  and  now 
carrying  on  against  his  children,  ( Mr.  Krieger  baying  de- 
parted this  life) ,  be  decided  against  him ,  he ,  or  his  heirs 
should  make  full  restitution ,  principal  and  interest ,  and 
pay  any  amount  for  improvements  made  upon  the  estate. 
Mine  host  who  seemed  to  have  a  spice  of  satire  in  bis  com- 
position»  bandied  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  rather  unmer- 
cifally,    insinuating »    that  they   suffered  t^e  contending. 
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parties  ta  euliiTate  and  press  the  grapes  growing  on  the 
loTely  Lills  of  this  estate,  while  they,  recommending  pa- 
tience to  both  parties ,  enjoyed  the  wine  of  castle  Frauen- 
stein. 

Quitting  oar  communicative  landlord  with  a  most  for- 
bidding old  crone  as  a  guide  to  the  road  out  of  the  yillage, 
and  as  far  as  a  crossroad  ascending  the  hill  towards 
Georgenborn ,  which  mine  host  declared  it  was  difficult  to 
find,  we  saw  sereral  women  standing  up  to  their  knees  in 
a  brook  washing  linen,  and  passed  the  celebrated  plane- 
tree  before  mentioned ;  among  the  branches  of  which  on 
a  subsequent  occasion  my  sons  had  an  opportunity  of 
climbing ,  that ,  like  the  youth  of  the  place  they  might , 
'when  by  chance  the  plane  of  Frauenstein  should  be  men- 
tioned hare  an  opportunity  of  saying  «  I  too  was  there.  »  — « 

Reader  did  you  erer  contemplate  the  human  face  di- 
Tcsted  of  that  feature  so  painfully  troublesome  to  many 
under  the  operation  of  a  blunt  razor.  Without  venturing 
to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  most  becoming 
form  or  length  of  this  said  feature  ;  whether  it  should  be 
long  or  short,  projecting  or  drooping,  curyed,  indented, 
or  dimpled;  I  will  only  yenture  to  affirm,  that  the  total 
absence  of,  or  unnatural  diminution  of  the  chin  robs  the 
human  face  of  a  most  becoming  feature  ;  and  that  should 
Hybla  hang  upon  the  lips  'neath  which  no  chin  protrudes, 
few  swains  would  sigh  to  rob  them  of  their  store.  Such 
was  the  hag,  our  guide,  who  I  fancied  sighed  as  she  passed 
the  tree,  when  telling  how  in  days  gone  bye  she*d  danced 
beneath  its  spreading  arms,  rendered  more  yenerable  by 
the  contrast  of  festoons  of  lovely  flowers  which  then  decked 
its  ancient  trunk.  «  Those  days ,  those  love  inspiring  mo- 
ments now  are  passed, »  said  she  and  sighed.  I  looked 
in  her  face  and  wondered  whether  for  her  they  had  ever 
enisted ;  however  soon  on  ascending  a  steep  hill  she  con- 
vinced me  by  her  pace ,   and  the  muscular  power  of  her 
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.,    r^i   la-'/ b^CD  little  inferior 
^.^    f*     »i    tVel  quite  as  conelu- 
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,  ^»     -«iu  i«iTe  done,    that  I  T\as 

.mi  :iat  time  Mas  not  pass- 

.      -ji*.aovi  the  point  of  diflicully, 

%..    «i«'a:;li  iritbout  sueh  a  sliake 

..a-  tiva  mo,  either  that  she  eould 

^     •v.    3»H.'od  she  had  worked  her  way 

^  .     )  V  jjiitv  !    that  I  had  made  a  fa- 

*     r%  o^uu-Iess  dame.     The  hill  was 

..    «v    ifx'dtb  after  so  bountifully  par* 

-%.K*    i*'  tbe  rampant  animal  of  Frauen- 

^,*,«*>    *teK»s  OTer  the    country   we   had 

^,j.«.  omC  iu  tbe  wood  fully  repaid  us  fop 

^^     aiiurvd.     Mentz  so  lovely  in  its  situa- 

iv   *tcw  —  tbe  plaeid  winding  stream, 

,.,*»•'*  ^»  ^hose  bosom  it  serenely   rests  — 

^  .-.»%.>  *'.'io  fairy  floating^  gardens  in  the  dis- 

^.t.x  nltolo  beyond  ima(riuation   beautiful. 

»*•    lijiit  \\as   clothed   to  its  deepest  point 

•    I  tvttij   oak,  while  each  encircling^  hill,  in 

,..iacur    b}    the    more    distant   mountain    far 

%.  %»i40xi  Jv>   seek  tbe    shelter  and  protection  of 

laa  ittfeparted  to  the  whole  scene  a  sublimity 

V    ,%auv'a*  and  creating  feelings  of  admiration  and 

^»..^x**i  I  ho  boarl  in  gratitude  to  tbe  divine  author 

.vv%»  iJiablo  blessings.     Here  could  the  heart  pour 

H>.  i»4i^  of  praise:    here  could  tbe  soul  drink  deep 

V     o%»»ii   ol'  r^liffion ,    and  trace   in  tbe  works   of  na- 

^r^  -K  ^ic^tio  ^^  ood  through  which  we  passed,  abruptly 

^vN>       «^^^  the  level  of  the    soil,    some  beautiful  masses 

.«iv^^  «>iMC  in  particular,  surveyed  in  tbe  distance,  looked 

^  ij^MjUf  dropped  from  the  clouds  embedded  in  lu:iuriant 
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On  ^iTergfing  from  the  wood,  we  ascended  a  hill  leading 
to  the  picturcsqae  hamlet  of  Georgenliorn ,  consisting  of 
ahout  twelve  hoases.  Here  on  casting  the  eye  hack  on 
the  beautiful  country  we  were  leaving,  the  snrronnding 
landscape  had  acquired  additional  beauty  from  the  increas- 
ing height  from  which  it  was  contemplated.  The  grandear 
of  the  prospect  i^ould  amply  repay  the  pedestrian  who 
could  thus  far  bend  his  steps,  purposely  to  contemplate  its 
beauties.  Nothing  can  be  more  lovely  than  the  situation 
of  Rauenthal ,  celebrated  for  its  wine ,  and  which,  though 
standing  on  a  considerable  hill ,  when  beheld  from  this 
spot ,  appears  to  rest  in  a  valley ;  —  the  Taiinus  chain  of 
mountains ;  —  the  Platte  ,  a  lofty  eminence  on  which  is 
situated  the  lovely  huntingseat  of  the  Duke ;  —  in  fact 
hill  and  dale  —  wood  and  plain,  towns,  villages  and  farms, 
intersected  by  the  silver  Rhine ,  form  altogether  a  view  of 
enchantment  scarcely  to  be  equalled  in  the  world.  Here 
too  the  inhabitants  partaking  of  the  romantic  and  wild 
character  of  their  native  hills,  luxuriate  in  all  the  charac- 
teristic wildncss  of  the  one ,  and  the  simplicity  of  the 
other.  Wild  as  mountain  scenery,  and  naked  too  as 
nature  formed  them,  except  indeed  a  linen  garmenrt,  the 
infant  sports  before  his  cottage  door ,  nor  ceases  from  his 
play,  but  with  astonishment  to  gaze  .upon  the  passing 
stranger:  —  strange  sight  I  trow,  in  this  retired  spot; 
while  in  the  welcome  smile  ,  the  friendly  salutation  of  the 
peasant,  His  seen  how  much  in  manner,  word,  and  action, 
his  thought  assimilates  with  the  simplicity  of  his  native 
scenery.  Passing  a  house,  the  architectural  form  of  which, 
with  its  small  slated  belfry,  bespoke  it  to  be  a  chapel  of 
ease,  I  enquired  of  « a  flaxen  headed  plough-boy,  »  if 
such  was  not  the  case,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  the 
residence  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the  place  ,  and  where  , 
as  my  informant  told  me,  he  himself  had  drank  at  the 
fount  of  knowledge ,  and  from  the  classical  parity  of  his 
language,  deep  must  have  been  his  draught. 


«^         •<<   u^»^,*   >ju«(ary  measures  adopted  by  tliis  gpo- 

. .  V.    A«.^v^ci:«  it  more  deserving  of  the  8traiiger''6 

i^  «^. eject's  ihauks  ,  than  the  wise  proTision 

■i.      «v    .>iUv\itioa  of  all  classes  of  the  people;   but 

....:%.  S  tor  those,  who.  from  their  circumstances 

..  \;.    \j  ;i;v^%''UA'0  for  their  children  this,  next  to  health, 

>.  ri.c»uittahle  of  all  blcstiiDgs  —  education.  —  But 

.  u.  i     ut\c    occasion   to    enlarge  more   fully   on    this 

«^..      K.vMtWi*,  1  ^\ill  only  remark,  that  in  the  general 

.  ^    .  -..ujjii  of  the  people  of  this  country,  which  a  know- 

V    >,.    .'^  iUx'iu  for  very  many  years  justifies  me  in  asserting 

1...  Lu!wu  place,    is  to  bo   traced  the  effects  of  the  system 

lU^itui'tiou. 

\\  c  uo\\  penetrated  a  wood ,  the  spreading  branches 
.•i  «^  Uiisu  Irccii  formed  o*er  our  heads  a  canopy  of  spring's 
U«^^Uc:it  ^I'ccu ,  and  proceeded  towards  Schlangenbad , 
i«  Uich  aUer  a  refreshing  walk  of  half  an  hour,  we  reached, 
h.k\  iu^  to  de&iccud  a  steep  hill  of  loose  slate  rock ,  which 
..'u^iautiy  slipped  beneath  our  feet,  and  rendered  the 
.i^>^>ioui-.U  to  the  hath  not  only  unpleasant,  but  rather  ha- 
» 4i«U>us.  i'l'om  this  height  we  surveyed  this  lovely  re- 
(4irmi:ut,  >\hii'h  has  been  rendered  so  celebrated  by  the 
y.a    ul   luy    talented  countryman »  the  « old  man »    of  the 

(Uo  iipproach  to  Schlangenbad  appeared  far  more  at- 
^  .«.inii  to  us  iu  this  direction;  than  by  the  road  from 
VAMiUMt'h,    hy  which  we  visited  this  place    the  day  suc- 

. .  l^u^  i^hiulmas-day  in  1854;  for  feeling  desirous  of 
\,omiuij|  i^vijuaittlod  with  this  interesting  country,  when 
>^^,>^  (H  tW^  \ir(|iu  garb  of  spring;  in  the  loose  and  flowing 
%.«  »^i  uf  (yr\iU  ^HBuner ;  in  the  msset  brown  of  antunin ; 
.^  ja  lUMi^  IHMI^U^  of  winter,  I  traversed  a  considerable 
A        ^  ?bi|l|^H  M  M^  period  of  the  year. 

^"k^  hMO  not  read  the  work  above  alluded 

^  -  1  feMwaend  a  pernsal  of  its  agreeable 
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ptges ,  wlierein  tliey  will  be  made  acqnaiiited  with  the 
peculiar  qualities  of  this  celebrated  water,  the  effect  of 
the  bath  on  the  constitution  and  skin ,  of  those  who  seek 
relief  at  this  healing  spring,  and  of  the  entertaining  account 
of  their  first  discovery.  If  the  bull  of  the  ancients  was 
worshiped  as  a  divinity,  those  who  have  benefited  so  con- 
siderably by  the  waters  of  Schlangenbad  may  I  am  sure 
be  pardoned,  if  they  hold  the  heifer  in  a  sort  of  reverential 
deTotion,  to  which  they ,  and  mankind  in  general,  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  to  these  delightful  baths. 

In  my  description  of  the  baths ,  and  in  making  mention 
of  places  etc.  which  I  may  visit ,  I  shall  studiously  avoid 
Anglicising  the  names  of  such;  it  being  of  far  more  ad- 
vantage to  the  traveller  to  familiarize  himself  with  the 
original  name,  than  be  confused  with  a  half  German,  half 
English  appellation.  In  persuance  of  this  determination 
I  give  the  reader  the  names  of  the  four  baths  at  this  place. 

Jst  The  Schachtbrunnen. 

Sd.  The  Rohrbrunnen. 

5d.    The  Altenbrunnen. 

4th.  The  Neuenbrunnen. 
In  my  analysis  of  the  different  mineral  waters,  the 
chymist  will  immediately  discover,  in  my  many  errors,  that 
I  dare  not  pretend  to  the  most  distant  knowledge  of  the 
delightful  science  of  chymistry  ;  nor  do  I  aspire  to  such ; 
but  having  drawn  my  observations  from  the  work  of  Dr;  J. 
F,  Sobemlteim,  entitled  « Deutschlands  Heilquellen »  — 
the  healing  springs  of  Germany ;  a  work  highly  recom- 
mended, I  tnlst  my  information  may  be  useful  as  a  guide, 
to  those,  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  properties  of  such 
springs  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  their  peculiar  cases. 

With  this  assistance,  and  the  experience  of  friends, 
whovfoT  years  past  have  derived  benefit  from  these  baths, 
I  shall  give  the  reader*8uch  information  as  I  can  collect, 
and  to  those  who  require  more ;    I  recommend  a  perusal 


4     ■ 


\|. ««:*«ji     -^^-t^^'  .'«Kti(i$iastical1y  to  a  friend,   on  th« 

u»     a«,>iaat.iia^  nei^j^hbourhood ^    he  rather  un- 

.istduuujAiird    ne   from    my    hobby  9    Ly   the 

»  ..1      wuiai-^.       «  Why    yes   my    good   friend  I 

•     ■«     ^u    'lu.   Sc^Taii^^nbad  has  its  attractions,    hut 

.«.     .«     «4,k.:»*^    u  ;>^ease  me  are  its  beauties;  for  in  my 

■  «    H.    *..  •  w  .^ad^Jerable  a  muster  ofheauties  in  the 

.%    i^    -fkis  place;    it  appears  to   me  that  all 

^     ^         V.   «  A  .>K#.^«n<sL  uf  womanhood  are  congregated  here 

V,  .%   V  ;    iutttwn ,    nothing   of  spring;    'tis    the 

. «.;  .,:«     ..  ^«^«ch  nithout  the  redeeming  qualification 

's  ...•*    -     Ihttcriujf  with  my  friend,  I  am  rather  dis* 

,^•*v  :\>  watt  as  great  a  degree  of  vanity  as  to 

^     ..«.,..  N^  X       «:««(  siouiewhat  less  inclined  to  censure  the 
.,    ..  vN.j<«.-<.  .*    .'<    it   itt  the  latter  than  most  men;    nay   in 
<«v^-.x«>^  I   ittaiutaiu  it  is  productive  of  much  good  in 
V,..       .  %*.     .*\i4N  enhances  our   own   and  our  neighbour's 
«x.-v     I   consider  it  as  imparting   not  alone  attrac- 
,      .K     ia<M4U    form,    hut  I  might  add   to   the   very 
N     >.%«     %  ^.UiMi  similar  to  that  produced  on  the  canvas 
.«^    v<  v    -»t   the   painter ;    for  if  we  regard  the  desire 
,      .,»*.,N      *x   xN^wUing  from  this  pardonable  foible,    I  feel 
.     Nv  .iNkn^  <^  l»ud  than  to  censure  the  efibrt  in  the  fair 
.»  s    x-"^    -*    \Ution,    who  seek  to  keep  alive  the  feeling 
i»v*»    ^*s   x'Vt»ii*»  of  Iheir  youth. may  have  engendered  by 
X    *.%vN*-v'Hi    <Uention   to  their  persons,    and   I  hold  him 
^    y^    ^  ^^^VJ  M^iok  indeed  who   would   bl«ime  rather  than 
v^*  »\v   V*  H^J^^H^  made  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  his  own 
♦%nA  'H  ^^J*«^*'»     ^^^  *®  '  consider,  in  youth  nothing 
g^^A   ^  liigli  a  gratification  as   the  contemplation   of  a 
I  unii^  %^  ia  age  no  feeling  ought  to  be  more  tender 

|Mr  lluiay  the  attachment  we  entertain  for  her, 
1  life  of  pain  or  pleasure ,  has  alleviated  the 
tg  it  with  as  ,    or  augmented  the  enjoyment 
by  being  herself  the  chief  source   of  such 
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enjoyment.  I  therefore  differ  peatly  with  my  friend  in 
bis  conception  of  the  beauties  of  Schlangenbad,  feelin{^ 
myself,  that  in  age  as  well  as  in  youth,  man  owes  his  chiefs 
bis  most  endurable  gratifications  to  the  society  of  woman  ; 
and  I  regard  that  man  most  happy/  who,  in  the  decline  of 
life,  can  in  speaking  of  the  partner  of  his  pilgrimage  through 
its  eyentful  scenes  say: 

Ab  tlie  deep  rooted  oak  firmly  based  if  my  truth » 

It  knows  not  th*  effect  of  decay  i 

For  tko*  age  may  hare  mellow*d  the  ardoof  of  youth  ^ 

Yet  I  feel  with  the  freshness  of  Hay. 
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€H  A  P  TX2  R  .«• 

I 

Wambacli.  The  majesty  of  mind  nvhen  -opposedn  to  despotigili. 
Schivalbacli.  A|ialysis  of  the  waters.  Patent  medecines.  English 
manners.  Beauty.  Good  feeling.  Valley  of  Aar.  Adolphseck. 
Uohenstein.  A  man  of  many  callings.  Female  delicacy.  The  young 
communicant.  Hohenstein  castle.  The  work  of  deyastation.  Merited 
praise.  The  Tillage  -  church.  A  tell  -  tale.  A  learned  man.  The 
good  pastor.  A  simple  history.  Historical  notices  of  Hohenstein. 
The  Uhu.  A  hankering  after  romance.  A  phantom.  Military 
serTice.  a  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother  that  etc« »  Splendid 
>  emptyness^     The  acquaintance  of  a  day.     The  parting. 

JLhrougpli  a  cloud  of  dust,  swept  by  wind,  like  a  West- 
Indian  tornado  from  the  lyinding  road  at  the  entrance  of 
this  place  we  proceeded  towards  Wamhach  —  by  the  bye 
this  same  Schlangpenbad  is  completely  hid  from  view  as 
you  approach  it  from  the  road  of  Schwalbach,  till  it  bursts 
upon  your  sight  as  if  dropped  before  you  from  the  clouds. 
So  too  we  were  hardly  aware  of  our  approacli  to  Wamhach, 
being  half  blinded  by  this  Egyptian  plague,  —  dust,  —  till  we 
found  ourselves  in  the  village.  —  In  this  same  place  on 
the  day  following  Christmas-day  1854,  with  my  younger 
son  I  passed  in  the  evening  on  our  way  to  Schlangenbad, 
after  a  footjourney  of  36  miles.  On  this  day  all  was 
mirth  and  enjoyment  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  ,  and 
every  _ village  through  which  we  passed^  every  public 
bouse  resounding  with  music,  and  every  peasant  seemingly 
inspired  by  it;  for  the  elasticity  of  youth  appeared  to 
revive  in  age,  all  parties  joining  in  the  merry  dance.  This 
feeling  particularly  characterizes  the  people  of  Nassau  on 
their  holydays*    By  many  it  is  aflSirmed  that  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  the  Rbeiiish  proyinces »  dissatisfied  with  their 
rulers ,  sigh  for  the  dominion  of  France :  if  such  is  really 
the  ease  with  them  and  the  people  of  Nassau,  they  have 
a  singular  way  of  shewing  their  discontent;  for  a  more 
cheerful  people  I  never  beheld.  —  John  Bull  evinces  his 
"dissatisfaction  in  quite  a  different  way. 

On  the  side  of  the  road  between  Schlangenbad  and 
Schwalbach  there  are  some  fine  masses  of  rock.  On  a 
most  majestically  beautiful  specimen  of  the  same,  and 
romantically  overhanging  the  road,  stood  four  men,  employed 
with  iron  crow-bars  in  detaching  a  huge  mass  of  rock, 
which,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  had  cradled  itself 
upon  the  hill.  A  weeping  birch  growing  f^om  out  it« 
parent  rock,  at  every  effort  of  the  fell  destroyers  of  its  sire, 
more  sadly  bowed  its  sorrowing  head ;  till  with  a  mighty 
crash,  the  monarch  and  its  offspring  prostrate  lay,  overcome 
by  conquering  man. 

As  I  sur?eyed  the  prostrate  rock ,  reflections  on  the 
power  of  man  ,  the  majesty  of  mind  and  its  effects  on  all 
temporal  affairs  and  institutions ,  crowded  on  my  imagi- 
nation; and  I  could  but  think  how  oft  the  «iightiest  states^ 
proud  in  the\r  power,  and  in  despotic  sway  seeming  to 
brave  th'  assaults  of  man ,  by  man  are  overthrown :  —  for 
there  exists  a  majesty  in  the  mind  of  man  more  mighty 
than  the  monarch  on  his  throue ,  compared  with  whose 
bright  efforts  the  conquerer's  sword  is  as  a  reed  contending 
with  the  blast ;  and  which  when  well  directed  for  the  good 
of  all ,  diffuses  blessings  o'er  the  human  race ;  and  is  as 
the  dew  of  heaven  to  the  thirsty  plant.  Such  is  the 
blessed  influence  which  the  cultivation  of  the  mental  fa« 
cttlties  imparts ,  that  he's  indeed  the  father  of  his  people 
who  causes  the  spread  of  knowledge  through  his  land, 
while  most  fallacious  are  his  hopes ,  who  thinks  he  can 
perpetuate  despotic  rule,  when  once  the  human  mind  is 
taught  to  feel  how  great  its  power  is. 
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The  road  from  Schlangenbad  to  Schwalbach  is  excellent, 
as  indeed  are  most  of  the  public  roads  in  Nassau ,  and  to 
the  traveller  in  iiis  easy  carriage  may  seem  a  way  bf 
passing  sweetness;  hut  to  the  pedestrian  from  its  exposed 
situation  ,  after  a  long  drought  has  parched  the  thirsty 
earth  and  lined  it  o'er  vtrith  dust ;  the  unrefreshing  wind^' 
partaking  even  of  the  sultry  heat  send  hostile  missiles , 
for  e'en  small  pebbles  assail  him  as  he  toils  along,  seemed 
one  devoid  of  pleasure  to  our  weary  steps.  More  fatigued 
from  the  combined  effects  of  heat  and  dust  than  from  the 
distance  we  had  walked  ,  not  having  accomplished  more 
than  24  miles ,  we  arrived  at  five  o'clock,  on  the  hill 
overlooking  Langen  -  Schwalbach ,  from  whence  the  view 
over  the  country  forms  one  of  the  loveliest  panorama's 
ever  surveyed.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  visitors  to 
this  celebrated  bath  a  rustic  pavilion  has  been  built  on 
the  side  of  the  road ,  at  the  extremity  of  a  small  grove, 
through  which  paths  are  cut  from  the  village.  Here  seated, 
we ,  enjoyed  for  a  few  minutes ,  together  with  the  pure 
mountain  breeze ,  so  refreshing  after  a  long  and  dusty 
walk,  the  magnificent  prospect  spread  before  us.  Like  a 
gem  set  in  virgin  gold ,  Schwalbach ,  < —  the,  peaceful  and 
the  lovely^  lays  encircled  by  those  beauties  of  nature 
which  render  it  one  of  ^he  most  romantic  ,  the  most  lovely 
spots  the  imagination  can  picture.  '  From  the  valley,  its 
home  ,  hill  upon  hill ,  one  more  lofty  ,  more  lovely  than 
its  rival  rise  above,  and  seem  to  embrace  within  its  forest 
arms  this  sequestered  vale.  Descending  the  hill,  and 
leaving  the  pump  -  room  to  our  left ,  we  soon  reached  the 
commencement  of  the  new  part  of  the  town ,  and  directly 
enquired  the  way  to  the  inn ,  to  which  a  friend  had  re« 
commended  me^  but  either  thro'  his  defective  pronun- 
ciation, or  my  misconception  of  the  word  goldene  Kette 
—  golden  chain  —  I  enquired  the  way  to  the  goldenen 
Ritter  —  golden  knight  —  and  felt  not  a  little  surprised 
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• 

at  my  friend's  taste ,  or  want  of  taste  in  his  selection  ^  this 
said  kinght  being  one  of  the  most  disreputable  members 
of  the  fraternity  I  had  ever  encoantered,  and  with  whom 
the  only  gold  ever  seen  I  should  imagine,  must  have  been 
on  his  sign,  for  there  like  many  a  german  knight  of  old 
the  hero  was  suspended  as  a  culprit  over  his  own  door. 
My  mistake  was  though  with  great  good -nature  by  the 
landlord  soon  rectified ,  and  we  bent  our  steps  to  the 
golden  chain.  Here  after  the  luxury  of  a  bath ,  having  a 
fine  afternoon  before  us ,  we  took  advantage  of  it  to  stroU 
about  and  see  every  thing  worthy  of  observation  in  this 
deservedly  celebrated  place. 

Nothing  can  be  more  correct  than  the  description  of 
the  cold  man,  11  (with  the  vigour  of  youth  in  his  dele- 
niations),  of  the  bath-house  and  every  subject  worthy  of 
remark  in  this  place,  but  as  my  intention  is  not  to  par- 
ticularize every  object  minutely,  I  shall  only  renew  my 
recommendation  as  regards  his  work ;  and  confine  myself 
to  a  few  observations  en  the  ef&cacy  of  the  waters,  and 
what  I  flatter  myself  may  be  considered  useful  hints  to 
those  disposed  to  try  them.  These  I  have  endeavoured  to 
collect  from  the  most  authentic  sources  of  information,  and 
I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  bilious,  the  nervous,  and 
the  hysterical  to 

The  Stahlbrunnen , 
»     Weinbrunnen , 
11     Brodelbrunnen , 
9»     Lindcnbrunnen , 
»     Rumpel-  or  Windbrunnen,  and 
»     Eichbrunnen. 

These  waters  are  a  strong  chalybeate ,  their  effect 
being  particularly  to  renovate  and  strengthen  the  stomach, 
and  from  the  considerable  proportion  of  carbonic  gas  are 
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light  of  digestion.  They  are  uniyersally  useful  where  steel 
waters  are  to  be  recommended,  particularly  in  all  disorders 

of  the  stomach,  weaknesses  of  the  muscles  and  the  nervous 

» 

System ;  for  loss  of  appetite  ,  acidity  '  on  the  stomach , 
cramp,  convulsions  and  hysterical  affections. 

From  2  or  4  tumblers  are  generally  drank  fasting  in 
the  commencement  of  the  cure  ,  and  increased  to  8  —  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  season  in  a  proportionate  degree  the 
quantity  should  be  diminished. 

As  baths,  these  waters  are  used  as  steel  waters  always 
are  ,  and  for  patients  suffering  from  any  of  the  above  Gom« 
plaints ,  or  for  valetudinarians  anxious  to  preserve  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  health ,  or  for  individuals  hunting 
after  pleasure ,  in  the  combined  enjoyments  of  the  beauties 
of  nature  with  good  and  cheerful  society,  the  attractions 
of  Schwalbach  are  scarcely  to  be  equalled,  and  highly  to 
be  recommended. 

Making  due  allowance  for  the  author's  ignorance  of 
technical  chymical  terms ,  the  following  is  he  believes  a 
pretty  accurate  analysis  of  the  two  most  powerful  springs. 

9%e  jSloMftriMsnen* 

Temperature  0*  R.     Specific  weight  1,001. 

Soda    muriatic 0,166  Gr. 

»       carbonic  .......  0,158     » 

Chalk        dito   ....>...  0,915     » 

Magnesia   dito 0,^35     » 

Chalk  sulphuric 0,444  , » 

Resin 

Oxygen  of  Iron 0,S51     » 

2,768  Gr. 
Carbonic  Gas  16,280  cubic  inches. 
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Soda   muriatic 0»2»22tt  6r. 

Magnesia  dito 0,20270     » 

Soda  carbonic    .......     0,50000     » 

Chalk     dito 1,03040     » 

Soda  snlphoric 0,37037     » 

Chalk     dito       ^    .     .     .     .     •     .     0,48048     » 
Argillaceoog  earth  0,32432     » 

Oxygen  of  Iron 0,00351     » 

8,08730  6r. 
Carbonic  Gas  22,00000  cubic  inches. 
At  present  men  are  employed  in  digging  in  the  yalley 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  present  spring  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  a  further  supply  of  -water,  so  greatly  has  its 
celebrity  increased  as  to  create  a  fear  that  not  sufficient 
will  be  had  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  afflicted.  At 
present  there  are  sent  from  this  place  yearly  about  500,000 
^art*  bottles. 

Determined  to  try  the  eJEFects  of  the  water ,  and  being 
Tery  tliirsty  I  drank  most  copiously  at  the  spring,  before 
supper,  and  again  during  my  meal,  but  I  had  cause  bitterly 
to  repent  of  my  folly  for  I  obtained  but  little  rest  in  con- 
sequence of  it  throughout  the  night ;  and  discovered  that 
neither  Morrison  nor  any  of  our  notorious  patent  medicine 
dispensers  were  necessary  here.  I  therefore  recommend 
my  readers  disposed  to  try  the  waters  of  this  place ,  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  each  medicinal 
spring  before  they ,  as  I  did  on  my  journey ,  try  indis- 
criminately each,  for  all  may  not  be  bless'd  with  so  ex- 
cellent a  constitution. 

Speaking  of  *patent  nostrums  it  has  often  been  as  much 
a  subject  of  astonishment  to  myself  as  of  wonder  to 
foreigners  in  general,  how  a  thinking  nation  like  the 
English  can  allow  itself  to  be  so  imposed  upon  as  we  are 
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by  the  compounders  of  those  vile  nostrums  denominated 
patent  medecines,  and  still  more  astonishing  is  it^  that 
an  enlig^htened  government  should  lend  itself,  not  alone 
to  such  a  plan  of  deception ,  hut  that  it  should  not  in 
discountenancing  such  a  system  of  plunder  endeavour  to 
suppress  the  dreadful  evils  resulting  from  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  such,  often  highly  deleterious  compounds  as 
these  p'atent  medicines  hate  he^n  proved  to  he.«  I  would 
ask  whether  common  sense  does  not  bear  me  out  in  my 
opposition  to  this  system  of  swallowing  for  every  disease 
to  which  humanity  is  subject  a  never  failing  nostrum  ;  a^ ' 
well  might  a  tailor  from  one  and  the  same  measure ,  and 
made  from  the  same  quantity  of  cloth  promise  to  squeeze 
a  giant  like  the  late  Obrian,  or  that  mountain  of  fat  Lam- 
bert into  the  garment  fashioned  for  the  accomplished  dwarf 
Borolowsky, 

By  chance  I  occupied  the  room,  and  slept  in  the  same 
bed  in  which  the  author  of  « the  bubbles  »  reposed ,  and 
was  Mghly  gratified  to  hear  how  highly  my  talented 
countryman  was  spoken  of  by  our  civil  and 'obliging 
landlord,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  not  only 
this  place ,  but  the  other  baths  visited  by  the  author  were 
infinitely  indebted  to  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
mentioned  them.  Surely  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  my, 
(in  every  other  respect),  truly  excellent  countrymen,  who 
in  shoals,  nearly  as  numerous  as  the  fish  which  visit  our> 
shores  from  the  north  in  the  herring  season,  and  who  by 
their  number  give  to  the  fashionable  watering  places  of 
Germany  the  appearance  of  English  bathing  places,  should 
not  seek  to  amalgamate  more  in  their  manners  with  the 
people  of  the  country  through  which  they  pass ,  or  in 
which  they  sojourn.  But  no,  whether  they  travel  for 
amusement,  or.' information,  they  seem  hardly  to  conceive 
the  society  of  the  inhabitants  necessary  to  the  one,  or 
the   study   of  their    characters   conducive  to   the   other; 


ALL  GOLD.  S7 

therefore  not  only  are  they  themselves  losers  by  the 
reserre  with  which  they  meet  the  openheartedness  of  the 
German  disposition ,  but  the  intrinsic  yalue  of  their  own 
characters  is  so  studiously  yciled  from  observation,  that 
they  are  loohed  upon  generally  as  cold  and  apathetical^ 
and  as  difficult  of  approach  as  the  taboo'd  abode  of  a 
savage  prince. 

I  must  not  take  leave  of  mine  host  of  the  golden 
chiain ,  without  endeavouring  to  link  to  it  as  many  of  my 
countrymen  as  may  visit  this  place ,  and  can  attach  them- 
selves to  the  chain,  for  in  the  season  it  is  I  hear  gene- 
ridly  stretched  to  its  utmost  length ;  alias  ,  very  full ;  for 
it  is  only  common  justice  to  mine  excellent  host  to  admit, 
that  for  cleanliness  of  beds ,  superiority  of  viands ,  purity 
of  wine,  civility  of  conduct,  and  moderation  in  his  eharges, 
I  have  hardly  in  this  country  known  a  better.  For  supper 
for  two  persons,  which  was  plain  but  excellent,  a  bottle 
of  very  good  wine ,  and  two  sleeping  rooms  we  paid  three 
florins  and  thirty  krculzcrs^  or  about  0/.  —  It  must  be 
observed  it  was  not  in  what  is  considered  the  season,- 
^consequently  not  so  expensive.  I  mention  this  that  my 
countrymen  may  not  be  deceived,  but  I  understand  it 
makes  about  one  third  difference  only  in  expense. 

At  six  in  the  morning  we  started  for  Adolphseck,  and 
in  passing  through  the  long  straggling  village  could  but 
remark  how  partial ,  (I  believe  this  though  to  be  an 
universal  feeling ) ,  these  people  seem  to  be  to  gold ;  for 
we  had  here  the  golden  angel,  and  man  —  the  sun, 
moon ,  and  star ,  a  golden  anchor  and  ship ,  knight ,  lion, 
lamb,  and  boar,  an  oak  and  clover  leaf,  together  with 
the  inns  ,  strangely  denominated  the  whole ,  and  another 
world  9  but  without  specifying  whether  the  latter  was 
also  of  the  some  precious  n^etal.  I  query  whether  il 
would  be  in  the  eyes  of  many  such  a  bug  bear  if  so 
constituted. 
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It  was  Sunday  moming^  and  many  of  the  women  we 
met  were  already  adorned  for  their  attendance  on  the 
religious  duties  of  the  day,  but  I  could  biit  observe 
whether  in  fall ,  or  in  undress  ,  and  not  a  few  might  be 
triily  said  to  give  their  beauties  to  the  gaze  of  man, 
being  most  negligently  attired,  this  place  is  not  so  cele<^ 
brated  for  the  charms  of  its  fair  inhabitants ,  as  for  the 
attractions  of  its  other  beauties. 

To  a  friendly  peasant  we  were  indebted  for  not  taking 
a  wrong  direction ,  who  perceiving  us  take  a  road  he 
thought  perhaps  too  much  to  the  left,  and  imagining  we 
might  be  in  error,  called  after  us,  and  after  respectfully 
enquiring  if  we  were  not  intending  to  go  to  Adolphseck', 
and  receiving  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  walked  a 
short  distance  with  us,  in  order  to  set  us  right,  and 
then  wishing  us  a  good  journey  took  bis  leave. 

Surely  a  more  friendly,  people  than  the  Germans  do 
not  exist ,  for  whether  in  the  higher  walks ,  or  the  more 
bumble  stations  of  life  allotted  to  us  in  it,  the  native  of 
this  country  does  not  lose  by  a  comparison  with  the 
inhabitant  of  any  part  of  the  world ;  for  I  must  admit , 
with  as  ardent  a  love ,  and  as  national  a  feeling  for  my 
dear  native  land  as  eTcr  circulated  through  the  veins  of 
an  Englishman,  the  general,  inborn  kindness  and  urbanity 
of  manners  towards  strangers  is  not  to  be  met  with  in 
English  society  generally,  nor  to  be  traced  even  in  the 
refinement ,  and  polish  of  French  manners. 

The  walk  to  Adolphseck  from  Schwalbach  is  romanti- 
cally beautiful  and  is  one  of  the  favourite  promenades  of 
the  visitors  to  the  latter  place.  To  the  right  of  the  lofty 
road  the  descent  to  the  lovely  valley  below  is  at  places 
extremely  steep ,  and  covered  with  brush  wood  ^  thro' 
which  many  an  obtruding  rock  forces  itself  on  the  notice 
of  the  traveller.  Through  the  rich  meadows  in  the  valley 
meanderSx  the  Aar,  a  clear  and  lovely  little  stream,  which 
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intersected  by  many  a  tufted  island ,  sweeps  in  its  course 
tLrough  the  confined  and  rocky  channel  destined  for  ita 
bed ,  and  forms  the  murmuring  water  fall  $  at  once  an 
object  of  delight  to  eye  and  ear.  This  stream  abounds 
in  'trout  and  is  celebrated  for  its  small  crabs.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  valley  the  hills  clothed  with  wood 
from  the  very  base  to  their  utmost  pinnacles ,  ami  pre^ 
senting  to  the  delighted  traveller  many  a  flinty  front  of 
mighty  rock ,  seem  to  transport  him  almost  to  the  land 
of  Tell ,  and  in  the  contemplation  of  the  majesty  of  na- 
ture fires  .his  bosom  with  feelings,  free  and  unshackled 
as  that  noble  patriot  felt »  and  as  the  bold  scene  he  sees 
before  him.  Till  I  had  further  bent  my  steps ,  and  pene- 
trated into  this  land  teeming  alike  with  nature's  beauties^ 
nature's  richest  gifts ,  I  could  not  have  believed  a  more 
luxuriantly  rich ,  or  lovely  spot  could  e'er  be  found ;  but 
a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  its  beauties  convinced 
me  to  the  contrary,  and  introduced  me  to  a  Paradise  on 
earth* 

Passing  over  a  rude  stone  bridge  we  entered  the  ro- 
mantically situated  village  of  Adolphseck ,  built  entirely 
on  a  rock,  and  which  with  its  picturesque  church,  one 
of  the  smallest  places  of  religious  worship  I  ever  beheld, 
and  the  remains  of  its  once  proud  castle  hanging  o'er 
the  lovely  valley ,  it  once  commanded ;  together  with 
the  peacefully  gliding  stream  with  whose  even  course  it 
formed  a  contrast  sad  to  contemplate ,  and  which  as  a  mo- 
numental pile  of  former  greatness  erected  o'er  humanity's 
remains ,  we  regard  oft  with  a  feeling  of  pity  for  the 
vanity  of  man,  lay  all  before  us. 

The  remains  of  this  castle  are  but  small ,  an  outward 
wall  being  all  that  the  effect  of  time,  or  the  no  less 
destructive  hand  of  man  have  left,  to  mark  the  spot  where 
once  proud  barons  issued  forth  to  war  for  princes ,  or 
to   plunder   for   themselves.     The   whole    space   enclosed 
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TPithin  the  wall ,  a  part  of  wliich  is  only  three  feet  higb, 
the  altitude  of  the  highest  part  being  only  twelve*  feet, 
and  embracing  a  circumference  of  only  150  feet  is  now 
planted  with  oats.  A  moat  which  from  its  position  must 
have  been  always  dry,  seems  to  have  been  cut  through 
the  solid  rock,  and  now  is  filled  up  and  planted  in  part 
with  corn ,    and  part  with  vegetables. 

In  this  country ,  so  fruitful  in  romance ,  each  moul- 
dering pile  that  gives  to  German  scenery  so  much  of 
interest,  has  some  legendary  tale  or  woud'rous  saw,  the 
record '  of  its  once  proud  lord ,  or  robber  -  knight ;  and 
which  the  inventive  brain  of  man  has  fashioned  for  the 
'chivalrous  descendant  of  the  one ,  or  for  the  lovers  of 
the  marvellous  in  the  other ,  some  founded  too  in  fact , 
have  been  so  tortured  in  recital  through  succeeding  ages, 
as  scarce  to  merit  more  belief  than  fable  of  the  heathen 
wofid ;  while  others  are  so  puerile  as  hardly  to  deserve 
a  passing  observation;  but  where  as  in  the  traditions 
handed  down  to  us  respecting  this  once  stately  pile ,  we 
can ,  midst  the  romance  attached  to  it ,  trace  some  facts 
connected  with  history ,  we  wander  o'er  its  ruins  with  a 
mingled  feeling  of  interest  and  delight.  Such  is  the  case 
with  this  once  stately  pile ,  and  briefly  I  will  tell  its 
simple  tale. 

Adolphns  of  Nassau;  one  of  Germany's  bravest  Em- 
perors, but  whose  reign  was  rendered  unquiet  thro'  the 
machinations  of  the  king  of  France ,  and  whose  subjects 
notwithstanding  his  amiable  qualities  were  often  stirred 
np  to  rebel  againt  their  monarch,  had  on  one  occasion 
received  in  battle ,  against  the  belligerant  bishop  of  Stras- 
burg,  a  wound,  that  caused  him  to  be  conveyed  from 
the  field  of  slaughter  to  an  adjoining  nunnery. 

For  the  royal  sufferer  nothing  could  be  more  soothing, 
than  the  care  with  which  his  couch  of  sickness  was  at- 
tended   by   the  sisterhood;  'or    more  alleviating  than  the 
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sympathy  tbey  eylnced,  and  solicitade  they  expressed  for 
his  recovery.  Who  9  particularly  in  youth,  (the  king  was 
just  ripening  into  manhood),  \^'onld  not  willingly  suffer 
martyrdom  for  such  a  measure  of  delight.  An  infidel 
alone  could  douht ,  so  tended,  in  the  recovery  of  the 
I&ing;  his  was  though  but  the  exchange  of  one  for  a  far 
more  deeply  seated  w^ound.  To  a  fair  novice,  lovely  as 
Hebe,  whose  only  weapon  was  a  dark  blue  eye,  the 
vanquished  monarch  owed  this  wound.  lie  told  her  of 
his  pain,  swore  by  the  cross,  of  course  she  dared  not, 
pious  maid  to  doubt  the  oath ,  that  she  alone  could  mi- 
nister relief  to  one  so  sore  afflicted;  and  that  her  love 
alone  could  leech  the  malady  away ,  for  else  the  wound 
would  rankle  to  his  death.  No  more  would  Imagina, 
such  was  the  maiden's  name ,  attend  the  sufferer's  couch, 
and  one  less  lovely  sought  to  minister  to  his  wants. 
Although  as  sedulous  the  pious  sister  tended'  on  the 
sick,  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  tho'  more  experienced 
far ,  (for  Grizla  now  had  passed  the  autumn  of  her  days), 
she'd  not  the  gift  so  well  to  please  the  monarch.  Much, 
very  much  might  be  advanced  in  favour  of  the  matron's 
skill ,  compared  with  that  of  inexperienced  youth ,  but  so 
perverse  is  human  nature ,  that  I  fear  the  staid  old  nurse, 
with  slow  and  measured  step,  will  ne'er  be  so  much 
prized,  as  the  more  youthful,  tho'  less  skillful  fair.  — 
But  to  my  story.  After  a  stormy  week ,  the  tempest  of 
passion  raging  in  his  breast ,  the  monarch  was  surprised 
by  a  visit  of  his  fairer  nurse,  who  gently  stole  to  Adolph's 
cell.  The  inmates  of  the  convent  had  all  retired  to  rest, 
when  Imagina  took  her  lamp ,  and  forgetting  every  thing 
but  the  safety  of  the  noble  Adolph  ,  bent  her  trembling 
steps  towards  his  door.  Descended  from  a  long  line  of 
noble  ancestors ,  and  with  a  countenance  -  beaming  with 
intellectual  fire  ;  a  carriage  too  portraying  the  dignity  of 
her   birth,    which   her   coarse    habit  (meant  to  enshroud 
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eacli  beauty  from  all  earthly  gaze),  did  bat  augment, 
stood  tlie  lovely  maid  before  tb'  enamoured  man.  Ere 
tbe  monarcb  could  recover  from  the  surprise  in  \¥hich 
ber  presence ,  and  at  such  an  hour  too ,  bad  thrown  him, 
tbe  maiden,  motioning  him  to  silence,  placed  in  bis  band 
a  scroll,  and  said  —  «  Your  faithful  greyhound,  banished 
from  your  presence  since  your  illness ,  this  evening  laid 
this  paper  at  my  feet,  but  bow  he  obtained  possession 
of  tbe  same  ,  I  know  not.  »  Scarcely  could  Adolpb  fix 
bis  eyes ,  so  apt  to  wander  to  the  lovely  fair ,  sufficient 
time  upon  tbe  sheet  to  read  its  purport ,  when  rising 
from  his  couch  be  thus  addressed  the  maid. ».  By  this 
same  scroll ,  tbe  warning  of  a  secret  friend  I  find  the 
reverend  Bishop  intends  me  here  tbe  honour  of  a  visit; 
ah !  to  surprise  me  in  this  bless'd  retreat  -^  bless'd  since 
it  made  me  happy  in  the  love  of  thee ,  my  pure ,  my 
lovely  bride-!  —  such  you  must  be  —  nay  start  not,  — 
say  loved  Imagine  will  you  not  quit  with  me  these  holy 
walls ,  and  the  crown  with  Adolpb  share ,  as  thou  already 
sfaar'st  bis  heart. »  To  each  opposing  argument  of  tbe 
maid  the  enamoured  monarch  proffered  all  his  lofty  sta- 
tion could  command ,  but  urged  in  vain ;  till  in  extreme 
of  love  be  vowed  he'd  stay,  and  brave  the  Bishop's 
vengeance  ere  he'd  alone  depart. 

"What  not  his  honied  words,  what  not  tbe  promised 
splendour  of  a  crown  could  win  from  fair  Imagine ,  tbe 
fear  of  danger  to  the  object  of  her  love  achieved.  As  if 
to  hasten  her  resolve,  an  indistinct  and  fearful  noise,  as 
of  tbe  approach  of  armed  men  now  struck  upon  her  ear. 
In  baste  tbe  monarcb  threw  bis  mantle  o'er  ber  trembling 
frame ,  and  aided  by  ber  knowledge  of  a  subterranean 
path,  they  safely  reached  a  road  which  led  directly  to 
tbe  Rhine.  The  distance  was  not  great,  and  urged  by 
hope  and  fear  the  maiden  hastened  on  ,  supported  by  her 
happy  lover.     Grossing  at  earliest  dawn  of  day  the  silver 
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Rliine,  tkcy  readied  ere  long^  the  lovely  valley  of  the 
Aar,  where  castle  Adolphseck,  bat  recently  erected, 
reeeiyed  the  lotely  pair. 

Tranquil  as  the  vale  in  "which  they  lived,  and  as  the 
love  they  felt ,  now  glided  on  the  monarch's  days  ,  and 
80  abstracted  him  from  state  affairs  ,  that  soon  his  bitter 
foes,  taking  advantage  of  the  monarch's  absence,  had  time 
and  opportunity  to  effect  his  fall ,  and  gave  proud  Albert, 
Austria's  haughty  lord ,  too  much  advantage  o'er  th'  en- 
amoured kingr  Aiming  at  the  crown,  bold  Albert,  aided 
by  the  crafty  prelate  of  fair  Mentz ,  a  bishop  of  the 
family  of  Epstein ,  and  the  near  akin  to  Adolph,  Adolph's 
bitter  foe  ,  advanced  to  combat  with  the  noble  prince. 

Long  had  brave  Adolph  to  contend  against  the  pleadings 
of  his  lovely  wife ,  who  sought  permission ,  as  his  squire 
disguised ,  in  male  attire  to  tend  upon  her  lord ,  but 
overcome  at  last  she  gave  consent  to  his  entreaty,  and 
eonght  protection  in  the  convent  Rosenthal  near  to  the 
town  of  Worms. 

One  stormy  night  while  suppliant  at  the  altar  of  her 
God,  she  prayed  his  outstretched  arm  might  shield  from 
every  ill  her  dearest  lord,  a  moaning  sound,  near  to  her 
chamber  door  transfixed  the  maid  with  fear  —  'twas 
Adolph's  faithful  hound,  which  bleeding  at  the  mouth  from 
o'er  strained  speed ,  dropped  at  the  maiden's  feet  his 
charge  ,  the  tidings  doomed  to  wring  the  heart  of  her  it 
loved ,  then  licked  her  hand ,  on  which  it  left  a  bloody 
mark ,  fixed  its  enquiring  eye  upon  her  face ,  and  with 
a  moan  —  'twas  life's  last  effort  —  died. 

With  trembling  hand  she  broke  the  seal ,  but  ere 
she'd  time  to  scan  the  writing  o'er ,  beneath  the  casement 
of  her  room  they  bore  with  martial  pomp  her  Adolph's 
corpse. 

For.  many  years  the  pious  of  the  cloister  Rosenthal 
would  indicate   the    spot  where    rest   the  -  loVers    of  fair 
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AdolpLseck;  in  death,  as  in  their  lives,  united.  It  only 
remains  to  be  obseryed  that  Albert  urged  by  the  meek 
and  mitred  christian  of  fair  Mentz  desti^oyed  the  home 
of  Adolph  and  his  queen ,  and  laid  its  beauties  low. 

The  hills  which  on  three  sides  enclose  this  sweet 
retreat  are  chiefly  very  lofty,  and  feathered  to  the  top 
with  stately  timber,  or  the  more  lowly  shrub.  On  leayin(f 
the  castle ,  and  close  to  the  entrance  of  the  village  from 
the  road  leading  to  Hohenstein  there  is  a  pretty  water- 
fall, sufficiently  large,  even  in  this  dry  season  to  supply 
three  small  mills.  Here  we  descended  into  another,  yet 
more  loyely  valley ,  following  still  the  course  of  the  Aar, 
which  flowed  with .  increasing  for^e  over  its  rocky  bed , 
forming  innumerable  falls ,  and  causing  a  rippling  sound, 
lovely  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  nightingale's  note, 
and  the  thousand  feathered  songsters  caroling  forth  their 
song  of  joy.  Grossing  many  a  mountain  stream  of  most 
delicious  water ,  which  lent  their  aid  to  swell  the  little 
valley  stream,  and  passing  a  ravine  on  the  left,  we 
entered  a  woody  road,  the  underwood  of  which  almost 
formed  an  arbour  above  our  heads  ,  we  at  length  turi^ed 
sharp  to  the  left,  and  ascending  a  lofty  hill  beneath  the 
foliage  of  the  oak  and  beech,  we  at  length  reached  an 
open  space  of  cultivated  land ,  o'er  which  still  ascending, 
a  view ,  rivaling  all-  we'd  seen  before  ,  burst  upon  us  in 
splendour,  beyond  the  power  of  the  pen  to  tell.  To  the 
right  and  left  stupendous  hills  covered  with  timber , 
seemingly  the  growth  of  centuries  —  before  us  rocks, 
the  abode  alone  of  the  nightly  prowling  fox,  or  ravenous 
bird  of  prey,  seemed  to  announce  the  boundary  of  nature; 
-—  such  "^ould  have  been  the  feeling ,  had  not  a  lovely 
valley  stretching  far  out  its  narrow  bounds  before  us, 
through  which  a  rivulet,  snake -like  coiled  its  devious 
course ,  seeming  a  silver  ^line  ( in  the  rays  of  the  mor- 
ning's  sun),    drawn  through   the  winding   green   of  this 
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eneliaiitiii£p  vale,  led  tbe  eye  beyond  this  seeming  limit 
of  this  world  of  care  to  shew  the  wondering  trareller 
the  habitation  of  his  fellow  man  ,  and  wake  him  from  his 
fancied  dream.  Brenthal ,  lovely  in  the  distance  appeared 
to  terminate  this  most  enchanting  valley,  and  woald 
almost  have  ri vetted  us  to  the  spot ,  had  not  a  monitor 
within ,  extinqaished  quite  the  ardour  of  romance ,  the 
poet's  fervour ,  and  brought  the  mind  down  from  'its  to- 
wering height ,  to  satisfy  the  body's  cravings ,  which 
loudly  called  for  —  breakfast.  Turning  to  the  right  we 
in  a  few  minutes  arrived  at  Hohenstein,  a  small  moun- 
tain viUage ,  so  seemingly  cut  off  from  all  communication 
with  the  world,  as  had  its  inmates  bade  their  fellow  man 
farewell.  Enquiring  the  way  to  the  inn,  we  were  directed 
to  a  miserable  hut ,  much  resembling  the  mud  cabin  of 
an  Irish  bog-trotter;  yet  miserable  as  was  its  accom- 
modation we  had  no  reason  to  repent  of  our  visit  to  it  9 
from  the  valuable  acquaintances  to  whom  it  introduced 
us.  On  a  floor  that  had  not  known  the  luxury  of  water 
for  many  a  year,  squatted  a  couple  of  half  naked  dirty 
urchins ,  while  the  combined  fumes  of  vile  tobacco ,  and 
the  more  wretched  potatoe  brandy ,  with  coblers  wax , 
and  sourcrout  preparing  for  the  dinner  of  the  family, 
almost  suffocated  us.  Apologizing  for  the  homeliness  of 
our  fare ,  our  really  intelligent  host  placed  before  us  our 
morning's  repast.  Hunger  they  say  is  the  best  sauce. 
We  feasted ,  if  not  sumptuously ,  at  least  plentifully. 
Mine  host  added  to  his  other  employments  of  hotel  keeper, 
farmer,  and  cattle  dealer,  the  useful  occupation  of  cobler, 
and  spite  of  what  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  might  affirm  to 
the  contrary  ,  was  no  doubt  a  good  christian,  tho%  employed 
on  a  Sunday  in  repairing  the  soles  of  those,  who  without 
his  aid  might  perhaps  have  been  prevented  attending  the 
other  soul  renovater  of  the  parish ,  and  for  whose  mi- 
nistering  aid  the   different  members  of  the   family  were 
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preparing.  A.  goliah  of  a  guardsman ,  who  it  seems  was 
on  farlongh,  was  officiating  with  true  military  precision 
as  yalet  de  chambre  to  the  son  of  the  landlord;  and  was 
tying  so  tight  round  his  neck  his  coloured  cravat »  as 
almost  to  throttle  the  poor  devil,  who  having  the  pre* 
vious  week  been  confirmed ,  was  now  preparing  to  receive 
the  sacrament.  A  damsel  of  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  y, 
was  receiving  the  aid  of  her  mother ,  evidently  proud  of 
the  occupation ,  or  of  her  offspring ,  in  combing  her  long, 
and  really  beautiful  bair ;  which  operation  performed', 
the  maiden  with  perfect  nonchalance  raised  her  garments 
to  her  knees ,  put  on  a  pair  of  blue  worsted  stockings  , 
and  having  gartered  them ,  allowed  an  admiring  Romeo 
to  place  a  sprig  of  rosemary  and  sage  in  the  innocent 
bosom  of  his  love.  Reader  you  may  regard  these  acts 
perhaps  as  proofs  of  an  absence  of  female  virtue  and 
deVsorum,  but  'tis  the  absence  of  vice  that  fancies  no  ill, 
where  none  is  meant,  and.  in  its  simplicity  dreams  not 
that  others  regard  as  indecorous  ,  that ,  which  her  own 
,  innocence  views  as  natural ,  and  innoxious.  That  vice 
exists  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  every  other,  —  that 
the  female  character  here  is  not  exempt  from  its  baneful 
influence ,  admits  not  of  a  doiibt ,  as ,  (particularly  those 
who  reside  in  garrisoned  towns  have  reason  to  know ) , 
but  to  the  salutary  regulations  of  the  government,  the 
inhabitants  are  spared  the  display  of  immorality,  which 
stalks  abroad  in  other  countries,  outraging  every  feeling 
of  decency ;  of  which  not  only  our  streets ,  but  theatres , 
and  places  of  public  resort,  afford  a  heart  sickening  proof. 
A  sharp  nosed ,  ferret  eyed  tailor ,  stood  motionless 
in  astonishment ,  either  at  our  foreign  language ,  or  our 
frequent  application  to  the  loaf  and  butter.  Before  leaving 
our  inn  six  or  seven  youths ,  friends  of  the  landlord's  son, 
and  like  himself  young  communicants ,  came  to  attend  him 
to  the  church ,  each  adorned  with  a  hat  large  enough  for 
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two  such  heads  as  those ,  which ,  for  a  brief  period  they 
were  destined  to  shelter  ,  each  hat  an  heir  -  loom  ,  which 
doubtless  had  descended  from  father  to  son  for  generations, 
being  an  appendage  to  the  charms  of  the  person  only 
worn "  on  festive  occasions ,  sach  as  the  present ,  when 
each  as  a  matter  of  coarse  must  be  adorned  with  a  beaver. 

Accompanied  by  the  before  mentioned  soldier,  who 
officiated  as  guide ,  we  proceeded  through  the  village  to 
the  magnificent  ruins  of  Hohensteiu  castle  ,  which  standing 
on  a  rock  not  so  high  as  that  on  which  the  village  rests 
its  peaceful  head ,  is  not  perceived ,  till  all  at  once  it 
stays  the  traveller's  steps  with  wonder  and  delight.  At 
a  short  distance  our  companion ,  a  really  sharp  clever 
fellow ,  pointed  out  to  us  a  house  ,  where ,  in  the  summer 
season ,  the  curious  who  come  from  the  different  baths  to 
visit  these  beautiful  ruins,  are  accommodated  with  refresh- 
ments. Here  too  we  could  doubtless  have  met  with  better 
cheer;  but  as  character,  quite  as  much  as  the  romantic 
scenery  of  this  delightful  land ,  and  a  participation  in  its 
luxuries,  is  the  object  of  my  search,  I  would  not  have 
exchanged  acquaintance  with  mine  host ,  my  hero  guide  , 
or  the  sight  of  the  well  proportioned  leg  of  the  pretty  lass 
of  Hohensteiu,  which  might  have  vied  with  the  plaster 
representation  of  that  of  the  facinating  Vestri's ,  'which  I 
remember  some  years  back  created  no  small  sensation  in 
the  metropolis ,  for  all  the  dainties  of  a  German  kitchen  , 
or  a  taste  of  its  cabinet  wines. 

When  the  present  reigning  prince  of  Nassau  came  to 
the  government  of  the  country,  he  was  fresh  from  the 
university,  or  the  military  academy,  neither  peculiarly 
adapted  to  impart  a  very  ardent  love  either  of  antiquity  , 
(except  in  the  classics ,  or  the  history  of  the  heroes  of 
old  ) ,  or  of  the  beauties  of  nature  ,  the  result  was ,  that 
tho'  unable  to  deface  the  charms  of  the  latter ,  the  former 
specimens  of  pikst  grandeur  were  many  of  them  sold,  alone 
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for  the  wood  work  they  contained »  and  became  a  prey 
to  avarice  of  the  speculator.  Thus  Hohenstein  —  thus 
many  a  lordly  castle  ,  the  proud  abode  of  valiant  noble  , 
or  of  robber- knight,  succumbed.  But  to  the  credit  of 
his  highness'  government  it  was  no  sooner  made  aware  of 
the  vandal  spoliation  ^  than  it  stayed  the  hand  of  the 
destroyer ,  and  left  to  time  the  work  of  destruction.  To 
the  good  feeling  of  the  ruler  of  this  lovely  land,  pains 
are  now  taken  to  preserve  what  yet  remains  of  these  fast 
mouldli^ing  piles ,  and  to  the  delight  of  the  lover  of  anti- 
quity ,  and  to  the  traveller  in  search  of  romance ,  or  the 
legendary  tales  connected  with  these  monuments  of  former 
magnificence  ,  these  remnants  of  bye  gone  greatness ,  at 
the  express  order,  and  at  the  private  expence  of  the  Duke, 
they  are  preserved  from  the  hand  of  spoliation. 

Should  this  tribute  of  a  stranger's  gratitude,  the  thanks 
of  an  ardent  lover  of  these  cherished  remnants  of  feudal 
power ,  afford  his  highness  the  least  feeling  of  satisfaction, 
I  can  assure  him ,  that  this  feeling  is  shared  by  thousands, 
who  like  myself  can  estimate  his  good  taste ,  and  laud  so 
excellent  an  application  of  his  funds. 

Well  arranged  balustrades,  and  broad  staved  ladders, 
all  in  their  construction  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  archi- 
tecture of  the  building  ,  afford  a  means  of  Communication 
with  the  different  parts  of  the  ruins ,  and  give  the  visitor 
an  opportunity  of  prosecuting  his  search  over  every » part 
of  the  edifice ,  and  of  satisfying  the  curiosity  excited  by 
a  survey  of  these  ruins,  even  in  the  mind  of  the  most 
apathetical.  Far  from  mine  ^being  allayed ,  the  visit  to 
Hohenstein  did  but  augment  my  desire,  still  farther  to 
explore  each  mouldering  pile. 

Having  a  long  day's  march  before  me,  I  left  this  lovely 
spot ,  and  attended  by  our  companion  of  the  castle ,  and 
whom  I  engaged  to  accompany  us  a  mile  or  two ,  as  much 
for  the  information  I  gleaned  from  him,  as  for  his  services 
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as  g^de ,  we  passed  the  lovrly  house  of  pragrer ,  which 
was  surrounded  by  the  young  communicants  about  to  re- 
ceive the  holy  sacrament.  I  stepped  beneath  its  humble 
roof,  and  experienced  a  sensation  of  exquisite  delig^ht, 
when  contrasting  its  simple  architecture  ,  ,  with  its  more 
stately  neighbour.  The  one,  like  its  former  lordly  in« 
mates  sunk  in  the  lap  of  oblivion ,  while  as  the  benign 
Religion  of  the  Saviour ,  which  it  is  destined  to  be  the 
means  of  propagating ,  gratitude  for  the  blessing^t  dis* 
penses,  will  stay  the  hand  of  desolation,  and  bid  it^Rurish 
through  ages  yet  unborn.  Beneath  the  organ ,  written 
upon  a  board  surrounded  by  artificial  flowers ,  were  the 
names  of  ten  heroes  of  Hohcnstein,  who  in  the  campaigns 
of  1814  and  IBIS  had  left  their  native  village  to  combat 
against,  (spite  of  all  his  traducers  dare  to  the  contrary  to 
affirm),  the  greatest  captain  of  the  age*  One  only  it  ap- 
peared had  sunk  in  a  soldier's  grave,  the  nine  returned, 
to  fight  their  battles  o'er  again ,  and  give  nine  versions  of 
the  self  same  fight. 

From  the  point  of  rock  on  which  stands  the  lowly 
church,  the  view  of  the  castle  is  most  magnificent.  Much 
of  this  superb  structure  still  remains.  On  one  of  the 
towers ,  whose  delapidated  state  precludes  the  possibility 
of  ascending  it,  an  elm  tree  is  growing,  and  had  just  put 
forth  its  foliage  of  spring's  loveliest  green.  My  guide  had 
a  strange  confused  tale  to  relate  of  this  tree ,  namely , 
that  'whenever  the  possessor  of  this  castle  was  guilty  of  a 
falsehood  of  peculiar  atrercity ,  the  tree  failed  to  put  forth 
its  leafy  mantle ,  and  that  to  his  own  knowledge  ,  for  the 
space  of  seven  years  it  bore  no  signs  of  life,  he  vowed ^ 
and  then  burst  forth  in  all  its  pristine  loveliness  again 
Naturalists  I  shall  leave  to  decide  this  knotty  point  — " 
tho'  some  reflecting,  deep  read  politicians,  easily  account 
for  this  strange  appearance.  While  taking  a  last,  a 
lingering  look  towards  this  most  enchanting  spot ,    where 
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Aatitre  his  combtnod  with  art,  to  vender  it  loveliest  of 
the  lovely 9  thd  Tilla(;e  BchoolmaBter  introduced  himself^ 
with  some  remark  upon  the  castle  or  its  situation ,  and 
finding  me  desirous  of  every  information  respecting  its 
history,  fabulous  or  true «  he  said  he  had  found  some  three 
years  hack  a  coin  ^  which  he  was  certain  was  either  — 
(no  douht'  he  was  correct)  —  Roman  —  Spanish  —  or  of 
the  Swedish  king,  the  |j[i*eat  Gustavus,  and  he  would  fetch 
it,  i^L  wished  to  see  it  '—  I  thanked  him,  and  strait 
begai^R  rub  my  eyes,  that  t  more  clearly  might  decide 
the  point ,  for  in  imagination ,  I  strained  their  powers ,  in 
the  proud  hope  to  solve  the  mystery  -^  when  ^^  after  a 
long  delay ,  my  Solon  came ,  and  with  a  dismal  fkce  de« 
clared  he  had  mislaid  his  treasure.  Disappointed  in  the 
triumph  I  had  anticipated  in  the  display  of  superior  eru- 
dition ,  I  slung  my  knapsack  again  across  my  shoulder  ^ 
and  proceeded  towards  the  lovely  valley  leading  to  Katzen* 
ellenbogen ;  but  had  not  proceeded  many  paces  $  when  I 
was  accosted  by  a  panting  messenger ,  despatched  by  the 
pastor  of  the  village,  with  a  request  $  that  t  would  return 
and  favour  him  with  a  moment's  conversationi  The  divine, 
a  thin  young  nian  of  pleasing  exterior ,  apologized  for  so 
abruptly  sending  after  me^  (it  would  have  derogated  from 
his  holy  calling,  and  in  his  canonical  robes  to  have  him- 
self ran  after  a  legend  seeking  pedestrian  ) ,  but  hearing  I 
was  anxious  to  obtain  information,  for  I  had  communi- 
cated to  the  schoolmaster  the  object  of  my  journey,  he  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  l*equesting^my  return*  He  then  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  ia  possession  of  some  historical 
facts  5  and  original  anecdotes  connected  with  the  castle  ^ 
which ,  if  it  was  my  wish  to  possess ,  he  would  with  much 
pleasure  send  mc ,  so  soon  as  he  had  them  returned  from 
a  friend ,  to  whom  he  had  lent  the  manuscript.  We  ex- 
changed cards,  not  hostily  I  am  sure,  and  I  once  knore 
resumed  my  journey.     No  Sooner  w«re  we  out  of  sight  than 
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■ij  comBumieatiYe  fpsdde  gave  me  tbe  simple  history  of 
tke  pastor  of  Hohenstein.  Tbe  IVeverend  Mr.  W —  was, 
lie  said,  a  young  man  of  such  peculiarly  amiable  manners, 
as  immediately  obtained  for ,  and  continued  to  him ,  tbe 
love  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  bad  resided 
some  time  in  the  parish,  imitating  the  example  of  his 
heavenly  master,  going  about  to  do  good,  the  minister 
of  peace ,  and  the  father  of  his  flock.  —  Such  praise  is 
far  more  worth  than  all  tbe  honied  words  that  courtier's 
tongue  e'er  breathed.  —  He  was  a  single  man,  a  sister 
kept  bis  house,  no  doubt  in  all  simplicity,  for  as  my 
guide  affirmed  «  surpassing  rich  with  less  than  forty  po^M^i 
a  year »  he'd  yet  to  spare  for  those  who  sought  his  aid. 
This  living  had  been  worth,  with  glebe,  tithes,  vfood  etc. 
^1  iOOO  guldens,  but  the  present  incumbent  had  to  make 
ends  meet  with  400,  including  the  rent  of  his  house  ^ 
which  out  of  this  pittance  he  was  obliged  to  hire ,  there 
being  no  parsonage  ,  nor  funds  to  build  one  with.  What 
would  a  richly  endowed  pluralist  in  dear  England  say  to 
tkis! 

To  this  gentleman  I  am  indebted  for  the  very  little 
information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  respecting  this 
magnificent  ruin ,  and  which  in  about  two  months  subse- 
^ent  to  our  meeting ,  he ,  in  a  most  polite  and  friendly 
letter,  eicpressive  of  his  regret  that  be  could  not  contri« 
bute  more  largely  to  my  work,  sent  me.  By  this  account 
it  appeai^B  that  an  ancestor  of  the  house  of  Katzenellen* 
i>ogea  was  the  original  founder  of  this  castle  ,  and  in 
whose  possession  the  surrounding  domain  had  been,  so 
far  back  as  any  record  of  this  country  reached.  In  1 1 90 
tbe  first  specific  account  of  this  place  is  given,  when  it 
appears  a  Count  of  Kateenellenbogen,  added  to  his  other 
titles ,  that  of  Count  of  Hohenstein ;  for  in  all  subsequent 
writings  he  was  denominated.  Count  of  K —  and  H — . 
Alternately   at    tbe   two    eastles   so    named,    the    count 
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resided,    the  surrounding  villages  and  ricb  domains  form' 
ing  a  princely   property ,    and   the  whole   appertaining  to 
the  noble     family ,    then  one    of   the    most  celebrated  in 
Germany.     The  residence   of  the  Count   imparted   an   im- 
portance to  the    district ,    little   short  of  that  experienced 
in  the  proximity   of  the   court  of  royalty ,    till   some  time 
after  the  erection  of  the  castles  Reichenburg  and  Schwal- 
bach   by   the    same   Count,    deprived   Hohenstein   of  this 
advantage.    We  trace  nothing  of  importance  in  the  account 
of  this  place  till  1219  when   Count  Diether  died.      His 
son  Henry,    who   having  lived  in  a  state  of  celebacy  left 
no  legitimate   issue,  died  in  the  year  12'S5,    when   some 
feuds  took  place  between  an  illegitimate  son  of  Diether, 
and  Eberhard   nephew    of  the  deceased ;    when    after    an 
appeal   to    arms,    by   a  decision    of  the    states  the  whole 
property  was,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  natural  son,  divided 
in  favour  of  the  nephew,  and  another  individual  in  another 
line  of  the  family ;  but  by  the  subsequent  union  of  Count 
Johannis  with  a  daughter  of  the  other  branch,  the  whole 
property  came  again  into  the   old  line  ,    and  through  this 
marriage    subsequently     the    castle    Hohenstein    in    1585 
became    the    property,    and    residence    of    the    Countess 
Anna ,  one  of  the  loveliest  women  of  the  age ,   who  mar- 
rying   a    descendant    of  the.  natural    son,    (raised  to  the 
dignity    of  noble    from    his    rare    qualities    and    valorous 
deeds , )    he  thro'  this  connection  united    all    the    several 
branches    again.      On   the    27th  June    1497    the    last    of 
this    noble    race   died ,    and   the    estates  belonging  to  the 
family   devolved    on   the    bouse    of  Hessen  Cassel.     From 
this    period   the    setting   of  the    sun    of  Hohenstein  com- 
menced,   nor   e'er    again   arose.     Her  lofty  halls  no  more 
resoun4ed   with   the   clank   of  arms ,    no  more  was  heard 
the    minstrel's    song;    the    costly    feast    of   armed   knights 
and    noble    dames    no    more    was    known ,    and   the    once , 
proud  Hohenstein    assumed  the    garb  of  sadness  and  des- 


THE  UHU.    ROMANCE.  53 

puir  —  till  a  mere  pile  of  bare  and  naked  walls  it  fell  to 
Nassau's  prince  —  its  day  is  o*er  —  naught  but  a  pile  of 
mins ,  it  reads  a  lesson  to  aspiring  man ,  and  leads  tbe 
mind  to  contemplation. 

By   a   most  interesting   road  on  tbe  left  of  the  highly 
romantic  valley   of  the  Aar ,    and  following  its  serpentine 
course ,    of  whose    presence    when    not   geen  we   felt   the 
proximity ,   from  its  murmnr  of  delight ,  as  o'er  its  rochy 
bed    it  formed    the  sparkling  water   fall ,    we  were    some- 
times so  embedded  in  wo#i ,    as  to   be  shut  ont  from  the 
view  of  the  valley ,    and    opposite  rocks    and  hills  in  our 
progress   towards   Rechterode.      On   passing    a  more  than 
usually  wild  and  interesting  spot ,  a  sort  of  Freyschiifz's 
'wolfs  glen,  where  rocks,  inaccessible  to  the  approach  of 
•man ,  frown'd  sullenly  o'er    the    lovely   vale  ,     our    guide 
amnsed    us  with    an   account    of  the  Uhu,    the  inhabitant 
of   this    dismal  place.      I  know  not   how   often  according 
to    his   account  this   bird   of  prey  had  been  the  olijcet  of 
the  jager's    aim  ;    but    vain   the  ev'ry  effort  'of  his  utmost 
skill;  not  e'en  the  bullet  of  the  far  famed  Caspar,  charmed 
as    it   was,    could    pierce    the  body    of  this    noted   bird, 
which  as  our  veracious  narrator  said,  was  surely  leagued 
with,    if  not  the    old   one  self.     That  feeling  of  romance 
so  characteristic   in  the  German   nation  in  general ,    that 
hankering    after    the  supernatural    so  common  among    the 
lower    ranks    of  society ,    that  even  their  most  celebrated 
writers  pander  to  the  appetite  of  the  people  for  the  mar- 
vellous ,     and    in   their   works    of  fiction ,    either  for   the 
closet  or  the  stage  ,  feed  the  insatiate  passion  which  they 
should  rather  seek  to  check ,    is  prevalent  in  all  ranks  of 
society  here. 

« Remove  the  beam  from  your  own  eye  before  you 
complain  of  the  mote  in  that  of  a  brother »  says ,  or 
something  like  it ,  the  proverb  ,  and  certainly  my  coun- 
trymen have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  German  literati 
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for  tbis.  glaring  f^iilt,  when  as  our  theatrical  represen- 
tations but  too  clearly  indicate,  how  great  is  the  craving 
created  for  such  trash ,  hy  several ,  who  pander  to  the 
had  taste  in  their  selections  from  the  worst  productions, 
of  the  worst  of  writers ;  and  when  a  set  of  translators , 
adapters,  and  arrangers  have  got  so  firm  a  footing  in 
our  theatres  that  it  has  heen  as  difficult,  even  for  a 
Knowles  to  introduce  an  original  comedy,  or  a  composer 
an  opera,  as  to  pass  a  measure  for  the  reform  of  a  long 
existing  abuse,  in  the  house  c§  lords. 

But  to  return  to  the  Uhu.  My  friend  the  guardsman 
•described  the  screech  of  this  bird  in  the  stillness  of 
nighf ,  aa  far  more  powerful  than  the  call  of  the  most 
atentorian  voice  he  ^ad  ever  heard ,  and  that  during  the 
raging  of  the  storm,  when  most  it  loved  te^  Iraise  ita 
hideous  cry ,  Hwas  heard  amid  the  clash  of  elements , 
delighting  in  the  atorm. 

Pursuing  the  course  of  this  ever  murmuring  stream, 
whose  waters  afford  as  much  sport  to  the  angler ,  from 
the  abundance  of  trout  that  glide  above  its  rocky  bed, 
aa  it  gives  pleasure  to  the  gourmand,  from  the  delicious 
crabs  caught  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  we  at  length 
came  to  a  part,  where  our  guide  informed  us  many  an 
otter  had  been  snared,  and  where  once^  on  a  dark  and 
dismal  night,  save  when  the  moon  sent  forth  ita  pale 
and  silv'ry  light ,  and  all  around ,  the  war  of  elements  , 
he  bent  his  anxious  steps  towards  home,  spite  of  his 
efforts  to  the  contrary,  his  mind  would  dwell  on  all  the 
horrors  of  the  spot ,  so  oft  related  by  the  peasant  of  the 
country  far  and  near.  He  tried  to  conjure  up  hia  courage 
to  his  aid ;  went  through  each  battle ,  skirmish  ,  and  each 
mid  -  night  watch,  that  he  had  shared ;  —  he  whistled  loud 
to  shew  how  well  the  ^pell  had  prospered;  he  tried  to 
tune  his  voice ,  but  as  he  raised  its  compass  to  evince 
his   perfect  self-possession,   the  horrid  Uhu  joined  hia 
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dismal  note  in  coneert  with  my  friend^  and  in  this  awfnl 
moment 9  a  hideous  monster,  such  as  a  German  dramatist, 
can  alone  portray ,  opposed  the  soldier's  way.  O'er  the 
grim  visage  of  this  monster  of  the  deep ,  for  nothing  short 
of  hell  he  thought  eonld  cradle  sneh  a  thing,  the  moon 
(twas  hardly  necessary ) ,  more  clearly  to  display  the  oIh 
ject  of  his  fright,  cast  o'er  its  form  a  pale,  unnatural 
light.  From  forth  its  fiery  eye-halls,  easting  light  enough 
to  shew  the  huge  proportions  of  this  forest  plantom, 
streamed  forth  a  blue  sepulchral  llame ,  such  as  we  follow* 
dancing  o'er  the  treacherous  moor,  when  fogs  and  vapours 
poison  the  wholesome  air.  Erect  it  stood  •—  not  so  my 
friend  -**  no  'more  the  hero  of  ten  hattles  saw ,  he  fainting 
sanh  before  the  horrid  form.  JIow  long  suspended .  ani- 
mation chained  him  to  the  ground,  or  how  ho  after  reached 
his  home  he  hardly  knew(  but  JIansHale  confirmed  in 
every  village  hind  the  sometimes  doubted  horrors  of  the 
glen ,  for  each  knew  Hans  to  be  a  valiant  man.  At  length 
a  hardy  peasant,  more  a  hero  than  the  rest,  offered  if 
three  or  four,  — •  by  day  light  too 5  -^  would  give  him 
countenance  to  the  dreaded  spot ,  he'd  lead  the  way. 

Duriug  the  night  much  rain  had  drenched  the  ground, 
and  Hans  sagaciously  observed ,  that  if  this  monster  really 
was  as  he  suspected,  u  the  gentlemanly  with  the  cloven 
foot ,  the  monarch  of  the  realms  below ,  they'd  trace  him 
by  bis  step.  The  hint  was  good,  each  anxiously  surveyed 
the  ground,  when  one  at  length  descjryed  the  very  spot 
where  Hans  had  ioundered  in  the  mud ,  and  on  a  bank , 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  spot ,  the  earth  was  strewed 
with  leaves  dismembered  '^from  the  tree  above.  Each  felt 
how  near  he  stood  now  to  the  awful  spot  $  nay  one ,  ii| 
whom  the  sense  of  smell  was  very  fine ,  declared  he  smelt 
the  sulphur  of  the  evil  one ,  and  strait  he  crossed  himself. 
Beneath  the  fallen  leaves,  by  one  removed,  the  oloven 
foot  •**  at  least  impression  of  the  same  was  foiind  $ ,  not  of 
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the  old  gentleman  himself ,  but  of  a  younger  branch  of  his 
family.  'Twas  that  of  widow. Grumbach's  goat,  who  wan* 
deringf  from  his  stall  in  search  of  what  was  rather  scarce 
at  home ,  had ,  evidently  to  reach  the  tempting  liiorsel , 
stood  erect  to  nibble  at  the  tender  leaves  »  and  so  assumed 
tlifi  semblance  of  the  wicked  one.  Many  with  far  less 
cause  for  fright ,  have  like  my  friend  shewn  quite  as 
much  the  white  feather. 

Speaking  of  the  military  service  in  general  my  guide 
said  very  little  in  praise  of  it^  but  described  that  of  Nassau 
in  particular  as  not  only  easy ,  but  as  replete  with  many 
comforts  for  the  soldier.  He  had  been  in  the  army  six 
years ,  as  the  period  each  man  is  by  the  law  obliged  to 
serve ,  and  three  years  out  of  six ,  that  he  had  renewed 
his  service  as  a  substitute  for  another.  This  the  good 
fellow  had  done  3  that  with  the  bounty  received  he  might 
add  a  few  comforts ,  to  the  poverty  of  a  widowed  mother 
7S  years  old,  whose  other  son  had  been  shot  in  an  engage- 
ment with  the  French  i^  the  campaign  of  1815  the  war 
of  independence  as  they  called  it.  .Such  conduct  as  that 
of  this  German  soldier  I  consider  the  finest  definition  of 
the  commandment ,  «  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother 
etc.  »  that  can  possibly  be  given. 

The  good  fellow  told  me  he  was  on  furlough  and  gave 
me  the  following  ac<UMint  of  the  military  arrangements  of 
the  country.  To  spare'  the  expense  of  such  a  military 
establishment  as  the  good  of  the  country  required,  each 
soldier  when  well  instructed  in  his  duty,  was  allowed  a 
furlough ,  or  in  other  words  was  obliged  to  take  one  for 
the  whole  of  his  time,  excepting  only  one  month  in  the 
year  for  exercise ,  thereby  the  state  kept  up  as  Jie  said 
a  large  military  force,  always  ready  for  active  service  if 
required,  without  in  general  depriving  the  agricultural 
community  of  the  services  of  the  men  as  labourers,  and 
yet    sparing   eleven  twelfths   of  the  expence    of  such   an 
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army ,  no  soldier  reeeivingf  pay  when  not  on  daty.  Tbis 
pay  amounted  only  as  my  informant  said  to  three  krentsert 
and  a  half  p.  day ,  or  about  one  penny  Engflish ,  out  of 
ivhicb ,  he  is  ob1i[j;ed  to  find  himself  in  blacking  and  pipe 
clay.  Independent  of  this  pay  though,  each  man  has  two 
excellent  meals  a  day  —  at  iO  o'clock  a  good  meat  soup, 
lialf  a  pound  of  beef  andj'ofood  vegetables  and  bread ;  and 
at  4  'o'clock  as  much  soup  ,  thickened  with  peas  ,  lentils, 
pearl  barley ,  or  potatoes  as  he  can  eat ,  and  much  better 
bread  than,  generally  is  given  to  a  soldier.  A  lieutenant  he 
said  received  one  gulden  or  1/0  p.  day,  and  was  obliged 
out  of  this  pay  to  find  his  own  uniform ;  and  consequently 
argued  my  communicative  friend  •  « the  officer  obliged  to 
keep  up  a  certain  appearance  on  so  wretched  a  pittance , 
is  not  much  better  off  than  we  poor  -devils  of  soldiers* » 
We  now  turned  sharp  to  our  left ,  and  ascending  the 
hill  thro'  the  wood ,  bade  farewell  for  a  time  to  Aar's 
most  lovely  vale.  I  must  indeed  be  in  the  vale  of  life 
when  I  forget  thee  ~  no  ne'er  can  be  effaced  from  my 
recollection  its  pure ,  but  rufiled  stream ,  its  charming 
meads,  its  lofty  hills,  its  hanging  woods  and  rocky  steeps. 
The  feeling  is  analagous  with  that  experienced  in  meeting 
with  a  highly  interesting  and  intelligent  stranger,  such 
as  you'd  wish  to  cultivate,  and  call  your  friend ;  dwelling 
with  rapture  on  his  every  word,  as  were  you  greedy  of 
the  treasures  of  his  mind,  and  feared  to  lose  one  word, 
one  thought ,  convinced  you  ne'er  would  hear  him  more. 
Such  I  confess  has  in  this  land  of  Gemiithlichkeit  often  been 
the  feeling  I  have  experienced ,  in  my  intercourse  with 
its  natives  ;  and  as  with  pleasure  I  shall  ever  dwell  on 
thy  beauties  lovely  vale,  so  will  memory  oft  revive  the 
recollection  of  my  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  thy 
highly  favoured  land,  and  cause  a  painful  feeling  when 
we  part.  On  taking  a  parting  glance,  and  making  an 
observation  to  my  guide  on  the  peaceful  character  of  the 
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valley,  and  tbe  tmall  tho'  querulous  stream  flowing  through 
its  middle ;  he  said  «  querulous  I  might  well  call  it ,  »  for 
he  assured  me  it  was  not  always  thus  quietly  confined 
within  its  channel ;  for  when  swollen  by  the  melting  of 
the  snow  on  th^.  surrounding  hills ,  it  assumed  a  threat- 
ening aspect  9  filling  the  valley  with  its  angry  waters , 
and  sweeping  all  before  it» 

The  analogy  to  he  drawn  between  the  stream  in  its 
present  peaceful  nature ,  and  that  of  a  man  of  an  amiable 
and  cultivated  mind,  may  be  still  further  extended,  if  we 
regard  it  swollen  to  such  importance  by  increasing  waters,^ 
as  in  its  mad  and  boisterous  course  to  master  every  op- 
position to  its  will,  as  likened  to  a  man  when  hurried 
away  by  headstrong  passions ,  and  no  longer  under  the 
control  of  virtue. 

The  stream  flowing  gently ,  tho*  devioutt  its  coiirsc  , 

How  easy  its  windings  we  trace  9 
Its  passage  we  lose ,  when  the  torrent's  dread  force 

The  valley  with  waters  deface. 

80  man,  undistnrh'd  by  the  troubles   of  life 

We  image  as  streams  in  repose ; 
While  tempest  raised  billows  and  bosom  of  strife , 

Alihe  angry  passions  disclose* 

Emerging  from  the  wood  we  had  now  an  extensive 
view  of  the  open  country ,  and  of  the  sweetly  situated  vil- 
lage of  Kettenbach ,  and  here  we  parted  with  my  honest 
guide :  I  give  him  thU  noblest  of  all  titles ,  because  on 
my  offering  him  a  5iS  hreutiser  piece,  he  declare^  bis 
inability  to  give  me  change ;  and  when  I  told  him  it  wa9 
all  his  own ,  he  said  half  the  amount  would  amply  com- 
pensate him  for  bis  time  and  trouble.  I  felt  more  dis- 
posed to  cross  it ,  as  Paddy  said  9  "^ith  an  other ,  than 
to  take  a  fraction  from  it.  This  though  was  a  lesson  for 
the  future ,  for  the  grateful  fellow  informed  mjE) »  that  for 
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sneli  seryices  as  he  had  performed  12  or  18  kreatzers  — 
wonld  be  a  handsome  recompense.  We  parted  ,  mutaally 
pleased  with  each  other,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  not 
often  have  I  at  leave  tahing  shook  hands  with  a  more 
honest  fellow.  And  with  this  parting,  I  will  take  leave 
too  of  my  readers ,  and  close  a  chapter  I  hope  of  some 
interest  with  those  who  love  simplicity,  and  can  be  satis- 
fied with  an  unvarnished  tale. 
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CHAPTER    3. 

Katzenellcnbogen  castle.  A  damsel  of  romance.  Genuine  hospitality. 
A  blue  animal.  How  to  a  take  the  conceit  out  of  a  man.»  Ilohen- 
stein.  An  account  in  chalk.  The  history  of  a  saddle,  u  A  flea  in 
the  ear.  »  A  IVash-ional  builder.  A  spy.  Absenteeism.  English 
comfort.  How  to  dismount  a  man  fron^  his  hobby.  Ardeck  castle. 
More  meanings  than  one  in  a  word.  «  The  nearer  the  church  the 
further  from  God »  exemplified.  Dietz.  A  good  charger.  A 
German  of  the  past  century.  A  hog.  Despotism.  Oranienstein* 
Dietz  castle.  The  penitentiary.  A  heayy  foot  -  ball.  The  game 
of  marbles  elucidated.  Bees  in  a  hire.  Prison  regulations.  Clas- 
sification of  prisoners.  A  lesson  for  financiers.  A  monster.  Female 
convicts.  A  wondei*ful  production  of  nature.  Disinterested  conduct* 
One  of  the  old  school.  Dictkirchen  church*  A  knapsack  —  pro 
and  con.  A  gem  from  the  emerald  isle.  A  miftiature  Paradise. 
Precocity  of  memory.     National  feeling. 

^^  e  now  proceeded  across  the  open  fields  leavings , 
the  villages  of  Ebertskausen ,  Schonborn  and  Dorsdorf , 
the  latter  containing^  a  strongs  mineral  spring,  to  our 
right,  and  leaving  a  road  we  just  touched  upon,  we  pro- 
ceeded by  a  foot  path  through  a  meadow,  and  soon  came 
to  a  mineral  spring,  round  which  a  wall  was  built,  with 
a  stone  seat  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors ,  being  full 
a  mile  distant  from  the  small  town  and  castle  of  Katzen- 
ellenbogen.  Here ,  being  very  thirsty  I  forgot  my  good 
resolves  of  Schwalbach  and  drank  most  copiously  of  this 
refreshing  spring,  proceeding  quite  renovated  by  my  draughty 
to  the  before  mentioned  little  town,  with  a  long  name.  Here 
arrived  we  directly  ascended  the  steep  rock  on  which 
the  castle's  situated ,  and  proceeded  to  the  court  yard  of 
the  inhabited  part  of  it.     Beneath  a  remarkably  fine  and 
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spreading  chesnnt   tree,  whose  branches  shaded  great  part 
of  the    building,    chairs    and   a   table   were  placed,    and 
thro'    an   open    door   to    the  right,    leading  to  a  pleasant 
small  garden    a   loyelj  view  of  the  country  in  the  direc- 
tion we  had  come  was  spread  before  us.     My  object  being 
to  obtain  CYcry  information  possible,    and   my  knowledge 
of  the  German    character  being   a  guarantee    for  at  least 
a  civil  reception,    I  ventured    to   ring  the  bell  suspended 
at   the    hall   door.      A    female    servant  who  answered  the 
summons    conducted    me   to  the  little  garden  before  men- 
tioned ,    where   I   had   the  pleasure  of  introducing  myself 
to  the  Rentmeister  O  — .     He  was  seated  in  a  little  sum- 
mer  house    built    on  a  projection  of  the  rock ,    and  com- 
manding as  lovely  a  view  as  imagination  well  could  paint. 
On  mentioning  the  object  I  had  in  view,  every  apartment 
in   the    castle    was    immediately    shewn   me.     A  most  ex- 
cellent    sitting  room,     furnished    more    with    regard    to 
comfort  than    to  splendour,    a  spacious  kitchen  glittering 
from  well    polished  tins  and  pewter ,    at  once  bespeaking 
the  good  cheer  of  the  Rentmeister ,    the  excellent  house- 
wifery   of  his    lady,    and    the    strength    of  the    damsel's 
arm   that    cleaned  them;    an   office   with   desks    for  three 
or    four    persons,    scarcely    habitable   to    an  Englishman 
unused   to    rooms    teeming    with    the    effluvia    of  tobacco 
smoke ,    with  diverse  chambers  ,    and  most  extensive  gra- 
naries   for  the    reception  of  the    tithe    grain  of  many  pa- 
rishes  paid   to   the  Duke ,    formed   the    sum   total   of  the 
habitable  part  of  the  castle*     Little  was  left  of  the  more 
ancient  parts ,  and  that  little  was  hardly  worthy  of  notice. 
The  following  anecdote  related  by  the  good  tempered 
tithe    proctor   with  much    of  pleasantry,    may  supply  my 
countrymen   with^  an   idea    of  the    ridicule    to  which    the 
novel  reading  young  ladies  of  the  day  expose  themselves. 
He  recounted  that  about  two  years  back  a  family ,  whose 
equipage  9  and  the  ioo  costly  liveries    of  whose  domestics 
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tliat  direction  soon  arrived  at  a  large  tile -kiln,  hid  from 
view  by  the  above  mentioned  thicket.  Embedded  in  wood, 
I  never  beheld  a  more  complete  retirement.  On  a  bank 
before  his  house  lay.  a  monstrous  dutchbuilt  looking^  brick 
burner,  whose  huge  frame  was  enveloped  in  a  blue  linen 
smock  frock,  which  was  tucked  into  large  dutch  unmeri' 
tionahles  of  the  same  materials*  •  His  legs  were  protected 
by  boots  of  prodigious  magnitude  reaching  up  to  his 
knees ,  and  into  which  his  loose  trowsers  were  deposited. 
A  blue  ni^ht  cap  protected  his  seat  of  knowledge ,  and 
surmounted  a  face  expressive  alone  of  (by  the  bye  though, 
one  of  the  best  characteristics  of  the  human  countenance), 
good  nature.  As  he  lay  basking  in  the  sun,  and  drawing 
figures  with  a  tabacco  pipe  in  the  sand ,  as  deep  in 
thought  as  had  he  been  solving  a  mathematical  problei^  , 
or  as  our  never  to  be  forgotten  Kean ,  when  drawing 
with  his  sword  the  plan  of  the  battle  of  Bosworth  field 
^ —  or  —  not  in  thought  at  all  —  I  felt  some  hesitation  in 
breaking  in  upon  his  meditations ,  but  the  bark  of  his 
dog,  not  so  profoundly  studious  as  himself,  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  presence  of  strangers.  Science  may 
have  lost  much  in  the  interruption,  —  but  approaching 
nearer  I  ventured  to  enquire  my  way  to  Hohlenfels. 
((Whence  come  you  my  boy  ? »  'Twas  plain  to  see  how 
deeply,  he  was  occupied  with  study,  —  not  tho'  of  the 
human  face.  Briefly  I  told  my  simple  tale* —  «Then  you 
have  come  quite  wrong,  »  laughing  heartily,  at  what,  for 
the  life  of  me  ,  I  could  nothing  discover  so  mirth 
exciting ,  and  displaying  such  a  cavern  of  a  mouth ,  such 
a  vortex  for  provision,  that  I  could  but  think  he  rival'd 
the  Jonah  swallowing  monster  of  the  deep.  Recovered 
from  his ,  I  thought  most  unseasonable  mirth ,  with  a 
grunt  as  if  to  gather  breath  for- the  exertion,  he  raised 
his  ponderous  weight  of  flesh ,  and  good  naturedly  said , 
tt  you'r  wrong,  all  over  wrong,  but  I'll  — -  another  laugh  -— 
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«ril  put  yon   rig^ht,    I'll  walk  with   yoa,    and  as  we  go 
yon  can  4ell  me  your  history ,  your  travels ,  for  I  see  you 
are  from  foreign  parts  9    you  speak  such  comical  German 
—  I  dearly  Ioyc   history ,    and  particularly  travels ,  and  I 
always  like  to  laugh  at  foreign  chaps   as  cant  speak  Ger- 
man.A     We  retraced  our  steps  thro'  the  wood,    having  in 
returning  occupied  douhlc  the  time  in  going  over  the  ground 
as    in  coming ,    that   our  fat  companion    might  not  suffer 
in  his  breathing,  and  that,  as  he  said  he  might  benefit  from 
my  history,  and  my  bad  German.     Just  as  we  came  to  the 
cross  road,    where  we  had  erred,    we  saw  the  castle  be- 
fore us.      Detaining   my  hand  in   a  grasp  as  firm    as  that 
of  a   j^laeksmith's  vice ,   us   a  token    of   good   feeling ,    I 
felt  grateful  he  spared  me  the  further  favour  of  a  German 
salute  ,    the  kiss  of  brotherhood  from  such  a  pair  of  lips, 
and  we  parted,  well  pleased  with  each  other.     My  history 
will  perhaps   keep  me   in. his  recollection,    and  the  grasp 
of  his  iron  fist ,  (long  tingling  in  my  fingers ,  as  his  laugh 
at  my  expence  did  in  my  ear ,)    will  not  suffer  me  soon  to 
forget  him;   but  more  firmly  riveted    on   my  mind  is  his 
reply  to  my    expression  of  thanks   for   his  kindness  —  it 
was  nearly  thus  —  «  no  thanks  I  beg ,  'tis  the  duty  of  man 
to  assist,    far   more  than  I  have   had  an    opportunity   of 
serving  you ,    his  fellow  creatures ,    but  more  particularly 
the  strangers  —  had  he  not  spoken  so  disrespectfully  of 
my  German ,  I  could  have  loved  the  man. 

I  was  ruminating  in  my  mind  whether  the  feeling  of 
Gemuthlichkeit  was  not  contagious,  for  I  felt  strangely  well 
disposed  towards  all  the  children  of  humanity ,  when  oh 
God!  what  a  view  burst  upon  my  sight.  Hohenfels  on 
its  rocky  base,  and  in  all  its  splendour,  stood  ri^h  in 
nature's  noblest  garb  before  me,  backed  by  the  forest 
thro'  which  we'd  passed  ,  and  enclosed  on  the  right  and 
left  by  lofty  hills  shaded  with  majestic  timber,  fit  (I  can 
pay  it  no  higher  compliment),   for  the  structure   of  our 
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Sach  an  accident  delivered  its  master  over  to  imprison- 
ment, and  the  saddle  as  a,  trophy,  to  the  besieg^ed  of 
Hohenfels  in  days  loo^r  past,  and  as  it  is  no  doubt  tradi- 
tionally correct,  I  shall  recount  the  history  of  the  saddle 
for  the  edification  of  my  readers. 

Some  little  mystery  seemed  to  exist  in  the  mind  of  my 
narrator  as  to  the  object  of  the  knight  Hugo  Uugen- 
stoffenbach ,  v«rhether  he  approached  the  castle  with  a 
hostile  intention,  or  if  his  motive  had  more  of  love  than 
Late  therein:  vrhether  to  besiege  the  Baron  in  his  castle, 
or  court  his  lovely  daughter  in  her  chamber^  but  the  dis- 
crepancy being  small ,  and  as  we  will  hardly  believe  so 
stinging  a  reception  could  be  given  to  one  ,  who  came  on 
so  loving  a  mission,  we  will  adopt  the  first  supposition, 
and  fancy  him  riding  up  to  the  castle  gates,  canfident  of 
success,  and  little  dreaming  of  the  sad  mischance  that  was 
to.  happen  to  him$  for  it  seems  the  besieged  were  sadly 
reduced  both  for  provisions  and  ammunition. 

The  proverb  tells  the  sluggard  to  go  to  the  bee,  or 
the  ant,  I  really  forget  which  «to  consider  her  ways  and 
be  wise , »  but  I  never  heard  that  the  greatest  Captain  of 
the  age  took  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  war  of  any  insect ,  and 
Hohenfels  is.  perhaps  a  solitary  instance  of  the  fact;  for 
it  seems  to  me  a  truth  past  contradiction  that  this  castle 
was  saved  through  such  agency.  Already  were  the  out- 
works in  the  possession  of  the  besiegers,  the  draw -bridge 
mastered,  ammunition  exhausted,  the  serving  men  within 
the  castle  mutinous  for  arrears  of  pay,  —  the  ancients  it 
seemed  set  the  moderns  an  example  but  too  well  followed 
by  some  princes  of  the  present  day,  -—  and  all  .hopes 
fled^  when  the  daughter  of  the  Baron  bethought  her  of  a 
dernier  ressort ,  and  hurrying  to  the  apiary,  immediately 
over  the  only  unmastered  entrance  to  the  castle  ,  where 
the  knight  with  his  yassals  stood ,  she  cast  skep  after  shed 
on  their  devoted  heads.     Reader    did' you    ever  in  your 
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jontbfal  days ;  ^  if  already  yoa  bare  passed  tbe  period  of 
scbolastic  discipline ,  see  a  irood  cat  representation  of  tbe 
bear  stung  to  deatb  by  tbese  indnstrioas  insects ;  to  my 
sorrow  I  recollect  tbe  fable  ^  for  forcibly  did  tbe  cane  of 
tbe  pedagogue  impress  it  on  my  feelings ,  and  cause  it  to 
flasb  across  my  mind  wben  listening  to  bis  recital.  In 
*me  ibe  constable's  tale  revived  painful  recollections  ;  tbe 
tail  of  tbe  bees  produced  stinging  sensations  about  tbe 
ears  of  tbe  borsc,  and  bis  rider,  for  never  bad  besieged 
a  more  powerful  ally ,  tbe  enraged  little  animals  pointed 
tbeir  weapons  of  annoyance  wltb  sucb  effect  against  ^  in  , 
and  about  tbe  ears  of  tbe  knigbt's  borse,  tbat  defeat  and 
discomfiture  was  tbe  result.  In  tbe  midst  of  tbe  uproar 
the  besieged  sallied  fortb  and  figbting  under  tbe  wings  of 
tbeir  allies  drove  tbe  assailants  back ;  for  tbe  borse  of 
the  luckless  Hugo  stung  to  madness  by  a  bee  in  his  ear, 
tbrew  bis  rider  5  wbo  unable  to  extricate  bimself  from  bis 
ponderous  saddle ,  was  taken  prisoner ,  and  died  in  cap- 
tivity, wbile  bis  saddle  is  still  sbewn  to  tbe  curious,  and 
tbe  tail  of  tbe  bee  ,  in  wbicb  tberc  is  mucb  point ,  retailed 
to  eacb  visitor  of  llohenfelz.  — 

Tbere  is  matter  for  mucb  reflection  in  tliis  animating 
tail  of  tbe  bee ,  proving  as  it  does ,  tbe  possession  of 
qualities  not  before  attributed  to  tbese  industrious  little 
animals;  namely,  fidelity  and  discrimination,  for  witbout 
tbe  one  they  bad  not  proved  themselves  such  firm  allies ; 
without  the  latter  not  so  competent  to  decide  twixt  friend 
and  foe.  But  it  has  created  a  doubt  in  my  mind,  which 
I  must  leave  the  learned  in  such  matters  to  decide ,  as  to 
tbe  correctoess  of  an  old  and  favourite ,  classic  saying  of 
ours ,  namely,  —  I,  —  he,  —  she,  —  or  they,  —  «  sent  him 
away  with  a  flea  in  bis  ear.  »  The  ancient  castellan  walk- 
ing by  my  side  commenced  a  most  erudite  disquisition  on 
tbe  matter,  and  being  as  deeply  read  in  proverbs  as 
friend  Solomon  in  the   farce  of  the  Quaker,    maintained 
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we  Englisli  had  incorrectly  iranalafed  from  the  aaci^it 
Saxoa,  this  very  expressive ,  if  not  refined  saying ;  for 
doubtless  said  he ,  upon  the  very  spot  on  iirhich  you  stand, 
(I  felt  'twas  classic  ground )  ,  originated  this  aeute  ^  thia 
auricular  saying,,  the  word  flea  having  been  substituted 
by  the  translator  for  iee:.  this  now  I  hold  f reon  the  aJKnity 
in  sound  as  well  as  in  activity  (as  many  bo  doubt  can 
testify  of  the  former) ,  in  these  industrious  animals  9  to 
have  been  lihely  to  occur ,  and  it  would  really  be  of  great 
advantage  to  those  obliged  to  read  ^translations,  from  their 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  original  language  in  whieh  a 
work  was  written  ,  did  translators  not  often  make  more 
glaring  faults.  The  reader  will  I  trust  pardon  this  long 
digression  9  the  importance  of  the  matter  must  plead  my 
excuse* 

To  return  to  the  castle,  ccHtcucrent  circumstances 
tending  incont  est  ably  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  fair 
writer  in  chalk  ^  aa  to  the  period  of  the  erection  of  the 
castle  in  114,  another  fact  was  elicited  in  my  efforts  toi 
obtain  authentic  records  respecting  it^  namely,  that  at 
that  time  the  master  builder  received  only  six  hellers  or 
a  half  penny  p.  day  for  his  services.  What  may  have  been 
the  remuneration  of  our  Nash  -  ional  builder  for  the  proofs, 
of  taste .  he  has  displayed  in  the  palace ,  and  in  many  of 
the  public  buildings  whieh  adorn  London  ? 

Of  historical  facts  connected  with  this  castle  there  are 
but  few  extant,,  or  at  least  that  I  had  the  means  of  be-* 
coming  acquainted  with ,  but  an  anecdote  related  by  the 
constable  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader,  and  I 
will  repeat  it«  In  1?1>4  when  the  whole  country  was 
overrun  by  the  victorious  revolutionists  of  France  ,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Ltmburg,  Diets 
etc.  fancying  this  secluded  spot  would  never  be  discovered 
by  the  enemy,  hastened  ta  deposit  in  the  castle,  as  a 
place  of  safety,  all  their  property  of  value.     A  wretch  re- 
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sident  in  a  neighbonring  village,  for  a  trifling  bribe »  be- 
trayed the  unfortunate  to  an  officer  stationed  at  Dicta, 
who  directly  sent  a  small  party  to  take  possession  of  tbe 
place  and  property  deposited  in  it.  Without  artillery 
they  would  hare  had  some  difficulty  in  effecting  this  ob- 
ject, but  conducted  by  the  base  wretch  to  a  small  passage 
cximmnnicating  with  the  cellar,  improvidently  left  unde- 
fended ,  they  on  a  dark  night ,  and  after  a  siege  of  14 
days,  unperceivcd  effected  an  entrance;  being  heard  tho* 
in  the  lower  court,  and  before  they  could  force  the  iroa 
door  leading  to  the  hall ,  the  alarmed  inhabitants  has- 
tened to  ail  old  tower ,  which  formerly  was  connected 
with  the  main  building  by  a  drawbridge  ,  remains  of  the 
side  timbers  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen.  Across  the 
space  between  the  tower  and  the  chief  building  ,  a  ladder 
was  laid ,  and  on  it  boards  to  enable  the  fugitives  to 
walk.  To  this  tower  they  had  just  time  to  retreat  witb 
their  most  valuable  property,  and  to  withdraw  their  tem- 
porary bridge,  when  the  enemy  reached  tkc  opposite  side. 
Actuated  as  much  by  resentment  againt  one  of  the  most 
opulent  of  the  fugitives,  as  from  the  promised  reward, 
this  fellow  had,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  wife,  turn- 
ed traitor ,  and  now  screened  from  observation  by  a  mask, 
was  hurrying  forward  among  the  assailants ,  to  satiate  at 
once  the  twofold  feelings  of  avarice  and  revenge :  on 
earth  this  monster  knew  no  kindly  feeling,  save  for  his 
wife  $  this  wife  had  been  ill,  he  had  not  the  means  to  bring 
her  aid  or  comfort ;  he  applied  to  a  rich  relation  of  his 
wife ;  he  spumed  him  from  his  door ,  and  deadly  hate 
from  that  moment  fired  his  breast.  In  her  fright  the 
wretched  woman  fled  her  home^  and  with  her  neighbours 
•ought  protection  within  the  castle  walls.  Foiled  in  his 
wishes  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  ladder ,  he  discharged 
a  musket  against  the  closing  door  — ^  the  ball  passed  thro* 
the   crumbling    plank  —  a   shriek    w|is    heard  —  a  voice 
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repeated  too  his  name  —  it  was  a  prayer  for  him: -^reader 
the  woman  was  his  wife.  —  Some  three  years  after  her 
decease ,  her  obdurate  relative  was  found  murdered 
in  a  wood ;  evidently  not  for  plunder ,  for  property  to  a 
great  amount  was  found  untouched  upon  the  body:  —  the 
spy  was  never  heard  of  more. 

Three  days  after  a  party  of  Prussians  arrived  to  the 
relief  of  the  place ;  the  French  retreated  and  enabled  the 
almost  famished  fu|ptivefl  to  escape  with  their  property. 
At  the  foot  of  the  castle  as  before  observed  is  a  most 
delicious  spring  of  water ,  feeding  the  rivulet  which  runs 
through  the  valley.  The  water  of  this  spring  is  singu« 
larly  warm  in  Winter  and  proportionately  cold  in  Summer ; 
it  never  freezes  within  a  considerable  distance  of  its 
source.  Near  to  this  spot  is  a  large  farm  where  the  tra- 
veller may  be  supplied ,  as  I  heard ,  with  very  good  wine 
and  fair  accommmodation. 

We  now  proceeded  along  the  peaceful  vale  of  Hohen- 
fels  till  we  reached  a  wood  skirting  the  meadows  of  the 
same  ,  and  after  a  walk  of  rather  better  than  half  an 
hour  reached  Hahnstatten ,  a  remarkably  neat  well  built 
viUage ,  and  the  residence  and  estate  of  the  Frau  von 
Marschall,  widow  as  before  observed  ^ of  the  late  prime 
minister.  From  hence  the  Duke  who  often  visited  his 
favourite  minister  frequently  walked'  to  Hohenfels  ,  and 
in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  castle ,  commanding  a  charming 
prospect ,  passed  hours  with  him  conferring  on  affairs  of 
state. 

How  perceivable  the  effect  on  the  moral^and  intellec- 
tual character  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  is  the  resi- 
dence of  a  nobleman  or  gentleman  of  fortune  ,  if  of  good 
character  and  conciliatory  manners  ,  on  his  estate.  With 
such  reflections  9  poor  Ireland ,  and  her  wretched  state 
crowded  upon  my  mind.  Politically,  and  intellectually 
sunk  in  the  scale  of  nations ,  degraded  in  her  institutions. 
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debased  in  her  character,  and  depraved  in  her  morals, 
she  presents  to  our  view  the  spectacle  of  a  people,  natn- 
rally  brave ,  hospitable  and  good ,  with  intellectual  en- 
dowments capJEible  of  the  utmost  cultivation  ,  ruined  for 
ages  past  thro'  the  misgovernmcnt  of  her  rulers,  the 
cruelty  of  its  myrmidons ,  and  the  desertion  of  those,  who 
should  have  been  her  protectors  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
and  her  comforters  in  the  hour  of  aflliction.  Talk  of  the 
wretchedness  of  a  German  village  ,  and  the  poverty  of  its 
inhabitants.  Oh  God !  how  nobly  here  is  the  peasant 
lodged,  how  sumptuous  his  fare,  compared  with  the  house- 
less ,  and  famished  state  of  the  peasant  of  that  land  — 
a  land  o'er  which  a  bounteous  providence  has  dispensed 
with  liberal  hand  its  gifts ,  and  which  a  government  p 
disposed  to  heal  her  wounds ,  and  snatch  her  people  from 
destruction,  might  raise  to  happiness,  and  earn  for  itself 
a  brighter  laurel  than  ever  wreathed  a  conqueror's  ^  brow. 
The  houses  throughout  this  place  were  in  excellent 
repair ,  attention  had  been  paid  to  tlieir  outward  appear- 
ance, for  they  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  painty  not  often 
bestowed  on  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Ger- 
many ,  and  too  frequently  but  sparingly  applied  to  the 
houses  of  the  affluent.  O !  how  superior  are  all  the  ar- 
rangements of  my  dear  native  laud  for  the  comfort  of  its 
inhabitants.  In  the  houses  of  the  affluent  in  this  country, 
and  those  of  the  middle  walks  of  life^  (I  speak  particu- 
larly of  those  resident  in  towns  ) ,  there  is  a  total  absence 
of  attention  to  the  minutia  of  comfort ,  so  perceptible  in 
the  dwellings  of  individuals  in  similar  circumstances  in 
England..  This  may  in  some  measure  be  owing  to  the 
residence  almost  universally  of  more  families  than  one  in 
their  houses ,  the  consequent  in ,  and  egress  of  company, 
rendering  quite  impossible  that  regard  to  cleanliness,  (a 
characteristic  feature  in  our  dwellings) ,  the  door  standing 
constantly  open   for  the  accommodation  of  those »   whom 
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business  or  pleasure  bring  to  the  house.  I  have  neycr 
yet  met  with  a  staircase  on  which  the  luxury  of  a  carpet" 
was  expended;  and  yery  seldom  indeed  in  a  dwelling 
room  the  rich'  Turkey  or  Brussels  carpet ,  ,  thought  in 
England  to  he  almost  as  necessary  as  a  bed  to  sleTep.  upou^ 
Speaking  of  beds  I  must  say  I  much  admire  the  pure  and 
wholesome  fashion  here  adopted  of  sleeping  without  cur- 
tains ;  and  I  do  not  blame  the  German  housewife  for  not 
using  a  carpet,  till  the  lords  of  the  creation  have  abo- 
lished the  filthy  fashion  of  spitting  about  a  room,  but  too 
prevalent  in  this  country.  No  truly  there  is  no  land  in 
the  world  where  the  meaning  of  the  word  comfort  is  so 
well  understood,  or  its  joys  appreciated  aa  in  dear 
England. 

Leaving  this  pretty  village  we  proceeded  on  the  road 
running  in  the  direction  of  the  river  Aar,  whose  nume- 
rous pretty  water  falls  render  the  walk  agreeable  to  both 
sight  and  hearing.  Rich  and  deep  grass  here  decks  the 
lovely  meadow,  corn  waving  to  and  fro  luxuriates  o'er 
the  sloping  upland  ;  well  built  villages ,  the  very  imple- 
ments of  husbandry  prove  alike  the  opulence  of  the  peasant, 
and  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  The  village  of  Oherniesen 
and  its  newly  erected  church  with  a  handsome  modern 
portico  situated  on  a  hill  above  the  village  is  a  most 
pleasing  object  from  the  road ,  and  must  command  a 
lovely  prospect.  Remarking  some  time  after  to  a  well 
informed  countryman,  who,  to  a- well  cultivated  mind  and 
refined  taste,  but  rather  enthusiastic  temperament,  added 
an  ardent  love  of  nature,  (and  who  in  search  of  the  ro- 
mantic had  travelled  all  over  Germany ) ,  how  much  I 
admired  the  quiet  beauties  of  this  lovely  vale,  he  informed 
me  that  when  he  had  visited  this  neighbourhood,  it  was  in 
company  of  an  aunt,  and  two  young  ladies,  friends  of 
this  relative ,  and  that  dilating  with  rapture  on  its  pastural 
beauties,    and    transported    to   something    almost   akin    to 
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folly,  in  fancying  every  individual  must  participate  ija 
his  feelings,  he  tnmecl  in  extacy  to  one  of  bis  companions, 
and  asked  her ,  if  she  did  not  think  it  surpassed  any  thing 
she  had  e'er  yet  seen.  «  Yes  certainly  in  GermoMy ,»  but 
added  my  sanguine  friend ,  «  in  En{}1and  I  suppose. »  — 
The  fair  adyocate  of  Albion  evidently  in  love  viiih.  every 
thing  of  home  production,  and  M-ith  a  spiee  of  the  sar- 
castic in  her  rather  cool  temperament,  replied.  —  «  Well 
Sir  I  was  as  much  delighted  as  yourself,  was  about  to 
dilate  too  on  the  beauties  of  the  various  objects  before 
me,  nay  had  you  not  in  the  ardour  of  your  admiration 
checked  my  speech,  you  would  have  had  an  oration  from 
me  in  favour  of  all  that  is  ancient  and  mouldering, 
against  every  thing  youthful  and  modem;  in  favour  of 
roBiance,.  fable,  saw  and  legend,  against  sound  good 
sense ,  and  historie  truth ;  —  in  fact  Sir  I  was  at  the 
moment  drawing  a  comparison  net  unfavourable  to  your 
pet  Germany,  when  I  was  about  to  draw  a  similttuda 
between  that  lovely  edifice  with  its  charming  classic  por^ 
tico,  surrounded  too  by  the  richest ,  the  rarest  produc- 
tions of  nature ,  and  our  own  dear  sacred  edifice ,'  that 
overlooks  the  most  abundant  congregation  of  nature's 
Dairest  gifts ,  in  shrubs ,  trees ,  flowers  and  fruits ,  one 
of  the  most  animated  spots  in  the  known  world  —  oh ! 
my  enthusiastic  friend  shew  me  a  church  like  St.  Pauls^ 
Covent  gai*den,  or  a  land  so  full  of  sweets  as  its 
market!. 

We  BOW  passed  Niederncisen ,  and  two  other  villages, 
and  being  really  very  weary  ,  with  infinite  toil  and  pain 
I  climbed  up  the  very  steep  aseent  to  Ardeck.  The  view 
is  certainly  beautiful  from  hence  ,  but  the  castle  remains, 
scarcely  compensate  for  the  fatigue  we  had  been  at  in 
reaching  the  ruin.  On  the  short  herbage  immediately 
*surronnding  the  castle,  salt  was  laid  for  the  sheep,  which 
were    then  approaching   to  tak(B   the  day's  parting  repast. 
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•  The  salt  was  laid  in  every  instance  in  the  figure  of  a 
cross ,  why  I  know  not ,  but  in  this  country  I  haye  no 
donht  some  devotional  superstition  attaches  to  the  form. 
It  effected  however  in  this  instance  no  perceptible  mi- 
racle ,  for  we  remained  till  every  cross  had  disappeared. 
From  the  back  of  the  castle  the  view  throng^h  the  valley 
towards  Frei-Dietz  is  truly  lovely ;  the  richness  of  the 
pastures  thro'  which  the  winding  river  flows,  the  rippling^ 
waterfalls  which  it  forms,  the  combined  effect  of  wood  and 
water,  the  singings  of  theJbirds,  and  as  you  further  advance 
the  view  of  Dietz  castle  is  beyond  every  thing  beautiful. 

Before  entering  the  village  of  Frei-Dietz  you  pass 
over  a  well  constructed  stone  bridge  from  the  centre  of 
which  the    prospect   is    enchanting,    and   from  which  the 

*  appearance  of  the  village  is  really  imposing,^  from  the 
excellent  construction  of  the  newly  erected  houses ,  com- 
pared with  the  ruined  tower  of  its  former  church.  Over- 
taking a  well  conditioned  miller  —  milling  must  be  a  good 
trade,  I  do  not  mean  according  to  Crib's  phraseology ^ 
or  as  some  lexicographers  define  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
namely  ,  cr  to  cage  ,  »  « to  steal  »  —  but  that  to  commi- 
nute, alias  to  grind  down  —  (another  not  very  agreeable 
term)  must  be  a  most  lucrative  occupation.  All  who  have 
to  do  with  millers,  —  men,  —  horses,  —  dogs,  —  and  all  do- 
mestic animals,  particularly  the  millers  better  half,  gene- 
rally a  fair  sample  of  his  thrift,  are  all  for  the  most  part 

>  sleek  and  well  favoured.  Well ,  this  good  condition , 
generally  speaking  producing  good  humour ,  I  am  always, 
'(possessing  a  natural  disposition  myself  to  the  former, 
and  I  hope  not  an  indisposition  to  the  latter),  well  pleased 
to  meet  with  it  in  my  journeyings  tho'  this  world  of  many 
sorrows ,  many  sweets ,  therefore ,  —  but  to  the  miller 
—  he  informed  me  that  on  the  20th  of  August  1815  the 
whole  place ,  three  or  four  miserable  cottages  only  ex- 
cepted was  burnt   to  the  ground  9   in  all  70  houses ,   and 
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that  .since  that  "^period^  not  havingf  sufiiGient  funds  to 
rebuild  the  church,  the  parish  had  been  incorporated 
with  another,  and  the  inhabitants  been  obligfed  to  attend 
divine  service  at  a  village  about  a  mile  distant^  but  added 
my  loquacious  informant,  laughing  heartily  at  his  own 
wit,  «the  nearer. the  church  the  further  from  god»  is  truly 
exemplified  in  the  good  people  here,  for  since  they  have 
bad  to  seek  for  spiritual  comfort  at  a  greater  distance , 
they  have  certainly  been  more  observant  in  their  atten- 
dance on  divine  service ,  than  when  pastoral  consolation 
was  at  their  very  doors. 

From  hence  we  had  only  a  walk  of  a  mile  to  the 
small  and  sweetly  situated  town  of  Dietz.  After  a  hard 
day's  march  in  very  hot  weather,  for  it  had  been  «ultry 
throughout  the  day,  the  small  sharp  pavement  of  Dietz 
as  we  walked  thro'  its  chief  street  to  our  inn ,  was  pain- 
ful in  the  extreme.  The  approach  to  the  town  is  re^ly 
beautiful.  Lofty  hills  to  the  right  and  left ,  with  the 
pretty  gardens  of  the  inhabitants  enclose  the  road  leading 
to  this  neat  little  town,  which  is' charmingly  situated  on 
the  Lahn.  Our  reception  at  the  inn  did  not  bespeak  much 
in  its  favour.  A  fat  pasty  -  faced  waiter,  a  youth  of  abput 
Aye  and  thirty ,  the  son  of  the  landlord ,  was  standing  on 
the  steps  of  the  door,  hands  in  his  breeches  pockets,  — 
I  always  disliked  the  position,  tho'  with  a  certain,  class 
as  characteristically  national ,  as  the  arm  -  akimbo  action 
with  another  race  of  non  -  descript  animals,  not  far  distant 
from  Thames  street.  Another  of  my  antipathies  is  a  thin, 
squeaking,  falcetto  speaking  voice  in  a  man,  and  this  in 
an  eminent  degree  ,  our  l^ost  of  the  black  eagle  possessed. 
As  a  beacon  to  warn  my  travelling  countrymen  who  may 
chance  to  visit  Dietz  I  am  thus  particular.  In  the  coffee 
room  not  a  human  face  was  to  be  seen ,  except  those  of 
our  immortal  Nelson ,  the  gallant  Sir  Sydney  Smith ,  and 
an  old  fat  sleek* haired  priest,    who,    as  the  more  meri* 
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toriovfl  meinhcr  of  society ^  us  the  post  Of  honour,  was 
hoisted  over  the  looking  glass ,  while  our  brave  sons  of 
Neptune  snccumhed,  (hy  the  hye  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives  ) ,  belotv, 

I  remember  an  anecdote  of  the  late  Charles  Bannister 
so  applicable  to  my  black  eag^lc  host,  that  I  must  be 
excused  followin[]p  the  hent  of  my  inclination  in  relatin(r 
it,  tho*  gpenerally  I  by  no  means  patronize  the  insertion 
of  such  traits  of  character  in  public  men;  for  such,  if 
livinf]^  may  often  be  ^painful  to  individuals  themselves,  and 
if  no  more ,  distressinj]^  to  their  friends.  The  landlord  of 
a  public  house  in  Clare  market ,  in  which,  this  eminently 
talented  and  witty  comedian  was  in  the  habit  of  passing 
a  cheerful  hour ,  after  the  close  of  the  theatre ,  was  cele- 
brated as  a  financier ,  und  as  renowned  for  the  excellence 
of  his  memory ,  in  making  his  skill  in  figures  applicable 
to  his  interest,  as  for  his  good  che^r  a8  landlord  of  H 
hotel.  One  evening  an  officer  on  the  eve  of  departure 
for  the  continent,  and  attracted  by  the  presence  of  this 
son  of  mirth  to  visit  the  Harmony  of  mine  host ,  in  the 
course  of  conversation  mentioned  his  wish  to  purchase  a 
charger  for  foreign  service.  Bannister  overhearing  the 
observation,  placed  his  finger  on  the  hand  of  mine  host, 
standing  near  him,  and  said,  —  ((here  my  friend,  thd' 
for  foreign  service  I  cannot  answer  for  his  merits ,  yet  in 
the  home  department,  a  charger  of  finer  figure  cannot  be 
found  than  this,  »  and  truly  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
host  of  the  black  eagle. 

After  a  very  midling  supper ,  a  pint  of  wine  ^  and  too 
much  civility  for  English  taste ,  an  individual ,  the  only 
one  who  visited  the  coffee  room  during  the  evening  amused 
US  with  his  society.  '  He  was  a  bulky  German  of  the  past 
<ientury ,  in  his  carriage  and  manners ,  as  unwieldy  as  in 
his  person*  Hearing  we  were  Englismen  he  immediately 
addressed  us,   and  as  I#c^  discovered  more,    from  the 
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desire  to  vent  his  distaste  for  Eniflish  manners  and  habits, 
than  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining^  snch  information  from 
us,  as  might  tend  to  remove  his  prejudices.  'First  our 
climate  ivas  subject  of  vituperation  ,  ivhich  as  compared 
with  his  own  clear ,  and  cheerful  atmostphere  he  said , 
was  as  widely  inferior  as  Wellington  was  to  Napoleon. 
Our  beer,  our  boasted  beverage  was  as  heavy  and  stupi- 
fying  as  his  Rhine  wine  tended  to  brighten  the  intellect, 
and  enliven  the  fancy.  Then  our  cold  apathetical  manners, 
not  only  repulsive  towards  strangers,'  but  freezing  towards 
our  own  countrymen  —  manners  cold  to  our  equals ,  over- 
bearing to  our  inferiors ,  and  mean  and  servile  to  our 
superiors  ^  at  once  arrogant  and  purse  proud ,  cold  for- 
bidding and  servile.  Herewith  he  commenced  an  eulogium 
of  the  French,  whose  easy,  polite^  cheerful  manners, 
assimilated  with  that  of  his  own  countrymen ,  and  as  to 
our  women  —  all  the  rest  I  could  bear ,  I  felt  a  part  of 
his  tirade  was  merited ,  but  rising  from  my  chair ,  with 
I  believe  something  akin  to  a  menace  of  defiance  in  mi 
looks ,  (for  the  bear  stayed  the  observation  he  was  about 
to  make ,)    I  clenched  my  fist ,  and  verily  believe  had  he 

• 

uttered  another  word  I  should  have,  (tried  at  all  events) 
to  knock  the  monster  down  —  I  ueycr  felt  more  disposed 
to  break  the  peace  than  in  his  Serene  highness'  dominions. 
For  a  few  minutes  the  fellow  was  silent ;  this  gave  me 
time,  to  cool,  tho'  the  originality  of  the  man,  and  my 
own  desire  to  study  character ,  hardly  reconciled  me  to 
remaining  in  the  room  wi^h  him.  Finding  the  continua- 
tion of  the  theme  perhaps  one  of  risk ,  he  now  selected 
a  subject  to  amuse  us  with,  of  pleasurable  feeling  to 
himself;  for  patting  a  stomach,  of  considerable  dimensions, 
he  emphatically  said ,  «  This  Sir  is ,  my  idol ,  and  the 
supplying  it  with  a  due  measure  of  food,  and  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  fluid ,  my  greatest  enjoyment,  a  Thii 
was  not   to  be  endured,    and  taking  my  candle  to  depart 
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1 9  in  reply  to  bis  « ^ood  nig^Iitn  took  the  libeHj  —  pointing; 
first  to  his  idol,  and  then  to  his  neg^lected  sconce  ,  to 
say  i  « that  I  feared  he  had  acted  with  gpreat  partiality 
by  the  former,  for  in  his  anxiety  to  dilate  his  stomach 
even  to  repletion ,  he  had  acted  as  a  ni{rgrard  in  respect 
to  his  head,  which  he  had  left  as  unfurnished  as  a  pauper's 
larder.  »  He  washed  down  the  observation  with  the  re- 
sidue of  his  pint  gflass  of  Hock,  and  hastened  to  mount 
his  horse  already  at  the  inn  dcor.  To  maintain  his  equi- 
librium was  rather  a  difficult  matter ,  but  as  his  horse 
seemed  to  accommodate  its  motions  exactly  to  the  pre- 
ponderating weig^ht  of  fluid  either  to  the  larboard  or  star- 
board side ,  I  have  no  doubt  the  man  of  many  bottles 
arri'Tcd  safe  at  home,  and  to  a  wife,  whom  in  reply  to 
the  complimentary  enquiries  of  mine  host ,  he  denominated 
next  to  his  idol ,  the  best  friend  he  had ,  particularly  in 
as  much  as  she  had  never  presented  him  with  any  children 
to  abridge  his  idol  of  any  pai*t  of  its  enjoyments ,  by 
n.  sharing  them 'with  it.  Thank  God!  I  have  met  with  not 
many  such  Germans  9  tho'  I  fancy  there  are  not  a  few 
who  are ,  in  the  abundant  luxuries  with  which  they  are 
surrounded,  but  too  much  disposed  to  worship  at  the  same 
shrine. 

After  an  early  cup  of  coffee  ,  and  paying  a  most  ex- 
orbitant bill ,  far  exceeding  that  at  the  fashionable  bathing 
place  of  Schwalbach,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  first 
tho*  deviating  from  the  direct  road  in  order  to  survey 
the  palace  of  Orauienstein ,  the  birth  place  of  his  present 
majesty  of  Holland.  Beneath  an  alley  of  beautiful  lime 
trees  ,  with  a  lovely  view  to  our  right  and  left ,  we  pro- 
gressed to  this  really  fine  old  building.  Parties  of  Nassan 
military  were  exercising  on  a  plain  to  the  right ,  whose 
very  handsome  appearance ,  and  bright  arms  and  accutre- 
ments  glittering  in  the  sun , .  imparted  life  and  animation 
to  the  scene.    The  military  of  Nassau  much  distinguished 
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themselTes  in  the  late  war,  tho'  I  eonfess  my  ideas  assi* 
milate   much   with   those  of  the  Quaker ,    who  from  prut- 

* 

ciplc  opposes  himself  to  war ;  only  with  this  difference  y 
that  in  truth  I  regard  that  war  as  holy  which  is  carried 
on  for  the  defence  of  one's  native  land^  or  in  support  of 
man^s  dearest  right,  his  liberty;  while  I  abhor  the  idea 
of  abetting  that  potentate  who  seeks  from  ambitious  mo- 
tiyes,  and  a  love  of  conquest  alone,  to  oppress  a  neigh- 
bouring state  however  great  the  reward  his  rank  enablee 
him  to  offer  for  such  unhallow'd  services.  In  this  service 
the  officers  are  excellent  and  the  discipline  equally  so. 

The  situation  of  the  palace  is  really  enchanting,  stand- 
ing on  a  gentle  declivity  from  the  town,  with  the  before 
mentioned  alley  of  lime-trees  before  it ,  a  charming  valle j 
on  its  left  and  at  its  back  as  you  approach  it,  with  the 
town  of  Limburg  in  the  distance  on  its  right ,  possessing 
attractions  sufficiently  alluring  to  tempt  the  wanderer  to. 
tarry  and  survey  it  more  minutely;  but  being  a  very  great 
admirer  of  the  wild  and  romantic ,  and  not  loyal  enough 
to  admire  the  inhabited  palace  of  a  King  so  much  as  the 
deserted  ruin  of  a  knight ,  whose  family  name  may  hare 
sunk  as  deep  as  the  waters  of  Lethe ,  or  as  his  castle's 
fame ,  I  did  not  inspect  the  interior  of  the  building , 
atho'  assured  its  works  of  art  and  productions  of  nature 
were  well  deserving  the  attention  of  the  curious  in  such 
matters  ,  and  that  it  contained  many  paintings  by  the  old 
masters  worthy  the  notice  of  the  artist* 

Returning  from  Oranienstein  by  the  same  avenue  of 
trees ,  we  announced  ourselves  as  applicants  for  admission 
to  Dietz  castle  ,  to  the  soldier  who  guarded  the  entrance. 
By  him  we  were  reterred  to  the  superintendant  a  Mr. 
Panthcl.  This  castle  no  longer  the  abode  of  valiant  knight, 
of  feudal  Baron ,  of  incarcerated  nobles  or  of  captured 
dames  ,  but  now  the  dwelling  of  the  malefactor ,  and  dis- 
turber   of  night's   peaceful    hour,   the  murderer   and  the 

e 
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thief  —  at  once  his  punishment,  (and  if  a  seed  of  virtue 
in  his  bosom  dwells),  his  vice's  cure.  This  castle,  once 
the  superb  seat  of  the  counts  of  Dietz ,  where  pomp  and 
splendour  proudly  reared  the  head  and  held  their  court , 
is  now  th'abode  of  vice  and  wretchedness,  where  toil' 
supplies  the  place  of  splendid  ease,  and  the  hard  earned 
morsel,  moistened  by  contrition's  tear,  is.  substituted  for 
luxurious  feasts. 

As  a  penitentiary  this  institution  has  hardly  its  equal 
in  any  part  of  Europe ,  evincing^  at  once  the  paternal 
care  of  the  ruler  of  this  country  for  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual  improvement  of  e'en  the  worst  portion  of  his 
subjects.  A  Howard  would  have  praised  this,  monument 
of  a  prince's  goodness,  and  have  enrolled  his  name  among 
the  benefactors  of  his  species. 

The  before  mentioned  superintendant  not  only  granted 
the  necessary  permission ,  but  hearing  the  object  I  had 
in  view  with  great  civility  accompanied  us  over,  and 
explained  every  thing  connected  with  the  institution. 

In  the  inner  court  prisoners  passing  to  and  fro  in 
pursuit  of  their  various  avocations  ,' and  carrying  each  on 
his  left  shoulder  an  iron  ball  of  52S  U  weight,  attached 
by  a  chain  to  his  left  leg) ,  at  once  the  witness  of  his 
crime  and  punishment)  ,  caused  in  me  a  feeling  of  regret 
that  human  nature  should  be  so  debased  as  to  render 
such  a  degradation  necessary.  This  throughout  the  prison 
is  the  case.  Sleeping  or  waking,  eating,  working,  or 
taking  exercise,  this  appendage  is  never  removed,  this  is 
his  constant  companion.  This  ball  they  contrive  so  to 
carry  as  to  avoid  the  pain  of  dragging  it  after  them  when 
walking. 

We  directly  proceeded  to  the  marble  cutting  room 
where  many  convicts  were  seated  sawing  immense  blocks 
of  marble,  the  produce  of  the  quarries  of  Wilmar  or  Lim- 
burg.     This  seemed  very  hard  work.     We  next  proceeded 
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to  a  room  ivherc  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  where 
cutting  and  turning  tbe  marble  ;  these  formed  the  marble 
into  the  rou^^b  outline  or  form  of  various  articles ;  as 
monuments  ,  chimney-pieces ,  table-slabs  ,  rases  ,  tobacco- 
boxes  etc.  Xext  we  came  to  the  polishing  rooms ,  where 
these  different  things  were  finished ;  then  to  the  model 
room ,  where  beautiful  specimens  were  to  be  seen ,  such 
as  before  mentioned  chimney  -  pieces  ,  monuments  ,  urns  , 
Tases^  slabs  etc.  with  various  animals  and  figures,  as  dogs, 
lions  and  horses  tobaccopipes,  jsnuf  boies ,  paper  slabs, 
finger  rings  etc.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the  upper 
work  rooms,  where  prisoners  were  engaged  in  all  mecha- 
nical works «  and  for  the  entire  supply  of  the  different 
articles  of  dress  for  the  prisoners.  Carpenters  were 
making  bedsteads  j  chairs,  tables  etc. ;  tailors,  shoemakers, 
spinners ,  weavers ,  with  brushmakers ,  rope  makers  etc. 

In  passing  through  different  parts-  of  the  prison  we 
found  prisoners  at  work  painting  and  white  washing, 
the  latter  done  regularly  throughout  the  castle  thrice  a 
year,  others  busy  in  sawing,  riving  and  carrying  wood. 
Each  man  had  his  allotted  task  to  perform,  and  this ,  not 
being  too  much  to  require  of  him ,  he  is  compelled  to 
perform  it;  but  if  he  exceeds  his  stipulated  quantum  of 
labour,  (each  prisoner  having  a  separate  account  opened 
for  and  against  him),  the  same  is  reckoned  in  his  favour, 
and  the  amount  of  his  earnings  given  him ,  whenever  the 
period  of  his  punishment  shall  have  expired.  This  toge- 
ther with  a  remission  of  a  part  of  the  punishment ,  if 
the  prisoner  conducts  himself  well ,  is  one  of  the  humane 
regulations  the   Duke  of  Nassau  has  wisely  adopted. 

As  a  brief  summary  of  the  regulations  of  this  peni- 
tentiary ,  (as  such  I  really  regard  it )  may  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  my  readers ,  I  shall  state  that  according  to 
the  first  rule: 
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Kr.  f.  «CTery  prisoner  on  bis  admission  is  strictly 
examined  by  tbe  medical  men  to  ascertain  tbat  be  bas  no 
contagions  disease  tbat  may  endanger  tbe  otber  prisoners, 
and  tbat  be  is  clean  in  bis  person ;  even  sbonld  be  be  free 
from  tbe  one ,  and  pnre  in  tbe  latter  be  is  neyertbeless 
liept  fonr  weeks  distinct  from  tbe  rest,  and  bas  bis  sleeping 
room  separate  from  tbe  general  dormitory. 

Nr.  2.  He  bas  tbe  regular  prison  dress  witb  an  iron 
ball  attacbed  by  a  cbain  scTcn  feet  long  riyetted  to  bia 
leg,  wbicb  togetber  weigbs  abont  2^  Vis. 

fir.  3.  His  clotbes  and  personal  effects  are  taken  from 
bim>  and  being  cleaned  and  fumigated,  are  tied  up  in  n 
bundle,  wbicb  yearly  is  submitted  to  a  similar  fumigation^ 
and  are  witb  bis  name  written  on  a  paper  attacbed  to 
tbe  same,  and  a  list  of  its  contents  entered  into  an  account,' 
kept  in  tbe  office  of  tbe  master,  deposited  in  tbe  store 
room  till  tbe  expiration  of  tbe  time  of  bis  imprisonment.  . 

Nr.  4.  Tbe  dress  of  tbe  culprit  consists  in  a  pair 
of  sboes ,  long  woollen  stockings ,  pair  of  linen  trowsers,' 
one  leg  orange  colour,  the  other  grey,  that  should  be 
by  chance  effect  bis  escape,  no  easy  matter,  be  may  be 
recognized  and  arrested.  Jacket  of  wollen  stuff  also 
party  -  coloured ,  callico  crayat.  Shirt  of  bleached  linen. 
Grey  woollen  cap,  linen  pocket  handkerchief.  A  linen 
apron.  Worsted  drawers  in  winter,  and  a  cloak  of  party 
coloured  woollen  stuff  in  cold  weather. 

On  every  article  of  his  wearing  apparel  the  number 
of  the  prisoner  is  stamped  in  oil  colour,  as  he  always 
wears  the  same  till  worn  out ,  receiving  every  Sunday  a 
change  of  the  different  articles  washed ,  and  if  necessary 
mended,  having  three  changes  of  each  article. 

Nr.  &.  The  food  daily  consists  of  i  Quart  of  good 
soup  at  noon  with  a  portion  of  meat  in  bowls  of  English 
tin  plate,  and  21  and  ^2  ^^  of  rye  bread  of  good  sifted 
meal^  which  must  be  three  days  old  when  given  him. 
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The  lest  meat  only  is  purchased ,  aod  the  soup  is 
made  one  half  of  Beef  and  the  other  half  of  equal  quan- 
tities of  fat  mutton  and  pork.  The  soup,  which  is  really 
nutritious  and  good,  must  be  seasoned  with  herbs  and 
spice,  and  thickened  with  potatoes,  peas',  lentils,  pearl- 
barley  ,  rice  or  meal ,  and  in  summer  with  fresh  yege- 
tables.  Every  prisoner  has  an  opportunity  of  drinking 
at  a  fountain  in  the  yard  of  the  prison  as  his  thirst 
requires,  pitchers  being  provided  for  that  purpose.  The 
water  is  excellent 

Nr.  (1.  Where  punishment  is  necessary,  so  much 
work  is  allotted  to  a  prisoner  as  he  alone  can  perform 
by  the  utmost  exertion  of  his  physical  powers. 

Nr.  7.  Rewards  for  good  conduct  —  extra  labour  — 
working  on  holydays,  payment  is  made  for  the  same,  but 
kept  for  them  till  their  release  from  prison. 

Nr.  8.  The  hours  of  labour  are  in  the  four  winter 
months  from  G  to  8 ;  in  summer  from  8  to  8 ,  —  at  If 
they  dine  and  commence  labour  again  at  12  ;  half  an 
hour  in  ihe  morning,  and  the  same  period  in  the  afternoon 
the    prisoners    enjoy    fresh    air   and   exercise  in  the  yard» 

Nr.  9.  Every  prisoner  male  and  female  must  attend 
divine  service  on  Sundays,  according  to  his  or  her  religious 
belief.  Catholic  and  Protestant  duty  being  alternately 
performed  in  the  chapel  of  the  castle. 

Nr.  10.  Each  cell  contains  two  bedsteads,  in  each  of 
which  a  prisoner  sleeps ,  having  a  straw  bed ,  quilt,  two 
sheets ,  a  pillow ,  and  in  winter  extra  clothing.  Every 
month  fresh  straw  is  filled  in  eaeh  bed  ,  and  clean  linen 
given. 

jforning,  noon,  and  evening  each  prisoner  is  obliged 
to  wash  himself  with  soap ,  and  carefully  comb  his  hair , 
and  in  summer  bathe  himself  twice  a  week. 

The  hospital ,  sick-wards  ,  medical  attendance  is  most 
excellent,   and  great  good  is  effected  by  the  certainty  of 
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reward,  and  the  due  payment  of  the  culprit's  earningfs-  to 
him  on  hid  release.  Has  his  conduct  been  exemplary,  the 
prisoner  is  even  further  assisted  on  his  return  to  society, 
and  beings ,  for  the  two  years  following  his  release  con- 
stantly under  the  eye  of  the  police. . 

We  came  in  the  course  of  our  survey  to  a  part  of 
the  castle>  newly  erected ,  and  which  we  were  informed 
was  intended,  for  those  prisoners  who  were  not  consi- 
dered so  depraved  in  their  characters  as  their  more  hard- 
ened companions.  From  these  rooms  the  view  is  most 
lovely ,  and  if  the  contemplation  of  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture ,  the  munificent  gift  of  a  beneficently  wise ,  and  all 
bountiful  providence  tends  to  ameliorate  our  nature  ,  as 
I  maintain  it  does«  then  indeed  is  this  one  incentive  not 
wanting  to  these  erring  children  of  frail  humanity.  This 
classification  of  the  prisoners  here  X  regard  as  one  of  the 
most  humane  and  praise  worthy  regulations  of  a  government, 
directing  its  attention  more  to  the  improvement  than  the 
punishment  of  its  erring  subjects  can  adopt ,  and  for  the 
benevolent  solicitude  evineed  for  the  correction  of  their 
▼ices ,  as  paving  the  way  for  their  restoration  to  society, 
as  morally  improved  members  of  the  community ,  every 
well  constituted  mind  must  join  in  awarding  to  the  Duke 
of  Nassau  unqualified  praise,  and  every  friend  to  his 
species  his  best  acknowledgments. 

The  new  part  of  the  building  is  indeed  a  fine  erection, 
in  perfect  keeping  with  the  architecture  of  the  edifice , 
and  in  every  respect  creditable  to  the  builder.  I  know 
not  how  they  manage  these  matters  in  Nassau,  but  such 
is  the  excellent  application  of  their  finances  9  that  this 
building  which  in  England  would  have  been  regarded  as 
an  excellent  job ,  and  have  put  thousands  of  the  public 
money  into  the  pockets  of  commissioners ,  committee  men, 
architects  ,  surveyors ,  builders  ,  and  all  the  small  fry  of 
carpenters ,  smiths ,  painters,  glaziers  ete«    was  here  sub' 
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stantially  eompleted,  not  like  some  of  oar  job  irork,  only 
to  la»t  for  a  given,  often  a  very  limited  period,  for 
the  trifling  sum  of  iwo  thousand ,  eight  hundred  florins 
or  circa  250  pounds.  — 

Throughout  this  prison  every  cell  was  well  ventilated 
and  perfectly  sweet  and  clean,  I  saw  at  least  fifty  of 
them ,  and  every  prisoner  equally  so  in  appearance ;  nor 
could  I ,  in  a  cursory  survey  of  their  faces ,  discover 
any  Indications  of  peculiar  ferocity  or  debasing  sin,  if  I 
except  one  miserable  wretch ,  whose  deep  sunk  eye , 
scowling  beneath  a  bushy  eyebrow ,  higS  cheek  bones , 
huge  moulh%  and  lip  of  peculiar  expression ,  struck  me 
with  such  a  feeling  of  unusual  distaste ,  that  I  was  im- 
pelled to  ask ,  what  had  been  the  nature  of  his  offence. 
The  wretch  I  believe  o'crheard  the  question,  for  raising 
his  grim  visage  from  the  fire,  over  which  he  was  melting 
pitch  for  his  avocation  of  brush  maker,  he  gave  me  suck 
a  look  as  spoke  a  volume  of  malice. 

This  most  abandoned  wretch ,  this  fiend  in  human  form 
had  been  guilty  of  a  crime  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  condemned 
him  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  and  shut  him  for  ever  out 
from  all  intercourse  with  his  fellow  man  —  he  worked, 
eat,  slept,  but  I  fear  prayed  not  —  alone.  It  seems  this 
monster  had-  broken  into  a  mill,  with  three  companions 
in  his  guilt,  where  they  obtained  much  money  and  valuable 
properly  —  they  had  met  with  no  opposition,  encountered 
nothing  that  could  by  possibility  excite  the  angry  passions 
of  our  nature,  and  were  about  to  leave  the  premises, 
when  passing  from  one  room  to  another,  behind  the  con- 
necting door  of  the  rooms  ,  the  miller's  only  son ,  a  child 
of  twelve  years  of  age,  trembling  with  fear  lay  crouched. 
With  fiendish  grin  the  savage  raised  his  gup;  his  more 
humane  companion  would  have  stayed  his  hand,  'he  was 
too  late ,  and  the  innocent  boy ,  his  father's  only  joy ,  lay 
weltering  in   his  blood,    and  as  he  fired  this  imp  of  hell 
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exclaimed ,  «  my  pretty  bird  I  wanted  sport ,  how  do  you 
like  it.  II 

The  arrangements  for  the  women,  are  quite  as  excellent 
as  those  adopted  for  the  men  ,  their  work  as  judiciously 
arranged  and  their  appearance  decent  and  cleanly.  Black 
stuff  gowns  9  blue  aprons  and  neckerchiefs.  There  were 
at  the  time  35  female  conyicts  sentenced  to  various  terms 
of  confinement  according  to  the  enormity  of  their  offences, 
but  it  was  melancholy  to  reflect ,  that  on  an  average  more 
than  half  the  committals  were  for  infanticide.  One  of  these 
wretched  beings  is  in  durance  for  a  repetition  of  the  crimen 
This  quite  staggers  belief,  for  it  is  a  crime  of  all  others 
the  most  unnatural  (I  hope  I  am  npt  severe  in  saying 
it),  the  least  deserving  mercy. 

The  two  sexes  are  kept  as  much  distinct  as  if  residing 
in  different  countries ,  and  the  arrangements  are  so  judi- 
cious that  even  when  attending  divine  service  they  are  not 
able  to  see  each  other,  being  as  separated  there  as  in 
their  miserable  cells. 

Nothing  struck  me  with  more  astonishment  than  the 
nature  of  the  fuel  here  chiefly  consumed.  This  is  called 
« Brown  Goal*  and  is  a  substance  resembling  —  indeed _ 
is ,  dried  wood  which  is  dug  out  of  the ,  earth  in  several 
parts  of  the  Dukedom,  but  more  particularly  in  the  Wester- 
wald ,  a  dreary .  tract  of  land ,  on  the  surface  of  which 
little  else  than  miserable  oats  are  grown.  This  brown 
coal  lies  deep  buried  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  like  our 
coals  in  the  north  of  England.  That  it  is  wood  admits 
not  of  doubt ,  the  grain  is  most  perceptible ,  and  not 
unfrequently  the  seed  of  plants ,  chesuuts  ,  fir  apples  etc. 
have  been  found ,  hard  as  the  solid  wood  itself.  Whether 
this  wonderful  production  of  nature  has  resulted  from  the 
overthrow  of  immense  forests  at  the  destruction  of  the 
world  at  the  flood,  or  has,  originated  thro*  some  other 
great  convulsion  of  nature,  the  result  of  volcanic  eruptioo. 
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jhas  not  been  satisfactorily  explained  by  the  nataralists 
wbo  baye  examined  the  immense  pits  of  it.  I  extremely 
re^rretted  my  time  was  so  limited  I  could  not  myself  yisit 
this  country ,  but  baYing  subsequently  an  opportunity  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  a  most  intelligent  clergyman 
well  acquainted  with  the  neighbourhood,  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  communicate  in  another  part  of  my  work  some  interesting 
particulars  of  this  Siberia   of  Germany. 

But  to  return  to  this  brown  coal ,  of  which  I  brought 
a  piece  with  me  from  Dietz ,  I  am  informed  it  burns 
most  excellently  well,  and  giyes  out  a  surprising  heat. 
It  is  sold  on  the  spot  for  one  florin  and  twelye  kreutzers 
the  Zaen ,  of  30  cubic  feet ,  and  of  which  they  consume 
in  the  institution ,  independent  of  wood  and  coal  from 
60  to  70,000  Zaen  p.  annum. 

On  inspecting  the  magazines  of  marble  works  before  I 
departed,  I  purchased  a  few  trifles,  and  desirous  of 
leaying  my  mite  for  the  prisoners,  I  asked  if  it  was  per<^^ 
mitted  to  pay  that  small  tribute  of  respect  and  admira- 
tion, but  was  told  such  was  not  on  any  account  allowed. 
It  therefore  only  remained  for  me  to  express  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  high  gratification  the  superintendant's 
civility  had  afforded  me ,  and  take  my  leave  —  I  wish 
all  such  institutions  were  as  well  conducted,  and  pos- 
sessed so  excellent  a  chief  officer. 

One  observation  Hr.  Panthel  made  in  respect  to  the 
prison  regulations ,  which  I  find  I  have  though  omitted 
to  mention ,  namely ,  that  should  any  prisoner  not  con- 
sume the  whole  of  his  or  her  allotted  quantity  of  food, 
that  portion  spared  is  reckoned  to  their  credit,  and  the 
amount  in  money  added  to  their  little  fund. 

Leaying  Dietz  by  a  very  good  but  dusty  road ,  we 
proceeded  to  Limburg ,  passing  the  rock  on  our  right , 
rendered  memorable  from  the  erection  of  a  battery  thereon 
by    the   French,    and   from   whence   they    bombarded  the 
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town  IV hen  in  the  possession  of  the  Prussians,  Arrived 
at  the  old  town ,  the  streets  of  which  are  remarkably 
narrow  ,  and  very  much  out  of  the  direct  an^le ,  we  bent 
our  steps  towards  the  residence  of  Mr.  —  to  whom  mj 
respectable  friend  M  —  in  Mentz  had  ^ren  me  a  letter 
of  introduction. 

Seated  in  his  roomy  counting;  house  beyond  his  shop, 
his  person,  manners,  conversation,  all  brought  to  my 
mind  the  same  class  of  respectable  London  tradesmen  of 
the  old  school^  now  fast  dying;  away.  With  urbanity  of 
manners  be  received  us ,  hospitably  invited  us  to  share 
his  dinner,  spoke  of  his  good  friend  in  Mentz,  asked  not 
a  few  questions  concerning  the  commerce  of  England , 
whether  the  private  Tea  trade  was  likely  to  reduce  the 
price  of  that  article,  how  I  liked  Germany,  Ilock  ete. 
and  before  I  could  reply  to  a  tithe  of  his  questions  turned 
to  an  old  peasant  woman,  waiting  on  business  in  the 
counting  house,  and  in  a  dialect  I  found  it  diflicnlt  to 
understand,  asked  after  her  good  man  and  her  whole 
domestic  circle  ,  as  if  individually  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  every  branch  of  the  family ,  from  the  grandmother 
down  to  the  youngest  scion  of  the  parent  stock.  Not 
thinking  it  decorous  to  interrupt  so  interesting  a  subject, 
and  moreover  fearing  to  interfere  with  business,  I  took 
my  leave ,  with  a  promise  to  return  in  a  couple  of  hours, 
and  departed  to  inspect  the  black  marble  quarry  near  to 
the  town ;  the  residence  of  Mr.  Trompeta  at  Deren , 
and  the  quarry  of  variegated  marble  at  Wilmar.  About 
half  a  mile  from  the  town  is  the  celebrated  black  marbl« 
quarry,  but  in  which  the  men  not  being  at  work  I  saw 
but  little  to  admire,  the  marble  being  in  appearance  much 
like  a  slate  mine,  only  of  a  more  solid  substance.  By 
a  foot  path  we  proceeded  towards  Dietkirchen  the  tower 
of  whose  church  we  imagined  to  be  that  of  the  eastle  at 
Deren. 
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Seated  on  a  bank ,  with  a  lovely  pro8])eet  of  the  Laha 
before  us  ,  the  old  town  of  Llmbnrg  with  its  fine  cathe- 
dral ,  Oranienstein  ^  Dietz  and  the  distant  coantry ,  the 
fine  rocks  skirting  the  road  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river ,  which  some  men  were  employed  in  blastinir ,  in 
order  to  raise  materials  for  the  repair  of  the  roads  ,  the 
echo  from  which  was  sin^larly  pleasin{]^,  we  commenced 
oar  frugal  repast.  The  residue  of  a  ton{pie  with  bread 
we  had  boug^ht  in  the  town ,  and  a  pint  of  wine  Q&ye  us 
an  excellent  dinner.  The  perfume  of  the  wild  thyme  af* 
forded  us  a  delicious  dessert  of  sweets  »  while  the  merry 
note  of  the  lark ,  and  the  mellow  tones  of  the  blackbird 
combined  to  treat  us  with  table  music ,  far ,  very  far 
superior  to  that  generally  heard  at  the  Table  d'hote.  Our 
repast  concluded  we  crossed  the  fields  to  Dietkirchen 
church ,  reported  to  be  one  of  the  first  churches  in  which 
in  Germany  the  revealed  reli{]^ion  of  Christ  was  promulgated. 

Though  not  claiming  for  myself  the  possession  of  that 
piety,  the  exclusive  property  of  the  electa  yet  I  feel  so 
Binch  devotional  reverence  for  the  sacred  writings  handed 
down  to  us  through  the  first  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and 
so  much  respect  and  {j^ratitude  towards  those ,  who ,  la<- 
boured  for  the  spread  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  that  I 
approached  this  sacred  edifice  with  feelings  of  reverential 
love ,  and  trod  with  measured  step ,  the  hallowed  ground 
beneath  whose  sod  the  champions  of  the  Christian's  faith 
for  centuries  here  rest  in  peace,  awaiting  in  a  better 
World,   the  recompense  for  their  labours  dojie  in  this. 

This  really  magnificent  structure,  such  as  in  a  village 
veldom  is  to  be  met  with ,  is  built ,  firm  as  should  be 
the  christian's  faith ,  on  a  rock ,  of  almost  perpendicular 
form,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Lahn,  flowing  immediately 
at  its  base ;  the  rock  being  above  1200  feet  high.  The 
prospect  almost  beggars  description ;  for  here  the  peace- 
fnl  Lahn  winds  gently   thro'  luxuriant  meadows  which   it 
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fertilizes  by  its  outpourings ;  the  hills  bedecked  with  herb- 
age ,  on  which  the  shepherd  tends  his  fleecy  charge ; 
more  lofty  hills  adorned  with  timber^  the  growth  of  ages 
past;  the  craggy  rock  here  frowns  portentous  o'er  the 
travellers  head;  while  o'er  the  plains,  mid  waving  corn, 
or  shadowed  by  luxuriant  trees  ,  bending  beneath  their 
weight  of  fruit ,  the  land  seems  studded  o'er  with  lovely 
villages. 

This  fine  old  building  with  its  two  majestic  towers  is 
an  object  of  pecular  interest  with  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ,  from  its  architectural  beauties ,  its  elevated 
and  charming  situation ,  its  antiquity,  and  from  its  having 
been  the  means  through  which  the  people  were  rescued 
from  the  bonds  of  idolatry,  and  admitted  within  th^ 
pale  of  the  church.  Passing  from  a  burial  ground  on  the 
side  of  which  we  entered  to  a  cemetery  on  the  other  side 
of  the  church,  through  a  cloister  running  paralel  with 
the  chancel  -  end  of  the  church ,  we  came  to  an  old  small 
detached  chapel,  which  being  open  we  entered,  but  found 
nothing  worthy  of  notice ,  except  that  the  poor  box  at  the 
entrance  stood  open  ,  and  that  in  it  were  deposited  a  conr 
siderable  number  of  kreutzers  and  hellers  ,  covered  with 
mould  and  gangreen ;  arguing  their  long  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  box,  and  the  absence  of  want  in  the  indi- 
viduals for  whom  they  were  collected. 

The  air  in  this  depository  of  the  dead  was  sweetly 
perfumed  by  a  number  of  wall  flowers,  growing  out  of  the 
wall ,  built  breast  high  as  a  measure  of  precaution ,  the 
rock  being  so  high  from  the  road  below,  as  to  render  the 
beholder  giddy  in  looking  over  it,  and  without  this  pror 
tection  would  be  really  dangerous.  With,  regret  I  left 
this  scene  of  enchantment  and  descended  .to  the  road  by 
the  side  of  the  Lahn  leading  to  Mr.  Trompeta's  charming 
residence,  which  overhangs  this  lovely  stream ;  and  passing 
some   fine   specimen  .of  rock ,    arrived  at  the  foot  gf  the 
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precipitous  hill  f    sbaded  irith   the  most  majestie  timbers , 
on  which  it  stands. 

I  enquired  of  an  honest  old  thatcher  at  work  in  the 
road  —  truly  the  man  was  no  courtier  —  the  nearest 
way  up  to  the  castle  9  for  this  fairy  abode  is  a  sort  of 
scion  of  one  of  the  castles  of  olden  times.  One  only 
tower  in  its  original  beauty  now  remains.  But  the  answer 
of  the  honest  thatcher.  «  Two  of  thy  fellow  mechanics 
be  just  gpone  before  thee ,  and .  thou  only  needest  to 
follow  thy  nose,  and  thou  canst  not  fail  to  arrive  after 
them,  for  one,  I  take  him  to  be  a  brusfamaker,  .smelt 
infernally  of  pitch. » 

This  was  a  sad  derogation  from  my  dignity,  but  the 
man  who  carries  a  knapsack  must  be  satisfied  occasionally 
to  meet  with  rubs  of  this  sort ,  comforting  himself  that , 
(except  at  such  places  as  Dietz ) ,  his  pocket  is  a  little 
spared  in  cotiseqnence  of  the  appendage.  With  some 
difficulty  tracking  the  brnshmaker,  notwithstanding  his 
resinous  effluvia  3  we  at  length  reached  the  summit  of  the 
hill.  Boldly  we  proceeded  to  the  house,  determining  to 
assume  such  a  measure  of  consequence,  as  should  awe 
each  menial,  insure  me  respect,  and  let  them  see  that 
persons  of  some  pretentions  may  carry  sometimes  a  knap- 
sack ,  as  well  as  gentlemen  of  the  sword ,  and  artists  of 
the  goose  and  needle. 

Close  to  the  entrance  of  the  house ,  the  door  of  which 
adjoins  the  venerable  old  tower ,  was  suspended  a  cage 
in  which  was  a  blackbird,  a  perfect  son  of  harmony,  and 
near  to  this  abode  of  sweet  sounds,  an  Eolian  harp 
blended  its  melancholy  chords  with  the  note  of  its 
rival  in  nielody.  Beds  and  pots  of  loveliest  flowers , 
clusters  of  charming  orange  trees  were  redolent  in  every 
sweet  to  gratify  the  sense ,  it  was  breathing  a  perfumed 
air ;  here  every  aspiring  feeling  of  my  nature  sunk  into 
calm  delight ,   and  I  stood  some  minutes  mute  with  admi- 
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ration  ,  ere  I  could  disturb  the  harmooy  of  art  and  nature, 
and  my  own  happy  frame  of  mind  by  ringings  the  bell. 

A  pretty  smiling^  damsel  with  hazel  eyes,  and  nut  brown 
hair  answered  the  summons ,  and  whether  from  the  harp, 
bird ,  flowers  ,  or  her  pretty  eyes  I  know  not ,  captivated, 
my  Toice  and  manner  I  fancy  partaking  of  the  dolce  all 
around ,  in  (>fentle  accents  craved  permission  to  survey  the 
interior  of  a  house,  whose  exterior  beauty,  and,  if  I  might 
judge  by  its  fair  portress ,  bespoke  so  much  of  loveliness 
within.  .  The  provoking  fair  I  perceived  kept  glancibg  ever 
and  anon  at  my  knapsack.  Necessitas  non  hahet  legem  ^ 
(I  recollect  being  flogged  for  the  very  sentence  when  at 
school ) ,  I  was  forced  to  assume  a  little  of  the  threatened 
bombast ,  therefore  addressing  the  fair  one  rather  more 
familiarly ,  I  said  have  the  goodness  pretty  one  to  present 
my  card  —  she   smiled  —  to  your   master ,    and   tell  him 

—  I  allowed  her  to  see  as  little  of  the  knapsack  as  pos- 
sible —  that  two  English  gentlemen  —  again  i|  provoking 
smile  —  travelling  for  pleasure  on  foot,  having  left  their 
carriage  and  attendants  in  Schwalbach  —  prny  God  forgive 

.the  bounce !  — *-  are  desirous  with   his  permission   of  sur- 
veying his  castle  of  enchantment ,    the  seat  of  the  Muses , 

—  I  pointed  to  the  blackbird,  —  the  home  of  Flora  —  I 
pointed  to  the  fragrant  shrubs  and  flowers  around ,  and 
with  the  extreme  point  of  my  finger  touching  her  lovely 
hand  I  added  —  and  the  abode  of,  —  the  graces.  I  was 
lost  in  astonishment  when  the  hazel  eyed  maiden,  ad- 
dressing me  in  my  own  native  tongue,  but  with  a  little 
of  the  brogue  of  the  Emerald  isle ,  not  a  little  augmented 
from  an  unconquerable  desire  to  laugh,  and  which  alone 
Irish  modesty  restrained,  said  a  Gentlemen  will  yon  not 
please  to  lay  aside  your  knapsacks^  and  walk  into  the  hall, 
while  I  present ^your  card  to  Mr.  Trompeta ,  who  is  just 
setting  down  to  his  dinner,  or  I  am  sure  getUlemen  he 
would  have  the  honour  of  receiving  you  himself. » 
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I  felt  conyincetl  this  mirth  inspired  nymph  must  have 
heen  brought  up  in  an  Irish  family ,  to  haye  acquired  so 
fair  a  knowledge  of  our  language,  and  therefore  determined 
to  range  my  artillery  in  anolher  direction,  and  paid  her 
a  compliment  on  the  classic  purity  vrilh  >vhich  she  had 
learnt ,  and  pronounced  our  language  \vhieh  for  a  — 

I  had  nearly  put  my  foot  into  it  again  being  just  about 
to  add,  foreigner,  irhen  fortunately  she  interrupted  me 
with  —  «Ach  sure  and  wuddent  it  be  a  big  shame  an  I 
euddent  spake  my  own  dare  mithcr's  spache  mid  helliganee.* 
This  was  enough  —  a  sister  of  o'Gonnels  « green  isle ,  » 
c  a  pearl  in  the  waters  of  the  deep,  »  that  land  o'er  which 
the  toad  ne'er  crawl'd  ,  nor  viper  crept ,  nor  spider  span 
his  web,  in  native  loveliness  now  stood  before  us.  She 
laughing  skipped  away ,  light  as  a  Jack  o'lantern ,  in* 
digenous  to  her  native  bogs ,  promising  to  be  back  in  an 
instant;  and  she  staid  not  longer  than  was  necessary  to 
lay  asside  her  mob  cap  and  cotton  neckerchief,  and 
substitute  a  couple  of  bows  of  brown  ribbon ,  an  excellent 
match  with  her  hair,  and  a  silk  handkerchief  admirably 
suited  to  the  tint  of  her  skin ,  and  returned  with  the  re- 
quired permission. 

We  were  now  shewn  over  this  most  delightful  residence, 
which  in  every  department  seemed  replete  with  elegance 
and  comfort ,  and  from  the  windows  of  which  the  most 
enchanting  view  met  you  in  every  direction.  From  the 
front  of  the  house  the  prospect  over  the  valley  of  the 
Lahn  before  described,  was  magnificent  and  extensive: 
from  the  one  side  the  view  bounded  in  by  the  most  superb 
woods ,  and  immediately  over  the  deep  ravine  by  the  side 
of  which  we  had  ascended  to  this  charming  spot,  afforded 
the  most  lovely  tints  in  foliage  that  can  well  be  imagined, 
while  the  tastefully  laid  out  pleasure  grounds,  ascending 
on  a  gentle  acclivity  from  the  back  of  this  fairy  abode , 
and  presenting  to  the  eye  an  assemblage  of  trees ,  shrubs 
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and  flowers  of  the  most  rare  kind ,  thro*  vistas  in  ivhich 
the  eye  dwelt  with  dclig^ht  on  the  distant  green  plot,  was 
calcnlated  almost  to  create  a  feelings  of  envy,  that  one 
individual  should  he  in  possession  of  ^so  many  Lcauties , 
such  a  measure  of  enjoyment,  while  half  the  world  pass 
throug^h  life  without  even  an  opportunity  of  hearing  of 
the  existence  of  such  delights.  -  - 

I  was   much  entertained   with    the   account   our  pretty 
guide  gave  of  herself,  her  father,  mother,  brothers  sisters 
and  all  living  relatives ,  while  ,  in  the  deplorable  relation 
she  favoured  us  with  of  those  who   had   been  gathered  to 
their   ancestors ,    I    fancied  for  the  following  half  hour  I 
was  listening  to    an  Irish   wake  on  the  classic  ground  of 
St.  Giles'.     Dear  Limerick  had  the  honour  of  giving  birth 
to    this   loquacious    belle ,    who   though    she   had    left  the 
dear   isle    when   only    five    years    old,    yet   such    was  the 
precocity   and   the   retention  of  her  memory  —  she  might 
be   now  about  «  sweet  twenty  two ,  »    yet  she  remembered 
well    all   its    beauties ;     and    depreciating   Germany ,     its 
people,   manners    etc.,    to    all   which,    (proceeding   from 
such  good  authority ,  and  from  so  fair  a  mouth  ,  I  dared 
not  dissent ,  even  had  the  volubility  with  which  she  pro- 
gressed from   subject    to  subject  even  allowed  me  an  op- 
portunity   of  refuting,)    I    was    necessitated   to    listen  to 
her  outpourings,    more  of  gall  than  honey  ,    till  from  her 
own  exertions  for  my  gratification ,  she  bad  fairly  talked 
herself  to  a  stand  still. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  decide  whether  the  trifling  mis- 
takes to  which  proverbially  the  Irish  are  subject,  should 
in  the  mouth  of  a  sister  of  that  lovely  isle  be  denomi- 
nated bulls  9  the  term  applied  to  such  errors  when  com- 
mitted by  a  male  of  the  country,  but  certainly  our  lively 
companion  in  the  desire  ^he  evidently  felt  to  please  us , 
frequently  placed  the  cart  so  before  the  horse  ,  or  left 
both    so  floundering  in  the  slough  of  confusion ,    that  we 


PREPOSSESSION.  97 

frequently  were  unable  to  help  her ,  or  them ,  oat  of  tho 
dilemma ;  but  when  in  her  feeling  of  nationality  she , 
(looking  oyer  one  of  the  most  lovely  prospects  9  an  as- 
semblage of  nature's  richest  gifts),  declared  the  vile  country 
was  no  more  to  be  compared  to  «  dare  Ilireland  nor  a 
pig  was  to  a  Hellifant , »  I ,  fearing  to  be  guilty  of  a 
rudeness  in  contradicting  such  unquestionably  good  au- 
thority ,  and  subject  myself  to  a  like  « hilligant »  simi- 
litude ,  therefore  with  the  pressure  of  two  tenpennies , 
in  a  hand,  softer  than  her  tongue  ,  took  my  leaye  of  the 
fair  sister  ot  the  «  pearl  of  the  world. » 
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CHAPTBR    4. 

An    insect    delieacy.      Mis  •  application.     The   German    Konsewife. 
Female     education.     An    aspiring    cobler.     Limburg    cathedral.     A 
Frenchman's    idea    of   the    yalue  of  a  relic.     A  self-taught    artist, 
shepherd,    and  dcTotee.     A  lofty  promenade.     A  high  dignitary  of 
the    church.      The    Franciscan    friars.     Fachingen.     Analysis  of  the 
spring.     Schaumherg.     A    moon    light   henuty.     A    correct   idea    of 
Kussia.     A  comfortable  inn ,   and  natural  politeness.     Bald\yunstein 
castle.     True    devotion.      Hebrew    emancipation.     A    sapient    conn- 
sellor.      Royalty    at    fault.      A    pastoral    scene.      Geilnau    spring. 
Many  friends    at   the  fountain's  head.     Analysis  of  the  water.     The 
nan    who    teaches    « the    young    idea    to    shoot. »      Gemuthlichheit. 
Prepossession.    Mountain  farming.    Happiness ,  from  what  derivable  ? 
Holzapfel.     A  German   lady  comme  il  faut.     Self  love.     An  honest 
German  of  the  past  century.     A  silver  mine.     A  restorative.     Pain- 
ful-pleasing recollections.     The  peasant  and  the  miner.     Lauen- 

burg.     A  poisoned  stream. 

JLt  was  my  intention  to  have  ylslted  Wcilliurgp,  the  birth 
place  of  the  present  rei£pning  Duke  oflVassau,  bat  desirous 
of  reaching  Relchenburg  so  soon  as  possible ,  flattering 
myself  I  might  perhaps  meet  with  my  excellent  friend 
Mr.  Habel  there,  I  deferred  this  pleasure  for  a  subse- 
quent excursion,  and  returned  to  Limburg;  I  earnestly 
recommend  tho'  all  who  are  desirous  of  visiting  as  loyely 
a  country  as  is  almost  in  Germany,  not  to  omit  a  yisit 
to  this  ancient  residence  of  the  house  of  Nassau. 

On  our  return  to  Limburg  the  fruit  trees  which  line 
the  road  on  both  sides  were  almost  at  places  blackened 
by  the  myriads  of  cockchaffers  ,  that  most  unceremoniously 
bounced    against  our  faces  —  by  the  bye  I   am  credibly 
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informed,  that  preserved  In  sugar  these  Insects  are  con* 
sidered  in  Germany  a  luxury ,  and  that  eren  by  some 
epicures  they  are  eaten  alive  as  a  delicacy  ^—  1  can  Touch 
for  the  truth  of  this  relation.  It  his  hard  enough  to  be 
obliged  occasionally  to  masticate  the  sinewy  parts  of  the 
ancient  Aionarch  of  a  farm  yard,  but  the  drum -stick  of 
Peter's  celebrated  bird  of  holy  writ ,  were  he  still  alive, 
would  be  preferable  I  should  think  to  this  delicious  repast. 

Arrived  at  Limbnrg  again  we  paid  our  respects  to 
Mr.  —  and  in  his  temporary  absence  found  a  lady  snp« 
plying  his  place  at  his  desk,  who,  some  years  younger 
than  himself  I  first  conceived  to  be  his  daughter ,  and  to 
be  on  the  credit  side  of  the  lady's  ledger,  denominated 
her  frdulein,  or  miss  —  but  the  endearing  appellation 
of  mamma,  addressed  to  the  lady  by  a  fine  chubby  faced 
little  hero  —  for  he  was  in  military  attire  —  convinced 
me  of  my  mistake  and  changed  the  appellation  of  the 
fair. 

The  German  housewife  must  certainly  be  reckoned 
among  the  most  industrious  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to 
meet  with ,  for  from  the  very  highest  to  the  lowest  it  is 
considered  disgraceful ,  not  to  be  perfectly  competent  to 
take  the  entire  management  of  a  family,  however  early 
wedded ,  (and  unfortunately  they  here  marry ,  according 
to  my  ideas  much  too  early  in  life)  ,  and  to  conduct  it 
with  propriety ,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  economy ,  a 
great  requisite  in  a  German  kitchen ,  where  otherwise  in 
families ,  not  over  weighted  with  the  riches  of  this  world, 
beggary  mnst  ensue ,  from  the  style  of  living  common  to 
all  classes  of  society. 

A  German  must,  he  will  live  well,  and  so  thoroughly 
convinced  are  the  rising  generation  of  the  fair  sex  of  this 
peculiar  feature  in  the  character  of  their  future  lords, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occurrence ,  to  see 
a   highly    educated   and    moat    accomplished    young   lady 
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attend  the  kitchen^ of  a  celebrated  cook,  or  even  of  an 
inn ,  to  study  and  practice  the  culinary  art.  The  lady 
of  the  Noble  regularly  attends  to  her  domestic  duties  ^ 
and  sees  ,  that  in  every  department  of  her  household , 
each  member  performs  his  or  hers ;  the  vpife  of  the 
merchant  allows  no  department  of  her  establishment  to 
escape  her  attention  and  superintending  care;:  the  trades- 
man expects,  from  his  helpmate ,  such  indeed  she  is ,  not 
only  scrupulous  attention  to  his  kitchen ,  but  al«o  her 
assistance  in  his  business,  Tvhere  frequently  as  in  the 
above  instance ,  and  which  has  elicited  these  remarks , 
she  renders  herself  useful  in  his  shop  ,  or  supplies  the 
place  of  a  clerk  at  his  desk.  The  life  of  the  mechanic's 
wife  is  still  more  laborious ,  tho'  her  task  is  performed 
with  as  much  cheerfulness  as  alacrity  ;  and  truly  may  it 
be  said,  that  the  days  of  the  peasant's  wife  are  numbered 
in  affliction,  and  the  crust  she  eats  moistened  by  the 
sweat  with  which  she  earns  it ,  and  yet  as  she  digs  her 
husband's  vineyard,  carries  up  the  steep  ascent  the 
heavy  load  of  dung  upon  her  head,  wherewith  'tis  dressed, 
mows ,  and  carries  home  the  provinder  for  his  stock, 
she  sings  her  native  melody,  cheerful  as  the  lark  that 
warbles  o'er  her  head,  and  without  a  thought  that  there 
exists  a  being  more  happy  than  herself. 

Now  with  aU  this  seeming  constant  occupation  the 
German  female  yet  finds  sufficient  time  for  the  cultivatioB 
of  her  mind ,  and  for  the  acquirement  of  those  accomplish- 
ments which  render  her  as  agreeable  a  companion  to  hter 
husband  in  his  leisure  hours ,  as  she  is ,  in  the  literal 
acceptation  of  the  word,  his  helpmate  in  his  home  and 
business.  Ail  are  in  some  degree  musical,  dance  and 
sing,  and  very  few  indeed,  who  make  any  pretentions 
whatever  to  education  or  to  respectability,  are  ignorant 
of  the  French  language ;  while  in  the  higher ,  and  oflea 
too  the  middling  walks  of  life  yoa  find  very  many  con- 
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Tersant  with  the  Italian  and  English  lan^agea.  Nothing 
can  be  more  beantifal  than  the  embroidering  of  the  Ger-' 
man  ladies ,  and  nothing  so  striking  in  their  characters , 
as  that  most  distinguishing  virtae ,  Industry ,  for  when 
not  otherwise  employed  she  knits  stockings  for  the  •guten 
nmitil,»  for  even  in  company,  at  their  musical  parties  , 
or  when  enjoying  the  beauties  of  nature  in  their  gardens 
.and  public  walks,  no  sooner  does  she  seat  herself,  than 
instantly  her  fingers  are  at  work  with  her  knitting  pins. 

Shortly  after  our  ^arrival  Mr. —  returned.  He  expressed 
his  regret  that  his  son-in-law  was  not  at  home  to  better 
officiate  as  guide  to  us,  but  in  his  absence  he  would  feel 
great  pleasure  in  supplying  his  place.  We  proceeded 
directly  to  the  fine  old  cathedral ,  Limburg  is  the  see  of 
a  Bishop,  surveyed  the  handsome  new  enclosed  church 
yard,  the  old  cemetery  now  coTcred  with  rubbish,  and 
where  Mr.  •—  informed  us  hundreds  of  French  and  Ger- 
mans who  had  died  in  the  military  hospital,  established 
here  in  the  late  war ,  were  indiscriminately  mingling  their 
remains,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  door  of  the  cathedral, 
where  we  rang  a  bell  to  announce  to  an  old  fellow ,  re- 
sident,  by  700  feet  nearer  to  Heaven  than  the  generality 
of  men,  our  desire  to  be  admitted.  In  this  lofty  abode 
the  warder  daily  mends  soles  above,  while  the  Bishop 
only  on  a  Sunday  repairs  souls  below,  —  both  usefnl  func- 
tionaries in  their  way,  and  after  several  applications  to 
the  bell ,  this  high  aspiring  cobler  made  his  appearance , 
and  admitted  us  into  the  body  of  the  building.  Shakspeare 
certainly  had  such  a  subject  before  him  when  he  drew  his 
character  ,  of  the  half  starved  apothecary  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet,  or  Sheridan,  that,  of  his  lay  brother  in  the 
Duenua,  for  a  more  miserable  looking  mortal  never  I  think 
was  beheld.  With  our  guide  we  passed  round  the  cathedral, 
and  surveyed  with  much  pleasure  this  really  beautiful 
building,   which  it    appears  was    built  in  the  year   000, 
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and  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  was  in  tbe  twelfth  cen* 
tury  reerected  ,  passings  from  the  original  architecture  into 
that  of  the  Gothic  ,  and  havings  in  the  lapse  v£  time  greatly 
fallen  into  decay ,  it  was  thoroughly  renovated  in.  the 
year  1766. 

We  minutely  surveyed  the  old  monument  of  Count 
Conrad  of  Huzbold,  which  for  its  antiquity  is  well  worthy 
of  ^notice  9  and  greatly  admired  the  font,  the  figures  sup- 
porting which  indicate  its  being  of  Pagan  origin ,  not 
^exactly  in  just  keeping  with  Christian  baptism.  The  form 
of  the  church  is  directly  that  of  a  cross.  The  floor  of 
Ihe  6hancel  is  paved  with  diverse  coloured  marble ,  inter«> 
mixed  with  black,  the  produce  of  the  country.  The  organ, 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  organ  building,  has  46  stops , 
and  is  of  a  very  superior  tone  and  quality^  and  tvas  built 
by  Sheetherring  in  1766,  the  pipes  being  of  a  singular 
fvsion  of  metal.  The  front  of  the  altar  is  of  one  piece 
of  beautiful  marble  4  and  well  deserves  observation.  When 
the  French  first  visited  Limburg^  a  marauding  party  of 
equality  gentlemen,  sought-  to  obtain  admission  to  the 
sacristy^  nothing-  being  too  holy  for  these  Tree  and  easy 
gentry,  but  the  Unavoidable  absence  of  the  warden  de- 
priving him  of  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  strangers  ^ 
and  having  forgotten  too ,  to  leave  the  keys  of  the  strong 
iron  door,  the  moveables  of  the  treasury  were  saved.  It 
is  added,  I  know  not  what  tmth  may  attach  to  the  re- 
lation ,  that  when  offered  as  some  reeompen^e  for  their 
disappointment ,  the  thumb  of  one  saint ,  and  the  great 
toe  of  another ,  (holy  working  relics),  the  infidels  treated 
with  contumely  the  proffered  gift ,  declaring  that  one  sa* 
cramental  cup,  or  even  the  wine  it  contained,  was  worth 
more  than  all  the  saints  in  the  calendar. 

The  pulpit  is  one,  indeed  I  may  say  is  altogether  the 
finest  specimen  of  carved  work  I  ever  beheld ,  it  is  an 
exquisite  performance ,  and  was  the  work  of  a  self  taught 
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nie^haniey  a  simple  shepherd,  and  was  entirely  executed 
with  his  knife  alone.  I  extremely  regretted  I  could  not 
learn  his  name ,  for  I  think  )ie  merited  to  have  it  re- 
corded ,  if  not  in  company  of  the  saints  in  the  calendar , 
still  in  the  records  of  the  church ,  to  which  his  zeal  had 
presented  so  fine  a  specimen  of  art.  He  worked  many 
years  on  this  memento  of  his  dcTotion,  skill  and  industry, 
and  finished  and  presented  it  to  the  church  in  1(IG8.  The 
arms  of  two  members  of  the  Ardeek  family  bearings  date 
1G38  are  shewn  as  mighty  lions,  hut  after  the  ignoble 
shepherd,  the  illMistrioHS  scarcely  dcserTcd  to  be  ranked 
as  whelps* 

A  gallery  svqpported  by  marble  pillars  runs  quite  round 
the  church,  wide  enough  for  three  or  four  persons  to 
walk  abreast.  Immediately  over  Hhis  gallery,  at  a  great 
eleyation,  being  yearly  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the  building, 
is  agaiil  a  gallery ,  only  sufficiently  wide  for  a  single 
person  to  pass,  and  extending  quite  round  the  edifice.  I 
ahall  not  soon  forget  the  walk  round  it.  The  view  into 
the  body  of  the  church  is  grand  and  imposing ,  but  aw* 
fuUy  high. 

Nine  hundred  feet  above  the  beautiful  stream  that  flows 
«t  the  foot  of  the  cathedral,  is  an  outward  gallery,  pass- 
ing also  round  the  building.  This  to  those  not  subject  to 
vertigo  is  truly  deserving  of  notice,  but  I  recommend  such 
as  are  giddy,  —  the  number  I  am  aware  are  considerable,  to 
abstain  from  this  promenade,  for  tho*  with  lovely  flowers 
decked ,  it  is  like  too  many  of  thie  flowery  paths  we  tread, 
the  path  of  danger.  I  gathered  from  the  walls  a  specimen 
of  the  loveliest ,  and  sweetest  wall  flowers  I  ever  either 
saw  or  smelt.  In  almost  every  sense  of  the  word  I  fear, 
giddy  in  my  youth ,  I  during  this  walk  found  that  age , 
in  respect  to  the  head ,  had  not  diminished  the  evil ,  tho' 
I  hope  its  tendency  is  to  prune  the  malady  in  the  hearty 
for  I  aever  felt  more  delighted   than  when  the  feat  was 
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performed ,  and  I  was  firmly  footed  on  patbs  more  tnited 
to  a  middle  a^ed  gentleman ,  than  that  I  had  heen  fool 
hardy  enoagh  to  attempt.  From  this  gallery  we  ascended 
ladders  on  the  outside  of  the  tower,  still  ahout  200  feet 
higher.  No  douht  the  view  was  charming  —  I  tooli  my 
soil's  word  for  it  —  for  shutting  out  all  the  world  from 
view,  by  causing  my  eyelids  to  embrace  as  firmly,  as  had 
they  made  arrangement  for  a  night's  repose,  I  descended 
to  the  arched  roof  of  the  church ,  and  thro'  an  apperture, 
immediately  oyer  the  high  altar,  from  which  my  skeleton 
friend  raised  a  trap  door  that  we  might  look  down  upon 
the  church,  surveyed  the  same,  and  felt  no  small  degree  of 
pleasure  in  being  at  all  events  som^  few  hundred  feet  nearer 
the  habitable  globe.  I  have  the  firmest  conviction  on  my 
mind ,  that  I  was  not  preordained  to  become  an  aeronaut, 
and  never,  till  I  hope  summoned  to  my  great  account,  shall 
I  again  be  so  high  minded ,  as  to  desire  to  soar  above  my 
fellow  creatures.  Arrived  at  last  at  the  domicile  of  the  cobler 
I  could  but  look  at  the  thing  of  skin  and  bone,  and  wonder 
at  his  aspiring  character,  for  he  looked  not  as  one  likely 
to  tower  so  far  above  his  neighbours  ;  but  it  seems  this 
individual  occupies  this  lofty  station,  that  he  may  watch 
the  enlightning  of  the  people  below,  his  office  being  during 
the  night  to  survey  every  part  of  the  lower  world ,  and  to 
announce  by  the  tolling  of  the  alarm  bell  if  fire  takes  place 
in  the  town. 

Some  of  my  musical  friends  in  England,  —  (the  com* 
position  not  having  originated  in  the  talent  of  a  Mozart, 
Beethoven,  or  Weber  it  is  perhaps  not  known  to  this 
classic  ground) ,  may  recollect  the  celebrated  song  of  the 
cobler  who  lived  in  a  stall  « that  served  him  for  parlour  ^ 
for  kitchen  and  hall ,  »  the  which  elegant  production  came 
to  my  recollection  on  surveying  the  domestic  arrangements 
of  the  verger  of  Limburg,  tho'  I  must  confess  it  was  alone 
in  this   respect   that  I  could  trace  any  resemblance ,    for 
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aa  the  one  lived  ia  a  cellar,  and  from  the  rotundity  of 
his  person  clearly  indicated  that  he  not  nnfreqnently  for 
an  honr  or  two  visited  that  of  a  neighbour  ,  the  sIqu  of 
the  «  empty  hag ,  or  the  cohler's  awl , »  alias  all ,  -^  and 
the  other  lived  in  the  clouds ,  and  from  his  personal  ap- 
pearance as  clearly  demonstrated  that  he  never  descended 
so  low  as  the  cellar,  1  am  almost  surprised  how  I  came 
to  think  of  the  favourite  old  ballad.  By  the  bye  is  it 
not  most  strange  that  one  occupying  so  high  a  station  in 
the  church,  should  be  so  exceedingly  lean?  the  high 
dignitaries  of  our  church  manage  these  matters  mneh 
better. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  town  successively  by  the 
French  and  Allies ,  an  hospital  was  erected  here ,  and 
from  the  numerous  deaths  the  small  church  yard  was  so 
crowded  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  take  in  a  field  for 
a  cemetery,  on  a  mere  extensive  plan,  and  this  has  as 
before  observed  been  effected.  The  view  from  this  ele- 
vated spot  over  the  town ,  river  and  adjacent  country  is 
truly  beautiful,  but  the  wall  enclosing  it  is  brought  so 
forward,  and  built  so  immediately  against  the  door  of 
the  front  entrance  to  the  church  as  greatly  to  injure , 
the  otherwise  imposing  effect  of  the  view  of  this  fine  old 
structure ,  when  viewed  from  a  short  distance. 

The  church  of  the  Franciscan  friars  is  also  well  worthy 
of  notice  ,  and  contains  monuments  to  the  memory  of  the 
family  of  Limburg,  Walderdorf  etc.  —  The  painted  glass 
window  behind  the  altar  has  been  greatly  praised  for  the 
richness  of  its  colours ,  and  the  general  beauty  of  its 
design. 

The  bridge ,  a  stone  structure  over  the  Lahn  of  five 
arches  ,  is  a  most  pleasing  object ,  when  surveyed  in  the 
distance ;  and  the  view  of  the  old  Cathedral  erected  on 
the  lofty  rock  to  the  right,  has  from  hence  really  a 
magnificent  effect. 
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Returned  to  the  df^elling^  of  oar  friendly  host,  he  and 
his  very  hospitably  disposed  better  half  supplied  us ,  al- 
most too  bouDtifolly ,  with  excellent  Hock  and  Faehinger 
water  and  sugpar ,  of  which ,  the  weather  beii^  warm ,  and 
we  a  little  fatigued  from  our  exertions,  we  drank  rather 
more  than  was  quite  prudent,  however  not  so  much  aa 
to  preyent  the  due  expression  of  our  thanks  for  their  hos- 
pitality and  polite  attention,  and  again  started  for  Frey- 
Dieta;  thro'  which  place  we  passed  to  the  left,  and  pro- 
ceeding oyer  a  rustic  bridge  across  the  river,  ascended 
the  hill  to  fiarenbach ,  a  v«ry  neat  village ,  with  gardens 
full  of  fruit  trees  and  very  fine  vegetables  ,  and  beneath 
the    same    great   quantities    of  liuen  bleaching,    which  in 

I 

snow  white   purity ,    vied   with  the   blossom-  of  the  trees 
above. 

Not  more  than  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  this  village 
we  arrived  at  a  hill  overhanging  the  romantic  valley  in 
which  the  hamlet  and  mineral  spring  of  Fachingen  lies. 
Here  nature  puts  forth  the  greatest  beauties  —  mountains, 
rocks ,  river ,  forest ,  fruit  trees,  all,  all.  is  beautiful  with- 
out aid ,  and  one  charm  outshone  by  its  neighbour.  We 
went  down  to  the  well  and  drank  profoundly  of  its  waters* 
The  Verwalter,  or  superintend  ant,  of  this  spring  is  an 
old  gentleman  with  a  private  fortune  of  70,000  florins,  and 
an  income  from  his  oflice  of  1^0.  It  seems  he  is  a  Very 
exccntric  character ,  he  lives  alone  and  sees  no  company, 
reads  but  little ,  lives  sparingly ,  eats  but  once  a  day , 
drinks  no  wine  ,  and  takes  one  and  the  same  walk  daily, 
about  a  mile  English,  three  or  four  times  during  the  ij 
hours  ,  in  one  of  the  most  retired  spots  that  can  be  ima« 
gined.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with,  and  of  ^injg 
over  the  various  offices,  as  bottle  rooms,  store  rooms  etc., 
and  found  him  gentlemanly  in  his  manners  and  well  in- 
formed on  the  topics  on  which  we  conversed.  Children 
are  mostly  employed  to  fetch  the  water  from  the  spring 
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by  the  inhabitants  of  the  toirns  and  Tillajfes  aronnd,  any 
person  being  allowed  'to  send  for  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
between  the  hours  of  it  and  12  a  m.  and  7  and  8  p  m. 
and  for  filling  which ,  one  kreutzer  for  10  quarts  is  paid. 
This  mineral  water  is  sold  at  the  spring  at  8  kreutzers  p. 
bottle,  or  thirteen  florins  p.  hundred  when  corked,  pitched, 
and  tied  over  with  leather.  They  fill  generally  1000  p. 
hour  and  usually  8000  p.  day,  on  an  aver nge  400,000  p. 
annum.  On  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  after  a  severe 
winter,  the  Lahn  occasionally  rises  ten  feet  above  its. 
usual  level;  and  in  this  ease  it  flows  over  the  protecting 
wall  of  the  spring ,  and  for  a  period  stops  the  works. 
The  source  of  the  spring  is  12  feet  below  the  bed  of  the 
river  ,  and  is  protected  from  the  stream ,  not  only  by  the 
rock  out  of  which  it  flows  ^  but  by  50,000  bricks  used  in 
the  construction  of  a  dam  to  obstruct  the  water  of  the 
river  from  forcing  a  passage  to  the  spring.  The  women 
employed  in  corking,  pitching,  leathering,  and  tying  down 
the  bottles  earn  generally  30  kreutzers  p.  day.  By  a 
machine  they  fill  KO  bottles  at  a  time.  It  is  subject  of 
general  complaint ,  that  neither  by  the  Duke ,  nor  by  any 
private  individual ,  a  house  has  been  erected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  visitors ,  either  as  patients  ,  or  for  plea- 
sure to  this  most  enchanting  spot ,  which  not  only  would 
prove  a  good  speculation  to  the  individual  undertaking 
it ,  but  of  considerable  comfort ,  and  convenience  to  the 
visitors,  many  of  whom  from  ill  health  are  little  able  to 
bear  the  exertion  of  going  backwards  and  forwards  to  Dietz^ 
there,  to  be  fleeced  by  mine  host  of  the  black  Eagle. 

The  water  of  Fachingen  is"*  peculiarly  beneficial  in  all 
diseases  of  the  stomach ,  bowels ,  hemorrhoidal  attacks  y 
chronic  nervoiis  diseases  and  general  weakness,  particn- 
larly  all  affections  of  the  bladder,  and  operates  on  the 
urinary  passages  most  beneficially ,  Fluor  alius  ,  Menstrua^ 
iio  suppressa. 
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From  four  to  eigpht  glasses  p.  day  is  tlie  quantity  re- 
commended ,  either  drank  -with ,  or  \?ithout  milk.  This 
water  is  peculiarly  pleasant  in  taste  ,  and  enlivening^  in 
effect,  but  wlien  used  as  a  cure  it  should  not  be  drank 
after  dinner. 

Temperature  8^   R, 

Soda  sulphuric 0,3856  Gr. 

Soda  muriatic 495119     » 

Soda  carbonic 45,2378     » 

Chalk  carbonic 2,4908     » 

Magpnesia  carbonic 1,7515     » 

O^yd  imperfect  of  Iron  carbonic     .     0,0892     » 

Soda  phosphoric '   0,0186     » 

Kiesel  -  earth  —  (this  my  friend  trans- 
lates Silicious) 0,0875     p 

32,5762  Gr. 
Carbonic  gass 1^,6874  K.  Z. 

After  surveying  every  thing  worthy  of  observation  we 
went,  accompained  by  the  attendant  at  the  well,  up  the 
hill  by  which  we  had  approached  the  spring,  when,  giving 
us  full  directions  as  to  our  road  we  again  returned  by 
Barenbach ,  passed  up  the  hill  to  the  right  through  a  fine 
wood,  and  in  half  an  hour  arrived  at  the  castle  of  Schaum- 
burg,  the  seat  of  the  princess  of  that  name.  Had  we 
arrived  earlier  at  this  beautifully  situated  castle  I  should 
certainly  have  requested  permission  to  inspect  it,  for  1  was 
credibly  informed  it  was  only  necessary  to  announce  one's 
name  and  wish,  immediately  to  obtain  the  required  per- 
mission. This  throughout  this  country  is  the  case.  Being 
so  late,  we  left  Schaumburg  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
to  our  left ,  and  descended  into  one  of  the  most  romantic 
valleys  I  ever  beheld  ,  to  the  village  of  Baldwunstein.  It 
was  late  when  we  arrived  by  the  hollow  way,  by  the 
side  of  which  ru^es  a  rather  turbulent  mountain  stream. 
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to  the  nafnificent  old  castle  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tillage. 
The  moon  shone  magnificently  bright ,  and  imparted  to 
the  scenery  a  softened  charm  scarcely  to  he  described, 
and  considerably  heightened  the  imposing  appearance  of 
the  fine  old  ruins.  Close  by  these  remnants  of  feudal 
greatness  we  overtook  a  man  ,  who  accompained  by  a  boy 
leading  a  goat  was  proceeding  in  our  direction.  Perceiv- 
ing we  were  strangers  by  the  dialect  in  which  we  enquired 
the  way  to  the  inn;  after  answering  the  question ,  he  took 
the  liberty  of  asking  if  we  were  not  Russians  >  (it  was  in 
my  bpinion  the  worst  compliment  ever  paid  me ) ,  and  en- 
quired  if  we  were  not  travelling  over  the  world  in  search 
of  that ,  which  was  not  to  be  found  in  our  own  country , 
( the  beauties  of  nature ) ,  for  «  I  should  suppose  if  yoa 
possessed  such  charms  as  these ,  you  would  not  from  a 
mere  roving  disposition  leave  your  homes.  »  Oh !  simplicity ! 
By  the  side  of  the  stream  flowing  directly  through  the 
Tillage,  and  over  which  several  small  stone  bridges  are 
built,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Ileimbach's.  The  supper 
of  the  hostess  was  excellent ,  consisting  of  pancakes  and 
salad,  good  wine  and  mineral  water,  and  seasoned  by 
genuine  civility  —  this  natural  courtesy,  this  inborn  po 
liteness,  the  offspring  of  kindly  feeling,  is  to  me  as  ac- 
ceptable as  the  cringing  servility  of  the  menial  is  annoying, 
and  the  slavish  politeness  of  the  courtier  is  hateful.  The 
little  parlour  of  the  inn  was  strewed  with  earthen  ware ; 
floor ,  chairs ,  table ,  and  drawers  ,  all  were  covered ;  for 
it  seems  the  good  housewife  had  been  a  wholesale  buyer 
this  day,  having  as  she  informed  me  purchased,  as  a 
bargain,  the  whole  stock  of  a  travelling  merchant.  Good 
nature  I  am  sure  is  catching,  and  as  I  felt  not  disposed 
to  trouble  the  good  woman  to  remove  her  purchase ,  I 
proposed  taking  our  meal  up  stairs  in  our  bed  room ,  or 
in  the  kitchen ,  or  any  where ,  so  much  had  her'  good 
feeling  ingrafted  itself  on  my  nature ;  but  in  vain ;  all  waa 
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•urrounded  by  tbe  mouldering  works  of  art,  the  unstable 
operations  of  the  hand  of  i^an  ;  this  child  was,  unobserved^ 
pouring  forth  his  infant  prayer  and  praise  at  the  foot  stool 
of  his  God.  It  is  not  for  me,  frail  and  erring  child  of 
mortality,  to  scan  the  actions  of  my  fellow  man,  to  measure 
the  extent  of  his  religious  fervour,  to  venture  an  opinion 
on  the  sincerity  of  his  professions,  or  to  maintain  the 
superiority  of  my  own;  but  where  no*  motive,  save  that 
of  pure  religion,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  little  Jew, 
can  bow  the  heart  and  bend  the  knee  in  silent  adoration 
before  the  throne  of  grace ;  I  may  be  permitted  to  place 
as  much  faith  in  the  sincerity  of  the  Hebrew,  as  in  that 
of  the  Christian;  and  I  envy  not  the  man,  whose  un- 
charitable heart  and  unchristian  feelings,  denies  to  the 
persecuted  jew,  as  great  a  measure  of  religious  fervour, 
as  the  holy  minister  of  any  faith,  or  his  assembled  jBLock, 
when  with  all  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  his  church  he 
bends  before  the  altar  of  his  God. 

It  had  become  so  much  the  habit  with  the  generality 
of  men  to  speak  of,  and  treat  the  members  of  this  com- 
munity with  contumely,  that,  that  man  was  thought  to 
possess  feelings  something  akin  to  iron  nerve ,  who  ven- 
tured, however  humble  his  efforts  to  step  foward  as  the 
champion  of  this  persecuted  people.  —  Thank  God !  if 
universal  emancipation,  which-  cannot  be  long  withheld 
from  them ,  is  still  not  conceded ,  yet  the  Hydra  of  in« 
toUerance  is ,  in  the  spread  of  universal  knowledge ,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  better  feeling,  so  far  subdued, 
that  the  monster,  with  his  allies  begotry  and  superstition, 
can  no  longer  stifle  the  voice  of  truth  ,  and- the  call  of 
justice.  How  ignorant  of  the  capabilities  of  these  people, 
of  their  thirst  after  knowledge,  and  their  industry  in 
acquiring  it  must  he  be ,  who  in  this  age  of  intellectual 
advancement,  and  liberal  feeling,  will  deny  in  the  Jew 
as  great  a  capability  for  mental  cultivation,  and  as  muck 


i 


A  SAPIENT  COUNSELLOR.  113 

talent  for  ftrriying  at  perfection  in  each  art  and  science, 
as  any  class  of  the  christian  commanity.  Contemplate 
the  emancipated  jew  of  France  $  in  his  hrave  defence  of 
his  native  land  he  has  been  found  quite  as  profuse  in 
shedding  his  blood  as  any  subject  of  the  realm.  Re- 
gard the  jew  of  England ,  France  ,  Holland ,  Wnrtem- 
bnrg,  as  public  functionaries  none  can  be  more  enligh- 
tened y  honest ,  '  patriotic.  What  minister  during  the 
late  eventful  period  of  the  Spanish  troubles ,  guided 
the  affairs  of  that  distracted  state  with  so  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  people,  and  so  in  possession  of  the  confidence 
of  the  Cortes ,  as  Christina's  honest  and  enlightened  Jew 
minister  Mendizabal. 

A  sapient  privy  counsellor  of  the  town  council  of 
Leipsic  lately  observed,  that  if  this  measure  of  justice 
and  sound  policy  ,  emancipation  passed  ;  «  this  blooming 
commercial  town  of  ours  will  be  soon  converted  into 
another  Jerusalem. »  The  late  sheriff  of  London  was  a 
Jew;  Jews  are  on  our  juries;  Jews  are  admitted  in  all 
our  societies,  of  which  they  often  form  the  ornament  by 
their  talents  and  exemplary  conduct;  and  yet  I  have  till 
bow'  not  been  able  to  trace  the  least  resemblance  in  our 
streets  to  the  holy  city  of  Palestine ,  nor  the  remotest 
similitude  in  any  of  the  exclusively  pious,  the  elect  people 
of  the  Lord,  the  so  denominated  enlightened  saints  to 
these  benighted  sons  of  Abraham. 

How  much  I  regretted  the  other  day  to  read  in  one 
of  the  News-papers,  that  the  otherwise  enlightened  monarch 
of  Prussia  had  forbid  the  parents  of  Hebrew  children  to 
give  their  offspring  any  other  than  names  from  the  old 
Testament,  the  following  being  assigned  as  a  reason: 
The  hing  recently  surveying  a  public  exhibition  of  the 
works  of  art  executed  by  his  subjects ,  was  so  struck 
with  a  beautiful  silver  vase ,  as  to  express  his  admira- 
tion in  the  most  unqualified  terms.     Th^  ingenious  work- 
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man  entreated  bis  soyereigif't  acceptance  of  the  piece  of 
plate ,  and  the  modest  artisan  only  requested  in  return , 
permission  to  ^ffix  to  his  name ,  «  silversmith  to  his  ma« 
jesty »  —  His  hoon  iras  granted ,  and  the  grateful  man 
wrote  a  letter  of  thanhs  for  the  condescension  of  his  king. 
It  was  now  discovered  the  man  was  a  jew.  *  Having  a 
christian  name ,  his  Majesty  had  been  led  into  the  error. 
An  order  appeared  forthwith  that  in  future  no  Jew  should 
on  pain  of  high  displeasure ,  give  his  child  any  other  than 
Bible  names.  This ,  from  so  really  enlightened  a  govern* 
ment  is  to  be  deplored.  In  Italy  and  Switzerland  the  Jew 
possesses  not  a  shadow  of  freedom,  in  both  states  he  is 
forbid  to  erect  a  place  for  holy  worship ,  the  comfort  and 
consolation  of  religion  is  denied  him ;  in  the  former  he  is 
forced  to  wear]a  badge  of  degradation  — *a  distinct  dress, 
and  compelled  to  attend  and  hear  mass.  In  Vienna  if  he 
only  remains  in  the  city  fourteen  days,  he  must  announce 
bis  intention,  and  pay  a  tax  of  7  florins  for  the  permission* 
Would  not  one  imagine  in  these  countries  they  were  in 
the  dark  ages  of  the  eighth  century,  rather  than  in  the 
enlightened  eighteenth.  Russia,  — yes  Russia  has  recently 
granted  a  measure  of  complete  emancipation  to  these  op- 
pressed and  deserving  people ,  and  Germany  -^  but  she 
cannot  long  stem  the  current  of  public  opinion  and  en- 
lightened policy ,  and  must  ere  loog  award  to  her  brethren 
of  the  Hebrew  persuasion,  full,  and  complete  emancipation. 
It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  making  the  acquaintance,  and  of  cultivating  the  friend- 
ship of  several  Hebrew  families ,  and  this  introduction  to 
their  domestic  circles  has  afforded  me  the  means  bf  study- 
ing the  character ,  and  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
same.  I  have  learnt  to  know  them  as  parents,  husbands, 
wives ,  children ,  and  friends ,  and  have  found  them  ex- 
emplary in  every  relative  situation  of  life  and  as  merit- 
ing my  utmost   regard.  —    I  have  found  them  cultivated 
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companions,  have  admired  tliem  as  accomplished  women, 
and  esteemed  tliem  as  friends.  They  require  only  to  be 
studied ,  without  prejudice ,  to  be  esteemed  equally  with 
their  christian  brethren. 

But  I  fear  my  readers  have  been  for  some  time  quite 
as  tired  of  this  lon^  dig^ression ,  as  I  had  been  from  the 
calls  of  hunger  strongly  urging  my  return  to  breakfast, 
long  before  we  descended  the  hill  of  Baldikinstein. 

An  excellent  breakfast  soon  despatched,  and  our  ciril 
landlady  paid  a  very  reasonable  bill  for  our  comfortable 
accommodation,  we  crossed  the  Lahn,  close  by  the  water- 
fall, and  turning  on  a  rising  ground  to  take  a  last  look 
at  the  *loYcly  castle  and  valley ,  felt  almost  disinclined 
to  quit  a  spot  so  rich  in  beauties.  It  is  not  in  the  lot 
of  man  to  find  enduring  pleasures,  or  I  could  have  wished, 
far  from  the  busy  world ,  and  all  its  feverish  joys ,  to 
end  my  days  in  such  a  peaceful  spot  as  this. 

The  road  now  skirted  by  cherry  trees  ,  wound  along 
the  beautiful  meadow  through  which  flows  the  snake -like 
creeping  Lahn,  and  on  both  sides  enclosed  with  lofty  hills 
covered  with  timber  of  each  sort  and  foliage,  and  emit- 
ting rich  perfumes  ,  which  nature  could  alone '  produce  , 
we  passed  along  this  scarcely  terrestrial  valley  in  three 
short  miles  to  the  spring  of  Geilnau.  Peasants  who  had 
collected  dried  leaves  for  fodder,  were  seen  carrying  the 
same  in  sacks  upon  their  heads,  climbing  the  winding  paths 
on  the  lofty  mountains  side ,  till  ii/  the  altitude  they 
seemed  the  children  of  famed  Liliput,  or  some  fairy  land, 
rather  than  mortals  of  this  earth  of  ours.  The  thrush, 
the  nightingale,  and  every  son(Jfster  of  the  grove  seemed 
Tying  with  each  other  in  their  efforts  for  preeminence , 
and  to  render  more  enchanting  the  magic  of  the  scene. 
Oh!  'twas  a  feast  of  nature,  'twas  the  flow  of  soul  'twas 
love,  'twas  harmony,  it  was  religion. 

8* 
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Arriyed  at  tbe  spring  we   were  delighted   with   its  si- 
tnation ,    and   hastened   to  .  partake   of  its  water ,    which « 
with  each  following  glass  we  found  improve  upon  the  pa- 
late ,    and   having     greatly    refreshed    ourselves    with    the 
draught,  we  paid  our  respects  to  the  superintendent.    The 
scanty  supply  of  this  spring ,    depending  on  the  height  of 
the    water  in   the   river   and  other   opposing  causes,    has 
materially  lessened  the    reputation    of  this  most  excellent 
mineral  water.     Like  many  of  the  springs  in  Nassau  it  wiU 
Btot  hear  the  transport,    so. well  as  the  waters  ofSelters, 
than   which  it  contains    more  fixed   air,    consequently  in 
that  respect   is    more   refreshing,    if  drank  merely  as  an 
accompanyment  to  wine ;    hut  from  the  quantity  of  ochre 
that  forms  a  part  of  it,  it  is  apt  to  produce  a  murky  sediment^ 
which  in  the  last  glass  of  a  hottle  takes  from  its  otherwise 
inviting  qualities ,    and   it  requires   as   much  care  as    our 
crusted  port;    our  hee's  wing  though  heing  far  preferahle 
in  appearance   to  the    yellow   tint  in  this  fine  water.     In 
its   effects   this   water  much  resemhles  that  of  Fachingen , 
Lut  is  evidently  more  powerful,  from  a  less  quantity  heing 
recommended  to   he  drank  than  that  of  the   latter;    from' 
three  to   six  glasses   being   daily  recommended,    but  only 
in  a  morning  to  be  drank.     Each  mineral  well  possesses 
diverse  advocates  in  its  favour,  as  for  example  the  super- 
intendent,  the  well  servant,  the  bottle  stopper  etc.,  and 
in  the  impartial  pamphleteer,  who  has  rendered  each  fount 
celebrated  by  a  literary  disquisition  on  its  merits,  and  pro- 
ceeding from   that   fount   of  knowledge ,    his    own  brain , 
cannot   fail  of  being  correct;    yet  tho'  the  utmost  reliance 
can  be  placed  in  each ,    I  yet  have  preferred  the  opinion 
of  one  instead  of  so  many  authorities ,    if  not  quite  at  the 
fountain  head  of  information;  therefore  I  will  say  no  more 
than  that  these  gentry  all  declared  at  Fachingen,  that  their 
spring  was  far  superior  to  Selters ,    while  the  lady  bottle 
fillers   of  Geilnau,    (gallantry  forbids  my  doubting  such 
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antbority) ,  swore  that  the  water  of  both  places  ,  or  indeed 
of  the  whole  world ,  was  not  to  be  compared  with  theirs 
—  there  is  much  patriotism  in  these  water  nymph9. 

Generally  the  mineral  water  of  this  spring  is  applicable 
to  the  same  diseases  as  that  of  Fachingpen ,  hut  it  is  to  he 
obserred  in  cases  pecularly  affecting  the  bladder,  kidneys, 
biliary  ducts,  it  is  eren  to  be  preferred,  but  in  a  tendency 
to  stone  it  should  be  drank  for  a  lengthened  period  ,  and 
after  operations  for  this  complaint  should  be  continued 
long  as  a  preyentiye  to  a  return  of  this  frightful  disorder. 

Persons  of  a  full  habit  should  aroid  the  use  of  this 
water,  and  those  afflicted  with,  complaints  of  an  inflam- 
matory tendency ,  congestion  etc.  should  by  no  means 
drink  them. 

Analysis  of  the  Geilnau  spring. 
Temperature  8,S^  R. ,  specific  weight  1,004. 

Soda  sulphuric 0,2047  Gr. 

Soda  muriatic 0,2976     » 

Soda  carbonic 12,0484     » 

Chalk  carbonic 1,9869     » 

Magnesia  carbonic     .     •     « 2,2558     » 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  Iron  carbonic  )    ^  .^^^ 

rm€  1      •        0,1608     » 

»  »         of  Manganese  carbonic) 

Soda  phosphoric 0,7597     » 

Silicious  earth  —  (so  translated)*     .     •     0,1101     » 

17,7820  Gr. 

Carbonic  gas 25,7765  K.  Z. 

From  the  spring  of  Geilnau  we  proceeded  to  the  Tillage 
of  the  same  name,  at  but  a  short  distance,  and  on  our 
way  we  overtook  that  useful  functionary,  who  fills  the 
double  calling  of  herdsman  and  nightly  guardian.  His 
belt  afforded  us  the  important  information  that  his  name 
was  John  Fischer ,  for  in  large  letters  in  brass ,  rivetted 
to  the   leather   stood  forth  the    weighty  fact.     A  proof  I 
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imagine  that  his  office  is  more  permanent  than  that  of 
either  Whig  or  Tory  minister.  This  highly  important 
personage  in  every  German  village ,  on  account  of  the 
open  state  of  the  country,  supplied  the  place  of  a  horn, 
the  general  appendage  of  his  office,  with  a  whistle,  far 
more  shrill  than  that  of  the  boatswain  of  a  British  man 
of  war ,  and  at  which  well  known  sound ,  sheep ,  lambs  , 
and  pigs,  emerged  from  every  homestall. 

The  best  house  in  every  village ,  except  the  residence 
of  a  nobleman  or  gentleman  graces  the  same,  is  most, 
frequently  the  school-house;  of  course  the  best  informed, 
and  generally  the  most  respectable  person  in  the  com- 
munity is  the  school  -  master.  This  certainly  is  owing  to 
the  particular  care  evinced  by  the  government  in  the  se* 
lection  of  teachers,  it  frequently  happening  that  the  master 
is  provisonally  placed  in  a  situation  two  years  before  he 
obtains  his  permanent  appointment,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  ascertained  whether  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  his 
conduct  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  parishioners 
for  so  important  a  station,  and  whether  the  progress  of 
the  pupils,  is  a  guarantee  of  his  capabilities  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

In  dilating  on  this  subject  hereafter ,  I  shall  have 
occasion  when  speaking  of  the  system  of  education  in  the 
Dukedom  of  Hessen  Darmstadt ,  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  a  work  written  by  the  counsellor  Hesse ,  and  which 
gives  a  clear  exposition  of  the  plans  of  that  enlightened 
^government,  and  proves  how  great  is  the  obligation  of  the 
people  of  that  country  to  this  gentlemen.,  for  his  exer- 
tions in  furtherance  of  the  mental  advancement  of  the 
people ,  the  improvement  of  their  roads ,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil. 

These  observations  originated  in  our  seeing,  seated 
on  a  piece  of  timber  immediately  opposite  his  house  ^ 
the  young  schoolmaster  of  Geilnau  and  his  pretty  wife  and 
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infant  cliild,  and  with  whicli,  (it  was  evidently  tbeir  first), 
they  were  playing.  I  could  but  remark  with  what  evident 
curiosity  the  pair  regarded  us ,  and  I  fancied  the  young 
woman  when  I  addressed  her  husband,  looked  rather  em- 
barrassed. Asking  our  way  to  llolzapfel  the  young  man 
arose ,  and  placing  his  child  in  the  arms  of  his  wife ,  said 
«  as  the  road  was  rather  intricate ,  he  would  with  my  per- 
mission do  himself  the  honour  of  attending  me  »  —  Oh ! 
German  Gemiiihlichkeit  how  much  do  I  prize  thee !  whether, 
with  pleasure  thou  art  contemplated  in  the  polished  manners 
of  the  courtier ;  thou  fascinatest  thy  admirers  in  the  easy, 
graceful  manners  of  the  soft  sex ;  art  traced  in  the  frank 
and  kindly  carriage  of  the  citizen,  or  in  the  rustic  manners 
of  the  untutored  peasant,  still  art  thou,  attendant  as 
thou  art  on  each  rank  and  station  of  life  a  prominent 
feature  in  the  character  of  the  people ,  and  a  delightful 
contemplation  to  the  stranger. 

On  our  way  the  yoang  teacher,  whose  whole  deport- 
ment had  prepossessed  me  greatly  in  his  favour ,  observed, 
that  in  my  conversation  perceiving  I  was  not  a  native  of 
Germany,  he  found  that  his  wife  was  not  quite  infallible, 
for  she  had  nearly  done  herself  the  honour  of  claiming  me 
as  an  acquaintance,  with  whom  in  former  years  she  had 
been  intimate  in  the  town  of  Nassau ,  where  I  had  visited 
often  her  father.  I  could  but  assure  him  bow  much  I 
regretted  that  I  could  not  lay  claim  to  the  honour,  and 
that  circumstances ,  and  my  roving  way  of  life  allowed  me 
not  time  enough  to  remain  in  any  spot  to  make  so  agreeable 
an  acquaintance.  In  the  profundity  of  his  bow  I  fancied 
he  assured  me  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  the 
compliment.  The  one  object  of  my  journey  was  the  ac- 
quirement of  the  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  people 
of  this  interesting  country,  and  yet  with  an  opportunity 
of  studying  it  in  one  of  its  most  useful ,  and  intelligent 
members,  I,  in  this  instance  was  hurrying  on,  Englishman 
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like ,  without  availing  myself  of  an  opportunity  so  fa- 
vourable for  the  purpose,  as  if  life  or  death  depended 
upon  the  race.  The  acqaintance  of  this  individual  had 
something  in  it  that  created  a  desire  in  me  to  be  better 
known  to  him,  and  I  regretted,  as  I  oft  before  had  done, 
when  meetiogr  with  an  agreeable  companion ,  that  so  brief 
must  be  my  intercourse  with  a  fellow  creature,  who,  in 
the  first  moment  of  our  meeting  so  forcibly  had  attracted 
my  liking. 

Before  parting  with  my  really  pleasant  companion , 
who  delayed  so  long  as  I  imagined  his  arduous  duties 
admitted ,  his  farewell ,  he  informed  me  the  chief  official 
personage  over  the  silver  mines,  (from  a  hundred  weight 
of  lead  they  extract  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  of  silver) 
was  a  certain  Geheimerhofralh  Schneider,  and  that  on 
application  to  him  ,  being  a  most  friendly  and  obliging 
person ,  he  doubted  not  every  thing  would  be  shewn  and 
explained  to  us.  We  now  wit^  feelings ,  seemingly  of 
extreme  good  will  towards  each  other  shook  hands  and 
parted.  At  a  little  distance  I  turned  to  look  —  whether 
at  the  magnificent  scenes  around ,  or  after  my  late  com- 
panion I  know  not,  but  some  how,  my  eyes  involuntarily 
seemed. more  disposed  to  stray  in  the  direction  he  had 
taken,  than  mid  nature's  loveliest  paths ;  when  I  perceived 
he  had  done  the  same,  and  vanity  I  admit  whispered  the 
idea ,  that  a  sort  of  good  will  towards  my  person  had 
induced  him  to  stay  his  steps ,  and  wave  his  hand ,  rather 
in  token  of  that  good  feeling,  than  in  admiration  of  scenes^ 
which  however  beautiful ,  a  long  acquaintance  with  their 
charms  might  naturally  have  tended  to  weaken. 

"We  commenced  the  ascent  of  a  hill,  which  those  unused 
to  such  acclivities  would  certainly  denominate  a  steep 
mountain,  and  had  the  benefit  of  a  vapour  bath  in  the 
effort',  but  without  the  luxury  of  a  shampooing,  so  oft 
experienced  under  the  hands  of  the   celebrated  Mahomed 
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of  Brif^ton,  wlieii  I  litde  dreamt  ever  to  liaye  been  Mess'd 
ivlth  Biieli  a  measure  of  health  as  to  be  able  to  toil  across 
the  mouMtains  of  the  Taunos.  I  here  watched  the  arduous 
exertions  of  a  pair  of  small  cows ,  about  the  size  of  our 
little  Highlanders ,  in  their  endearours  to  transport  a  very 
small  load  of  dung  up  the  forest  hill,  to  the  high  cul- 
tivated  lands  above,  and  with  all  my  romantic  love  of 
wild  mountain  scenery,  wondered  not  that  our  hostess  of 
Balduinstein  should  -wish  her  mountain  hills  flat  as  the 
meads  of  Holland.  They  were  often  obliged  to  stop ,  as 
well  as  their  driver ,  to  take  breath ,  'and  on  all  such  ee« 
easions  instead  of  the  application  of  the  whip ,  they  were 
encouraged  by  words  of  endearment.  The  whole  labour 
of  the  fields  in  this  part  of  the  country-  is  performed  by 
these  little  animals,  who  after  assisting  their  master  to 
raise  bread  for  the  support  of  his  family,  moisten  his 
crust  with  their  milk,  or  afford  him  the  luxury  of  butter 
to  his  black  bread. 

It  is  as  much  a  subject  of  astonishment  as  of  gratifi- 
cation to  contemplate  the  contentedness  and  good  humour 
with  which  the  poor  peasant  of  this  country  labours  for 
the  support  of  his  family,  and  the  seeming  satisfaction 
with  which  he  returns  to  the  quiet  of  his  cottage  after  a 
day  of  extreme  toil. 

Itf  the  absence  of  every  romantic  feeling  connected 
with  the  sick'ning  sentimentality  attached  to  the  idea  of 
« loTC  in  a  cottage ,  »  as  described  by  many  Novel  writers, 
I  have  yet  witnessed  such  scenes  of  sober,  quiet  felicity, 
in  the  dirty  abode  of  a  German  peasant  as  fully  warrants 
the  assertion ,  that  happiness  is  not  less  an  inmate  of  the 
poor  man's  hut^  than  the  guest  of  the  wealthy  noble  ,  and 
that  far  from  splendid  luxury  being  necessary  to  the  en« 
joyment  of  man ,  it  more  frequently  banishes  from  his 
princely  mansion  the  glow  of  health  that  mantles  o'er 
the    rustic's    cheek,    the  sleep  that  renovates  his  iveary 
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all  eril.  »  I  will  not  be  so  harsh  as  to  denominate  the 
life  of  the  miner's  wife  one  of  freedom  from,  toil ,  but  by 
comparison,  she  has  more  time  for  indulg^ence  in  the 
trifling  occupations  of  life«  and  consequently  is  more 
likely  to  be  entrapped  into  vice. 

Accompained  by  our  sub  -  terrestrial  companion ,  the 
chronicler  of  lively  tales.,  we  now  proceeded  to  the  mine 
works ,  and  lorely  hamlet  of  Laueiiburg  on  the  Lahn , 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  mine  of  Holzapfel.  Had 
I  not  afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  ma- 
jestically grand  scenery .  of  the  Felzenthal ,  or  valley  of 
rocks,  near  St.  Goarshausen,  the  romantic  Hirtenfelz  on 
the  Donnersberg,  or  the  never  to  be  forgotten  Rhein- 
graffenstein  near  Greuznach ,  I  should  certainly  have  pro- 
nounced this  the  most  romantic  spot  d  had  seen  in  Ger- 
many ,  and  as  most  resembling  the  scenery  of  the  Harz 
mountains  in  the  north ,  so  often  traversed  in  the  days 
of  my  youth. 

By  the  side  of  our  road,  flowing  over  a  bed  of  rock, 
forming  numerous  falls,  the,  with  lead  impregnated  water 
of  the  mine  of  Holzapfel  takes  its  poisonous  course ,  des- 
troying every  vestige  of  vegetation  near  where  it  winds 
along.  This  water  having  worked  the  machinery  of  the 
mill ,  aided  in  breaking  the  ore ,  and  afterwards  in  wash- 
ing and  purifying  it,  flows  through  the  lovely  valley  of 
Lauenburg,  disfiguring  the  face  of  nature  with  its  dis-* 
coloured  water,  and  finally  mingles  its  baneful  stream 
with  the  pure  and  healthy  waters  of  the  smiling  Lahn. 
To  the  right  of  the  road  the  ruins  of  Lauenburg ,  frow- 
ing  o'er  a  rocky  precipice,  are  from  the  destruction  of 
the  stone  steps  by  which  they  were  approached  now  in- 
accessible J  except  by  the  hardy  mountain  youth  of  the 
country ,  and  its  playful  goats,  and  embedded  as  they  ifre, 
give  to  the  wild  scenery  of  the  valley  a  character  not  to 
be  defined.     It  looks  like  the  Hecate  and  the  wierd  sister's 


PROFOUND  OPERATIONS.  129 

home.  From  this  castle,  by  many^  the  present  noble  fa- 
mily of  Nassau  are  reported  to  haTc  originated;  if  it  is 
so ,  'tis  a  pity  it  should  be  suffered  to  fall  entirely  into 
decay,  that  not  a  vestage  soon  ivill  mark  the  spot  whence 
Nassau's  princes  came.  Here  too  is  a  mine  of  conside- 
rable extent,  but  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  which 
the  men  are  obliged  to  proceed  full  two  miles  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  before  they  can  commence  their 
work.  We  now  returned  to  the  mine  at  Ilolzapfel ,  and 
with  many  thanks  to  the  surveyor  of  the  works  for  his 
Tcry  kind  attention,  and  having  beyond  his  wishes  re- 
munerated my  black  friend  of  the  lower  regions ,  to  whom 
I  certainly  had  «  held  a  candle  m  in  his  own  dominions , 
we  ,  (directed  by  Mr.  Zachary) ,  instead  of  returning  to 
Holzapfel  struck  up  a  hill  to  our  left  everlooking  the 
mine ,  and  having  passed  numerous  works,  connected  with 
the  same,  we  stopped  a  moment  to  survey  the  majestic 
works  of  God  before  us ,  and  the  pigmy  efforts  of  man 
beneath  the  elevated  spot  on  which  we  stood ,  before 
taking  leave  of  it  —  perhaps  —  for  ever.  In  the  pre- 
ceding chapter  I  conducted  the  reader  high  in  the  regions 
of  air  ;  in  that  of  the  present  he  has  ,  if  my  relation  has 
possessed  sufficient  interest  to  induce  him  to  follow  me, 
been  deep  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  in  the  next , 
though  not  in,  he  will  wander  with  me  on  the  banks  of 
a  water  so  lovely  that  I  trust  he  will  not  tire  of  the  tour. 


0 
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CHAPTKB    5. 

A  Tiew,   snch  as  nor  pen,    nor  pencil  can  describe.     The  home  of 
Oberon.     An    exemplification    of,  —  u  earned   by  the    iweat  of  the 
brow.*     The   recollections   of   twenty  fiye  years.     A  Tillage  inn  of 
the    past    century,    with    its    amiable   domestic  circle.     A  luxurious 
repast.     High  farming.     Langenau  castle.     Church  of  Arnstein,    An 
excommunicated  knight  and  his  lady.     A  holy  relic.     Religion  more 
powerful    than   loye.      A    q[uartett  of,    and  by   warm  ones.     An  ar* 
gument    in    fayour    of   matrimony.      A    chain    bridge.      Blother    and 
daughter.     Nassau.     Noble    and  -  plebeian.     The    Lahn.     Advantager 
of  a  college  education.    Dausnau.    The  passport.    Ems.    ProcreatiTe 
qualities    of   water.      For   what    disorders    applicable.      How   nsed* 
The   hatha   of  .£ms   peculiarly  beneficial  for   females.     General  dis- 
orders.    A  horse  bath.     Analysis  of  the  springs.     Historical 
notices..     Antiquities.    Natural  curiosities  etc. 

JM  o  sooner  had  wo  Lade  farewell  to  the  lovely  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lanenhiirg,  than  passiag  a  considerable  tract 
of  arable  land,  we  entered  a  fine  forest  of  oak  and  beech, 
and  after  traversing  several  footpaths  in  the  same ,  nn* 
certain  if  we  were  right  in  -oar  selection  or  not,  bnt  cutting 
off  by  this  means  a  considerable  distance ,  we  at  length , 
after  a  lovely  walk  came  to  a  point  of  the  high  road, 
from  whose  lofty  eminence*  we  commanded  a  view  — 

Reader  did  you  ever,  when  not  at  all  in  the  anticipation 
of  good  fortune,  experience  the  extatic  delight' of  being 
overpowered  with  an  unexpected  measure  of  good  luck. 
Never  having  been  one  of  the  fickle  dame*8  prime  favou- 
rites ,  I  have  never  in  my  own  person  felt  this  sort  of 
smothering  sensation ,  but  I  have  felt  a  glow  of  delight , 
almost   as  great ,    in   the  contemplation  of  a  friend's  hap- 

I 

pin  ess  -^  well   as   I    can  fancy   this   unexpected   burst   of 


THE  MAGNIFICENT  IH  NATUIUS.  131 

delight ,  I  can  only  draw  a  similitude  l>etweeii  such  bliss- 
fal  sensations  and  my  own  9  on  emerginj]^  from  the  wood. 
We  had  not  followed  the  course  of  the  dusty  high  way, 
had  not  by  degrees  been  preparing  our  minds  and  risions 
for  the  loveliest  view  I  ever  beheld,  by  occasional  stolen 
glances  of  parls  of  the  picture  ,.  and  thereby  lessened  the 
interest  of  the  whole ;  no ,  all  at  once  this  Eden  of  na-> 
ture  burst  upon  the  wondering  imagination.  The  road  on 
which  we  stood ,  was  just  at  this  point  cut  out  of  the 
solid  rock  ;  it  was  a  lofly  eminence  which  afforded  a  full 
command  of  the  heavenly  landscape.  Oh !  God !  what  a 
view  here  burst  on  the  enraptured  sight ,  what  a  school 
for  the  painter  was  here  displayed ,  what  enchantment 
for  the  lover  of  nature ,  in  the  perfection  of  the  works 
of  the  Creator ,  and  oh !  what  a  fearful  contemplation  for 
the  wretched  unbeliever  in  the  existence  of  that  all  wise 
being ,  who  here  at  once  displays  the  might  of  his  power, 
the  majesty  of  his  works,  and  the  benignity  of  his  nature. 

The  Lahn  here  flows  in  its  narrow  bed  ,  confined  mid 
rocks ,  which  at  places  come  almost  perpendicular  into 
the  stream ;  in  other  situations  small  patches  of  pasturage, 
and  even  corn  -  land ,  only  approachable  by  boats ,  and 
by  which  conveyance  the  manure  is  carried^  and  the  pro- 
duce harvested,  seem  like  fairy  spots  in  this  land  of 
enchantment.  Here  all  combines  to  render  this  abode  of 
peace,  this  earthly  paradise,  at  once  the  stranger's  wonder, 
admiration,  and  almost  his  envy.  To  describe  its  beauties 
my  pen  rejects  its  office.     To  be  felt ,  it  must  be  seen. 

Instead  of  continuing  on  the  road  on  the  high  ground, 
we  descended  by  a  steep  foot  path  on. our  right  through 
vineyards ,  in  many  part  growing  out  of  the  dry  and  steril 
rock,  towards  the  village  of  Oherhof.  Occasionally  the 
narrow  foot  path  was  cut  away  from  the  rpek,  q^nd  often 
was  so  steep  as  to  be  frightfully  awful,  and  so  difficult 
of  deseent  as  not  nnfreciuev^ly  to  give  infinite  pain ,  from 

0* 
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the  pressiire  of  tlie  shoe  against  the  toes ,  and  to  do  ^way 
with  my  wonder,  that  here,  the  women  who  work  in  the 
vineyards  always  go  barefooted.  The  heat  too  attracted 
by  the  black  slate  rock  on  our  side ,  was.  beyoud  any 
thing  oppressive ,  and  despoiled  me  in  a  short  time  of 
all  protection  to  my  unfortanate  proboscis ,  for  soon  that 
very  prominent  feature  in  the  hum^n  face .  was  deprived 
of  its  shield ,  the  skin.  Will  it  be  believed  that  here  at 
least  40  lachters^  or  280  feet  perpendicular  height  women 
and  children ,  carrying  dung  in  baskets  on  their'  heads  to 
manure  the  vines  growing  on  the  mountain's  sides  ,  were 
toiling ;  here  too  we  met  a  peasant  driving  two  »mall 
cows  attached  to  a  long  narrow  cart,  constructed  for  the 
purpose  ,  behind  which  with  one  hand  he  aided  to  propel 
it  forward ,  while  by  the  other  he  led  a  little  flaxen  pated 
fellow  of  about  four  or  five  years  old.  His  team  stopped 
of  their  own  accord ,.  and  as  had  they  been  instructed 
to  shew  the  passing  stranger  such  attention:  truly  it  was 
natural  in -born  civility  which  induced  the  act,  for  with- 
out climbing  up  the  «ide  of  the  rock  it  was  impossible 
to  pass  in  the  narrow  path ,  and  the  man's  body ,.  in  his 
propelling  position  was  too  much  on  a  curve  for  him  ta 
notice  our  approach,  and  command  the  halt.  I  made 
such  observation  to  the  peasant ,  and  remarked  on  the 
danger  and  fatigue  attending  his  work.  He  replied  that 
his  cattle  were  sure  footed,  and  as  used  to  it  as  the 
goat  of  the  mountain ;  and  as  to  the  fatigue  to  the  biped 
•—  he  did  not  exactly  use  that  word  —  patting  the  boy 
upon  the  head,  «  you  see  Sir,  said  he,  we  bring  them  up 
early  to  the  work ;  if  we  have  a  more  rugged  path  than 
many  to  climb  ,  shewing  the  sole  of  a  foot  horny  as  the 
hoof  of  a  quadruped ,  we  are  shod  accordingly »  —  apro- 
vidence  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb  ••  he  might 
have  said.  There  was  excellent  philosophy  in  the  man's 
remarks,  and  I  could  but  wish  the  lesson  had  been  read 
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td  tome  of  the  discontented  great  ones  of  this  cheqnered 
life. 

Very  mnch  fati^ed,  we  at  length  reached  Oherhof. 
"We  entered  a  pahlic  house,  a  true  specimen  of  such 
places  as  I  remember  them  twenty  five  years  hack ,  — 
twenty  Aye  years  back  —  Oh !  what  recollections  crowd 
upon  the  mind  in  a  review  of  the  occurrences  of  a  quarter 
of  a~~ century!  llow  little  do  we  generally  find  in  the 
retrospect ,  that  the  silcut  monitor  within  tells  us  merits 
our  approval;  and  how  officious  are  its  upbraidings  in 
the  long  array  of  errors ,  (to  speak  mildly  of  our  faults), 
which  it  presents  to  our  yiew :  let  the  man  who  in  his 
self  love  would  deny ,  or  stifle  the  whisperings  of  eoa« 
science ,  only  ask  himself  —  a  If  the  days  of  my  life 
could  be  renewed,  and  its  span  lenfi^hcned,  would  I  not 
morally  speaking ,  in  avoiding  many  of  the  faults  of  my 
youth  insure  to  myself  a  vigorous  manhood,  and  so  smooth 
the  road  to  old  age ,  as  to  render  the  descent  to  the 
grave,  a  path  sown  with  the  seed  of  content,  in  the  hope 
of  blossoming  in  a  better  world.  »  But  a  truce  to  such 
reflections ,  they  almost  drive  from  my  recollection  the 
many,  very  many  happ;j^  days  passed  in  my  boyhood  in 
this  country  ,  particularly  in  the  north  of  Germany :  days 
which  I  recollect  with  delight ,  and  which  have  created 
such  a  regard  for  the  natives  of  this  favoured  land  ,  that 
if  occasionally  I  seem  to  my  countrymen  to  speak  with 
too  great  a  degree  of  warmth  of  the  character  of  the  in* 
habitants  ,  they  will  not  ascribe  it  to  an  intention ,  too 
highly  to  colour  my  painting ,  but  from  ,  I  hope  a  par- 
donable overflowing  of  gratitude  towards  a  people  to  whom 
I  owe  so  many  of  the  earliest ,  and  generally  the  sweet- 
est recollections  of  life  • —  the  greenest  spot  on  the  me- 
mory.    But  to   return  to  our  inn. 

In  a  room,  the  floor  of  which  was  ihcrusted  with  filth, 
the  accumulation  of  yeaips ,    and  the  atmostphere  of  which 
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bad  not  been  purified  by  one  refreshin^f  breeze  sinee  the 
period  of  its  erection,  there  stood  a  bedstead  >vitb  cur- 
tains truly  in  masquerade ,  for  'twas  not  possible  to 
decypber  either  their  texture  or  colour,  and  TFhieb> 
nothings ,  except  the  bed  and  bedding  on  the  same  -could 
match  for  filth :  in  fact  so  disg^usted  ivas  I  vnih  all  around, 
that  had  not  a  Cerberus  of  a  landlord  literally  in  rags  , 
-with  a  greasy  blue  nightcap  drawn  over  bis  matted  locks ; 
a  nondescript  animal^  bis  wife  —  that  such  a  thing  could 
possibly  be  a  woman,  the  dearest  object  of  man's- hap- 
piness in  this  world ,  in-  joy  his  partner  and  in 
affliction  bis  hope ,  bis  stay ,  his  comfort  and  support , 
these  and  a  naked  sickly  squalling  urchin  bis  child,  — 
promised  me  characters  worthy  of  study,  or  as  before  I 
was  about  to  observe ,  I  should  have  been  tempted  to 
hasten,  from  this  abode  of  poverty ,  ignorance ,  and  their 
parent  indolence,  and  seek  under  the  blue  arch  of  heaven 
to  eat  my  crust ,  and  lave  my  thirst  at  the  pure  fount  of 
nature,  rather  than  partake  in  such  delicacies  as  this 
Elysium  of  filth  could  afford  me.  I  asked  for  bread , 
butter,  eggs  and  milk.  Butter  they  bad  none,  perhaps 
it  was  fortunate  they  bad  not,  if  we  might  judge  from 
the  quality  of  the  bread ,  (black  as  my  hat) ,  what  would 
have  been  the  appearance  of  that  delicacy.  Four  eggs 
they  brought  us,  firing  I  fancy  was  as  scarce  as  butter 
with  these  people ,  for  they  were  hardly  warmed  through, 
and  reader  will  you  credit  me  ,  when  I  assure  you  even 
on  my  sacred  word,  that  a  house  by  its  sign  professing 
to  be  an  inn ,  a  bouse  of  entertainment  for  man ,  (tho* 
better  suited  to  beast) ,  could  produce  but  one  pewter 
spoon  for  myself  and  son  to  eat  our  eggs  with,  and  that 
the  bowl  of  a  table  spoon ,  dissevered  from  the  handle 
supplied  the  place  of  a  salt  cellar,  which  contained  a  sub- 
stance so  like  lumps  of  alum  in  appearance,  as  to  satisfy 
my  appetite  without  a  taste  of  the  luxury.     With  the  aid 
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of  a  littlo  inilk  I  forced  do^n  a  littla  of  th«  black  chaff, 
and  swallowed  two  egpgs.  My  son  unnsed  to  German  ha- 
bits, dirt  and  diet,  (as  of  years  happily  gone  by),  coald 
not  stomach  the  delicacies  set  before  us,  and  to  avoid 
evil  consequences,  retired  before  the  dessert,  and  leaving 
the  house  waited  in  the  open  air  while  I  luxuriated  in 
the  repast.  Mine  host,  who  sat  with  his  legs  astride  his 
chair 3  leaning  his  arms  upon  its  back,  and  resting  his 
unshorn  chin  upon  his  hands,  save  when  he  raised  his 
head  to  expectorate  upon  the  floor,  eyed  ma  as  if  to 
read  how  much  I  could  afforil ,  or  he  extort  for  my  costly 
meal ,  and  certainly  I  was  not  far  out  in  my  calculation, 
for  his  charge  was  about  six  fold  exceeding  what  even 
such  delicacies  justified  this  man  of  figures  in  making: 
but  what  the  repast  failed  in  seasoning ,  was  amply  made 
up  in  the  pungency  of  his  discourse  ,  and  on  the  whole 
I  did  not  grudge  him  the  extra  charge ,  his  agreeable 
manners  considered.  To  a  remark  I  ventured  to  make 
to  this  strange  animal,  on  the  toil  attending  the  culti- 
yation  of  the  vine  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  of  my  pity 
for  the  poor  women  obliged  to  carry  the  dung  on  their 
heads  up  such  steep  ascents ,  he  burst  out  into ,  not  one 
of  the  most  refined  laughs  I  ever  heard  at  my  ignorance 
of  such  matters,  as  he  denominated  what  I  considered 
rather  to  proceed  from  good  feeling  than  stupidity,  and 
said  that  this  task  (as  I  considered  it)  was  rather  regarded 
as  a  period  of  rejoicing,  for  at  such  times  the  parties 
employed  received  better  pay  -than  for  usual  husbandry 
work,  and  lived  also  much  better,  the  proprietor  of  a 
vineyard  on  such  days  always  cooking  as  on  holy -days, 
or  at  a  wedding,  —  how  I  wished  I  had  happened  to 
arrive  on  such  an  occasion.  I  also  learnt  from  him  that 
at  two  places  directly  opposite  each  other  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  called  Kalksoffer,  the  one  Lutheran,  the 
Other  Catholic,    tho   inhabitants   have  some   small  piecea 
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of  land  seemitig^Iy  suspended  by  magpie  twixt  heaven  and 
earth,  and  hang^in^  on  the  sides  of  the  rock.  To  these 
almost  unapproachable  spots  the  inhabitants  climb  with 
manure  in  sacks  on  their  heads ,  and  by  the  same  means 
they  are  obliged  to  bring  down  their  corn.  In  order  to 
ease  their  labour  as  much  as  possible,  they  dry  and  lighten 
the  dung  by  spreading  it  in  the  Sun  on  the  earth  below : 
this  is  contrary  to  our  Suffolk  system  of  covering  it  up  as 
soon  as  possible  with  earth  on  a  hill  to  retain  its  mois- 
ture. Having  gleaned  all  I  could  from  the  profound  know- 
ledge of  mine  host,  I  left  his  filthy  den,  and  again  cros- 
sing the  Lahn  proceeded  over  lovely  meadow  grounds,  a 
delightful  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  rests  the 
superb  church ,  castle  and  monastic  ruins  of  the  once 
proud  Arnstein.  We  ascended  the  winding  road  of  this 
majestic  rock^  and  arriving  at  its  summit  entered  the  for- 
saken conrt  yard  of  the  monastery.  Part  of  this  ruined 
building  is  fitted  up  as  a  residence  for  the  officiating  priest 
the  Rev.  Mr.  D  —  who  performs  the  church  service  here. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  friendly  reception  of  this  gen- 
tleman, who  on  being  made  acquainted  with  our  wish  to 
see  the  church ,  most  politely  offered  himself  to  accom- 
pany us  over  the  building. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  convey  to  my  readers  even 
a  faint  idea  of  the  general  beauties  of  Arnstein.  At  the 
foot  of  the  [rock  on  which  this  monument  of  devotional 
zeal  rears  its  head,  the  serpent  winding  Lahn  flows  gently 
through  the  vale;  rich  meadows,  lovely  as  they  are  luxu- 
riant, enclose  on  the  opposite  side  the  ancient  castle  of 
Langenau ,  now  fitted  up  as  a  residence  for  a  Mr.  M  — • 
I  regretted  much  to  hear  that  I  should  only  subject  myself 
to  a  refusal  if  I  requested  permission  to  inspect  the  castle, 
for  the  proprietor  wits  far  from  disposed  to  satisfy  the 
curiosity  of  strangers :  how  unlike  the  many ,  very  many 
^liberal  men  it   has   been   my  good  fortune    to  meet  with 
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daring  my  journeyings  through  Germany.  On  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  church,  if  the  view  is  less  soft  and 
pastoral,  the  romantic  valley,  narrow  from  the  threatning 
mountains  by  which  it  is  formed,  and  which  gratifies  the 
eye  from  the  lofty  height  from  whence  it  is  surveyed, 
is  as  charming  as  the  fancy  of  a  poet,  or  the  pencil  of 
an  artist  ever  yet  portrayed.  This  lovely  valley  stretches 
itself  out  on  a  gentle  declivity,  till  narrowing  its  passage, 
it  at  length  decreases  so  materially  as  to  form  a  wood- 
land dell ,  and  seems  lost  in  the  majestic  forest  that  ter- 
minates its  coursel 

■ 

On  entering  the  magnificent  church,  beneath  whose 
venerable  walls  the  inhabitants  of  three  parishes  perform 
their  religious  devotion ,  a  feeling  of  reverential  awe  fills 
the  mind,  and  mingled  sensations  of  regret  for  its  muti- 
lated condition  ,  and  detestation  for  the  vandal  who  could 
despoil  it  of  its  beauties,  predominate  almost  over  the 
sentiments  with  which  the  heart  at  first  is  filled.  Here 
yon  behold  a  beautiful  mosaic  pavement  barbarously  in- 
jured to  supply  the  cupidity ,  or  satisfy  the  curiosity  of 
some  stupid  Goth.  Other  parts  of  the  common  pavement 
of  the  floor  patched  and  repaired  with  pieces  of  the 
same.  On  approaching  the  chancel  end  of  the  church 
you  are  forcibly  struck  by  the  most  detestable  plain  square 
modern  windows  in  the  side  walls  of  the  same,  that  ever 
Vandal  taste  could  have  devised  to  disfigure  a  Gothic 
building  with,  and  in  such  wretched  keeping  with  the 
architecture  of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  structure » 
as  really  fills  one  with  disgust.  This  our  intelligent 
guide  informed  us  originated  in  the  sale  of  the  chapels 
on  each  side  of  the  chancel,  and  which  gave  to  the 
building  the  form  of  a  cross  ,  having  been  sold  for  the 
value  of  the  materials ,  and  pulled  down ;  the  mag- 
nificent painted  windows  that  graced  those  beautiful  spe- 
cimens of  the  taste  of  former  ages »  having  been  removed 
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as  adorn  the  booths  at  St.  Bartholomews'  fair  than  the 
gallery  of  the  Louvre  ,  hut  said  to  be  correct  likeness' 
of  a  Count  and  Countess  Arnstein,  the  former  the  founder 
of  the  monastery  and  castle  of  Arnstein ,  and  the  latter 
of  a  similar  erection  at  no  great  distance  from  Arnstein. 
It  appears  this  noble  Count  vas  not  quite  so  good  a 
calculator  as  the  landlord  at  the  inn  Oberhof,  and  had 
sadly  outrun  the  constable,  (I  believe  other  aristocrats 
have  been  equally  out  at  the  elbows  in  building  far  less 
holy  edifices),  and  therefore  resolved  to  start  on  a  beg- 
ging expedition.  With  the  cowl  of  a  monk  he  adopted 
the  other  abstemious  habits  of  the  order ,  he  parted  from 
his  wife ,  and  traversed  Europe  o'er ,  collecting  alms  for 
the  completion  of  his  monastery ,  and  richly  to  endow 
the  holy  chnrch;  and  such  is-  the  force  of  example,  par- 
ticularly in  pure  and  holy  love  such  as  characterized 
the  pair,  that  the  lovely  Countess  bared  her  pretty  feet, 
and  as  a  nun  pursued  a  different  rout,  though  with  the 
same  intent.  A  pretty  nun,  if  all  men  thought  as  I  do, 
would  always  find  the  speculation  better  than  a  bearded 
monk 9  such  was  .the  case  too  with  this  titled  nun;  'tis 
true  the  count  obtained  enough  to  answer  all  his  wishes, 
he  really  did  endow  the  church,  but  the  fair  sister 
gleaned  sufficient  to  erect  at ,  I  forget  the  place ,  a  mo- 
nastery ,  and  endow  it  too  ,  surpassing  all  that  holy  zeal 
had  ever  dpne  before.  On  the  same  day ,  (as  was  agreed 
upon),  the  pair  returned,  and  'tis  said  the  countess  wished 
with  the  veil ,  adopted  only  for  a  time  ,'  to  lay  aside  its 
habits  too  —  but  no ,  the  rigid  saint  had  sworn  to  lead 
the  anchorite's  life ,  and  in  his  own  erected  monastery  to 
lead  the  pious  to  the  throne  of  grace  ,  and  to  the  fond 
entreaties  of  his  wife  replied,  «we  part  to  meet  no  more.n 
How  true  may  be  the  saw  I  know  not,  but  the  revilers 
at  such  holy  folks ,  (those  not  so  pure),  declare  the  lady 
thought  they  'd  earned  enough  to  live  at  easCj  and  should 
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Jet  oilier  fools  now  sackcloth  wear,  while  they  enjoyed 
the  fruits  of  other's  folly.  Nothing  conld  shake  the  count's 
resolve,  when  finding  all  entreaties  vain,  and  every  effort 
of  affection  fruitless  ,  the  sorrowing  lady  left  her  lord  to 
solitude  and  prayer,  instead  of  home  and  love,  and  sought 
her  rest  in  the  monastery  she  had  huilt  Years  rolled 
way  9  till  age,  which  with  its  wrinkles,  aches  and  pains 
too  brought,  induced  the  monk  to  wish  he  had  not 'parted 
with  his  wife,  man's  hest ,  his  firmest  friend;  and  out 
he  sallied  staff  in  hand  ,  once  more  to  woo  his  love  -^ 
no  longer  love  to  him.  'Tis  said  that  ahscncc  hut  aug- 
ments- the  flame  of  love  —  'tis  likely  —  hut  I  think  not 
often  at  three  score  years  and  ten,  or  when  the  staff  must 
aid  the  legs  to  carry  wrinkles,  aches  and  pains.  They  say 
the  nun  surveyed  the  shattered  frame ,  the  tottering  step, 
and  heard  the  faltering  voice  —  it  was  enough,  and  with 
a  pious  mien  such  as  the  devotee  some  twenty  years  he- 
fore  had  worn ,  she  said  a  ivc  part  to  meet  no  more ,  )> 
and  left  the  pious  fool  to  solitude  and  prayer.  So  should 
such  pious  madmen  e'er  he  served  who'd  e'er  prefer  the 
mother  church ,   to  daughter  fair. 

A  miserahle  painting  was  also  shewn  us ,  the  suhject 
of  which  was  the  attempt  of  the  devil  to  lead  from  the 
path  of  the  righteous  a  certain  St.  Antonio  Ahbas  the 
hermiL  So  various  are  the  ideas  entertained  of  his  Sa- 
tanic majesty  that  it  would  he  presumption  in  me  to  offer 
an  opinion  in  variance  with  those  who  seem  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  old  gentleman  ^  but  certainly  I  never 
heard  his  musical  taste  so  called  in  question  as  in  the 
present  instance,  where  he  is  represented  as  a  performer 
on  the  bag  pipes ,  with  the  dulcet  sounds  of  which  in- 
strument he  is  essaying  his  power  of  temptation,  over 
the  feelings  of  his  victim.  I  am  disposed  to  fancy  there 
must  be  some  slight  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  painter 
in  his  representation  of  the  person ,    or  that  the  tempter 
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The  town  Nuaesium  of  Ptolemy  9  has  been  thoaght  by 
some  to  be  tbe  Nassau  of  the  present  day.  Kremer  in 
his  genealogical  history  of  the  house  of  Nassau  makes 
it  appear  that  this  was  the  place  from  which  originally 
the  counts  of  Nassau  sprung.  Here  too  without  doubt 
stood  on  each  side  of  the  Lahn  a  royal  establishment  of 
the  Karoliners  or  Franks  9  which  the  Emperor  Conrad  L 
possessed  and  afterwards  presented ,  or  removed  to  Weil* 
burg.  It  is  recorded  that  a  colony  denominated  the  Nats 
(de  Nassaune)  establishe4  themselves  there,  and  were 
known-  from  12 it  to  1505  but  were  entirely  taken  off 
by  a  dreadful  sickness,  no  doubt  says  the  writer,  the 
plague. 

A  new  erection  says  the  same  writer  in  his  work 
of  1821  has  been  built  by  Mr.  t.  Stein,  which- is  a 
monument  of  his  taste  and  judgement ,  and  in  which  he 
has  collected  many  works  of  art  and  science ,  to  delight 
each  beholder.  1  regretted  very  much  from  the  limited 
nature  of  my  time  not  to  have  been  able  to  visit  this 
collection,  and  which  is  I  believe  open  to  the  inspectioll 
of  all.  In  it  I  should  most  likely  have  seen  the  beauti- 
ful painted  windows ,  which  as  the  divine  of  Arnstein 
informed  me  were  taken  from  the  church-,  to  adorn  the 
bouse  of  the  minister :  that  which  we  praise  in  a  noble  , 
or  a  minister,  as  evincing  their  taste  for  the  arts  and 
sciences,  we  call  in  the  plebeian 

The  situation  of  this  small  and  very  ancient  town  is 
peculiarly  beautiful.  The  Lahn,  querrulous  from  the 
interruptions  in  its  course  by  the  rocks  whieh  lie  con- 
cealed below  its  waters ,  and  which  at  times  obtmde  tbeir 
rugged  forms  above  its  surface ,  gives  to  the  character  of 
the  scenery  ,  a  charm  not  to  be  defined ,  while  the  lofty 
bills  on  one  side  clothed'  with  timber  to  their  summit , 
and   in    the    opposite    direction   with    luxuriant    grapes, 
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|rai*d«i8  o'ersliaded  with  tlie  finest  fmit  trees »  and  nie»» 
dows  decked  ivitli  tke  richest  verdure  render  the  spot 
one  of  the  most  romantic  ,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  ^ro« 
lifie  in  the  country. 

Leaying  Nassau  on  our  right  we  continued  our  rout  hy 
the  eourse  of  the  river ,  and  with  astonishment  surveyed 
the  lofty  woods  on  bur  left.  The  underwood  on  parts  of 
these  mountains  had  recently  heen  cleared,  and  created 
a  feeling  of  wonder  how  on  such  steep ,  and  rocky  places 
the  wood  could  possibly  grow,  how  the  labourer  could 
fell,  it,  and.  when  made  up  into  faggots  be  capable  of 
conveying  it  into  the  valley. 

Overtaking  a  most  talkative  cobler  of  Ems,  we ^ pro- 
fited by  his  extensive  knowledge  of  men  and  manners, 
having,  as  he  informed  us,  seen  viery  much  of  the  world ; 
his  travels  had  embraced  a  Ho  less  wide  extent  than 
fifty  miles  in  circumference,  having  for  one  whole  yeiar 
cobbled,  shoes  for  the  students  of  Gottlngen ,  lining  his 
own  head  at  the  same  tiifcie  that  he  repaired  their  uii« 
derstamdings.  From  this  college  educated  mechanie  I 
received  a  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  Rev*  Mr.  D-^ 
in  favour  of  the  good  cheer  and  reasonable  charges  of 
mine  host,  Sehiffer  Elbert  of  Dausnau ,  and  resolved  to 
roost  this  ni^t  under  his  sign,  arriving  before  which , 
(tho'  with  great  reluctance),  I  was  forced. to  break  ofP  a 
most. learned  and  interesting  discussion  on  the  superiority 
of  young ,  over  rough  old  bark  in  the  dressing  of  leather, 
.  and  to  defer  till  some  more  favourable  opportunity  the 
conclusion  of  this  profound  disqoisition ,  for  the  which 
interesting  object  he  favoured  me  with  his  address. 

This  small  old  town,  immediately  on  the  Lahn, 
is  still  in  part  surrounded  by  walls  and  towers,  one  in 
particular  struck  me ,  of  an  octagonal  form  in  which  'tis 
said  Eginhard.  and  Emma  were  confined,  when  brought 
from  Ingelheim.    I  conld  obtain  no  certain  information  in 

10 
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regard  to  the  erection  of  the  wall  and  fortifications  of  tbe 
|il4ee,  but  mine  host  declared  them  to  hare  been  built 
hf  the  Heathens  ,  alias  Romans ,  but  from  subsequent  'in- 
formation I  am  led  to  conclude  they  were  frontier  works 
of  defence  of  the  ancient  Germans  against  the  Romans. 
The  inn  is  exactly  facing  the  Lahn ,  the  situation  unex* 
ceptionable ,  and  the  accommodation  not  the  worst  in  the 
world.  In  the  room  was  an  individual  not  unlike  in  ap- 
pearance an  English  journeyman  carpenter,  (and  not  of  the 
most  respectable  kind  too) ,  taking  his  pint  of  Hock  and 
mineral  water:  this  with  sugar  is  a  luxurious  sparkling 
beverage ,  and  this  refreshment  for  about  nine  pence  — « 
Nassau  I  love  thee  well !  — 

Here  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Mentc  our  pass* 
ports  were  required  of  us,  the  girl  observing  they  were 
not  allowed  to  harbour  strangers  without  having  the  pass- 
port of  each  in  their  possession  while  resident  there.     It 

« 

has  been  too  much  tbe  fashion  with  many  of  my  countrymen 
to  censure  the  practice  ot  obliging  each  person  to  have  a 
passport  who  travels  on  the  continent.  'It  may ^  have  its 
inconvenience ,  but  I  must  confess ,  where  so  many  coun* 
tries,  and  appertaining  to  diflerent  potentates  adjoin  eaeh 
other y  I  regard  it  as  necessary,  as  a  protection  to  each, 
and  I  look  upon  it  as  granting  quite  as  many  advantages 
as  the  reverse.  The  well  disposed  can  have  no  objection 
to  carry  that ,  which  in  case  of  need '  insures  him  the 
protection  of  eaeh  government,  should  he  require  it 
against  injustice  ;  and  which  giving  the  authorities  of  a  town  • 
a  knowledge  of  the  parties  residing  for  any  time  within 
their  walls,  affords  them  an  opportunity  of  proteetusg 
the  inhabitants  against  the  ill  disposed,  by  warning 
them  against  the  suspected ,  or  of  ejecting  such  from  the 
town. 

We  had   a   very  decent  supper  of  soup ,    boiled  beef, 
,    salad,    wine,    mineral   water,    and   had    ve   been^ 
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hangry  in  tlie  nigfht «  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  oar 
appetites  on  32  large  lilack  loaves ,  heaped  on  our  not 
oyer  clean  bed  room  floor ,  including  a  hot  bath ,  under 
a  mountainous  feather  bed ,  and  all  for  one  florin  and 
twelve  kreutzers  or  2/1.  After  shaving  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life  without  a  looking  glass;  we  started,  the  18th 
May ,  and  breakfasted  by  a  delightful  spring  of  mountain 
water  off  cold  meat  and  the  pure   stream. 

Arrived  at  Ems  we  examined  this  most  celebrated, 
place ,  but  far  more  fascinated  by  the  less  Arequented 
haunts  of  roan ,  the  object  of  interest  most  eongenial 
with  my  feelings  here,  were  the  Roman  antiquities  re- 
maining in  its  neighbourhood ,  and  the  historical  facts 
connected  with  its  possession  by  that  warlike  people ; 
but  as  all  may  not  share  in  this  feeling ,  and  may  be 
desirous  of  hearing  something  of  this  place,  I  shall  relate 
every  thing  appertaining  to  it ,  as  far  as  personal  obser- 
vation went,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  collecting  in-^ 
formation  respecting  it.  This  place,  Baden  in  Suabia , 
Baden  near  Vienna  ,  the  celebrated  Wiesbaden  and  Aix 
la  Ghapelle  were  certainly  the  mineral  springs,  with  which 
in  Germany  the  natives  were  first  made  acquainted.  The 
Romans  were  long  in  possession  of  the  country  and  to 
them  already  were  known  the  baths  of  Ems.  One  of 
their  physicians  named  this  celebrated  place  Embasis, 
signifying  bathing  tub.  It  is  said  the  wife  of  Germanieus 
shall  have  here  first  bless'd  her  lord  with  a  son  and  heir, 
after  a  marriage  of  very  many  years ,  attributed  to  the 
effect  of  the  well ,  still  called  the  Bubenquell ,  or  boy's 
spring.  In  the  extracts  I  shall  make  on  the  nature  of 
this  mineral ,  and  on  its  effects ,  from  a  celebrated  wbrk 
of  Dr.  J.  F.  Sohernheim  ,  printed  this  year  ^  I  hope  the 
over  nice  will  not  be  shocked  at  my  observations ,  my 
object  being  by  the  correctness  of  my  information  to  render 
my  work  fts  useful  to  the  afifiefed!  as  possible  ,    and  if  ne« 

10* 
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The  historical  notices  connected  with  Ems  are  peeii^ 
llarlj  interesting',  and  I  only  regret  the  limits  of  the 
present  work  admit  only  of  a  hrief  account  of  this  ,  as 
well  as  nnmerous  places  along  the  whole  line  of  the 
Taunus;  hut  as  in  my  account  of  Mentz  the  suhject  will 
he  more  particularly  treated  of,  I  shall  here  only  make 
a  few  remarks ,  and  then  proceed  on  my  journey.  That 
'a  Roman  Vicus  stood  here  is  a  matter  admitting  of  no 
doulit ,  as  proved  by  the  frequent  finding  of  Urns ,  Ves- 
sels, Lamps,  Medals,  coins  etc.  particularly  in  1813 
when  in  working  between  the  Tillage,  and  tl^e  bath  of 
Ems  a  considerable  number  of  such  antiquities  were  foufid. 

'When  Tiberius  commenced  his  palisado'd  ditch  as-  a 
defence  against  the  warlike  Ratten  and  the  ^rave  .Sigam- 
brieiis ,  Ems  was  enclosed  within  the  lines  of  defence  ^ 
and  of  which  fortification  .the  fpundation  walls  of  a  tower, 
still  standing  in  the  middle  ages  are  still  extant ,  near 
to  the ,  so  called ,  Orange  ^bath.  Here  were  also  found 
many  coins  of  Tiberius.  In  trying  tbe  history  of  Ems 
we  find  it  very  often  changing  its  masters.  Passing  over 
the  period  qf  its  possession  by  the  Romans ,  and;  to  the 
year  iA75  we  find  it  as  appertaining  to  the  Counts  of 
Arnstein,  whose  family  dying  out  in  1185  it  devolyed 
to  the  Counts  .  of  Nassau ,  Laurenburg  and  Ratzenellen- 
bogen.  The  baths  were  first  particularly  noticed  in  a 
writing  dated  155^,  and  in  1405  bath  Ems  and  village, 
were  sold  for  5,000  guldens.  From  1855  to  1505  this 
place  was  greatly  resorted  to.  In  the  Hessian  agreement 
respecting  partition  of  states ,  the  part  of  Ems  apper- 
taining to  Ratzenellenbogen  fell  to  Darmstadt,  together 
with  Rraubach.  From  1570  to  1585  the  Landgraf  Wil- 
liam IV.  enlarged  the  baths.  Laqdgraf  Lewis  added  ma- 
terially also  to  the  same  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 
The  Nassau  Orange  bathing  establishment,  containing 
42  baths  9  was  erected  in   1720.    In  the  same  are  the 
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Xesfel  mmA  KrAnehen*€fnnf^^  costaining  as  kefore  oIh 
serred  from  25*  to  40  degrees  of  heat  Reavnur*  *  This 
place  and  the  eooDtry  beloiiging  to  it,  has  now  become 
the  exclasiTe  property ,  and  forms  part  of  the  heantafnl 
and  highly  faTonred  Dakedom  of  Nassan;  the  Eden  of 
Crerdiany. 

To  the  historian,  the  naturalist,  the  botanist,  and 
the  antiquary ,  the  vicinity  of  Ems  has  peculiar  charms* 
The  cavern  of  Hauselsmann  has  been  found  rich  in  curious 
stones.  The  country  affords  to  the  mineralogist  a  source 
of  enjoyment  in  the  hidden  treasures  of  the  earth ,  and 
which  will  be  found  to  reward  his  labours  in  his :  search 
to  obtain  them.  The  country  of  the  Lahn  abounds  in 
Iron,  Lead  and  some  Silver,  and  several  very  valuable 
quarries  of  beautiful  marble.  The  mines  of  Nieborn , 
Lauenburg  and  Holzapfel-  afford  copper ,  lead  and  silver. 
Every  step  the  traveller  takes  in  this  country  fills  him 
with  admiration ,  and  awakens  interest.  Old  Roman  re- 
mains ,  the  ditch  and  fortifications  are  on  .many  spots 
plainly  to  be  traced ,  particularly  near  the  old  village  of 
Kubmann.-  Spesz  was  doubless  a  position  of  the  Romans 
and  from  hence  no  doubt  continued  over  the  forest  heights 
of  Oherlahnstein,  and  taking  a  circuitous  direction  behind 
Scheuern  by  Nassau,  passed  Becheln  to  Marienfels ,  Helz- 
hansen  and  Kernel,  and  so  on  to  the  Taunus,  but  not 
as  some  have  thought  to  Oherlahnstein  and  Braubach. 

I  recommend  the  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  to 
visit  Marienfels  which  lies  in  a  lovely  valley,  and  the 
church  of  which  village  has  a  peculiar  interest  from  its 
being  the  same  building  in  which,  the  Mattiachen  per- 
formed their  heathen  worship,  and  afterwards  was  con- 
verted into  a  christian  church.  A  walk  from  the  village 
of  Ems,  (once  an  important  place,  but  which  from  fires  has 
frequently  suffered  greatly),  by  the  Pfingsten  meadow  to 
liindtfbachy   and  the  Sporehenberg  is  most  agreeable.    I 


156  THE  TAUNUS. 

bammers,  one  of  considerable  extent,  and  delig^bted  by 
tbe  view  of  the  picturesque  situation  of  the  small  bamlet 
of  M iiller ,  also  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ,  and  by 
the  passage  'of  numerous  boats  drawn  by  horses  ,  wading 
along  the  stream,  we  continued  our  way  towards  Lahnstein. 

By  the  way  -  side ,  a  man  was  toiling  to  obtain  from 
the  rock^  materials  for  the  repair  of  the  road,  now  mahiug, 
and  who  fancying  probably,  if  he  afforded  us  the  means 
c^  satisfying  our  thirst  with  a  delightful  draught  of  pure 
mineral  water,  we  could  not  do  otherwise  than  return 
the  compliment,  by  giving  him  the  means  of  allaying  his 
with  a  cup  of  wine ,  (far  more  suitable  to  his  avocation 
than  the  water  of  a  mineral  spring),  informed  ns  that  if 
we  descended  to  a  spot ,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  Lahn  , 
and  to  which  he  pointed,  we  should  find  a  delightful 
spring,  issuing  from  beneath  -a  piece  of  rock ;  we  rewarded 
Ki^d.for  his  attention j  and  profiting  by  his  infoniaatioli 9 
drank  most  copiously  of  1^'  reviving  fount.  Numerous 
efforts  have  beien  made,  b^t  in  vain,  to  find  higher  np 
tht  mountain  the  soiirce  of  this  spring ,  the  increase  of 
the  wiiteri  of  the  rive;r  ,  only  one  foot  bigher  than  at  the 
present  moment ,  ( low  on  account  of  the  long  continued 
dry  weather  ) ,  flowing  directly  over  the  spot ,  and  at  such 
tunes  depriving  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the  most 
beneficial  gifts  of  providence,  one  of  the  purest  refresh- 
pnents  nature  offers. 

From  every  hill ,  in  every  dale  of  the  Taunus  flows 
the  health  creating  spring;  and  not  yet  discovered  virtues 
dwell  in  the. hundred  streams  that  trickle  at  the  traveller's 
feet.  •  The  Lahn  abounds  in  mineral  founts;  while  near  to 
the  Rhine  the  sparkling  spring  jets  forth. 

Nassau,  the  lovely, ^ich  and  pure,  —  lovely  in  all 
that  nature  in  her  fairest  garb  e'er*  offered  to  the  view  of 
of  man ,  her  surfi^cc  luxuriant  in  wine »  corn ,  fruit  and 
timbered  biljs,   and  in  the  boir^s  of  the  earth  boif  rieb 
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in  Lealing  foQnts',  in  marble  quarries,  and  in  her  preeiooa 
ored :  where  is  the  clime  so  hless'd  %«  this  in  tempered 
heat,  in  cooling  breeze:  for  lovely  streams  and  healingp 
baths  thou  art  indeed  «  an  other  Eden,  demi  paradise!* 

After  a  walk  of  three  hours  throng^h  a  Talley  whose 
charms  the  poet  should  sing,  and  the  artist  should  painty 
we  reaehed  the  fine  ruins  of  Lahneck ,  formerly  the  key 
of  the  river ,  so  completely  does  it  command  the  ap- 
proach to  it  from  the  Rhine,  in  which  it  mingles  its 
waters ,  as  to  be  justly  so  denominated.  Isolated  and 
nioumful  ,>  the  tower  of  Lahneck  rears  its  head  amid  the 
decaying  walls  which  once  surrounde^  it;  but  aa  in  tit€ 
course  of  our  tour  these  relics  of  feudal  grandeur  or  nests 
of  robber  chiefs  have  been  so  frequently  described,  that 
to  delineate  each  ruined  pile ,  is  but  the  repetition  of  a 
« tale  twice  told ,  »  so  nearly  similar  must  be  the  descrip« 
iion,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  few  brief  observations » 
and  then  proceed  with  my  journey. 

It  seems  Lahneck  was  built  by  a  bishop  of  HeniE, 
one  of  the  church  militant,  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  not  as  has  been  erroneously  stated  by  the  knights 
Templar.  A  knight  of  Jiangenau,  was  it  seems  constable, 
there  in  1578 ,  but  it  was  afterwards  alone  tenanted  by 
vassals.  During  the  unquiet  times  of  the  middle  ages  it 
shared  the  hard  fate  of  Oberlahnstein ,  and  when  proud 
Stolzenfels  sunk  beneath  the  power  of  France ,  its  less 
formidable  neighbour  bowed  his  sorrowing  head. 

Lahoeck  commanding  views  of  the  Rhine  towards  Mentz 
and  Goblence,  with  its '  mountain^ ,  vineyards ,  forests, 
villages  and  ruins ;  and  of  ihe  lovely  windiog  Lahn ,  its 
meadows ,  groves ,  its  charming  hills  ,  and  sylvan  dales  , 
is  'perhaps    one  of  the   sweetest   spots  that  nature   ever 

t 

formed,  or  man  selected  for  his  home. 

In  the  Httle  town  of  Nie4erlahnstein  (except  the  old 
chuxfJi  of  SI.  John) ,   wb^oli  I  bud  not  ani^f pportjinity .  of 
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Not  far  from  lience  a  liaiidsoiiie  stoiM  foantam  bfts 
been  erected^  oyer  a  fine  mineral  sprin[f , .  the  Trater  of 
whicli  >Vas  peculiarly  refresbing,  and  of  Trhicli  havinj^ 
copiously  partaken y  we  continued  our  way,  passing  the 
amall  chapel,  where  the  Emperor  Wenzel  was  deposed 
by  the  Electors  for  .his  indolence ,  as  is  recorded  ,  but 
by  some  maintained  for  his  tolerant  spirit,  too  enlightened 
to  $uit  the  age,  particularly  the  clergy  of  those  times* 

At  three  o'clock  arrived,  at  Braubach ,  we  put  up  at 
Ihe.  Swan  inn  kept  by  <a  widow  named  Argens.  Here 
4irqetly^I  took  out  my  writing  materials^  and  wrote  lor 
|L  couple,  of  hours,  and  after  adorning  my  peirson 9  as 
well  fis  the  ^onti^nts  of  my  kn^ipsack  afforded  the  means 
of  doing  ^  we  proceeded  to  :  the  rectory ,  to  pay  our  re- 
spects to  the  Rev.  Mx*  B — ,  to  whom  mj  friend  Mr* 
Habel  had  giv^n  m^  a  letter  of  introdnetioni  Ney-et.  shall 
I  forget  the  kindnes^s  of  his  manner «  the  warmth  of  his 
reception,'  or  the.poUte  and  agreeable  manners  of  his 
exeejlent  lady,  and  amiable  daughters.  There  was  that 
in  it,  which  carried  me  back  to  the  days  of  lay  youth, 
and  reminded  me  pf  some  of  the  happiest  hours  of  my 
cbeic[uered  life«  I  here  bad  an  opportunity  bf  contemjJat* 
ing  a  minister  of  the  gospel ,  as  excellent ,  (according  to 
my  notions  of  perfection)^  in  his  holy  office,  as  perfection 
to  a  human,  being  a ttaeheSt  My  idea  of  such  a  character, 
ia  that  of  one,  who,  enacts  the  different  duties  of  hus- 
band, father,  and  master  with  tenderness  and  affection » 
and  jpaidst  ijhq  flock,  committed  t^^  bis  charge,  reali«09 
'Ibe :  beautiful  conception  we  have  of  the- careful  shepherd, 
^aticrhful ,  and  solicitous ,  over  thote  .within  his  fold. . 
.•:  That  in.  my  native  land  many  of  the  clergy  are  1904! 
exemplary  men,  ^nd  as  deserving  of  respect  as  this  most 
excellent  divine,  I  douht  not,  but  it  is  t^  b^. deplored 
that  the.  general  deportment  of  the  mjinisjters  of  the  ehiirch 
of  England,  is  too  much  calculated  to  alineato  th^  affeatioiM 
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of  tlie  people  from  tliem^  by  their  proud  and  overbearing 
manners  ,     and    their   ri jid   exaction    of  their  rights ,    and 
thus ,    it    is   by   no    means    a  subject  of  wonder ,    that   so 
loudly ,    and   so   justly    the    public    clamour  for  reform  in 
the  church ;  and  I  believe  as  regards  private  feeling,  few 
circumstances  would  afford  a  more  universal  and  exquisite 
delight ,    than   the  passing  of  some  measure  which  should 
totally    abolish    tithe ,    deprive    the   clergyman    of  his  ap- 
pointment   of  magistrate  ,    (wholly  incompatible  with  his 
sacred  duty  as  a  minister  of  peace),  together  with  the  long 
list  of  offices,  as  commissioner  of  taxes,  enclosures,  roads  etc. 
which  at  the  same  time,  that  they  interfere  with  his  holy 
functions ,    render    him    an    object  of  suspicion    to   every 
Individual,    who,    may  call  in  question  the  purity  of  his 
decision  as  a    magistrate ,   particularly  when  that  decision 
may  be  in  favour  of  some  Tory   friend,    or  man  in  power. 
In   those    parts    of  Germany ,     formerly    included   in   the 
French    empire ,     and   where    still   the   Code  Napoleon  is 
continued ,    and   consequently  tithe ,    to   the   happiness  of 
the  people  ,    totally  is  abolished ,  there  exists  universally 
so  kind  a  feeling  between  the  pastor  and  his  flock,  that  it 
is  delightful  to  contemplate  it ;  -  and  in  the  other  districts, 
where    the   government   appropriates    to    itself  the    tithe, 
(oppressive  as  even  this  measure  seenn) ,  it  is  nevertheless 
a  relief  to  the  community,    as  compared  with  the   system 
in  England  ,  and  a  blessing  beyond  measure  as  contracted 
with  that  adopted  towards   poor  Ireland.     Without  enter- 
ing deeply  into  this  subject,    which  indeed  seems  foreign 
to   the   object   I   have   in   view ,    yet   the    mention    of  the 
system    is   so    intimately    connected   with    the    wrongs    of 
that  afflicted    country  ,    that  I  feel   called  upon  to  record 
my  humble  opinion ,    against  the  authors  of  her  degrada- 
tion.    But    even  drawing  a    veil   over  the    deep    injustice 
exercised  against  Ireland  for  ages  past,  and  still  continued, 
80   long   as  the  infamous   tithe -laws   exist;     I  maintain. 

It 
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BOt  only  in  a  Christian ,  but  in  a  moral  point  of  view, 
mfohM  tbe  abolition  of  tithe  in  that  country  9  heal  her 
leprous  wounds ,  but  would  also  in  Eng^land  be  of  in- 
calculable  benefit  to  the  people,  restore  many  wanderers 
back  to  the  bosom  of  the  church,  appease  the  animosities, 
and  banish  the  heart  burnin(>*s ,  which  the  operation  of 
such  a  detested  system  eng^enders  between  the  shepherd 
and  his  flock ;  but  would  also  tend ,  as  much  to  restore 
the' clergy,  spiritually,  as  well  as  corporeally  to  a  sound 
and  Tigorons  state  of  health,  and  heal  the  many  evils 
produced  by  plethora.  —  Of  course  I  allude  to  the  clergy 
fattening  on  the  tithe  of  plurality ,  not  the  poor  curate 
who  with  his  forty  or  fifty  pounds  a  year ,  is  not  likely 
to  die  from  repletion ,  but  would  also  be  the  means  of 
equalising  the  profits,  and  the  labours  of  the  divine. 

Had  I  not  felt  the  misery  of  this  hated  system,  I 
should  perhaps  not  speak  so  feelingly  on  the  subject.  I 
have  known  one  to  whom  I  was  for  several  years  a  tithe 
payer,,  who  was  indeed  a  bright  example  to  his  brethren, 
a  true  disciple  of  his  master,  and  the  universal  friend  of 
the  afilicted.  In  another  instance ,  I  had  the  inexpres- 
sible delight  of  paying  yearly  a  heavy  tithe  composition, 
to  the  agent  of  a  divine ,  for  the  period  of  fourteen  years, 
whose  face  I  had  never  had  the  happiness  of  beholding , 
(having  never  visited  his  parishioners  in  the  whole  period), 
and  who  leaving  the  care  of  the  souls  of  his  flock,  to 
the  superintendance  of  a  poor  drudge  of  a  curate,  satisfied 
bis  easy  conscience  by  sacking  their  money,  regardless 
of  their  spiritual  wants,  and  expending  in  a  distant  part 
of  the  country,  (no  doubt  in  acts  of  charity),  his  hard 
earned  pittance.     Is  such ,  a  solitary  case  ? 

But  to  return  to  aur  kind  host,  after  partaking  oT 
wine  and  cake  with  his  family ,  and  declining  his  hos- 
pitable invitation  to  supper ,  ( though  unable  to  deny 
myself   the .  pleasure    of    dining  with   him    the   following 
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day),  lie  accompanied  U8  to  the  castle  ofHaxburg,  wliieh 
lii^h  on  its  rocky  scat,  rears  its  proud  head  o'er  its 
peaceful  nei[[h1)our  of  the  vale,  the  lovely  Brauhach. 
Here  on  our  arrival  at  the  outworks,  a  door,  g^rating^  on 
its  husty  hinges,  was  opened  hy  a  very  old  soldier, 
who  with  a  voice  that  harmonized  with  the  music  of* the 
hing;es  of  the  door ,  at  which  he  stood  gpuard ,  demanded 
our  husiness.  Reader  have  you  ever  seen  the  engraving 
of  the  Gate  at  Calais ,  a  copy  of  which  is  affixed  to  the 
song  of  t(Oh!  the  roast  heef  of  old  England,*  if  you 
have  you  will  recollect  the  figure  of  the  half  starved 
grenadier ,  and  the  expression  of  his  countenance ,  on 
surveying  the  famed  Sir  John  Surloin.  Such  was  the 
veteran  of  hones  who  challenged  us  on  our  arrival,  he 
was  the  facsimile  of  -Meadows  in  the  farce  of  the  Invin- 
cibles.  To  a  friendly  enquiry  of  the  good  divine  re- 
specting his  health,  he  entered  into  a  list  of  diverse 
ailments ,  and  among  the  rest  of  an  astmahtic  complaint 
that  had,  (as  we  perceived),  much  affected  his  vocal 
powers.  Briefly  he  told  his  history.  He  was  sixty  eight 
years  old  he  assured  us  last  Lammas ,  and  had  exhausted 
his  strength  in  the  cause  of  his  country ,  had  sought 
renown  at  tlie  cannon's  mouth ,  and  was  —  a  full  private 
covered  with ,  —  laurels  and  enriched  with  the  munificent 
pay  of  seven  kreuzers  p.  day.  Though  not  disposed  to 
rob  the  man  of  war ,  either  of  his  reputation ,  or  to  sup- 
plant him  in  his  post  of  honour,  one  part  of  his  duty^ 
(his  asthma  considered),  I  relieved  him  of,  for  I  exerted 
my  voice  to  make  •  his  companion  in  arms  above  hear. 
A  rough  voice ,  issuing  from  as  uncouth  a  mustachioed 
mouth ,  answered  through  a  port  hole  of  the  castle ,  that 
lie  would  he  down  in  a  minute ;  the  minutes  of  the  rheu- 
matic  are  doubtless  longer  than  those  of  the  sound  ,  and 
impatient ,  and  the  stiff  old  veteran's  minutes  were  pro- 
tracted ,    either   by  the  frigidity  of  his  limbs ,    or  by  his 
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whom  I  happened  to  see  enter  Lcipsic  after  the  battle  of 
Jena ,  and  subsequently  the  capital  of  Prussia ,  were  I 
imagine  a  rather  differend  race  of  men. 

From  the  lofty  tower  of  the  castle  we  had  a  most 
magnifient  view  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  surrounding  country. 
A  less  cheering  prospect  was  that  of  the  instrument  of 
torture  shewn  us,  and  ivhich  has  been  here  preserved  in 
a  most  perfect  state.  This  machine  in  form  much  re* 
sembles  the  stocks ,  which  grace  the  entrance  to  many  of 
our  villages^  Into  this  vile  chair  o£  state ,  the  victim  was 
so  placed,  that  he  could  not  by  any  means  free  himself, 
and  to  his  thumbs,  or  his  wrists  a  line  was  attached, 
which  passing  through  a  pulley  above  his  head ,  enabled 
his  savage  tormentors  to  inflict  such  a  measure  of  suffering, 
as  induced  the  poor  wretch  to  disclose  the  place  where 
his  wealth  was  secreted ,  ( had  he  been  captured  by  the 
robber  lord  of  the  castle  on  account  of  his  riches , )  or  as 
a  punishment  for  his  in*6olence  ,  had  he  dared  to  oppose 
the  tyrannic  will  of  his  lord.  A  corn  mill  was  also  used 
as  a  means  of  wholesome  employment ,  a  sort  of  daily 
exercise  for  the  prisoners,  which  could  be  worked  by 
two  or  four,  and  by  the  application  of  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  castle  in  times  of  siege  were  supplied  with 
flour. 

On  the  old  soldier's  first  coming  to  the  castle  ^  he 
told  mc,  that  to  oblige  the  son  of  the  governor ,  he  des- 
cended with  him  jnto  the  keep  of  the  tower ,  into  whfeh 
(at  a  respectful  distance)  I  ventured  to  look,  quite  ^s  ttuxch 
from  the  horrid  account  he  gave  of  his  visit ,  as  from  th« 
dismal  appearance  of  it.  Such  was  bis  recital  of  his  visit. 
On  arrival  at  the  bottom  of  thjs  noisome  den ,  tli«  grouni 
of  whieh  was  covered  with  rotten  straw,  and  decayed 
substances ,  which  emitted  a  pestilential  smell ,  the  soldier 
struck  his  foot  against  some  thing,  which  on  raising 
he  found  to  be  an  iron  collar  for  the  ncck^  with  bracelets 
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and  chains  of  the  same  material.  Proceeding  with  Ui« 
lantern  they  soon  found  in  a  deep  recess  of  the  wall,  in 
which  was  a  small  gyrated  window  made  to  admit  air,  but 
not  the  light  of  heaven ,  (an  outward  wall  being  so  bnilt 
as  to  exclude  eyerj  ray  of  the  sun) ,  the  skeleton  of  a 
miserable  prisoner  —  not  a  yestige ,  save  the  bones  of 
the  unfortumate  was  left  —  not  a  remnant  of  cloths  re* 
mained.  The  skull  of  this  victim  of  oppression  was  pressed 
close  against  the  apperture  of  his  dungeon  and  from  the 
position  of  the  arm  bones  which  evidently  had  been 
entwined  round  the  bars  of  the  window ,  there  existed 
no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  veteran,  that  the  poor 
creature ,  in  a  last  vain  effort  to  make  himself  heard 
while  imploring  mercy,  and  craving  food,  had  perished 
of  hunger  on  the  spot;  death  thus  becoming  the  portal 
to  his  freedom. 

Having  surveyed  the  works,  and  satisfied  our  brave 
conductor ,  we  were  now  introduced  to  the  governor  and 
his  Aid  de  €amp ,  the  Captain  who  had  married  his 
daughter.  The  former  who  w'as  fast  approaching  second 
childhood ,  had  through  life  been  a  kind  good  hearted 
man,  and  whose  only  fault  in  his  official  capacity  had 
been,  that  when  prisoners  were  committed  to  his  charge, 
he  had  allowed  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  so  to  o'erAow, 
as  too  much  to  smooth  the  prisoners  woes ,  and  blunt 
the  edge  of  captivity.  After  pointing  to  portraits  of  Ma- 
ria Theresa ,  Joseph  II. ,  General  Banner ,  and  such  cu- 
riosities as  he  eeaceived  would  interest  us  in  his  com- 
fortably furnished  room,  he  drew  my  attention  particularly, 
as  to  an  object  of  peculiar  interest,  to  a  fine  stuffed  cat  as 
a  valuable  relic ,  informinj^  me  with  inexpressible  delight, 
thai  he  had  several  live  samples  of  the  feline  race »  (  if 
my  memory  correctly  serves  me,)  five ;  the  best  conducied 
of  which  throughout  eaeh  day ,  he  said ,..  was  allowed  as 
a  reward  always  at  might  to  share  its  matter's  bed.    An 
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observation,  that  I  nore  admired  the  saperb  view  tnm 
kiH  uiiiilntv,  than  all  the  enriosities  liis  ricMy  atored 
roniiiK  roiitaiiietl ,  (except  indeed  a  fair  damael ,  busily 
ovcii|)if«l  iTilh  some  female  work  in  one  of  the  window 
riTrsKPs  in  the  room) ,  I  fancied  pleased  him  less  than 
a«l  intra  I  ion  of  his  foline  Irilie  would  hare  done.  —  Poor 
olfl  {vriitlnnan!  in  contemplalinj  his  state,  I  could  bat 
pray  that  my  o^^n  days  mii^ht  be  numbered,  ere  mj 
nflVc'lion.s  could  be  so  misplaced  as  to  be  capable  of  such 
a   prrforciice. 

The  second  in  command,  the  captain,  was  I  before 
observed  a  fine  sun  burnt,  hale,  soldier  like  lookiuf 
C««*r»ian.  Lavatcr  ivould  have  pronounced  him,  what  ke 
roallv  is,  a  brave,  and  honest  fellow.  He  had  seen 
much  service,  distino^uishcd  himself  nobly  under  IVapoleon, 
al  Mnilrid  had  received  the  order  of  the  legion  of  honour, 
foujrhl  on  the  plains  of  Waterloo,  and  the  enemy  had 
uc\cr  been  able  to  discover  the  proportions  of  his  back, 
i^heiher  short  or  long,  strait  or  the  reverse  —  they  had 
never  seen  il.  Here  this  brave  soldier  has  been  placed 
as  a  check  on  the  humanity  of  his  superior  in  command, 
to  limit  the  too  great  indulgence  of  the  governor  to  the 
prisoners  ,  (fortunately  there  arc  not  any  at  present  to 
put  his  philanthrophy  to  the  test  in  the  fortress),  but  as 
hunianily  is  very  near  akin  to  bravery,  it  is  shrewdly 
ll[rcRNcil  ,  he'll  prove  a  sorry  chock  upon  the  former;  nay 
*t)pi  e^«*u  lhou(|hl,  thai  in  marrying  the  daughter  of  the 
l|0\cniot'.  he  haa  imbibed  a  portion,  of  her  father's 
4|ii'iiAiir.«x  I  happy  the  man  who  owns  such  a  feeling,  as 
tho  iiititnio  of  hln  brcnsl  !  happy  the  woman,  who  by  her 
liMitlcc  iiinuence  o'er  the  hearty  has  power  to  create  such! 
The  old  alnry  of  the  tallow  chandler  who  had  retired 
III  tho  ilcli()htM  of  a  eouulry  villa  at  Bethnal  green,  but 
ill  \ihiiiii  the  eharuia  of  the  melting  house  superseded  those 
%\t  a  rural  lile  .    is   esLeuiplilied  in  the  habits  of  the  brave 
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Captain.  Use  is  second  nature.  To  be  ready  for  his 
arduous  miHtary  duties ,  which  commence  with  the  son^ 
of  the  lark ,  ihe  Aid  dc  Camp  retires  at  7  or  8  o'clock  to 
rest.  At  five  in  the  morning  a  written  account  is  delivered 
to  him  hy  Corporal  Trim ,  of  whatever  has  occurred  in 
the  fortress  during  the  night ;  at  6  the  whole  garrison , 
rank  and  file ,  are  under  arms »  and  mustered  Ly  the 
commander ;  are  duly  exercised ;  go  regularly  through  all 
the  evolutions  and  manoeuvres  of  the  ancients ,  and  mo- 
derns, (the  former  seemed  most  natural  to  them),  and 
after  an  hour's  marching  and  countermarching,  the  veteran 
falls  to ,  —  alias ,  executes  with  military  precision ,  the 
attack  on  his  mornings  repast,  amid  the  fire  and  smoke 
of  his  meerschaum. 

Their  military  duties  performed,  the  veterans  are 
throughout  the  day  employed  in  making  cartridges  for 
the  army  of  Nassau ,  w  hieh,  if  not  expending  so  much  as 
the  grande  armee  under  Napoleon ,  were  never  known 
sparing  in  powder  when  called  into  active  service.  There 
is  here  a  powder  magazine  in  which  generally  sixty  hun- 
dred weig^t  of  powder  is  deposited. 

On  leaving  my  Uncle  Tohy  ,  his  hrave  deputy ,  Cor- 
poral Trim 9  and  the  veterans  of  the  Maxlmrg.we  returned 
to  our  inn  to  supper.  On  entering  the  coffee  room  a  pretty 
young  woman  was  amusing  herself  with  playing  the  Piano, 
who  rising,  as  if  to  retire  on  our  entrance,  I  requested  her 
for  our  gratification  to  retain  her  seat  and  occupation.  No- 
thing loath  the  fair  one  continued,  and  we  had  the  advantage 
of  table  music,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  our  repast, 
moreover ,  the  pleasure  of  the  lady's  society.  There  was 
a  vivacity  in  the  manner ,  and  the  conversation  of  the 
young  widow,  (such  I  afterwards  heard  she  was),  which 
greatly  amused  me ;  and  being  as  much  disposed  to  com- 
municate ,  as  to  receive  information ,  I  soon  made  her 
acquainted  with  the  object  of  my  travels ;    but  ^lentioning 
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Ems  Mrith  not  quite  so  much  warmtli,  as  I  imagine  she 
thought  I.  ought  to  do,  (she  was  a  native  of  that  place, 
sister  of  my  hostess,  also  a  hnxom  yoaog  widow),  we 
entered  into  a  warm  argument  on  the  suhjcct,  which  led 
to  an  invitation  to  visit  her  at  Ems,  that  she  might  con- 
vioce  me  there  was  no  place  like  Ems.  Now  had  this 
invitation  proceeded  from  a  pbnckant  for  myself,  vanity 
would  have  fanned  my  tranquil  h]ood  into  something  ap- 
proaching fever  heat ,  hut  seeing  clearly  it  was  only  from 
the  fair  one's  wish  to  triumph  o'er  a  vanquished  enemy, 
(she  made  sure  of  her  conquest),  I  for  the  hundredth  time 
felt  « my  day  was  o'er , »  and  like  other  middle  aged 
gentlemen  must  he  content^  no  more  to  win  a  woman's 
smile. 

Mentioning  to  my  fair  antagonist  the  occurrences  of 
the  evening,  and  my  satisfaction  in  meeting  with  my 
Uncle  ToLy,  and  Corporal  Trim,  she  told  me,  if  cha- 
racter was  my  object ,  she  could  introduce  me  to  one , 
who  would  afford  me  much  amusement ,  being  quite  an 
original.  I  earnestly  solicited  the  honour  of  an  introduc- 
tion, when  ringing  the  bell,  she  ordered  the  pretty  lilack 
eyed  damsel  of  the  inn  to  send  up  private  Hans.  With 
a  true  military  obeisance,  the  one  eyed  warrior  of  Water- 
loo approached  the  table ,  a  short  preliminary  address 
on  my  part ,  containing  a  compliment  on  the  becoming 
Black  patch,  which  shaded  the  socket  of  his  destroyed  or- 
gan, produced  a  most  circumstantial  account  of  the  battle, 
(denominated)  of  German  independence.  I  felt  consi- 
derable regret  that  the  room  was  not  sufficiently  spacious 
ibr  a  display  of  all  the  diverse  manoeuvres  of  Napoleon, 
Wellington,  Blucher,  and  (the  narrator's  grand  favourite), 
the  marquiss  of  Anglesea,  but  what  it  failed  in  space 
for  the  development  of  the  movements  and  tactics  of  the 
commanders ,  he  fully  made  up  in  personal  energy ,  till , 
in  representing  a  heavy  discharge  of  artillery ,   by  thump- 
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in^  riolently  on  tlie  table,  the  wbole  rank  and  file  of 
large  and  little  glasses  were  made  to  dance  to  the  mea- 
sure ,  and  had  I  not  covered  the  lefl  wing  of  the  French 
army  with  my  own  body,  he  would,  in  indicating  with 
a  swing  of  his  arm  how  Anglesea  made  his  celebrated 
charge ,  have  caused  a  charge ,  on  the  debit  side  of  my 
account,  of  at  least  half  a  dozen  glasses,  which  the  ero** 
lution  of  his  said  arm  nearly  swept  off  the  field  of  battle, 
—  the  table ,  —  as  it  was ,  only  two  were  rendered  hort 
de  combat.  The  enemy  being  totally  routed,  next  followed 
a  recital  of  bis  own  individual  feats  of  valour  pn  thia 
occasion,  to  which,  though  rather  marvellous,  having 
listened  with  the  profoundest  attention  ,  I  was  about  to 
grant  my  valiant  historian  a  furlough ,  when  thinking  no 
doubt  to  flatter  my  national  feelings ,  he  commenced  a 
violent  tirade  against  poor  Napoleon,  endeavouring,  as 
others  vainly  bad  done  before ,  to  convince,  me  that  thia 
great  man  was  as  deficient  in  courage ,  as  he  was  in  all 
the  ennobling  qualities  of  the  heart.  It  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  the  small  fry  of  heroes  so  calumniate 
the  renowned  dead ,  when  we  sec  so  many  of  the  titled 
brave  ,  who  should  set  a  belter  example  ,  like  the  ass  in 
the  fable  kicking  so  unmercifully  the  dead  lion.  Feeling 
pity  for  the  mental  darkness  of  my  one  eyed  narrator, 
I  gave  him  his  discharge ,  and  set  down ,  or  more  pro- 
perly speaking  sat  np ,  for  it  was  twelve  o'clock  before 
the  close  of  the  battle ,  to  peruse  an  account  of  IJke 
Maxhurg  which  was  lent  me  for  my  iuspection ,  and  from 
which  it  appears  the  castle  was  erected  by  the  Romans » 
and  formed  a  part  of  the  line  of  defence  established  by 
that  brave  people ,  from  Ems  over  the  Taunns  mountains. 
When  John,  of  Darmstadt ,  snrnamed  the  war -like,  ex- 
tended the  works  of  this-  fortress ,  he  found  numerous 
Kioman  implements  of  war ,  especially  bows ,  arrows , 
battle-axes,    iron  bars^   and  battering  rams;   clearly  io^ 


<  174  THE  TAUNUS. 

whose   noble    reception    fully  proyes   that  in  those  days, 
if  the    march   of  intellect    had    not    made    the    strides   it 
since  has  done,  yet  the  race  of  gallantry  had  commenced. 
As  the    hride  of  Frederick  the    second,    of   the  house  of. 
Hohenstaufen ,    and  Emperor    of  Germany ,    the    beautiful 
Isabella   on   her  way    from    Eng^land    to  join   her    future 
lord  was  magpiificently  receiyed ,    and  royally  entertained. 
The    extent    of  her   suite,    the  magnificence    of  their  ap- 
pointments ,    and   the    rejal    splendour   of   her    equipages 
quite  astounded   the  German    nobility,    collected   on   this 
occasion  to  greet   the  wife  of  their  soyereign.     The  arch- 
bishop of  Cologne,  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  Counts,  Barons, 
and   knights   of  the    Empire    considering  it    an  honour  to 
form    part    of   her    princely    corlage.     The    court    of   the 
castle   was   lined   with   the    nobles    of  the    land  superbly 
attired,    the    yery    walls   being    yciled   by  the  banners  of 
the  different   knights.     Theodorick,    Count  of  Wied ,    on 
bended  knee  receiyed  the  royal  maid,    and  instantly  con- 
ducted  her   to   the    chair    of   state,    prepared    for  her  at 
the  noble  banquet ,  which  surpassed  any  thing  eyer  before 
seen   in    this  country ,   for   magnificence ,    and   splendour. 
Each  yiaod   was  seryed   on  gold,    while  Rhenish  wine  in 
goblets    of  the    same    precious  metal,   was   presented    to 
the   royal    fair   one    by   the   most   noble ,    and    yaliant    of 
the   land.     A  celebrated  old  writer  speaking  of  the  feast 
says ,    «  Bene    ederunt ,    melius  poiaverunt  et   virgo   regia 
multum  saltavit:  »    they  eat  well,    drank  better,    and  the 
royal    maid    danced    much.     Loyalty    forbids    my    saying 
how  much ,  it  is  reported  our  fair  princess  drank ,  —  but 
«he  was-  not  used  to  Rhenish  wine.     The  high  authorities, 
sacred  and  profane ,   eclesiastics  ,  mayors ,  aldermen ,  the 
common  councilmen   of  Cologne  ,    Coblence ,    Andernach , 
{the  stewards  of  the  feast),  and  each  who  neared  the  British 
maid  appeared   in  breeches  —  (they  had  not  brought    oar 
language    to    the    inexpressible   perfection    it    since    has 
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acquired  tliro'  modern  refinement),  of  gatLered  satin , 
and  in  stnffs  of  gold.  Tlie  imperial  judge  of  the  court, 
the  celebrated  Peter  dc  Yincis  came  from  Worms  to  join 
ihe  society,'  but  nothing  is  said  of  the  gatherings  of  any 
part  of  his  attire ,  or  whether  he  wore  the  ponderous 
wig  in  fashion  now  a  days  ,  which  in  its  virgin  whiteness, 
like  the  free  -  masson's  apron ,  is  '  thought  to  be  emble- 
matical of  purity. 

When  Saladid  was  commander  in  Ehrenbreitstein, 
with  a  strong  body  of  French  he  attempted  the  reduction 
of  Stolzenfels  ,  but  so  determined  was  the  defence  of  the 
place  by  the  brave  garrison ,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  siege  with  disgrace.  In  1088  the  place 
had  a  garrison  of  Triers  troops,  but  was  demolished 
some  time  after  by  the  French.  In,  or  about  1825  the 
town  of  Coblcnce  presented  the  castle  to  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Prussia ,  who  has  made  commodious  walks  upi 
to  it,  placed  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  the  curious 
yisitiog  the  ruins,  and  is  about  to  restore  the  castle  to  its 
former  splendour,  and  make  it  a  summer,  or  occasional  re- 
sidence when  visiting  Goblence,  indeed  scaffolding  is  now 
erected ,  indicative  of  such  intention ;  a  sum  of  80,000 
dollars  being  appropriated  for  the  commencement  of  the 
work ,  which  will  be  executed  in  its  original  architecture, 
according  to  designs  by  Schinkel  and  to  be  effected  by  the 
engineer  Captain  Naumann. 

If  we  consider  the  magnificence  of  the  view  from  this 
most  lovely  spot,  a  more  delightful  residence  can  hardly 
be  imagined  than  this  would  form ,  and  the  prince  only 
following  the  good  taste  displayed  by  his  royal  relative 
at  Rheinstein,  might  here  erect  a  home  of  regal  splen- 
dour, not  to  be  surpassed  in  Europe. 

We  now  descended  from  this  enchanting  spot  by  the 
pleasant  winding  road,  which  at  each  bend  presents 
views  of  matchless  beauty,   and  proceeding  along  the  ex- 
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cellent  road  leading  t6  Mentz,  soon  arrlyed  at  the  cele- 
brated spot,  Ttrherc  stood  the  Konigstuhl,  or  king's  chair. 
This  highly  Interesting  memento  of  the  former  power  of 
the  German  electors,  —  particularly  eclesiastical ,  —  has 
now  succumhed,  like  the  misused  power  of  the  proud  pre* 
lates  in  the  dust ,  and  man  taught  at  least  one  useful 
lesson  hy  the  French  rcTolution ,  has  learnt  duly  to 
estimate  ,  ,and  properly  to  appreciate  the  wordly  pride , 
pomp  ,,  avarice  and  ambition  of  priestcraft,  and  placing" 
the  ministers  of  religion  in  their  proper  sphere  of  use- 
fulness ,  made  them  the  comfort  and  solace  of  humanity; 
and  the  religion  they  teach ,  the  rock  on  which  man 
builds  his  hope  ,  his  tower  of  defence  against  the  ills  of 
life,  his  stay  and  comfort  in  affliction,  instead  of  con- 
yerting  its  holy  precepls  into  a  scourge  for  oppression , 
and  its  ministers  into  the  avenging  agents  of  despotism, 
and  the  pfoinqters  of  bigotry  and  superstition. 

Close  by  the  high  road  leading  from  Goblence  to 
Rhense,  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the.  latter  town, 
and  now  on]y  known  from  the  growth  of  a  few  walnut 
trees  and  loose  stones  ,  stood  once  the  celebrated  build- 
ing above  alluded  to ,  the  King's  chair.  —  Here  the  Elec- 
tors assembled  under  the  canopy  of  heaven ,  attended 
with  all  the  pomp  and  splendour  of  regal  power,  to 
crown  or  depose  the  sovereigns  of  Germany;  here  to 
deliberate  on  grave  affairs ,  and  io  confer  how  best  to 
fetter  the  march  of  mind,  and  keep  the  human  race  in 
darkness.  Here  in  1558  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
meetings  of  the  electors  took  place ;  here  eight  years 
subsequently,  Charles  the  fourth  was  proclained  Emperor, 
and  in  I486  the  imperial  oath  was  taken- of  Maximilian. 
From  hence  Edward  of  England  and  Frederick  of  Meissen, 
sent  forth  their  lordly  mandates.  Here  was  deliberated 
on  the  danger  of  Christendom ,  when  the  last  bulwark  of 
the  Greek   empire,    Constantinople,    fell  under   the  vie- 
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torions  assaults  of  the  Ottoman.  Here  too  it  was  resolved 
to  strip  tlie  lazy  sensualist  Wenzcl  of  the  imperial  purple 
and  place  his  crown  upon  an  other's  head. 

We  did  not  breakfast  till  our  return  to  Brauba'ch, 
where  I  wrote  my  journal  till  twelre  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  Rey.  Mr.  D  —  to  dinner.  ^  Oh !  how  delighted  did 
I  feel  in  the  recollections  the  simple  grace  before  our 
meal  awakened  in  my  breast.  I  felt  myself  full  thirty 
years  younger ,  for  it  carried  me  bach  to  that  period , 
in  which  ^  as  a  boy  I  enjoyed  the  society  of  a  respected 
friend  and  instructor,  also  a  divine  in  the  north  of  Ger- 
many. More  satisfied  by  the  intellectual  conversation  of 
the  good  divine  ,  by  the  kind  and  polite  attention  of  his 
worthy  partner,  and  by  the  lively  remarks  of  their  aimable 
family .  (six  daughters  and  a  son),  than  by  all  the  really 
good  things  hospitality  had  in  abundance  supplied;  I 
laid  aside  all  English  reserve ,  and  gave  m;j^elf  up  to 
the  delights  of  home,  with  all  its  endearing  associations; 
such  kind  feeling  made  the  stranger  forget  he  was  such. 
After  dinner  one  of  the  young  ladies  played  and  sang 
Bishop's  celebrated  «  Bid  me  discourse. »  In  this  effort 
there  was  evidently  much  of  good  feeling  at  heart,  and 
if  I  cannot  designate  it  a  happy  essay,  if  I  cannot  say 
that  she  reminded  me  of  many  of  my  dear  countrywomen, 
yet  she  displayed  so  much  kind  feeling,  united  with  good 
sense  when  discoursing  in  her  own ,  that  he  must  indeed 
be  a  harsh  critic  who  too  severely  would  censure  her 
efforts  in  a  foreign  language.  After  delicious  coffee, 
rendered  more  acceptable  by  music ,  intellectual  conver- 
sation seasoned  by  innocent  mirth,  the  whole  family  ac- 
companied by  an  elderly  lady  of  cheerful  manners  and 
address,  resident  since  a  couple  of  years  in  this  lovely 
place ,  we  proceeded  to  the  mineral  well  of  Dinkholder , 
by  the  road  ascending  the  Rhine ,  and  distant  about  a 
mile   from   Braubacb.     The    spring  is    situated  in  one  of 
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fkos«  ro»«Btic  Tallies,  (and  not  tke  least  lorelj  of  tliem), 
witli  wliicli  tke  banks  of  the  Rlune  abound,  and  into  whose 
waters  it  eouTeys  a  crystal  mountain  stream,  which  has 
formed  its  passage  o^er  the  rocky  bottom  of  the  Tale. 
This  most  excellent  and  refreshing  mineral  water  is 
peculiarly  recommended  in  all  cases  of  weakness,  and 
obstruction  in  the  bowels ,  spasms  in  the  stomach ,  he- 
morrhage ,  Stone  and  fluor  albus.  To  the  personal  know- 
ledge of  a  friend  this  water  has  been  found  of  peculiar 
efficacy;  and  for  quiet,  pure  air,  and  natural  beauty, 
no  spot  could  be  selected  better  adapted  for  the  residence 
of  an  inTalid. 

Analysis    of  the   spring. 

Soda  sulphuric ;     •     •     1,800  Gr. 

Chalk  sulphuric 0,770     » 

Magnesia  sulphuric   •     • 0,030     » 

Soda  muriatic 1,520     » 

Soda  carbonic 2,S240     » 

Chalk  carbonic >f,l70     » 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  Iron 

Extractivstoff 0,820     » 

Silicious  earth 0,100     » 

12,1130  Gr. 
Carbonic  gas .     . 31,120  K.  Z. 

The  situation  of  the  spring  is  singularly  beautiful; 
enclosed  on  all  sides  by  lofty  mountains ,  feathered  to 
their  utmost  summits  by  timber,  the  growth  of  centuries, 
luxuriant  shrubs ,  and  aromatic  herbs ,  man  here  seems 
separated  from  the  world ,  for  stead  life's  busy  scenes , 
the  toil  created  in  pursuit  of  lucre  or  ambition,  the 
feathered  songsters  of  the  grove  alone  are  busy  here, 
and  offer,  'stead  the  din  of  strife  the  song  that  nature 
taught  y  in  praise  of  nature's  God.  While  the  youugcr 
members    of    the   party    sought   the    « May   herb , »    with 
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wkich  in  this  and  the  following  month  they  flaToar  thq 
Rhenish  wine  most  delightfally ,  or  ^fathered  lilies  of  the 
valley ,  ^rowing^  luxuriantly  all  around  9  the  pastor  and 
myself  pursued  for  a  mile  or  two  the  course  of  the  lovely 
valley.  More  romantically  wild  the  scene  appeared,  aS 
we  pursued  onr  devious  way,  aod  so  delig^hted  did  I  feel 
with  the  instructive  discourse  of  my  companion ,  that  I 
felt  a  deg^ree  of  regret  when  reminded  of  the  necessity 
of  returniug^. 

A   tahle   'ncath   the    shadow  of  a  spreading^  oak  ,    and 
tastefully    arranjrcd   with   wreaths    of  flowers ,    mid  which 
the  May  wine,  cake  and  crystal  water  stood,  (each  M'ordly 
care    a  stranjj^er    to  my  hreast) ,    welcomed    us    hack ;    hut 
when    the    daughters    of   our    host ,     pure     as    the    lovely 
flowers   their   taper    fing^ers    had    entwined,    struck    up    in 
concert  with  some  .native  melody,  years  melted  with  each 
liquid    note ,    till    o*cr    the    intervening^    days  'twixt  youth 
and  the    approach  of  a{[e ,    a  Lethe  veil  was  drawn ,    and 
once  ag^ain  I  felt  myself,  in  life's  revivinjr  spring.     Many 
were   the   8on[V9 ,    many   the  jests  ,    and  happy  the  fleeting^ 
moments    sped ,     till  the    approachin(r  shades  of  nig^ht  an- 
nounced   the    close  of  our  festivity.     I  record  this  as  one 
of   the    happiest    days    past    with    these  hospitable  peopl<i 
of  Germany ,    and   the  recollection   of  it  will  coijtinue  on 
my  memory,    green   as   the   hills    by  which  wc  were  sur- 
rounded, and  as  long^  as  mirth,  gfood  humour,  simplicity, 
and  innocence    possess    a   charm    to  sweeten  our  prog^ress 
throu{;h  life.     With   the  expression   of  heartfelt  reg^ret  at 
partings,    we   took    our   leave   and   returned  to  our  inn  to 
supper.      Such  are   the  mig^hty   strides    i»f  modern    refine- 
ment,   that  in    the    villag^e  of  Brauhach  we   were  ohlig^ed 
to    sup    in    our   lied    room ,     on    account    of  the-  meetings 
of  the    gentlemen    forming    the   members    of    the     Casino^ 
Onr    bill   was    here  reasonable ,    and    our   accommodation 
g^ood;    and  valuable  in  intellectual  acquisition  as  was  the 
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acquaintance  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  D  —  no  lesd  so  in  a  co- 
mical point  of  Yievf  ,  was  my  introduction  to  the  in* 
vincibles  of  the  Maxburg^,  the  fascinations  of  the  pretty 
fyidow  9  and  the  recitals  of  the  one  eyed  drag^oon. 
Retired  to  rest ,  the  '  occurrences  of  the  day  dwelt  with 
such  peculiar  interest  on  my  mind  as  to  hanish  sleep 
from  my  eyes,  and  to  create  a  thousand  reflections,  which 
in  succession  contended  with  each  other  for  mastery  in 
possession  of  my  thoug^hts*  I  had  seen  so  much  to  admire 
in  tlie  affectionate  deportment  of  erery  member  of  this 
family  towards  each  other,'  that  in  contrasting  the  situa- 
tion of  this  good  divine  with  that  of  his  fellow  labourer 
of  Arnstein,  in  the  same  good,  and  holy  cause,  (the  cause 
of  Christ  and  his  Gospel) ,  that  with  each  endearing  act 
of  love  ,  and  expression  of  kindness  uttered  by  wife  ,  or 
child ,  towards  the  much  loved  husband  and  father ,  I 
felt  heartfelt  pity  for  that  individual ,  who ,  cut  off  from 
the  most  endearing  ties  of  nature ,  was  condemned  to 
lead  a  life  of  celibacy,  a  stranger  to  the  highest  delight 
and  gratification  to  which  humanity  is  subject. 

It  has  been  observed  that  this  very  state  of  privation, 
this  estrangement  from  all  the  joys  of  domestic  life ,  in 
the  priest ,  tends  more  than  any  other  circumstance  to 
the  perfection ,  of  his  character ,  and  to  the  due  perfor- 
mance of  the  duties  of  his  ministry.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  favour  of  celibacy  is ,  that  the  priest 
alike  a  stranger  to  the  joys  and  cares  inseparable  to  the 
married  state ,  enters  with  every  feeling  of  his  heart, 
abstracted  by  no  wordly  impulse,  into  his  sacred  calling; 
and  that  having  no  domestic  ties  to  divide  his  affections, 
gives  to  his  flock  his  undivided  love.  Rut  can  any  human 
being  possibly  advance  such  an  argument  as  ,  that  in 
becoming  more  extensively  useful  as  husband  and  father, 
the  natural  love,  the  good  will,  the  humane  and  kindly 
feelings   of  the    heart   are    deadened   towards    our  fellow 
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creatures.  O  I  how  little  must  he  he  acquainted  irith  tho 
human  heart ,  who  would  adyanee  such  a  doctrine  ,  how 
little  can  he  have  made  humanity  his  study ,  and  how 
ig^norant  must  he  be  of  the  very  noblest  feelings  of  our 
nature.  But  gfood  God!  I  would  ask,  has  the  Almi(jfhty 
inn^afted  on  our  rcry  natures ,  has  he  sown  the  seed  of 
love  and  affection  in  the  heart  of  man ,  (feeling^s  of  the 
most  refined  and  exalted  nature),  only  to  vegetate  —  not 
blossom  on  a  barren  soil?  —  No!  in  the  holy  writings, 
describing  matrimony  as  typical  of  the  spiritual  unity 
betwixt  Christ  and  his  church ,  God  expressly  commands 
man  « to  go  forth  and  people  the  earth. »  Such  is  the 
will  of  divine  wisdom ,  such  the  destination  of  man ,  such 
the  result  of  his  natural  feelings ;  and  that  no  ordination 
of  man  can^  subvert  the  expressed  will  of  God ,  or  deaden 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  the  followiog  authenticated  oc* 
currence  fully  will  exemplify. 

Some  years  back  there  resided  in  .a  village  of  the 
Palatinate  an  honest  peasant ,  who  had  by  industry  so 
greatly  improved  the  patrimony  of  his  father,  and  the 
inheritance  of  a  relative ,  as  to  he  regarded  as  one  of 
the  wealthiest  peasants  in  the  country.  Never  was  wealth 
better  bestowed ,  nor  more  judiciously  employed ;  his 
greatest  delight  was  in  making  his  riches  conducive  to 
the  relief  of  the  afflicted ,  and  consequently  to  his  own 
internal  peace  and  content. 

Already  had  this  excellent  man  been  married  fifteen  years 
without  experiencing  one  of  the  greatest  delights  ordained 
by  providence ,  as  the  solace  and  comfort  of  mortality : 
he  had  not  a  child  to  participate  in  his  joys ,  and  to 
smooth  the  path  of  declining  life.  This  reflection  was 
the  only  draw  back  to  the  happiness  of  the  good  people. 
Already  in  his  wife's  advancing  years ,  had  the  hopes 
of  his  earlier  days  ceased  in  his  breast ,  and  he  had  made 
np  his  mind   to    sink   in  the  vale    of  life ,    and  close  its 
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fitful  dream  '\Tithout  an  object  on  iTliose  love  and  affec- 
tion he  could  rely  for  those  comforts,  which  a  child 
alone  can  minister  to  a[]fc  and  infirmitj,  or  to  smooth  his 
pillow ,  and  close  the  vision  of  expiring^  life ;  on  whom 
to  fix  its  last  9  its  ling-crin(y  look :  when  providence  to 
crown  the  only  wish  ,  wliich  unfulfilled ,  left  in  his  heart 
a  void,  now  listened  to  his  urgpent  2)rayer,  and  hless'd 
him  with  a  daughter. 

Who  can  paint  the  delight  of  the  fond  mother's  heart 
as  she  first  pressed  her  infant  to  her  hreast ,  and  at  that 
fount  of  life  supplied  its  every  want  ;  what  pen  portray 
the  feelings  of  the  enraptured  father,  when  first  the  wife 
of  his  affections  presented  to  his  fond  embrace  the  long 
desired,  the  ardently  prayed  for  child,  when  with  delight 
he  pressed  the  velvet  lip  of  infancy,  and  praised  his 
God  for  such  immeasurable  joy. 

Pure  as  the  drifted  snow  that  ^veiled  his  native  fields, 
fair  as  the  modest  lilly,  when  with  dew  surcharged  it 
bends  its  pearly  head  to  kiss  the  mother  earth ,  sweet  as 
the  rose-bud  bursting  into  life's  meridian  beauty,  grew 
the  lovely  maid ,  nor  in  her  mind  less  lovely  was  the 
highly  gifted  fair.  The  home  that  felt  the  value  of  the 
treasure  it  possessed ,  assumed  a  garb  of  comfort  little 
known  to  peasant's   home. 

Instructors  in  each  art  and  science  were  engaged  to 
cultivate  her  mind,  a  soil,  so  prolific  in  the  gifts  of  na- 
ture ,  that  light  became  the  teacher's  task ;  till  in  the 
talent  of  the  lovely  maid ,  the  wondering  pedagogue  sur- 
prised beheld  his  own  reflected  art ,  ripen  into  fruitful- 
ness  and  defy  his  further  skill  to  teach.  The  fairest 
flowers  now  decked  the  peasant's  home ,  the  growth  of 
nature  ,  or  the  work  of  art ,  for  so  the  maiden's  fingers 
could  portray  each  lovely  blossom  of  the  field ,  or  forest 
plant,  that  in  her  needle's  skill  her  father's  wondering 
friends,    declared  they    viewed   fair  nature's  self;    while 


A  BRUISED  LILLY.  183 

every  room  ivas  hnn^  irith  paintings  ,  the  operation  of 
the  fair  one*s  hand ,  to  '^vhich  the  doatinof  father  pointed, 
-when  to  astonished  ncig^hhours,  he  would  trace  the  scenes, 
familiar  to  his  friends. 

The  plain  untutored  nature  of  the  rustic  was  softened 
down  hy  music's  heavenly  art,  and  every  kindly  feeling  of 
his  heart  awakened  and  refined  hy  the  magic  strains ,  his 
child  put  forth.  Her  Piano  spoke  a  language  of  such  sweet 
,  and  touching  pathos  ,  as  Ailed  each  hearer  with  delight ; 
w^hile  from  her  voice  she  told  a  tale  in  strains  so  melting 
tender,  as  filled  each  heart  with  love  and  admiration. 

Among  the  visitants  who  frequented  the  house  of  the 
honest  peasant,  was  one,  whose  sacred  calling  gave  him 
a  sort  of  licence  daily  to  frequent  this  little  Paradise  of 
love  and  happiness.  The  young  curate  had  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  agreeable  person ,  was  possessed  of  pleas- 
ing manners ,  and  had  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an 
excellent  education.  lie  had  also  cultivated  a  considerahle 
talent  for  music ,  played  with  a  great  degree  of  taste 
several  instruments ,  and  was  possessed  of  a  voice  of 
flexibility  and  sweetness  seldom  surpassed. 

In  the  attentions  of  the  young  divine  to  his  daughter,, 
the  fond  father  saw  so.  many  advantages  for  the  moral, 
and  intellectual  improvement  of  his  child,  such  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  cultivation  ,  and  refinement  of  her  taste 
for  literature  and  music,  that  he  gave  him  every  encou- 
ragement, soon  as  the  duties  of  his  holy  ofiice  ceased, 
to  pass  his  leisure  hours  hepeath  his  happy  roof. 

With  every  advantage  that  wealth  affords,  and  with 
education  and  accomplishmenta  far  above  her  station  in 
life ,  the  peasants  daughter  retained  with  the  purity  of 
her  character ,  the  simplicity  of  her  dress ,  which  in  the 
very  contrast  with  her  person  ,  and  her  manners ,  tended 
to  heighten  the  beauty  of  her  face  ,  and  the  perfection 
of  her   form.      It   ii    to   be    imagined  with    so    great   ad- 
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Tanta^es  the  renown  of  tliis  Hebe's  charms ,  her  great 
accomplishments,  and  her  father's  wealth,  attracted  many 
suitors  for  her  hand,  'many  of  wealth  and  education  too, 
hut  though  so  much  her  father  wished  she'd  make  selec- 
tion of  a  son  in  law ,  yet  no ,  each  swain  the  blushing 
maid  refused. 

^  When  once  so  ^  sought ,  by  one  who  met  her  father's 
approbation  too ,  he  urged  his  wish  to  see  her  wedded 
to  an  honest  man,  before  he  had  his  summons  to  an  other 
world,  the  loyely  maid  (twining  a  silver  lock  that  graced 
the  old  man's  venerable  head  around  her  taper  finger)  , 
asked  him,  wherefore  he  wished  her  exiled  from  her  happy 
home.  A  sigh  escaped  |the  trembling  maid,  a  tear  too 
fell  upon  his  furrowed  hand ,  —  'twas  strange  he  thought, 
but  as  enquiry  seemed  to  pain  the  object  of  his  love, 
be  resolved  no.  more  to  urge  the  point,  but  leave  to  time 
and  circumstance  the  accomplishment  of  his  dearest  wishes, 
and  ere  he  sank  to  rest  addressed  a  prayer  to  God  that 
be  would  bless  his  child ,  and  lead  her  to  a  choice  might 
tend  to  insure  her  happiness  and  his  own. 

The  swift  winged  days  rolled  o'er  the  happy  parent's 
bead ,  bis  home  was  one  of  peace  and  happiness :  when 
in  the  distance  black  and  heavy  clouds  arose ,  sad  pre- 
sage of  the  coming  storm  ,  and  veiled  the  brightness  of 
bis. setting  sun. 

The  comfort  of  bis  age,  his  every  joy,  his  daughter , 
drooped  as  the  lovely  flower  when  o'er  its  fragile  frame 
the  boisterous  gale  is  swept  in  madning  ire.  The  .aid  of 
medicine  was  sought,  but  sought  in  vain.  The  feeling 
friend  who  long  had  ministered  in  sickness  to  the  good 
old  man ,  and  who  as  brother  loved  his  hapless  child  -r- 
who  saw ,  and  felt  the  wreck  of  all  his  hopes ,  could  not 
divulge    the    secret ,     dreadful   aause    of   suffering   in   the 

hapless  fair.     The  curate 

Bowed  to  the  earth,  with  grief 
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tlie  wretclicd  father  sunk  sorrowing  in  the  welcome  graye ; 
—  on  the  bosom  of  her  repentant  daughter  the  broken 
hearted  mother  died ,  and  like  the  canker  worm  that 
nestles  in  the  swellino^  bud,  only  to  prey  upon  its  life, 
and  stay  perfection's  blossom  ,  so  grief  and  shame  con- 
sumed the  beauty  of  this  fair  flower,  —  so  sunk  the 
lovely  rose  of  hope.  1  would  ask  the  advocates  of  celibacy 
in  the  priests  of  the  church  of  Rome,  if  this  is  a  solitary 
instance  of  its  wretched  results  ? 

On  the  20th  at  3  in  the  morning  we  started  for  St.^ 
Goarshausen.  Instead  of  pursuing  the  course  of  the  Rhine 
we  ascended  a  steep  road  to  a  fine  wood  of  oak  and  beech, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Braubach,  (bearing  the 
country  was  so  very  picturesque,  and  the  distance  less 
by  two  miles),  and  with  much  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
path,  and  infinite  fatigue  in  walking,  the  constantly  as- 
cending forest  road,  we  at  length,  after  accomplishing  about 
ten  miles,  reached  the  awfully  grand  heights,  immediately 
opposite  the  mountain  facing  the  Ratz ,  at  the  foot  of 
which  lies  St.  Goarshausen.  We  descended  this  (to  a 
weary  traveller)  terrific  steep,  and  at  nine  o'clock  passing 
beneath  an  alley  of  fine  trees,  directly  opposite  the  ruins 
of  Rheinfels  and  the  town  of  St.  Goar ,  entered  the  ex- 
cellent inn ,  the  Eagle  in  St.  Goarshausen. 

I  know  no  spot ,  where  I  would  with  so  much  pleasure 
pitch  my  tent  for  a  summer  as  in  this  delightful  place; 
nor  am  I  acquainted  with  any  spot  on  the  Rhine ,  where 
nature  and  art  have  combined  to  offer  to  the  traveller  so 
many  inducements  to  sojourn  midst  its  beauties  as  in  this 
sweet  retreat;  and  if  good  cheer,  civility,  and  reasonable 
charges  are  a  further  inducement,  any  individual  might 
feel  perfectly  at  his  ease  under  the  shadow  of  the  wing 
of  the  black  eagle.  Captivated  by  the  sublime  scenery 
by  which  I  was.  surrounded,  pleased  with  the  cheerful 
deportment  of  mine  host,    and  elevated  by   a  glass  from 
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his  well  stored  cellar,  I  immediately  resolved  to  seek  a 
more  intimate  acquaintance  ivitli  the  heauties  which  en- 
circled this  little  Eden,  and  determined  later  in  the  season 
to  take  up  my  quarters  for  a  fortn]([ht  here ;  till  which 
period  I  shall  defer  my  account,  hopin{]^  then  to  he  hettcr 
ahle  to  delineate  its  surpassiu[]^  charms ,  only  recommend- 
ingp  my  countrymen ,  seekin^jf  the  comhined  attractions  of 
rock,  mountain,  wood,  and  water,  of  vine  clad  hill 
and  lovely  dale ,  of  fruitful  plain ,  and  verdant  mead ,  to 
wander  o'er  this  fairy  scene  ,  and  feel  as  I  have  done , 
the  reig^n  of  nature  o'er  the  feelings  of  the  heart. 

After  an  excellent  dinner,  I  wrote  my  journal  in  the 
pleasant  summer  house  in  the  garden  of  mine  host,  which 
lies  most  enchantingly  at  the  foot  of  the  lofty  vineyard  to 
which  it  has  a  communication ,  forming  part  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  inn;  and  in  the  evening  accompanied  hy  Mr. 
Nathan  walked  to  Reichenburg  to  inspect  the  magnificent 
ruins  of  its  castle  ,  the  property  of  my  friend  Mr.  llahel. 
The  splendour  of  the  scenery  immediately  surrounding 
thid,  more  than  all  other,  splendid  remnant  of  former 
ages ,  the  stupendous  grandeur  of  the  walks  approaching 
this  perfect  Elysium ,  totally  altered  all  my  plans  9  and 
determined  me  to  devote,  in  a  residence  here  of  a  fortnight 
or  more ,  my  time  excluisively  to  an  acquaintance  with 
this  enchanting  spot,  that  in  a  true  account  of  its  heauties, 
(tho'  all  I  can  say  must  fall  short  of  its  perfections) ,  that 
others  may  experience  the  same  delight,  and  appreciate 
the  majesty  of  nature ,  and  the  perfection  of  art  in  this 
Switzerland  of  Germany.  I  shall  therefore  defer  my  ac- 
count of  Reichenburg  till  next  month  when  I  visit  it  again. 

The  following  morning  directly  after  breakfast  walked 
again  to  this  scene  of  enchantment,  and  by  a  rout  sur- 
passing in  sublimity  of  scenery  the  previous  walk.  Refore 
my  return  to  St.  Goarshausen  called  upon  the  Sckultheis, 
an   honest    peasant   in    whose  humble   abode   M|r*  Ilabel, 
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^hen  Inspecting  IhcVrogrcs  of  the  impro.en.ents  making 
in  the  place,  always  resides.  Mr.  W  —  being  absent  from 
home  I  saw  his  bustling  wife ,  and  old  mother ,  and 
agreed  to  occupy  the  dormitory  of  my  friend  when 
I  should  visit  Reichcnburg.  Returned  by  Patersberg, 
.and  the  yalley  of  rocks;  and  in  the  village  called 
upon  the  landlord  of  the  public  house,  and  agreed  to 
accompany  him  the  following  morning  to  the  widow  Usingcr 
where  he  assured  me  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  finest  dairy  of  cows,  and  see  some  of  the 
best  farming  in  the  country.  In  the  evening  attended  by 
Mr.  Nathan  ,  visited  the  Katz ,  one  of  the  most  pictu- 
resque ruins  on  the  Rhine  ,  but  respecting  the  historical 
or  fabulous  records  connected  with  which ,  I  shall  defer 
my  remarks ,  till ,  in  a  better  acquaintance ,  with  the 
neighbourhood  next  month ,  I  shall  be  more  competent  to 
give  my  readers  information. 

After  a  minute  inspection  of  the  Katz ,  the  view  from 
which  commanding  the  awfully  majestic  rocks  of  the 
Lurley ,  the  angry  Rhine ,  here  compressed  within  a 
narrow  channel,  and  forced  to  curve  its  troubled  waters, 
lashes  its  peaceful  banks ;  the  cheerful  little  town  of 
Caub,  its  hanging  woods,  and  smiling  gardens,  with  the 
imposing  ruins  of  Rheinfels ,  the  most  extensive  on  the 
whole  course  of  the  stream,  forming  a  "view  altogether 
beyond  the  power  of  pen  to  describe,  we  proceeded  thro* 
a  back  exit  from  the  ruins ,  and  continuing  still  to  ascend 
the  mountain  by  a  flight  of  steps,  formed  by  nature  in 
the  rock ,  with  no  small  fatigue  proceeded  on  our  lofty 
promenade ,  though  transported  with  delight  in  the  beauty 
of  the  prospect.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  charms  of  this, 
walk ,  the  cool  shade  of  the  spreading  oak ,  the  sweet 
perfume  of  herbs  that  form  a  carpet  for  the  travellers 
foot,  the  singing  of  the  feathei'ed  tribe,  all  combine  to 
render  this  a  scene  of  almost  magic  sweetness. 
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Arrived  on  the  extreme  summit  of  the  moiintain  we 
found  the  level  lands  ahove,  excellently  cultivated^  and 
to  my  astonishment  I  was  informed,  that  the  whole  extent 
was  the  property  of  the  parish  of  St.  Goarshausen ,  and 
*  that  the  produce  of  the  soil,  (corn  and  potatoes),  the 
inhahitants  are  necessitated  to  carry  home  on  their  heads, 
by  the  very  steep  path  by  which  we  had  come«  When 
1  recollect  the  toil  it  was  to  me  to  gfain  this  eminence, 
with  nothings  more  than  what  nature  had  allotted  me  as 
my  share  of  mortality  to  carry,  and  reflected  on  what 
must  be  the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  in  carryino;  up  on 
their  heads  the  whole  of  the  manure  for  the  improvement 
of  the  soil ,  I  could  but  think ,  how  favoured  above  their 
fellow  creatures  were  some  of  the  children  of  this  earth, 
and  that  too  oft  we  are  not  sufficiently  grateful  for  the 
blessings  we  enjoy.  Traversing  the  lands  above  for  about 
two  miles ,  we  at  length  arrived  on  the  extreme  point  of 
the  Lurley  rocks.  How  shall  I  instruct  my  pen  to  give 
even  a  faint  description  of  beauties ,  which  in  awful  ma- 
jesty of  appearance ,'  which  in  stupendous  grandeur  of 
construction ,  are  so  far  surpassing  every  thing  I  have 
before  surveyed  ,  that  1  am  at  a  loss  where  to  commence 
with  my  recital. 

Being  subject  to  vertigo ,  I  have  always  avoided  as 
much  as  possible  looking  from  any  lofty  eminence  ,  but 
my  exalted  promenade  in  Limburg ,  convincing  me  that 
with  the  approach  of  age ,  giddiness,  (by  the  bye  it 
should  be  its  natural  result) ,  was  not  so  predominant  as 
in  the  hey  -  day  of  youth  ,  I  made  the  effort  to  approach 
the  extreme  point  of  the  frightful  precipice  ,  but  finding 
the  weakness  still  attaching  to  my  nature  ,  I  was  obliged 
to  content  myself,  by  assuming  the  position  of  Eve's 
tempter ,  and  creeping  upon  the  ground ,  in  this  prostrate 
situation  take  a  survey  of  the  wonders  of  the  deep. 
Looking  over  projecting  masses  of  rock ,  forming  in  each 
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dark  recess  the  Lom^  of  many  a  bird  of  prey ;  the  awful 
dasbiiig  of  the  stream  below ;  the  angry,  tossing  to  and 
fro  of  the  troubled  waters  ;  the  threatening  vortex  of  the 
Gewirr,  a  dangerous  whirlpool  not  far  distant  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  stream ,  and  the  more  awe  creating  * 
Tortex  called  the  Bank,  creates  a  feeling  (not  to  be  defined) 
in  the  breast  of  the  beholder.  This  ,  to  the  navigation 
most  dangerous  point  in  the  river,  these,  to  the  navi-* 
gator  dreaded  whirlpools ,  are  caused  by  the  compressure 
of  the  stream  in  a  too  narrow  passage ,  between  huge 
masses  of  towering  rock,  and  fragments  of  the  same  con- 
cealed beneath  the  surface  of  the  stream.  The  river  here 
is  not  above  300  yards  wide ;  and  it  is  affirmed ,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  pressure  of  its  mighty  waters  through  so 
narrow  a  channel  its  fall  is  not  less  than  five  feet  in 
this  place ,  in  a  distance  of  only  120  yards.  Mr.  Nathan 
feeling  disposed  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  surveying 
this  most  imposing  scene  ,  as  well  from  below  as  above, 
now  proposed  our  descending.  The  proposition  appeared 
to  me  far  easier  than  the  accomplishment  of  the  under* 
taking,  and  after  traversing  every  part  of  the  rock  for  a 
fit  spot  for  the  effort ,  one  was  selected ,  as  the  most 
easy  to  be  surmounted ;  though  to  my  conception  only 
practicable  for  mountain  goats,  or  Tirolese  peasants,  but 
not  being  inclined  to  shew  the  white  feather ,  I  sum- 
moned as  much  courage  as  a  low  -  lander  well  could  on 
such  an  occasion ,  and  commenced  our  perilous  descent. 
Our  guide  accustomed  from  his  infancy ,  (being  a  native 
of  Epstein)  ,  to  mountain  scenery ,  and  climbing  like  a 
cat ,  would  have  b.ecn  at  the  base  of  the  rock  before  I 
was  half  way  down ,  had  he  not  frequently  stayed  his 
progress  to  assist  myself  and  son ,  and  afford  me  time  to 
breathe.  After  stepping  from  one  rocky  projection  to 
another,  with  equal  fear  and  eircumspection ,  we  at  length 
arrived  at  the  vineyards,    and  here,    tho'  but  a  trifle  as 
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compared  with  our  descent  among^  the  rocks ,  I  had  a 
lesson  given  me  as  reg^ards  the  toil  attendant  on  the  cnl- 
tivation  of  the  vine  in  these  districts. 

Haying  at  lengpth  reached  the  strand  we  contemplated 
with  amazement  the  (^iant  from  whose  shoulders  we  had 
descended ,  and  wondered  not ,  that  the  gentleman  of 
many  names,  hut  generally  known  in  ancient  and  mode^a 
history  as  9  the  old  gentleman ,  had  found  it  impossible 
to  move  the  huge  mass.  From  holy  Writ ,  and  from  our 
immortal  Milton  down  to  the  present  period ,  *and  through 
all  descriptions  and  records  extant ,  of  his  Satanic  ma* 
jesty,  I  had  never  been  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  of 
his  person^  till  shewn  the  impression  of  his  form  in  the 
rock,  when  in  his  vain  essay  to  displace  the  giant  of 
the  Rhine ,  His  said  it  receded  a  few  paces ,  and  that 
^  the  efforts  made  by  the  wicked  one ,  left  the  deep  im* 
prcfsion  of  his  person  in  the  opposing  rock*  Unfortu- 
nately the  hand  of  time,  and  the  fretting  of  the  waters, 
when  swollen  beyond  their  general  limit ,  have  only  left 
the  unmentionable ,  though  by  many  denominated  scat  of 
honour ,  stamped  upon  Lurley  i  but  if  I  may  judge  by 
the  concavity,  he  must  certainly  be  a  personage  of  most 
portly  appearance. 

This  is  considered  the  part  of  the  stream  most  cele- 
brated for  the  quality,  and  number  of  salmon,  the  which 
were  caught  formerly  in  great  abundance  ,  but  now  arc 
so  scarce  as  not  at  all  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  demand, 
and  consequently  are  never  to  be  met  with ,  except  at 
the.'  feasts  of  the  affluent,  and  occasionaly  at  the  table 
d'h6te  at  the  fashionable  watering  places  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. We  for  some  time  seated  ourselves  in  the 
old  one's  seat ,  anticipating  at  air  events  the  sight  of  a 
salmon ,  but  in  vain ,  not  one  forsook  his  watery  home. 

The  legend  of  Lurley  hli^  been  sO  often  told ,  the  saw 
of  the  JungfvaueUf    or  virgins,    so  frequently  sung,    that 
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tlie  repetition  of  either  would  seem  but  as  a    « twice  told 
tale ;  »  I  therefore  must  Leg  the  seven  beautiful  Countesses, 
of  Schonberg    will   pardon  my    want    of   gallantry    in   not 
further  mentioning  them ,    than  to  state ,  that ,  to  the  an- 
noyance of  the  unpracticed  navigator,  they  still  protrude 
their  flinty  forms  above  the  8urfat;e  of  the  stream.    While 
reflecting    on   the  story  of  the  virgins,    atid  of  course  on 
the  delights   of   paradise ;    on  the  old  gentleman  5    and  his 
dominions ,    and    on  Salmon    and   naturally   on  the  ladies 
of  Billingsgate ,    I    was   disturbed    in    my    reverie    by    the 
report  of  a  pistol ,    fired   by    an  individual  who  it  is  said 
lives  by  9   if  not  upon  sound ,    being  paid  by  the,  Rhenish 
steamboat   company    to    salute   the    vessels   as    they  pass , 
by  the    discharge    of   fire    arms,    and   to   greet  them  with 
the  sound  of  the  horn.     This  is  done ,  that  the  passengers 
may -be  gratified    by   heariug  the  astonishing    echo  which 
here    reverberates    from    shore   to    shore,    and    sends    the 
bugle's  note  from  rock  to  rock,   to  the  amazement  of  the 
unreflecting  on  such  matters.     Perhaps  there  are  few  spots 
in   the   world   where   in    an   equal  degree    this ,    formerly 
regarded    as    a   phenomenon   in  nature    exists ,    as   in  this 
seat  of  enchantment,  the  Lurley  passage.     With  lacerated 
unmentionables ,  an  empty  and  craving  stomach  ,  and  feet 
in  almost    as    sorry   a    state    as  my  lower  habiliments ,    I 
arrived    after    a    charming   walk   by  the    side  of  the  river 
at   St.   Goarshausen ,    deeply   impressed    by    the  grandeur 
and  sublimity  of  the  scenes  we  had  witnessed ;    and  after 
a  good  supper  retired  to  rest,  and  to  dreams  of  demons, 
virgins  ,  rocks  ,  whirlpools  ,  fish  ,  and  echoes. 

The  following  morning  at  4  o'clock  we  started  once 
more  for  Reichenburg,  and  by  a  third  road  leading  to 
that  place ,  namely  by  the  vine  fields ,  and  through  Pa- 
tersburg,  and  calling  on  the  civil  landlord  of  the  public 
house  of  this  place,  went  accompanied  by  him  to  inspect 
the  large  farm  of  the  widow  Unsinger.     Here  I  had  indeed 
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a  great  treat ,  for  thougli  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  the 
society  of  the  good  lady's  son ,  Tvho  was  unfortunately 
not  at  home ,  yet  his  hailif  conducted  us  over  the  whole 
of  the  huildiugs ,  connected  with  the  dairy,  grazing  stalls, 
wine  housre,  brandy  distillery  etc.  ,  and  as  I  doubt  not 
an  account  of  the  system  of  farming ,  the  cultivation  of 
the  vines ,  the  rearing  and  grazing  of  cattle ,  will  interest 
my  agricultural  friends ,  I  shall  after  again  visiting  this 
extensive  farm,  and  seeing  the  proprietor,  give  such  in- 
formation as  I  can  collect  on  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
general ,  but  particularly  in  respect  to  the  Palatiuate , 
where  1  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  form  some  valuable 
acquaintances ,  and  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  bear 
witness  to  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of  its  inhabitants. 
From  hence  a  lovely  walk  of  a  mile  brought  us  to  Reichen* 
burg ,  where  today  1  fortunately  met  with  the  Schultkeis 
just  as  he  was  making  his  toilet  for  his  attendance  on 
bis  religious  duties  ,  at  the  village  church.  There  was 
in  this  peasant's  face  a  blending  of  native  good  humour  5 
with  so  much  intellect  5  as  rendered  his  natural  civility 
far  more  attractive  than  the  most  polished  manners  of 
the  courtier.  With  him  1  again  visited,  the  ruins  of 
Reichenburg,  a  spot  embracing  so  many  attractions  ,  that 
the  oftener  it  is  visited,  the  more  the  admiration  of  its 
beauties  augments ;  how  different  the  peaceful  stillness 
that  now  reigns  throughout  its  walls,  to  the  stir  and 
bustle  of  its  former  life ,  when  war  with  all  its  tendant 
turmoil ,  the  clash  of  arms  ,  the  fierce  and  bloody  siege, 
the  sally ,  or  the  storm ,  gave  animation  to  the  scene. 
Now  youthful  peasants  only  climb  those  walls  where  once 
the  valiant  strove,  and  stead  the  rude  repulse  from  hostile 
arm ,  or  missive  weapon ,  the  peaceful  sabbath  bell  sum* 
mons  the  hardy  yeomen  from  their  lofty  station  to  the 
lowly  house  of  God.  Such  was  the  case  this  morning 
when    with    the    worthy   Schultkeis    I    descended    from 
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the  castle  to  the  very  small  edifice ,  which  standing  on  a 
part  of  the  outward  walls  of  the  same  ,  has  heen  erected 
for  the  Lutheran  community  of  the  Tillage.  I  took  a  cur- 
sory survey  of  the  church ,  read  the  names  of  the  valiant 
who  had  contended  against  Napoleon  in  the  last  of  his 
campaigns ,  paused  a  moment  over  the  graves  of  the  de« 
parted ,  and  took  leave  of  the  worthy  peasant ,  with  a 
request,  that  he  would  rememher  me  when  in  his  prayers 
he  solicited  that,  «all  who  travelled  hy  land  or  hy  water, 
might  he  preserved ,  »  to  which  he  appropriately  asked , 
whether  those  wandering  ahout  for  enjoyment,  might  he 
considered  as  included  in  the  prayer,  the  honest  peasant 
brought  saint  Agnew  to  my  mind.  Returning  through 
Patersherg  1  breakfasted  with  my  companion  at  his  (for 
a  retired  village  ) ,  very  decent  inn ,  from  the  upper  wia^ 
dows  of  which ,  you  have  a  most  enchanting  view  over 
the  valley  of  rocks ,  to  St.  Goar ,  and  a  far  extent  of 
country  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  Rhine ,  and  returned 
by  the  vinefields  to  St.  Goarshausen.  1  wrote  my  journal 
till  dinner ,  of  which  even  a  gourmand  could,  not  have 
complained ,  it  was  so  abundant ,  and  having  packed  my 
wallet,  with  as  little  trouble  as  attended  the  like  operatioik 
of  poor  Jack,  who  Carey  tells  us  in  his  pretty  old  Ballad 
sang: 

«  A  handkerchief  held  all  the  treasure  I  had 
"Which  over  my  shoulder  I  threw ,  etc. » 

at  three  o'clock  started  for  Caub,  passing  the  niche  of 
Satan  in  the  Lurley  rock ,  and  having  In  view  the  sweetly 
situated  old  town  of  Oberwesel ,  -than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  picturesque  or  lovely  in  its  situation ,  the  com- 
binations of  mountain ,  wood ,  rock ,  ravine  and  vineyard, 
with  the  majestic  stream;  the  old  embattled  walls,  the 
former  numerous  defences,  the  various  towers  and  churches 
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impart  an  interest  to  tbis  lovely  old  town  not  to  be  defined* 
Jn   the    reijjrn    of  Henry   the   third ,    his   brother  Richard 
Duke  of  Cornwall  was    elected  to  the  imperial  throne  of 
Germany  5    and   it  is  reported  that  Oberwesel  was   one  of 
the  first  towns  to  pay  homage  to  the  Duke  as  Emperor.    To 
enter   minutely    into   the   history  of  this ,    and   the    many 
interesting  towns  on  the  Rhine  is  foreign  to  the  design  of 
my  work ,    particularly  those  on  this  side  of  the    stream , 
und  I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with  observing,    that 
Oberwesel  was    no   doubt    a    place    of   some    importance 
during  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  Romans ,  and 
in  various  writings   is  mentioned  by  them  as  Fesalia  Su" 
perior*     Baldwin  Archbishop    of  Triers  much    against  the 
wishes  of  the  inhabitants  was  invested  by  his  brother  Henry 
the  seventh.  Emperor  of  Germany  with  the  sovereignty  of 
the  town,    and  country  round,    in  the  year  1512.     This 
prelate  is  said  to  have  himself  planned,    and  caused  to  be 
erected   the   church    of  the    virgin   Mary.      The   travellcF 
who   is  gratified  with  the   inspection  of  the  works  of  art 
which  our  forefathers  have  handed  down  to  us,    should  by 
no   means  omit  visiting   this   building.     To  describe  each 
peculiar   beauty   of  this  magnificent  specimen    of  German 
gothic  architecture ,  the  elegant  columns,  the  vaulted  roof, 
the  gallery  appointed   for  the  singers ,    the  superb  carved 
work ,    etc. ,    merit  far  greater  space  than  I  can  afford  to 
the    subject;    but    I    particularly    noticed  the    high   altar, 
the    carving   of  which  exceeds   almost  belief   in  its  work- 
manship and  is  reported  to  have  been   brought  here  from 
the  Orient ,    it   is  indeed    perfection.     The   paintings   on 
the  side  of  the  altar ,    on  a  gilt  ground  ,    as  a  sample  of 
the  old  German  school  of  painting  of  that  period  are  alio 
deserving  attention;  a  similar  work  of  art^  removed  from 
the    abbey    of  Marienstadt    at  Hacheuburg    in  Nassau,    is 
to   be  seen   in   the  museum  at  Wiesbaden.     On  a  painted 
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'glass  ivindow  in  the  choir  I  find  that  this  chupch  was 
erected  in  1530.  The  walls  of  the  edifice  are  covered  with 
monumental  inscriptions  to  the  knig^hts  of  Schoenberg, 
which  family  had  their  castle  above  the  town,  the  ruins 
of  which  arc   an  interesting  object  from  the  river. 

The  church  of  St.  Martin ,  situated  on  the  highest 
part  of  Wesel,  is  not  unworthy  of  notice,  it  is  a  fine 
gothic  building,  with  a  lofty  square  tower,  from  which 
is  a  magnificent  view  9  and  which  contains  bells  with 
gothic  inscriptions. 

Numerous  towers,  the  remains  of  the  former  defences 
of  the  place  are  still  standing ,  and  give  a  peculiar  charm 
to  the  appearance  of  this  interesting  old  town,  but  th%Jt 
which  is  most  striking  for  its  height  (120  feet),  and  beauty 
stands  nearest  to  the  stream,  and  with  excellent  taste 
has  been  selected  as  the  frontispiece  to  Tomblenson'a 
views  of  the  Rhine ;  1  recommend  the  visitors  to  this 
lovely  spot  not  to  omit  visiting  this  fine  old  tower,  called 
the  oxen  tower ,  supposed  in  honour  of  Oxenstirna  the 
chancelor  of  Sweden  during  the  thirty  years  war. 

In  1G98  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  French  re- 
publican cause ,  this  lovely  place  became  a  prey  to  the 
flames,  kindled  by  the  brutal  soldiery,  when  the  poverty 
of  the  inhabitants  no  longer  could  offer  a  bribe  to  stay 
the  vandal  rage  of  cupidity:  before  this  period  Oberwesel 
was  celebrated  for  its  various  fine  erections  j  its  noble 
churches  •  monasteries  and  steeples. 

Not  far  distant  from  the  church  of  St.  Mary  is  a 
handsome  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Madam 
von  Lubieniecki ,  the  friend  and  companion  of  the  queen 
of  Saxony ,  who  suffered  a  most  painful  death  -near  the 
spot  on  the  if  of  August  1833.  It  appears  that  the 
horses  of  the  carriage  in  which  she  was  riding,  taking 
fright  at  a  party  of  Prussian  artillery  passing  at  the  time 
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became  restive ,  and  the  unfortunate  lady  springing  out 
of  tLe  carriage  was  so  injured  as  shortly  after  to  cause 
her  death. 

After  a  most  agreeable  walk  by  the  side  of  the  river 
we  reached  a  little  before  7  in  the  evening  the  pleasant 
little  gardens ,  which  on  this  side  of  the  town  render  so 
cheerful  the  approach  to  Canb.  These  small  enclosures 
appertain  to  the  burghers  of  the  place ,  and  on  Sundays 
and  holydays  are  much  frequented.  Such  was  the  case 
to  day,  and  the  gaily  attired  matrons,  and  their  really 
pretty  daughters ,  gave  that'  degree  of  animation  to  the 
scene  which  the  presence  of  the  softer  sex  ever  imparts^ 
Having  secured  beds  at  the  inn ,  the  Green  Wood ,  we 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  schoolmaster 
a  Mr.  M  — ,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction.  Find* 
ing  he  was  with  his  whole  family ,  and  a  party  of  young 
friends  passing  the  afternoon  in  the  old  castle  of  Guten- 
fels ,  majestically  frowning  o'er  the  town  below ,  we 
directly  made  our  way  up  the  path^  cut  out  of  the  slate 
rock  on  which  the  beautiful  ruin  stands. 

This  part  of^  the  country  abounds  with  slate ,  and  it 
is  astonishing  to  see  how  luxuriantly  the  grape  here 
grows,  and  twines  its  tendrils  round  the  black  rock  that 
nourishes  it. 

The  sombre  ruins  wore  this  day  a  smile,  for  a  whole 
phalanx  of  boys  dressed  in  their  holyday  suits ,  and 
fairy  -  like  maidens  attired  in  white,  with  garlands  of 
flowers,  tastefully  interwoven  with  their  glossy  hair,  (they 
are  most  celebrated  in  this  country  for  long  and  beauti- 
ful hair) ,  were  climbing  over  the  ruins  of  this  once  cele- 
brated fortress.  Seated  on  a  rustic  seat ,  on  a  spot  from 
whence  they  commanded  a  delightful  view  of  the  river, 
and  surrounding  country ,  the  schoolmaster  and  his  better 
half,   were,    with    the  refreshing   breeze  from  the  river. 
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enjoying  the  innocent  mirth  of  the  children  assemhied 
around  them ,  and  who  1  found  were  this  day  cclehrating^ 
their  admission  into  the  church ,  as  youngs  communicants, 
havings  in  the  morning  hcen  confirmed  in  the  church  of 
Caul)«  But  the  town ,  and  the  Castle  of  Gutenfels  merit- 
ing the  commencement,  instead  of  the  fag-end  of  a  chapter 
I  will  defer  till  my  next  the  account  of  both. 
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CHAPTStt    7. 

Gutenfeltf,  True  liberality.  Romance.  Pfalzgrafeastein.  The 
Hanse  confederation.  Gaub.  A  eold  acquaintance.  Trade  and 
naTi£;ation  of  the  Rhine.  Passao^e  of  the  Rhine  in  1814.  Striking 
refinement.  A  sweet  Tallej  miscalled  sour*  Riyal.  ruins.  Devotion. 
I'Orch.  Too  much  of  nature.  Rheinstcin.  Asmanshausen.  The 
Rheinlander.  The  IViederwald.  Napoleon's  sister.  The  lovely 
and  the  sublime.  Monkism.  Johannisberg.  Kberbach.  Solitary 
confinentent.  An  excellent  lunatic  asylum.  An  uneasy  couch. 
Human  misery.  A  contrast.  A  judicious  selection.  The 
departed  great,    A  too  tender  subject. 

JLbe  friendly  teacher  became  our  gfuide,  and  instructor  y 
oyer  the  castle ,  and  pointed  out  to  us ,  as  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  objects  a  magnificent  well  of  water, 
bewn  out  of  tbe  solid  rock^  and  penetrating'  far  below 
tbe  bed  of  tbe  river.  Tbe  vaulted  cavern  in  wbicb  tbe 
same  exists  is  also  cut  out  of  tbe  rock ,  this  is  tbe 
only  castle  on  tbe  Rhine,  of  such  a  height,  where  now 
such  an  advantage  exists;  those  which  formerly  possessed 
such  have  been  filled  up  or  destroyed ,  during  the  thirty 
years  war ,  or  that  of  the  French  revolution.  The 
Spanish  burying  ground ,  a  plot  so  denominated ,  from 
its  having  served  for  that  purpose ,  while  tbe  castle  was 
possessed  by  the  Spaniards  in  tbe  thirty  years  war;  a 
tower  still  denominated  Gustavus  tower,  with  the  King's 
saloon,  from  its  having  been  occupied  by  the  Swedish 
deliverer  of  Germany  from  priestcraft  and  oppression , 
are  also  shewn  as  objects  worthy  of  remark.  Above  tbe 
saloon  was  formerly  the  knight's  Hall,  a  magnificent  room, 
once    full  of  the  finest  armour,    which   at  the  destruction 
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of  tli6  castle  was  sent  to  Muiiicli.  Near  to  this  part  of 
the  ruins  was  a  fine  reservoir  ^  in  which  ,  led  Ly  pipes 
from  the  different  buildings  the  rain  water  was  conducted, 
and  in  addition  to  which  supply ,  and  from  the  well 
before  mentioned  ,  a  well  of  smaller  dimensions  was  Con- 
stantly supplied  with  2«>  feet  of  good  water. 

In  1804  this  fine  castle,  then  inhabited,  was  sold 
for  only  a  tenth  the  value  of  its  timber  fl.  400  ,  (little 
more  than  40  pounds)  dismantled ,  and  reduced  to  ruins. 
O!  the  Goth  who  could  counsel,  for  such  a  pittance,  such 
a  work  of  antiquity  to  destruction  !^  To  the  protecting 
band  of  my  friend  Mr^  Habel  the  public  are  indebted  for 
the  preservation  of  these  fine  ruins ;  for  deprived  of  that 
protection,  and  without  a  considerablii  expenditure  to  hand 
down  to  posterity ,  this  and  other  magnificent  mementos 
of  bye  gone  days,  equally  the  object  of  his  care,  the 
very  resting  place  of  Gutenfels  would  in  a  short  period 
have  been  forgotten,  in  its  total  demolition.  Here  now 
though  nature  combines  with  art  in  the  work  of  reno- 
vation, and  both  are  indebted  to  the  refined  taste  of  its 
present  proprietor  for  imparting  to  these  ruins  so  much 
of  beauty,  in  the  lovely  gardens,  planned,  and  planted 
by  my  friend  , 

Where  shrubs  And  fmits  laxuriarfitly  g^otf^ 
And  shade  each  creeping  fiower  Irel<^W. 

Among  other  objects  worthy  of  notice ,  is  the  tower  of  the 
castle ,  in  which  externally  the  optical  deception  is  so 
great  that  it  appears  considerably  higher  than  when  you 
look  up  it  internally  ,  and  is  so  strangely  built ,  that  the 
lower  half  is  round,  while  the  upper  part  is  perfectly 
square.  The  prisons  here  were  as  dismal  as  they  were 
remarkable  for  their  depth ,  and  in  an  attempt  made  to 
explore  a  subterranean  path  some  time  back,  so  predo- 
minant was  the  foul  air  as  to  extinguish  ibe  lights  carried 
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by  the  individuals  lyishing  to  ascertain  its  object  and 
extent,  and  they  were  glad  to  escape  from  the  horrors 
that  surrounded  them,  with  only  the  inconvenience  of 
gropi'ngf  in  the  dark,  with  broken  shins  and.  diverse  bruises. 
Many  of  the  huge  stone  balls  used  by,  and  against  the 
besieged  in  the  thirty  years  war  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  court  yard  of  the  castle;  and  on  a  part  of  the  wall 
which  formerly  enclosed  the  town  is  a  large  flat  stone 
tablet,  which  records  the  siege  of  the  castle  in  1504  9 
and  the  noble  defence  made  by  the  garrison.  The  situation 
of  this  memento  would  be  far  more  appropriate  in  the 
castle  itself,  and  to  which  I  wonder  it  has  not  been  rer 
moved.  The  inscription,  in  old  German,  is  as  follows 
and  relates  that  nine  hundred  stone ,  and  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  eight  iron  ball$  were  thrown  into  the  cUstle, 
many  of  the  former  preserved  in  the  castle  measure  more 
than  two  feet  in  diameter. 

Die  Jahr  von  Grist  gcburt  man  zalt 

fuuffezelienliundert  ynd  Tier   alt 
Von  flontag  nach  mari  liimelfert 

wart  cub  sechsthalb  wocbe  helegerl 
Mit  gaczer  maclit  vnd  herescliafFt 

(lurch  Iielfen  die  lantgrayeschafTt 
Nuuhundert  steyn  geLauwen 

als  Jr  die  groisz   Lie  wol  schauwen 
Und  echt  hundert  drissig  echt  gegosseu 

siud  fonde  worden  to  den  Terschossen 
One  die  zerbroehe  vmd  verlore  syn 

aucb  ellich  versunken  in  dcm  ryn 
Und  wie  wol  dasz  scbloisz  nit  was  erbuwcu 

als  es  sit  der  ziit  her  Ton  nuTven 
Von  pfaltzgraye   ludwig  Tirordc  bevest 

Nocb  danacb  mustc  die  frembde   gcst 
Cub  )>^  ^der  paltz  lass  en  bleiben 

das  wir  gottes  gnade   zu  schreibeii 
Unfit  aucb  der  Trerbafften  bandt 

dies  bebelt  all  vatterlaiidt. 
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Count  Nuringen  is  the  reputed  founder  of  this  castle , 
ivhicb  was  tken  known  as  Gastrum  Cuba.  In  the  12 
century  it  first  acquired  the  name  of  Gutenfels,  from  Jutta 
or  Guda  the  wife  of  Ulrich ,  who  in  admiration  of  his 
wife  gave  his  castle  the  appellation  of  Gutenfels.  The 
eldest  daughter  of  this  Gount  Ulrich,  Anna,  married  Gount 
Philip  of  Falkenstein  who  received  as  dowry  a  moity  of  the 
county  of  Gauh.  Their  son  Philip  II.  sold  his  share , 
derived  from  his  mother ,  to  the  Pfalz(p'af  Ludwig  II«  in 
1277  for  2100  marks.  W'crner  of  Munzenherg  his  cousin, 
who  possessed  the  other  very  small  part  of  the  county  of 
Gauh,  sold  also  his  share,  except  three  fuders  of  wine, 
for  80  mark  to  the  said  Pfalzgraf  in  the  year  1280. 
Count  Henry  of  Sponheim  as  heir  of  a  daughter  of  the 
said  family  possessed  the  Tillages  of  Wievcl ,  Derscheid, 
and  Sauerhrun ,  which  he  also  disposed  of  to  the  Pfalz- 
graf for  240 .  marks ,  hy  which  different  purchases  the 
^hole  county  of  Gauh  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Pfalzgraf. 

Various  were  the  struggles  between  Rudolph  the  stam- 
merer ,  who  had  married  Matilda  the  daughter  of  the 
Emperor  Adolph  of  Nassau ,  and  his  brother  in  law  Ger- 
lach,  during  which  Gauh  suffered  much.  Rudolph  in- 
curring the  suspicion  of  his  brother  the  Emperor  Ludwig, 
the  latter  deprived  him  of  all  his  estates,  and  drove  him 
and  his  family  out  of  the  county. 

Ludwig  now  made  himself  master  of  the  whole  of  the 
Pali;tinate.  There  is  in  the  little  town  of  Archio  still 
a  document  of  this  Emperor  in  which  particular  rights, 
and  immunities  are  granted  to  the  towns  of  Gaub  an4^ 
Weivel.  Rudolph  II.  in  1549  pledged  the  town  and 
castle  to  Guno  of  Reiffcnberg  for  fl.  1500,  hoping  his 
son  in  law  the  Emperor  Gharles  the  4th  would  redeem 
it  for  him. 

About  the  close  of  the  reign  of  the  Elector  and  Pa-. 
latinate  Philip  the  sincere ,    who  was    engaged  in  a  most 
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destructive    war   with  Bavaria  ,    respecting^   his    claims  to 
the  Palatinate ,    the  Landgraf  William    of  Hessia  in   the 
year  1504  besieg^ed  the  town  of  Cauk,  and  castle  of.Gn- 
tenfels ,  and  after  a  severe  siege  of  six  weeks-  iVas  obliged 
to  retire    from    before    the    place ,    as    is  reeorded  on  the 
tablet    before   mentioned.     During   the   thirty   years  war, 
Caub   had   to    endure   the  greatest  sufferings  ,    alternately 
from    the    Swedes  9    Spaniards  $    and    Imperialists'^      Often 
the  inhabitants  were    under  the  necessity  of  flying  to  the 
forests ,    and  to  conceal  themselves  in  caverns    from  their 
merciless    invadeifs ,     not    unfreqnently    being    chased    by 
their  tormentors  as  the  beasts  of  the  field.     Famine,  plun<« 
dering,     and    contagions    sickness    by    turns    assailed    th^ 
dwellers ,    in  this    devoted    place.     According   to    a  doca* 
ment  dated  1655  a  tremendous   fire  consumed  almost  the^ 
whole  of  the  town,  the  origin  of  which  is  thus  related. . 
A  captain  of  .the  Imperial  army,  a  Tilly  in  miniature, 
of  the    appropriate   name    of    Hass    den   Teiifel^   Hatred, 
the  Devil ,    entered    the  town  with  his  soldiers ,    and   en- 
camped in   the  market  place ,    not  choosing  to  trust  him-' 
aelf  in   the    dwellings   of  the    inhabitants*     The    soldiers 
made    themselves    mcflrry    with    the    good  Gaub  wine,    till 
rendered  careless  thro'  the  effect  of  inebriation ,  they  set 
fire    to    the   old   town  <•  house ,    a  most  beautiful  building , 
and    which    from   its    antiquity    waS    as    remarkable    as  it 
was  handsome.     The    houses  surrounding   it  as  far  as  the 
Hospital    street,    were   all   reduced    to    ashes.     Such  was' 
the  horror  of  the  inhabitants ,   that  instead  ef  endeavour- 
ing to  quench  the  flames ,    they  secreted  themselves ,  and 
gave  their   property   up   a  prey  to  the  devouring  element. 
A  second  time  this  monster  visited  the  half  ruined  tovm, 
in   order   to  consummate   the  work  of  devastation,    but  a 
certain    Colonel   Hohendolff   coming    from    Ments   to    the 
assistance  of  the  inhabitants »    Hass  precipitately  retired, 
without   accomplishing   his   intentions   ia  respect  to    the 
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castle  of  Gutenfels ,    and   which    he  swore  od  his  second 
▼isit  to  reduce. 

Ib  the  17  centttry  Louis  the  14th  laying  claim  to  the 
Palatinate,  the  Fretaeh  advanced  an  army  into  that  theatre 
of  almost  erery  Continental  war^  laid  waste  the  whole 
country,  and  passing  over  the  Rhine,  plundered  most 
nnmercifuUy  the  inhabitants  of  Cauh,  and  destroyed  many 
of  the  beautiful  castles  on  the  margin  of  the  stream. 
Among  others  those  near  Sauerhurg,  Furstenherg^  Aleck 
etc.  fell ;  but  tho''  many  a  mighty  fortress  bow«d  its  head 
before  the  conquering  foe,  the  towering  Gutenfels  with- 
stood the  storm ,  [and  with  its  neighbour  Pfalzgrafenstein 
defied  the  Gallic  arms. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  1802  the  town  of 
Canb  and  cattle  of  Gutenfels  were  annexed  by  treaty 
from  Churpfalz  to  Nassau,  and  on  the  second  of  December 
the  same  year  tbe  latter  took  formal  possession  of  the 
Amt  y  to  the  satisfaetioji  I  hope  o(  the  inhabitants. 

There  is  not  much  of  pccnliar  interest  in  tbe  histo* 
rical  notices  of  Gutenfels  distinct  from  the  town  over 
which  it  once  so  proudly  stood ,  bni'  there  are  several 
romantic  records  of  some  interest ,  connected  with  the 
owners  of  the  castle  among  others  the  jealously  of 
Philip  of  Falkenstein  of  the  attentions  of  the  Emperor 
Richard  to  his  wife ,  the  lovely  Countess  Guda ,  from 
whom  as  before  remarked  the  castle  was  named ,  is  suf- 
ficiently romantic  to  form  the  subject  of  a  beautiful  drama 
or  romance :  but  one  historical  anecdote  of  peculiar  inter- 
est is  deserving  of  notice^  namely,  that  Adolph  of  Nassais 
in  1278  was  resident  here  as  Castellan,  appointed  to» 
the  ofiice  by  Lndwig  the  second,  the  Palatine,  the  former^ 
soon  after  was  elected  Emperor  of  Germany  over  the 
bead  of  his  liege  lord.  There  still  exists  a  cnrious  do-* 
cnment  confirming  Adolpk  in  hta  office,  and  specifying 
what  should  be  his  salary.^  In   1884  Count  William  ef 
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Kfttzenellenbogen  was  selected  to  fill  the  post  of  Gastellait 
at  a  salary  of  200  marks ,  proving  Low  important  most 
liaye  been  considered ,  the  possession  of  the  castle.  From 
this  period  to  132^  the  castle  was  held  by  several  noble 
Counts  5  and  knights ,  as  constables ,  but  in  the  time  of 
Count  William  of  Ingelheim ,  by  some  affirmed ,  but  by 
others  in  that  of  Martin  of  Wachenheim ,  the  celebrated 
defence  against  William  of  Hessia  took  place  >  when  as 
the  inscription  records 

(c  Anno  Bomini.  1508 

Ward  Gutenfela  wieder  gebaueu 

Darch  Pfalzgraf  Ludirig  mit  Xrauen.  i* 

Till  in  1803  Gutenfels  had  a  garrison  of  invalids  ^ 
and  was  provided  with  cannon,  but  soon  after  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  Nassau,  the  garrison  was  dissolved, 
and  the  castle  remained  some  time  unoccupied.  Its  total 
demolition  was  resolved  upon  in  1807,  and  the  work  of 
destruction  commenced;  but  as  the  demolition  lasted  to<» 
long,  in  1810  the  whole  structure  was  sold  by  the  go- 
vernment for  fl.  400,  but  the  honour  has  been  reserved 
to  Mr.  Habel  to  rescue  from  total  extermination,  these 
beautiful  ruins.  Seven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  other  mi- 
litary curiosities  were  removed  to  the  Marxburg,  already 
described. 

Pfalzgrafenstein  commonly  called  the  Pfalz ,  was 
formerly  an  almost  impregnable  fortress  situated  on  a 
rock  in  the  middle  o{  the  Rhine ,  immediately  opposite 
Caub.  The  peculiar  structure  of  this  strong  castle,  being 
a  polyhedron,  gave  it  the  complete  command  of  <the  river 
on  all  sides.  The  ostensible  reason  for  the  erection  of 
the  castle  was,  that  it  should  serve  as  a  protection  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river  from  pirates ,  but  unfortunately 
the  knights  occupying  the  fort  were  themselves  only 
robbers  of  a  higher  order,  than  those  against  whose  de- 
predations they  professed  to  protect  the  vessels  navigating 
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tlie  rirer.  A  certain  snm  at  the  option  of  the  protectors 
was  fixed  upon ,  for  each  vessel ,  according  to  the  rapa- 
cious will  of  these  licenced  rohhers  of  the  castle  of  the 
Pfalz.  From  these ,  and  similar  depredations ,  to  which 
commerce  was  exposed,  originated  the  Hanse  confederation, 
which  was  first  established  at  Hamburg. 

Preyious  to  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  when 
merchants  not  only  were  allowed,  but  also  were  in  the 
habit  of  travelling  with  an  armed  escort,  notwithstanding 
the  existence  of  the  so  called  club  law,  and  the  extensive 
influx  of  Italian  manufactures ,  the  trade  of  Germany 
flourished  very  greatly :  but  a  law  about  this  period  being 
established ,  that  prohibited  the  carrying  of  arms ,  the 
sea  and  rivers ,  became  infested  with  pirates ,  and  the 
roads  insecure  from  robbers ;  the  castles  on  the  Rhine , 
and  other  rivers  of  Germany,  serving  too  frequently  as 
places  of  refuge  to  the  outlaws  of  each  state  on  the  con- 
tinent. At  this  period  Hamburg ,  Lubeck  "  and  Bremen  , 
which  during  the  reigns  of  the  Emperors  Otto ,  and  Con- 
rad III. ,  had  risen  to  considerable  importance ,  had  in 
Woldemar ,  king  of  Denmark ,  a  bitter  enemy ,  but  to 
whom  they  resisted  so  vigorously,    and  with  such  eJBTect, 

I 

as  rather  through  the  contest  to  augment,  than  to  diminish 
their  power ,  and  influence.  In  this  union  originated  the 
Hanseatic  confederation ;  a  league ,  the  object  of  Which, 
was  to  unite  by  treaties  for  the  protection  of  trade ,  and 
their  mutual  defence  against  pirates  ,  and  robbers.  This 
league  referred  chiefly  to  the  navigation  of  the  Elbe,  first 
established  at  Hamburg  in  1239,  and  the  town  of  Bruns-* 
wick  in  1247  uniting  with  the  league ,  it  soon  spread  so 
considerably,  that  in  a  short  time  no  less  than  85  chief 
towns  and  cities  united  in  the  bond;  and  these  towns 
being  divided  into  quarter  towns  or  classes ,  each  quarter 
had  a  capital,  or  chief  quarter  town.  Thus  Lubeek 
became  the  district  town  for  its  immediate  circle.    Clevey 
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Westphalia ,  and  the  eastern  part  of  the  Low  lunds  were 
attached  to  Cologne :  thus  the  Rhine  ohtained  considerable 
-advantage  from  the  league.  Saxony,  and  the  mark  of 
Brandenhurgh  ^ere  included  in  the  circle  allotted  to 
Brunswick  as  quarter  town:  while  Prussia  and  LiTonla 
formed  the  fourth  quarter,  of  which  Danzig  was  the 
appointed  capital.  Officers  were  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  interest  of  the  league  ^  and  were  ackuowleded  hy  the 
different  Governments ,  who  lent  most  willingly  their  aid 
to  the  contracting  parties  of  the  union  ;  in  London  in  IS2S0 
—  at  Bruges  1252  at  Nowogorod  1278  and  at  Bergen  1278. 

In  1564  a  formal  act  was  executed  at  Cologne,  giving 
to  the  contracting  parties  a  mutual  guarantee  of  protection 
to  the  commerce  of  each  town  and  city;  and  during  this 
century  the  league  attained  to  a  high  political  importance^ 
entered  into  treaties  with  princes  and  potentates ,  sup^^ 
pressed  and  punished  piracies,  protected  and  extended 
its  commerce  abroad ,  and  finally  by  an  appeal  to  arms 
maintained  the  privileges  obtained  from  princes ,  and 
sought  by  every  constitational  meana  to  enlarge  ,  and  ex- 
tend the  same. 

By  degi^ees  this  mighty  league  ,  which  had  received 
its  privileges  from  kings ,  and  potentates ,  exercised  an 
almost  sovereign  sway  over,  and  guided  the  affairs  of 
states  and  empires ;  and  no  commercial  place  of  impor- 
tance in  Europe  existed,  where  its  active  influence  was 
not  felt ,  and  thus  by  the  power  of  its  arms  and  treasure^ 
it  became  the  mistress  of  the  sea,  (if  we  except  the 
empire  of  England)  ,  and  ruler  over  crowns  and  countries* 

The  H&nse  league  triumphed  over  the  two  kings  Erie 
and  Hakon  of  Xorway,  and  Waldemar  the  third  ;  it  de- 
posed Magnus  king  of  Sweden,  and  invested  with  his 
crown  the  Duke  Albert  of  M ecklenburgh  ;  it  equipped  in 
1428  a  flieet  of  248  ships  with  12,000  men  against  Copen- 
bagen  $    a  burgomaster  of  Danzig »    named  Niederhoff  had 
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tbe  effrontery  to  deelare  vrar  ag^ainst  Christian  king  of 
Denmark ;  and  even  England  and  Flanders ,  were  glad  to 
conclude  treaties  with  this  mighty  union  for  the  security 
of  their  marine  and  trade.  The  object  for  which  the  league 
had  been  formed,  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  the 
annihilation  of  robbers  being  fully  accomplished,  when 
the  establishment  of  peace  allowed  a  sufficient  guarantee 
for  the  general  security,  and  when  princes  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  importance  of,  and  for  their  own  ad* 
vantage  gave  protection  to  trade ,  then  the  league  began 
to  decline :  and  so  soon  as  the  inland  towns ,  appertaining 
to  the  confederacy,  became  alive  to  the  dominion  of  the 
sea  towns,  and  were  made  to  eomprehend  how  at  variance 
with  their  own ,  was  the  interest  of  Maritime  cities ,  the 
different  towns  and  cities  so  situated,  began  to  fall  off, 
and  these  various  causes,  together  with  secret  operations 
of  the  Emperor  Gharlej  the  fifth ,  whose  objeet  was  to 
advance  the  commerce  of  the  Low  lands  ,  unshackled  by 
treaties  with  the  league ,  its  fall  became  inevitable ;  but 
that  which  entirely  extinguished  its  power,  and  laid  its 
glories  in  the  dust,  was  the  discovery  of  America,  which 
caused  a  total  revolution  in  trade  :  then  indeed  was  the 
moment  of  its  total  dissolution.  In  the  year  1650  it  held 
its  last  diet  at  Lubeck.  Hamburg ,  Bremen  and  Lubeck 
alone  formed  a  new  treaty,  to  which  in  part  only  Danzig 
acceeded,  but  on  the  13  December- 1810  the  trio,  being 
incorporated  with  the  Freneh  empire ,  their  existence  as 
an  union  was  entirely  annihilated*  The  Parisian  peace 
of  1814  restored  these  three  towns  nominally  to  their 
former  state. 

But  after  this  long  digression  to  return  to  the  castle 
of  the  PfaLs ,  the  place  was  accessible  only  by  a  fall  iron 
door,  which  answered  the  double  purpose  of  door,  and 
draw  bridge.  On  entering  the  fort  you  are  astonished  at 
the  8pac£  contained  within  its .  walls.     It  contains  nany 
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small  rooms »  and  one  miserable  hole  8  feet  hj  4  is 
shewn ,  as  the  room  to  which  the  princesses  of  the  Pa- 
latine were  conveyed ,  previoas  to  their  confinement  ^ 
that  hy  no  chance  the  precious  bantling  might  be  cx« 
changed  for  one  of  less  noble  blood.  This  saying  origi- 
nated in  the  retirement  of  a  princess  of  the  illustrious 
house,  who  had  been  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the 
gaze  of  a.  too  curious  court,  till  change  of  air,  and  diet, 
might  effect  a  change  in  her  proportions. 

According  to  some  accounts  Hermann  of  Stahlich 
shall  haye  built  this  fort.  Count  Hufenstaufen  by  others 
is  regarded  as  the  projector  of  it ,  but  the  most  probable 
account  is,  that  the  Emperor  Lewis  of  Baden  in  1520 
^uilt  the  present  erection ,  though  formerly  there  must 
have  been  another  building  on  the  spot,  because  of  the 
name  by  which  earlier  it  was  known ,  Pfalzgrafenstein* 
At  present  it  appertains  to  the  Dukedom  of  Nassau  and 
is  uninhabited. 

In  this  castle  is  a  very  deep  well  cut  thro'  the  rocky 
and  not  communicating  at  all  with  the  Rhine,  below 
whose  bed  it  proceeds  ;  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  total 
difference  of  the  waters.  This  place  though  seemingly 
still  in  a  good  state  of  repair  externally,  is  very  insecure, 
particularly  the  floors  of  the  projecting  towers,  and  I 
recommend  the  curious,  desirous  of  visiting  it,  to  be 
cautions  how  they  proceed  in  examining  it.  I  found  little 
in  a  historical  or  traditional  point  of  view  connected 
with  this  fort ,  worthy  of  particular  notice ,  except  the 
scheme  of  legitimacy  adopted  by  the  Counts  of  the  Pala- 
tinate ,  in  sending  their  ladies  here  to  be  delivered  as 
above  related. 

So  celebrated  was  Caub  for  the  superiority  of  its 
wine  from  the  very  first  cultivation  of  the  vine,  that  its 
present  name  is  only  a  perversion  of  former  appellation, 
Cupa,  the  coop,  or  wine  cask ;  as  Winkel  was  denominated 
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Fifi£  cella,  and  Bacharacli  Bachi  ara.  This  place  was 
formerly  sarrounded  with  strong^  walls  united  with  the 
defences  of  the  majestic  castle  above ,  and  was  regarded 
as  a  very  secure  fastness. 

This  peacefully  situated  town  has  one  most  powerful 
enemy  to  contend  with,  and  agpainst  whose  approaches 
vain  are  all  the  efforts  of  man ,  useless  his  works  of 
defence,  and  futile  the  prowess  of  his  arm;  for  the  rushing 
of  the  mighty  waters  of  the  Rhine ,  o'erwhelming  the 
strong  bulwarks  of  his  hand,  evinces  the  majesty  and 
power  of  Omnipotence  when  opposed  to  the  puerile  efforts 
of  his  creatures. 

At  the  narrow  passage  of  the  stream,  and  where  it 
makes  so  considerable  a  curve  at  the  base  of  the  Lurley 
rocks,  the  ice,  -first  proceeding  from  the  Main  and  after- 
wards from  the  Neckar,  in  severe  weather  collects  in 
masses,  and  in  a  short  time  adhering,  causes  the  general 
close  of  the  Rhine.  A  constant  watch  is  then  kept  in 
the  castle  above ,  and  on  the  heights  immediately  com- 
manding those  towns,  subject  to  inundation,  on  the  breaking 
up  of  the  ice.  So  soon  as  such  occurrence  is  likely  to 
ensue  discharges  of  artillery  announce  to  the  inhabitants 
the  approach  of  their  mighty  foe ,  and  immediately  the 
necessary  precautions  are  adopted.  Not  less  sonorous 
than  the  roar  of  the  cannon  are  the  mighty  reports  from 
the  bursting  of  the  ice,  when  the  imprisoned  waters 
sunder  the  bonds  by  which  they  are  confined ,  and  propel 
the  frozen  masses  down  the  stream.  'At  such  times  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  are  obliged  to  remove  their  cattle, 
and  effects  ,  to  the  higher  parts ,  either  of  their  houses 
or  the  town ,  the  water ,  with  huge  fragments  of  ice 
floating  on  its  surface ,  occupying  the  whole  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  town ,  and  filling  the  street ,  at  least  to  a 
depth  of,  from  four  to  eight  feet;  At  such  times  the 
Rhine  assumes  an  awful  majesty  of  appearance  immediately 
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opposite  to  Caub.  Tke  rock  on  whicb  9  in  the  iniddle  of 
the  stream  ^  the  castle  of  the  Pfalz  stands ,  actio^  as  a 
barrier  to  the  accumulating  masses  of  ice  ,  and  impeding 
their  progress  towards  the  sea,  are  by  the  impetuosity 
of  the  stream  forced  one  upon  another,  till  the  mountain 
of  frozen  waters  assumes  so  terific  and  threatening  an 
appearance  that  to  the  awe  -  struck  beholder  it  seems  y  as 
would  it  quite  overwhelm  by  its  preponderating  weight  the 
devoted  castle. 

For  three  things ,  Gaub ,  more  than  any  other  place 
in  the  Dukedom  of  Nassau,  on  the  Rhine  is  celebrated: 
namely  the  customs  collected  here  ,  its  trade  in  slates , 
and  its  cultiyation  of  the  yine.  The  duties  collected  here 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  state ,  producing 
annually  from  120,500  to  150,000  guldens.  By  an  agree* 
ment  with  other  states  all  vessels  navigating  the  Rhine, 
even  the  steam  boats,  are  obliged  to  touch  at  Gaub,  and 
pay  the  stipulated  dues  before  pursuing  their  course.  Not 
unfrequently  the  majestic  rafts  of  timber  that  descend 
the  Rhine  for  Holland  p^iy  no  less  a  sum  than  1200  or 
1400  guldens  customs,  and  are  obliged  to  be  preceded 
by  a  boat  announcing  to  the  officers  of  customs  the  ap-> 
proach  of  the  floating  community ,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
to  warn  all  vessels  of  its  coming ,  calling  out  « Ihr  seid 
gewahrschaut ,  es  kbmmt  ein  Floss  n  You  are  warn<ed  there 
comes  a  raft.  On  the  arrival  of  the  raft  at  the  Pfalz » 
one ,  and  if  a  considerable  float ,  two  officers  come  on 
board  to  examine  it ,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  accords 
with  the  declaration  made  of  it ,  on  its  first  departure 
from  Manheim ,  or  Mentz ,  by  passing  the  measuring 
chain  over  its  surface ;  and  if  found  correct,  the  inspector 
makes  his  mark  upon  it  for  the  following  station  of  cus* 
toms,  Goblence,  this  is  effected  by  an  iron  instrument  on 
certain  parts  of  the  raft.  An  M  for  Mentz ,  a  K  for 
Gaub,    to   distinguish  it  from  the  G  for  Goblenco.     The 
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duty  on  Vessels  is  regulated  by  certain  nails  on  the  sidoa 
of  the  same,  thereby  ascertaining^  their  freightagpe  through 
the  depth  of  yrater  they  draw.  Cvery  loaded  vessel  passing 
this  part  of  the  Rhine ,  (the  captain  not  being  allowed  to 
steer  himself),  is  obliged  to  engage  a  pilot  from  this  place^ 
who  from  his  youth  upfvards  to  the  age  of  24  must  have 
studied  under  the  instruction  of  appointed  navigators  ^ 
the  dangerous  passage  of  the  stream  9  his  knowledge  of 
the  rocks  9  shoals ,  and  cliffs  of  the  river  enabling  him 
with  safety  to  guide  the  vessel  either  up  to  Bingen  or 
down  to  Goblence ;  of  such  there  are  18. 

From  hence  there  are  10  large  vessels  for  the  trans- 
port of  slates,  wine,  and  goods  in  general,  and  are  the 
most  considerable  that  navigate  the  river  above  Cologne, 
and  dare  not  proceed  farther  than  from  Cologne  to  Bingen, 
and  Mentz ,  and  downwards  from  Ments  to  Zundorf. 
These  vessels  are  drawn  by  horses  along  the  towing  path 
On  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  A  loaded  ship  of  the 
first  class  requires  from  Cologne  to  St<  Goar  ten  horses ; 
fVoin  thence  on  account  of  the^strong  current  the  master 
of  the  vessel  is  often  obliged  to  take  two  or  three  extra 
horses  ,  but  from  the  Pfalc ,  on  account  of  the  rocks  in 
the  river,  the  horses  are  passed  over  in  a  boat  from  the 
left  to  the  right  side  of  the  stream ,  and  as  far  as  Bingen 
draw  the  vessels  from  that  side.  I  conceive  nothing  would 
tend  more  to  the  prosperity  of  those  parts  of  the  Dukedom 
of  Nassau  contiguous  to  the  Rhine  ,  than  a  good  road  in 
connection  with  that  through  the  Rheingau  at  Rudesheim, 
if  continued  to  Lahnstem ;  and  though  perfectly  aware  of 
the  difficulties  attending  the  undertakings  I  yet  believe 
with  a  government ,  alive  ,  as  that  Of  Nassau ,  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  country  by  means  df  internal  conimu- 
nication  and  trade,  through  the  establishment  of  good 
toads ,    that   it  would  be  possible  to  accomplish  it ,    and 
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I  ffonder  the  plan  has  not  occnpicd  the  attention  of  the 
administration. 

The  slate  of  this  place  is  conveyed  to  Mentz,  Frankfort, 
Manheim,  Carlsruhe ,  and  Strasburg.  There  are  between 
50  and  40  slate  mines  ,  and  six  yessels  are  in  constant 
employment  alone  from  this  place  to  convey  ther  produce 
to  the  towns  and  cities  on  the  Rhine,  independent  of  the 
inland  trade  by  land  carriage. 

I  will  conclude  my  remarks  on  the  trade  of  this  place 
with  a  few  observations  on  the  cultivation ,  and  quality 
of  the  wine.  As  regards  the  growth  of  the  grape ,  it  is 
really  astonishing  to  see ,  how ,  seemingly  out  of  the  dry, 
and  steril  slate  rock  the  creeping  plant,  weighed  down 
Ly  weight  of  luscious  fruit  protrudes  its  lovely  green , 
sweet  contrast  with  its  parent  rock.  In  favourable  seasons 
they  make  from  500  to  400  pieces ,  the  piece  contains 
1400  bottles,  of  a  wine  so  agreeable  in  flavour,  and  so 
heallby  as  a  beverage ,  that  it  only  requires  to  be  more 
known  to  rank  much  higher  than  it  does.  It  is  not  so 
strong,  and  fiery  as  the  Riesling  wines  of  the  Rheingau, 
nor  so  hard  as  the  more  ordinary  and  light  qualities ,  but 
has  an  agreeable,  soft,' and  sweet  flavour,  most  pleasant 
to  the  taste  and  beneficial  to  the  constitution.  The  flavour 
of  that,  which  hospitality  tendered  at  the  excellent  di- 
vine's at  Braubach  ,  is  on  the  palate ,  like  its  friendly 
host,  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  .  Lovirer  down  the  Rhine 
the  vines  are  ifot  so  succulent ,  or  any  thing  like  so 
agreeable. 

The  Russians  and  Prussians  under  the  celebrated' 
Blucher  passed  the  Rhine  at  this  place  in  1814  on  a 
bridge  of  linen^  such  as  is  frequently  used  by  the  Russians. 
I  must  leave  my  readers  to  form  their  own  ideas  of  such 
a  conveyance  for  hcjBvy  artillery ,  cavalry ,  waggons  etc. 
only  observing ,    I   do  not   doubt   that ,   which   thousands 
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witnessed ,  and  of  whicli  I  ^vr as  assured  on  most  credible 
anthority ,  as  also ,  that  not  nnderstandinf]^  the  nature  of 
the  current  of  the  stream ,  and  rejecting  the  adyiee  of 
the  boatmen  and  fishermen  of  the  place,  they  placed 
their  anchors  so  injudiciously,  that  many  lost  their  lives 
in  consequence  of  their  obstinacy.  These  Tcry  refined 
gentry  of  the  north ,  have  a  most  conclusive  manner  of 
settling  all  impertinent  interference  in  the  shape  of  counsel, 
in  a  most  striking  manner ,  by  the  use  of  the  knout ,  and 
it  seems  they  amused  themselves  on  this  occasion  after 
their  peculiar  taste ,  though  not  equally  so  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  boatmen ;  this  seems  with  the  Russian  a 
favourite  occupation  ,  and  from  the  highest  in  rank  to  the 
lowest  in  the  grade  of  society  each  exercises  himself  oc- 
casionally with  this,  (for  them  perhaps)  needful  instru- 
ment of  mental  cultivation.  I  heard  so  many  speak  of 
the  character  of  this  enlightened  people  with  disrespect, 
that  I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  defend  them  against  the 
attacks  of  the  illiberal.  One  gentleman  really  went  so 
far  as  to  declare,  nothing  could  exceed  the  detestation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Germany  for  the  Russians, 
whose  degrading  servility  towards  their  superiors ,  arro- 
gance towards  their  equals ,  and  their  ferocity  towards 
their  inferiors ,  was  as  conspicuous ,  as  was  the  brutal 
Ignorance  of  the  nation ,  and  the  drunkenness  and  want 
of  civilization  in  the  people.  I  blushed  for  the  narrator, 
and  was  silent  —  we  have  an  expressive  saying  respecting 
silence  —  I  need  not  repeat  it. 

The  folloTving  morning  a  little  before  five  we  left  this 
interesting  place ;  our  supper  the  previous  evening  had 
been  very  good ,  our  beds  comfortable  ,  though  we  had 
been  rather  spoilt  by  the  excellent  cheer,  and  home -like 
comforts  of  mine  host  of  the  black  Eagle ,  in  St.  Goars- 
hausen.  From  hence  we  ascended  a  high  slate  mountain 
immediately    out   of  the   town ,   leaving  the   lovely  Rhine 
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priestcraft.  At  one  end  of  the  chapel  was  a  large  shed 
Luilt  to  the  edifice,  furnished  with  seats  for  the  accommot 
dation  of  the  benighted  mortals  Tvho  resort  at  particular 
periods  in  numbers  to  this  holy  shrine  ,  accompanied  by 
their  afflicted  friends ,  the  sick ,  the  lame ,  the  blind  and 
the  senseless,  (of  the  latter  far  the  greater  number)  in  the 
hope  that  the  holy  Tirgin  would  listen  to  their  prayers , 
and  restore  to  health  these  weak  children  of  humanity. 
Should  I  during  the  progress  of  my  work  have  an  oppor« 
tunity  of  witnessing  so  imposing  a  ceremony ,  I  will  not 
fail  to  impart  it ,  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  my  readers 
who  may  place  more  faith  in  the  intervening  agency  of 
a  priest  than  the  waters  of  Nassau.  Leaving  this  spot, 
a  melancholy  proof  of  the  little  progress ,  the  spread  of 
knowledge  has  made  amongst  the  lower  orders >  who  can 
suffer  themselves  to  be  so  misled^  we  proceeded  by  a  loyely 
waterfall,  and  by  a  road  enclosed  by  lofty  vineyards  to 
Lorch. 

On  the  right ,  »at  the  entrance  of  the  town  stand  the 
insignificant  remains  of  a  castle.  \n  the  church  of  this 
place  are  monuments  to  the  knights  Uilger  of  Lorch ,  of 
Waldeck  and  von  Breidbach ,  and  a  handsome  altar  of 
the  beginning  of  1500.  Through  this  place  we  passed 
as  quick  as  possible,  and  hastening  down  to  the  Rhine 
engaged  a  boat  to  convey  us  over  to  Oberheimbach. 
I  may  perhaps  have  another  opportunity  of  judging  more 
favourably  of  Lorch ,  l^ut  it  seemed  to  me  there  was  little 
worthy  of  notice  in  it ;  but  in  the  street  facing  the  river 
I  perceived  an  old  house  of  singular  architecture  with  a 
handsome  balcony  with  figures  sculptured  in  stone. 

At  a  small  distance  lower  down  the  Rhine  is  the  village 
of  Niederheimbach  with  the  ruins  of  a  castle  on  the  extreme 
point  of  a  projecting  rock.  Having  landed,  we  proceeded 
by  the  chaussee  to  Rittershausen  about  three  miles  distant, 
and  here  in  a  German  public  house  of  the  old  school  stopped 
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to  breakfast;  tLe  traveller,  unused  to  such  places^  would 
▼ery  likely  have  turned  with  dis(pist  from  his  meal,  but 
a  walk  of  ten  miles  had  given  a  zest  to  the  appetite,  than 
which  no  sauce  ,  however  piquant ,  can  operate  so  bene- 
ficially. We  could  not  say  much  for  our  company;  three 
coarse  waggoners  breaking  their  fast ,  off  bread ,  black  as 
their  own  hands ,  filthy  cheese  ,  and  rancid  bacon ,  and 
washing  down  the  delicacies  with  copious  draughts  of 
wine ,  eyed  us  as  had  we  ^  formed  a  part  of  WoomwelFs 
menagerie.  Little  regarding  our  company  we  soon  dis- 
patched, (reader  I  will  not  recount  how  many)  eggs,  bread, 
butter  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  again  started  for  Rhein- 
stein.  I  should  have  mentioned,  that  in  coming  to  Ritters- 
hausen  we  passed  the  beautiful  ruins  of  Sonneck,  sold 
to  the  two  younger  sons  of  the  King  of  Prussia ,  and  who 
it  is  said  intend  to  restore  it. 

Passing  another  old  ruin  of  singular  beauty,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  castle  of  Rheinstein ,  the  summer  residence 
of  Prince  William ,  nephew  of  the  King  of  Prussia ,  which 
raising  its  embattled  towers  high  o'er  the  azure  waters  of 
the  Rhein ,  invited  us  to  climb  its  steep  and  winding  path 
to  this  charming  seat.  A  rather  large  party  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  from  Mentz  ,  far  more  celebrated  for  the 
boisterous  nature  of  their  mirth ,  than  its  refinement ,  and 
like  ourselves  anxious  to  inspect  the  castle ,  were  ascend- 
ing the  path  to  this  charming  residence  of  royalty.  Here 
too  I  found  a  young  friend,  a  Mr.  K  —  from  Mentz,  who 
with  a  companion  had  come  to  pass  his  holy- day ,  Whit- 
monday,  here,  and  on  the  Niederwald. 

An  enthusiastic  admirer  of  nature  —  with  a  feeling 
approaching  devotion,  I  have  traced  the  bold  outline  of 
the  wild  and  mountainous  scenery  of  this  romantic  country; 
dwelt  with  delight  on  the  sylvan  groves,,  the  lovely 
streams ,  and  the  quiet  green  fields  of  my  own  dear  native 
*Iand;    prized  it,   in  man,    and  loved   it,    in  woman:    but 
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E^pty  and  instead  of  bunting  over  a  country,  as  many 
of  ours  do  in  pursuit  of  yermin ,  the  monks  were  scenting 
after  spots,  con[j[enial  for  the  growth  of  the  vine ;  instructii^g 
their  flocks ,  at  the  same  time  that  they  taught  them  the 
way  of  salvation ,  how  to  cultivate  the  grape ,  and  ex- 
plaining to  them  in  their  own  bright  examples,  the  myS' 
teries  of  its  effects. 

Thus  for  the  spread  of  our  holy  religion ,  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  mental  faculties ,  and  for  our  knowledge 
of  the  Rhenish  grape ,  we  are  certainly  indebted  to 
these  calumniated  individuals ,  the  monks ;  and  I  tbere- 
fore  maintain,  that  he's  an  ingrate  of  the  deepest  dye, 
who  prizes  the  first  as  the  greatest  blessing  ever  awarded 
to  man,  who  in  his  own  person  feels  the  delights  of  the 
second,  and  enjoys  the  invigorating  juice  of  the  last,  — 
who  I  repeat,  denies  to  these  men  the  meed  of  praise 
due  to  them. 

With  the  good  of  the  community  constantly  before  their 
eyes,  these  most  enquiring  men  were  constantly  looking 
out  for  those  districts,  best  adapted  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine,  the  growth  of  corn,  or  the  pasturage  of 
cattle ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ,  that 
Johannisberg ,  Eberbach  and  similar  fruitful  spots  were 
selected  for  the  erection  of  those  places  of  religious 
worship ,  and  rigid  abstinence.  The  age  is  now  improved 
I  trust,  but  as  a  proof  how  scandalous  have  been  the 
attacks  of  the  infidel  and  scoffer  against  these  holy  men , 
I  remember  some  time  back  to  have  read  an  account  of 
two  of  these  recluses ,  who  are  therein  represented  to 
have  entertained  less  of  spiritual ,  than  of  lay  love  for 
the,  (to  them),  forbidden  fruit  of  manV  Paradise j  and 
it  is  most  impiously  asserted  that  they  were  even  heard 
thus  to  discourse  on  the  interdicted  subject;  and  which 
I  will  endeavour  to  embody  in  verse  for  the  information 
of  my  readers. 
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A.  pastor ai  dialogue. 

Fathers    Paul    and    Francis. 

Paul. 
Have  you  e'er  marked  some  happy  blushing  bride 

IVhose  Tery  soul  was  beaminjr  in  Lcr'  eye, 
IVhose  Up  bespoke  the  joys  to  yon  denied , 

And  swelled  your  bosom  with  the  struggling  sigh? 

Francis. 
Such  joys  I've  imaged  in  some  happy  dream  » 

Till  all  my  heart  has  melted  .into  loTe» 
From  woman's  eye  IWe  pray'd  a  eherub  beam 

To  illume  my  path  to  UeaYen  above.  > 

Paul. 
Have  you  e'er  marked  a  grateful  mother*s  bliss , 

When  o'er  her  slumbering  infant  praying. 
Or  felt  as  parent  in  an  infant's   hiss 

Till  ev'ry  thought  from  Heaven  was   straying? 

Francis. 
Creative  faney  has  such  visions  dress'd 

In  tints  so  glowing  to  my  raptur'd  eye , 
That  earth ,  the  home ,  I  fancied  of  the   blest , 

And  monks  alone  condemned  for  such  to  sigh. 

The  palace  of  prince  Metternich  is  reported  fo  be 
very  deserving  of  notice  ,  and  its  cellars  ,  (  most  regally 
stocked),  equally  meriting  attention ,  but  as  my  object 
was  without  delay  to  reach  Eberbach ,  and  if  possible 
to  inspect  the  institution  before  night ,  I  took  a  hasty 
survey  of  the  charming  view  from  the  lofty  eminence , 
and  proceeded  to  Winckel,- Oestrich ,  Hattenheim,  all 
lovely  places  in  the  Rheingau ,  on  the  excelleitft  road 
conducting  to  Mentz  ,  (and  a  most  delightfbl  walk) ,  and 
arrived  at  Erbacb,  »  place  so  ancient  as  to  Lave  been 
in  repute  in  the  time  of  Otlio  III.     There  are  here  several 
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sweet  Tillas  «    particularly  that   of  the  conntess  of  West- 
phalia,    and   the    church    containinjr    seyeral   remarkable 
monuments ,    which    arc   all   worthy   the  inspection  of  the 
curious.      From    hence    we  proceeded    to    the    former  mo- 
nastery   of   Eberbach ,    which    was    founded    in   the    12th 
century    by  the  Abbot  Bcrnhard  of  Clarican.     The  build- 
ingps    were    magnificent    beyond    almost  belief,    and  it  was 
the  boast    of  the  brethren ,    that  so  ^reat  were  their  pos- 
sessions, they  could' travel  from  Eberbach  to  Aome,    and 
sleep    every   night    on    their    own    estates.      Their    riches 
proceeded  chiefly  from  presents  ,    and  bequests  of  several 
Archbishops  of  Mentz,  the  Counts  of  Nassau,  and  Gatzen- 
ellenbog^en ,  knig^hts,  and  private  individuals ;  for  in  those 
dark    ag^es  of  bigotry  and   superstition  ,    these  holy   men , 
who  seldom  allowed    a  child  of  humanity   to    depart  this 
life  without    spiritual  consolation ,    contrived ,    not  unfre- 
qnently ,   to  have  the  jpoor  monastery  not  forgotten  in  the 
testament   of  the    deceased*      I  fear ,    occasionally ,    both 
parties  merited  a  sojourn  in  an  institution,  such  as  Eber- 
bach   at  present   is,    the    one    for   his    knavery,    and   the 
other  for  his   folly. 

Our  object  being  as  I  said  to  reach  this  celebrated 
place  so  soon  as  possible ,  we  hastened  past  the  enclosed 
vineyard  of  Steinberg,  which  under  other  circumstances 
would  have  arrested  my  steps  to  inspect,  and  become 
acquainted  with  the  cultivation  of  a  vineyard  of  such 
deserved  celebrity ,  for  this  situation  is  reported  to  grow 
a  wine,  little  inferior  to  that  king  of  wines,  Johannis- 
berger,  indeed  some  reckon  it  quite  equal  to  its  rival. 
The  whole  hill  is  walled  in,  and  is  the  exclusive  pro- 
perty of  his  highness  the  Duke  of  Nassau. 

The  approach  to  Eberbach  is  extremely  lovely ,  and 
the  former  residence  of  th'e  monks  singularly  romantic 
and  beautiful.  Embedded  in  the  most  lovely^  timbered 
vale  the  imagination  can  picture^    Surrounded  by  hills  of 
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magpie  attraction  ,  the  mind ,  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
luxuriant  charms  of  nature ,  feels  here  every  better  feeling 
of  the  heart  raised  in  love  and  adoration  towards  the 
divine  author  of  such  inestimable  benefits  ,  as  those  ,  bj 
which  we  were  encompassed  ,  the  manifestation  ^at  once 
of  the  power,  and  love  of  God.  Such  a  scene  is  the 
best  of  all  churches ;  here  may  man  offer  up  his  silent 
ptayer,  here  pour  forth  his  thanks  with  as.  perfect  a  re- 
liance in  the  acceptance  of  both ,  at  the  throne  of  grace , 
as  when  uttered  beneath  the  stately  dome ,  and  'with 
all  the  attendant  pomp ,  and  splendour  of  ecclesiastical 
parade ,  such  as  characterized  the  religious  obierTancea 
within  the  walls  of  the  monastery. 

Here  in  addition  to  the  judicious  arrangements  made 
for  the  safe  detention,  and  punishment  by  hard  laboar 
of  the  prisoners ,  an  unexceptionable  asylum  is  formed  9 
for  individuals  suffering  from  mental  abberation,  and 
never  did  I  experience  a  more  exquisite  sentiment  of 
delight  than  when  inspecting  this  ,  in  every  department 
excellent  institution. 

To  my  great  regret  Mr.  Lindpainter,  the  x  director  of 
this  admirable  establishment  was  absent  on  business 
connected  with  his  office ,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  Mr.  Habel ,  and "  it  was  not  till 
stating  the  object  I  had  m  view  in  pressing  my  wish, 
that  the  gentleman ,  second  in  authority ,  granted  me 
permission  to  see  that  part  of  the  institution  appropriated 
to  the  sufferers  from  mental  derangement ;  for  generally 
to  spare  them  as  much  as  possible,  the  medical  attendants 
are  averse  to  their  being  visited  j  but  here  as  well  as  in 
every  part  of  the  Dukedom ,  I  experienced  .  from  the 
officers  of  government  every  attention  ,*  facility  being 
afforded  me  every  where  ,  for. gaining  information  ^or  my 
work. 

IB* 
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Here  as  at  Diets,  every  tLing  for  the  use  of  the  pri- 
soners   is  mannfactared    by  themselves,    even   to  the  very 
coffin    M'hich  enshrouds    them    after    death ,    two   being  in 
a    state     of   forwardness    when    we    were    inspecting    the 
establishment ;    bnt  the  absence  of  the  vile  chain  with  its 
accompanyment ,    the  iron  ball ,  is    here  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  regulations  at  Dietz.     Here  the  classifieation 
of   prisoners    is    most    excellent,    and    its    salutary  effects 
have  been   most    clearly    demonstrated.     The  one  class  of 
offenders    are    subject  to  solitary  conftnement,    the  objeet 
being  with  these  unfortunate  wretches  to  effect  if  possible 
an   improvement    of  morals    by    this    means ,     and   a    con- 
sequent  restoration   to  their  families ,    as  useful  members 
of  society ;  and  so  strict  are  they  in  enforcing  this  punish- 
ment ,    that  even  during  tbe   hour  when  cleaning  the  cells 
and   rooms ,     which    are  kept  remarkably   neat ,    the  pri« 
soners    are  not   suffered   to    exchange    a   word   with  each 
other.     The  confinement    at  this  place    is  more    to   be  re- 
garded   as    the    happy    means    of  reclaiming,    rather  than 
as  a  punishment ,  and  the  offences  are  consequently  mnch 
less  aggravated  generally,    indeed   in  some  cases  the   pu- 
nishment seemed  disproportioned  to  the  faults   committed 
too  many  of  the  male  culprits ,    being   in  confinement  for 
offences  against  the  game  and  forest  laws ,    while  most  of 
the    women,    several    of  them  young,    and  modest,    good 
looking  girls ,    were  committed  for  various  periods  ,    from 
2  to    5   years    for     loose     and    abandoned    conduct.     One 
poor  girl ,  I  was  afterwards  told  had  been  systematically 
seduced,    and   then    deserted   to   shame    and  penury  by  a 
profligate  villain ,    who  at  length  to  get  rid  of  the  impor- 
tanities    of  the  imfortanate   victim   of  his  seductive  arts, 
kid  tlurosgk   his   machinations  obtained  her  confinement , 
M  a  dbMhrte  and  abandoned  character.    Among  the  ladies 
lemiaaTj  was  one,    whom  they  were  endeavouring 
i^  in  tka  pathf  of  sobriety,    from  which  slraight 
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path  it  seems  she  had  stranj^cly  serpentined.  Were  all 
memhers  of  the  fair  sex  of  the  lower  orders  in  England 
to  be  so  punished,  what  a  manifest  improvement  would 
soon  be  perceptible  in  the  streets  of  London ,  in  the 
absence  of  these  wretched  beings.  In  this  inveterate 
drunkard^  this  was  the  third  offence,  and  she  was  removed 
to  the  place,  only  to  be  kept  out  of  harm's  way. 

We  now  proceeded  with  the  keeper  to  the  part  of 
the  building  appropriated  to  the  lunatic  patients,  and 
while  conversing  witjii  our  attendant  in  their  general  room, 
the  unfortunate  beings  entered  from  their  afternoon's  walk. 
They  were  one  and  all  extremely  orderly  in  their  deport- 
ment ,  each  took  off  his  cap  and  saluted  us ,  and  in  many 
there  was  such  an  expression  of  composure  that  no  one 
would  have  imagined  reason  had  resigned  her  empire  o'er 
the  brain ;  some  in  passing  grinned  hideously  upon  us  , 
some  seemed  to  regard  us  with  an  expression  of  anger, 
as  would  have  caused  in  me  a  sensation  of  fear  for  my 
personal  safety,  had  the  keeper  been  absent;  others  sur- 
veyed Us  with  curiosity ,  while  some  few  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  embarrassment  into  which  my  situation  threw  me> 
and  which  I  believe  I  could  not  conceal. 

In  one  corner  of  the  room  is  a  small  space  parti* 
tioncd  off  with  strong  round  iron  bars,  and  door  of  the 
same  material ,  where  the  keeper  sleeps ,  (sleep  did  I 
say!)  surrounded  by  perhaps  fifty  or  more  of  these  de- 
.  plorable  beings.  What  remuneration  can  possibly  recom- 
pense a  man  for  such  an  office,  for  a  constant  communion 
with  such  unfortunates? 

We  wore  now  shewn  into  several  private  sleeping 
rooms ,  for  gentlemen  of  property ,  whose  friends  have 
placed  them  here  for  safety.  These  were  furnished , 
with  a  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  occupants ,  and 
were  replete  with  every  comfort.  There  is  also  an  ex- 
cellently   well    furnished    sitting   room,    with    a    billiard 
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table ;^  where  the  different  private  lunatics  assemble;  bere 
the  ^oTernor,  secretary,  and  medical  g^entlemen  visit  th^ 
patients,  takin[j^  tea  with  them  generally  once  or  twice  a 
week.  The  private  rooms ,  board,  attendance  etc.  accords 
with  the  payment  made.  The  highest  sum  paid  is  1,000 
guldens  or  L.  H6  —  fl.  500  or  L.  41  10  p.  fl.  300  or 
23  L.  and  100  or  L.  8  sterling  per  an.  For  this  latter 
sum  the  lunatic  is  also  clothed. 

It  is  impossible  too  highly  to  speak  of  the  arrange* 
ments  of  this  place;  the  kindness  .evinced  towards  the' 
confined  is  beyond  all  praise.  The  excellence  of  the 
food,  (we  saw  the  supper  carrying  out  of  the  kitchen)^ 
the  cleanliness  of  the  rooms ,  beds ,  the  large  open  bath ' 
in  the  garden,  in  which  the  water  is  turned  on  in  the 
morning  to  be  tempered  by  the  atmostphere,  the  excellent 
bot  and  cold  baths  in  the  house ,  and  which  all  are  ob» 
liged  to  use;  (water  being  considered  one  of  the  safest^ 
and  surest  means  of  cure ) ,  the  fine  gardens ,  and  charm- 
ing  shady  walks ,  for  the  use  of  the  afflicted ,  the  means 
bere  adopted  for  the  cure  as  well  as  safe  detelition  of 
the  deranged  are  so  judicious ,  that  it  would  be  worth 
the  attention  of  all  governments,  erecting  such  institutions, 
to  take  an  example  by  this. 

After  visiting  the  least  afflicted  of  the  patients,  and 
surveying  all  the  arrangements  made  for  their  comfort » 
experiencing^  (as  far  as  jdeasure  under  such  circum- 
stances can  be  enjoyed),  a  high  gratification,  in  contem- 
plating such  means  for  alleviating  the  distress  of  our 
fellow  creatures ,  we  were  conducted  to  the  incurable  ^ 
and  raving  -  mad  wards.  Passing  through  the  garden  to 
a  distinct  building ,  erected  for  the  purpose ,  we  heard 
at  some  considerable  distance  from  this  scene  of  bnman' 
degradation  and  misery ,  the  confused  and  mingled*  souttdft 
of  mirth,  and  woe,  song,  prayer  and  .detilaaiatkfftofi 
these  poor  creatures  not  onis'wi 
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luch  a  regard  seemed  to  be  evinced  for  their  qom* 
,  (as  far  as  corporally  sucL  could  be  administered  to 
eings  incapable  of  estimating  the  enjoyments  of  life),  as 
was  highly  gratifying.  In  their  actions  many  evinced  the 
ruling  passion  which  had  agitated ,  and  most  likely  had 
deprived  them  of  reason's  empire.  One  played  vrith  his 
cap ,  and  seemed  to  regard  it  as  the  globe ,  and  each 
compartment  as  a  quarter  of  the  earth  ;  another  falling 
so  violently  oii  his  knees ,  I  thought  he  must  have  hurt 
himself,  frequently  crossed  his  face,  and  breast,  and 
vras  loud  in  prayer ;  another  imitated  a  performer  on  the 

violin,    while    with    his  voice    he  uttered  sounds,    scarce 

• 

human,  and  fancied  his  a  song.  One  hearing  me  speak 
in  English  to  my  son ,  addressed  me  in  the  language , 
and  setting  aside  a  strange  expression  of  countenance , 
and  a  hurried  manner  in  speaking,  appeared  rational  in 
his  answers.  I  was  glad  to  hurry  from  this  scene  of 
human  misery ,  and  mental  prostration.  We  now  in- 
spected the  bath  room ;  the  room  for,  (tis  sad  to  write  it), 
necessary  restraint  and  correction,  for  this  system  must 
sometimes  be  resorted  to.  In  this  room  were  chairs ,  in 
which  the  refractory  are  occasionally  strapped  to  prevent 
their  injuring  others  or  themselves.  Strait  waistcoats  of 
all  descriptions ,  and  a  small  tread  mill ,  as  a  punishment 
for  the  violent^  and  v?ho  alone  by  such  harsh  means  can 
be  managed.  Bedsteads  in  the  different  rooms  were  of 
diverse  forms,  and  constructions ;  many  with  stuffed  sides, 
that  the  unfortunate  occupants  could  not  in  any  sudden 
paroxism  possibly  injure  themselves :  in  fact  never  did 
I  behold  any  human  institutioil  so  perfect  as  the  one 
here  described,  in  my  life. 

It  is  well  worth  the  consideration ,  even  of  many  of 
my  countrymen  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  friends 
or  relatives  so  afflicted ,  and  who ,  for  not  half  the  ad- 
vantages   that   are    here    embraced,    pay    enormously   in 
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-similftr  sitnationa  in  their  ovrn  countrj ,  ^liether  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  place  such  unfortunates  in  tbis  estab- 
lisbment.  Here  in  so  fine  a  climate  tbat  its  equal  is 
bardly  to  be  found ,  in  a  country  tbe  beauty  of  scenery 
in  wblch  bas  bardly  a  parallel ,  tbe  luxuriance  of  wbich 
is  proverbial  even  to  superfluity :  bere  surrounded  by 
every  comfort ,  and  daily  attended  by  medical  men , 
appointed  by  tbe  goyernment,  of  tbe  big^hest  professional 
talent,  the  remuneration,  including  every  possible  expence 
amounting^  to  less  than  a  hundred  pounds  for  the  table 
and  attendance  of  a  g^entleman  of  fortune ,  and  so  im 
proportion  dovrn  to  L  8  p.  annum. 

If  rig^htly  I  recollect ,  for  similar  advantag^es  (except 
as  to  climate ,  so  necessary  to  the  recovery  .of  patients) , 
in  such  establishments  in  England,  the  payment  is  quad- 
ruple tbat  paid  in  this  most  excellently  conducted  insti- 
tution;  -an  institution  that  reflects  the  highest  honour  on 
its  projector,  aud  the  greatest  credit  on  its  conductors. 

I  am  not  certain  vrhether  such  really  is  the  case  ,  but 
it   is    reported,    that  the    gentleman    at   the    head   of  this 
establishment,    never    had    an   idea  of  giving  bis  valuable 
services   to  such  an  object,    but  the  injudicious  treatment 
of   the    poor    maniac  baviog  long  occupied  bis  serious  at- 
tention ,    urged   by    a  feeling    of   humanity    be    committed 
to  paper    his    vievrs    on    the   suliject  of  an  improved  mode 
of  treatment.     Through    some  means  ,    tbis  matter  coming 
to    the   bnovrlcdge    of  the  Duke  ,    be    requested   be  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  th^  paper ,  and  after  a 
careful    jierusal    of   its    advantages    he    communicated    bis 
ivish   that  Mr.  L —    vrould    oblige,    him    by  undertakings 
(with  a  munificent  remuneration  for  his  valuable  services), 
tbe  entire  direction  of  this  institution ,  and  that ,    before 
described ,    at  Dictz.     Would   tbat  all   oflices   vrere  as  ju- 
diciously   disposed    of,    and   as  admirably  filled    as    this , 
at    once    evincing   the    patriotism  of  the  prince ,    and  tbe 
honour  and  humanity  of  the  subject. 
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With  an  o1>6eryation  or  two  IE  vrili  conclnde  my  re- 
mark on  tbis  place.  I  was  informed  by  the  attendant » 
that  of  the  indiyiduals  sufferings  from  mental  derangement, 
under  the  first  and  second  class  ,  the  {j^rcater  number 
owed  their  melancholy  situation  to  too  close  application 
to  study ,  and  that  many  of  the  g^eneral  patients  were 
subject  to  alienation  of  mind  from  relijj^ion^  or  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  fanaticism,  operating  on  a  weak  under- 
standing; but  that  from  the  excellent  medical  attendance » 
and  the  superior  general  treatment  of  the  patients ,  many 
haye  been,  and  continually  are  restored  to  reason  and 
society. 

We  were  now  shewn  the  recently  renoyated  church » 
which  altho'  of  uncommon  magnitude ,  is  curtailed  of  its 
fair  proportions  ,  since  the  period  when  the  whole  erection 
was  possessed  by  the  monks,  by  more  than  half,  the 
remaining  portion  being  conyerted  into  an  enormous  barn* 
What  the  effect  may  formerly  haye  been,  I  know  notf 
but  its  present  size,  and  architectural  form,  precludes 
all  possibility  of  hearing  a  word  of  the  seryice  from  the 
Uncommon  echo  produced  in  it.  Among  the  numerous 
monuments  of  yarious  divines  ,  who  no  doubt  were  well 
living  men  in  their  generation ,  but  which  being  looked 
upon  as  worthless,  were  buried  beneath  the  rubbish  of  the 
part  of  the  monastery  reduced  to  ruins,  but  afterwards 
were  disinterred ,  and  restored  to  grace  the  walls  of  the 
church ,  two  handsome  monuments  of  a  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Nassau ,  form  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  portly  divines 
of  Eberbach.  Is  it  not  strange  that  none  of  these  holy 
men,  of  rigid  abstinence,  mortification^  and  incessant 
study ,  were  of  a  Pharaoh's  lean  kine  ,  »  but  no  ,  not  one  , 
all  were  well  favoured  gentlemen  of  considerable  rotundity, 
and  as  I  surveyed  these  mementos  of  the  departed  great  ^ 
(I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  the  unhallowed  reminiscence, 
in  such  a  place),  the  recollection  of  the  stanza  of  a  song 
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entitled  «  the  friar , »  came  forcibly  to  my  recollection , 
it  runs  thus 

« After  supper  of  HeaTen  I  dream 

But  that  is  fat  pullets  and  clotted  cream,  m 

and  I  regret  to  say  I  <?aught  myself  bumming  tbe  nell 
known  air. 

After  tbanks  to  tbe  individual  wbo  bad  sbewn  us  over 
tbe  institution ,  and  our  cordial  acknoirledgments  to  tbose, 
wbo  permitted  us  to  survey  its  excellent  arrangements, 
we  bent  our  steps  on  a  wet  and  miserable  evening  for 
Erbacb,  at  wbicb  place,  seated  in  a  comfortable  warm 
room  of  tbe  inn,  and  witb  a  good  supper  before  us, 
we  soon  forgot  tbe  fatigues  of,  tbe  day,  and  only  treasured 
in  our  1*ecollection  its  enjoyments. 

Perfection  is  not  to  be  expected  in  tbe  institutions  of 
erring  man,  and  tbe  mortal  wbo  looks  for  sucb^  will 
find  bis  anticipations,  as  tbe  dream  of  bis  pillow,  un- 
stable ,  deceptive ;  tbus  perbaps  politically  speaking ,  but 
as  politics  is  a  ratber  tender  subject,  (and  as  I,  enjoying 
tbe  protection  of  tbe-  government  and  tbe  advantages  of 
a  residence  in  a  country^  so  in  every  respect  bless'd  as 
tbis,  am  suffered  quietly  and  to  my  beart's  content  to 
sojourn  amid  its  mucb  loved  scenes) ,  my  countrymen 
must  excuse  me  if  I  totally  exclude  tbis  subject  from  my 
work. 

At  five  in  tbe  morning  we  were  again  on  tbe  marcb 
for  bome,  - —  (sound  most  welcome  to  tbe  ear  of  an  Engtisb- 
man),  and  arriving  soon  at  Niederwalluff ,  crossed  by  tbe 
ferry  -  boat  tbe  majestic  Rbine  to  tbe  village  of  Budenbeim. 
Dry  and  cold  as  bad  been  tbe  spring  we  were  astonisbed 
at  tbe  bealtby  appearance  of  tbe  vegetables  growing 
between  tbis  place  and  Mombacb ,  tbe  wbole  of  tbe  land 
rigbt  and  left  being  witb  very  trifling  exceptions ,  devoted 
to  tbeir    cultivation    for  tbe    good   people  of  Mentz  $    at 
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wliich  place  at  0  o'clock  in  the  morninof  we  arrived ,  and 
hayingp  now  concluded  my  first  pedestrian  tour  in  search 
of  materials  for  my  work,  a  tour  of  something  more  than 
three  hundred  miles,  I  will  make  the  close  of  my  excur- 
sion f  at  the  same  time  the  conclusion  of  the  seventh 
chapter,  and  the  first  part  of  my  unassuming  hook* 
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CHAPTER    8. 

The  steam  Boat.  Royalty.  The  Jesuits.  A  holy  mtdal.  St. 
Goarshausen.  The  Katz.  Rafts  on  the  Rhine.  Valley  of  Rocks. 
Felsenthal.  View  over  the  Talley  of  rocks.  Patcrsbcr{];.  Village 
of  Reicheriberg.  A  country  lodging.  A  strong  proof  of  musical 
talent.  A  sermon.  Humanity's  last  home.  An  unmannerly  cur. 
Recollections  of  Euston  park.  Simplicity  and  loye.  A  fairy  hom«. 
The  Hasenthal.  Mental  and  corporeal  connection.  A  majestic 
Tineyardr  A  family  of  naturals,  hut  not  in  love  with  natur«. 


^^n  the  I8t1i  June,  it  iras  a  miserable  ivet  morning  and 
the  first  we  had  experienced  since  several  weeks,  we  departed 
Ly  the  steamboat  for  St.  Goarshausen,  and  determining  my 
family  should  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  tbe  country, 
and  enjoy  the  renoTatiug  breezes  of  the  Rhine ,  I  took 
my  better  half,  my  two  little  girls  and  my  younger  son 
with  me. 

Drawing:    a  comparison  between  the  charge  or  passage 
money  demanded    on   board   this  boat,    and  that  paid  on 
board    our  beautiful   yessels  navigating  the  Thames,    and 
other  rivers  of  England ,    nd  individual  could  possibly  be 
more  loud  in  bis  complaints  than  myself.     To    grumble   I 
am  sure ,  if  not  an  acknowledged  privilege ,  is  a  practice 
not  very  uncommon  with  most  members  of  the  Bull  family, 
and    I   but   too   frequently   feel   bow  much    my   own  dis- 
position  leads  me  that   way*     Soeh  was  the  peculiar  eoi 
stitution  *of  my  tewper  oa  this  4mj  9:  Mid  l-jBOiui^tf 
precedents  to  justify  the  n—nidbfe  feilii||yii^ 
of  all  the  agreeaUto 
pared  with  tJ 
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hut  as  before  condemninj*: ,  (a  most  ungraeions  task ) ,  I 
am  always  desirous  of  sucli  information  as  may  prevent 
my  becomin|f  unjust ,  I  endeavoured  to  make  myself 
master  of  the  matter  in  all  its  hearing^s.  The  company 
navi(y'ating^  the  Rhine  from  Golog^ne  to  Mentz  has  been 
considered  a  monopoly ,  and  it  has  been  affirmed  they 
had  obtained  an  exclusive  right  from  the  gpovernment  for 
ten  years  ,  to  navigpate  the  stream ,  and  which  period 
expires  this  season.  This  is  also  as  I  am  told ,  incorrect, 
no  exclusive  privelege  was  granted  the  company ,  for  on 
petition ,  the  same  favour  might  have  been  acceeded  to 
any  speculatists  disposed  to  oppose  them.  The  only  com- 
plaint that  can  possibly  be  advanced  against  the  oompanyj 
(for  all  their  arrangements  are  excellent^  and  th^  aecom- 
modation  ou  board  unexceptionable) ,  is  that  the  charges 
are  ,  as  compared  with  those  of  our  vessels ,  navigating 
the  Thames  and  other  rivers  of  England ,  much  too  high ; 
but  in  justification  of  the  company  it  may  be  advanced^ 
that  at  the  period  when  they  had  the  public  spirit  to 
commence  the  undertaking  no  steam  boat  had  been  seen 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  Rhine ;  that  the  expences  ,  from 
their  own ,  and  the  ignorance  of  those  employed  in>  the 
construction  of  their  vessels ',  was  at  first  enormous ; 
that  they  have  been  necessitated  to  import  at  a  heavy 
cost  all  their  machinery  from  England  ;  to  pay  a  heavy 
duty  upon  the  same  ;  that  they  are  subject  to  excessive 
river  dues,  as  a  compensation  for  the  injury  sustained  in 
the  several  States  thro'  which  they  pass ,  to  the  posting 
in  the  same. 

The  result  of  all  thes^  opposing  circumstances  was 
severe  losses  at  the  commencement  of  the  undertaking, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  for  continuing  high  prices) 
first ,  to  cover  these  losses  ,  and  subsequently  to  remu- 
nerate them  for  the  employment  of  their  capital:  this 
was    only  fair.     Nothing  can  possibly    be  superior  to  the 
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table  d'kdte  t  and  iu  fact  to  all  the  arrangements  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  patricians;  so  much 
cannot  he  said  for  the  comfort  of  the  pafisen^ers  in  the 
second  cahin ;  here  ^ith  the  impossibility  of  pacing  the 
deck  from  its  being  occupied  by  my  lord*8  horses  and 
carriages ,  is  to  be  added  the  consequent  delight  arising 
from  close  amalgamation  ^ith  all  descriptions  of  bipeds , 
the  crowded  cabin  being  the  only  place  left  for  the  pas- 
sengers ;  this  with  the  combined  effluvia  of  the  stable 
above ,  and  the  no  less  delectable  smells  below  from  the 
fumes  of  vile  tobacco,  issuing  from  Meerschaums ,  which 
have  descended  as  heir  -  looms  from  one  generation  to 
another ,  and  been  smoked  for  a  quarter  of  a-  century » 
is'  (the  price  considered  that  is  paid  for  such  agrements)^ 
subject  of  complaint,  when  the  same  is  compared  with 
the  charges  in  England.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  as  a  new 
eompany  is  about  to  be  formed,  that  the  present  one, 
(so  really  superior  as  it  is  in  all  other  respects),  will  by 
making  a  salutary  concession  to  public  opinion ,  insure 
the  continued  patronage  of  their  friends:  —  at  all  events 
the  public  at  large  must  benefit  by  the  competition. 

Passing  Biberich,  already  mentioned  in  the  first  part 
of  my  work,  with  a  hurried  glance  at  the  house  of 
my  friend  Mr.  E  —  under  whose  hospitable  roof  I  dis'^ 
covered  that  they  grow  a  very  excellent  wine  in  this  place, 
I  reflected  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  regard  and  admira- 
tion on  the  character  of  that  conservative y  (in  its  best 
sense  applied).  Air.  H — ,  also  living  here,  and  felt  how 
greatly  the  pleasure  of  my  residence  in  Germany  was 
enhanced  in  my  acquaintance  with  him.  Walluf,  Elt- 
ville ,  Erbach ,  and  Hattenheim  were  left  on  our  right , 
and  Ingelheim  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream ,  as  wet 
directed  our  course  for  Bingen.  My  readers  will  not  I 
trust  imagine  me  deficient  in  legitimate  good  feeling,  that 
I  omitted  to  mention  our  having  laid  to  for  a  few  minutes 
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at  Eltfelt  to  talie  on  board  his  majesty  of  Greece ,  king 
Otho ,  son  of  Bavaria ;  several  whiskered  attendants ,  a 
Greek  aid  de  Gamp ,  a  fine  good  looking  fellow ,  in  a 
handsome  national  costume ,  and  tho'  last ,  not  least  in 
my  estimation,  (begging  her  highness  pardon  for  my  want 
of  gallantry  in  not  placing  her  first  on  my  list),  the  sister 
of  his  majesty ,  more  pleasing  in  person ,  manners ,  and 
address  than  the  whole  of  the  whiskered  fry ,  lace ,  rib- 
bons, and  orders  included,  and  a  little,  (my  wife  thought) 
pretty  maid   of  honour. 

Gliding  past  Johannisberg ,  a  fat  good  natured  German 
standing  near  me  ,  and  I  believe  one  of  king  Otho's  at- 
tendants, (I  fancied  him  either  chaplain  or  cook),  evinced 
in  the  application  of  the  back  of  his  hand,  drawn  horizontally 
across  his  cavern  of  a  mouth,  a  sort  of  watery  affection 
of  that  feature ,  at  the  bare  mention  of  the  name  of  the 
celebrated  hill. 

To  us  in  England  king  Otho  has  been  represented  as 
a  young  man  of  a  singularly  forbidding  aspect,  indeed 
so  far  has  misrepresentation  gone ,  .  as  to  describe  him 
scarcely  human.  As  handsome  I  will  not  describe  him, 
but  highly  interesting  are  the  features  of  this  scion 
of  royalty ,  himself  too  king  of  so  turbulent  a  people , 
that  I  fancy  he  f^lt  himself  more  at  home  on  board  oar 
steam  -  vessel ,  than  in  Greece  guiding  the  helm  of  the 
vessel  of  state.  There  was  an  expression  in  his  coun- 
tenance so  soft  and  tranquil ,  that  I  should  say  it  almost 
amounted  to  a  melancholy  indication  of  feeling,  and  yet 
an  occasional  smile  when  conversing  with  his  very  inte- 
resting sister,  was  peculiarly  agreeable  and  attractive.  His 
general  character  is  represented  as  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  expression  of  his  countenance ,  mild ,  benevolent^ 
and  good. 

My  readers  are  most  likely  aware  that  the  Grecian 
monarch  is   Kccond  son  of  his  majesty   of  Bavaria ,   whom 
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the  elect  in  Eng^land  would  denominate  a  prince ,  the  Ter  j 
pink  of  piety ,  for  by  this  monarch  the  monasteries  are 
about  to  be  restored  throughout  his  dominions  in  all  their 
pristine  splendour,  and  usefulness;  this  sovereig^n  in  his 
fatherly  care  for  the  salvation  of  the  people .  by  divine 
providence  committed  to  his  care ,,  intends  to  commit  the 
instruction  of  the  rising  generation  throughout  his  do- 
minions to  the  holy  Jesuits ,  that  blessed  race  of  men , 
and  for  that  purpose  has  invited  them  to  his  happy  realm* 
This  pious  king  has  recently  had  a  holy  medal  manufactured, 
wearing  which  with  faith,  and  being  a  zealous  upholder 
of  Church  and  State ,  it  affords  protection  to  the  wearer 
from  all  ills ,  both  of  body  and  soul ;  these  medals ,  by  • 
Bishop  consecrated,  and  sold  according  to  the  standard 
value  of  the  metal  at  from  six  to  twenty  four  kreutzers,  I 
doubt  not  will  soon  attract  the  attention  of  the  capitalists, 
and  be  quoted  with  Spanish  bonds,  and  such  like  valuakle 
stocky  in  the  general  course  of  exchange.  Some  of  these 
medals  have  I  hear  reached  this  happy  town  ,  I  shall  pur* 
chase  a  few  for  my  friends  in  England,  troubled  with  aches 
and  pains ,  and  advise  them  to  lay  aside  all  the  remedies, 
recommended  by  ancient  dames ,  and  antiquated  spinsters 
(so  infallible  with  many) ,  and  substitute  the  never  failing 
medal,  ^f  which  the  pious  may  find  a  long  account  in  the 
Frankfort  paper  of  17  August  1856,  in  which  the  public 
are  informed  that  Louis  Philip  was  preserved  from  death, 
when  Fieshi  made  his  murderous  attack  upon  the  gold' 
despising  monarch  in  consequence  alone  of  his  wearing 
onef  of  these  holy  medals. 

Bingen ,  Klopp  castle ,  and  Bhrenfels  will  each  be  ob- 
jects of  description  in  a  future  pedestrian  tour,  when  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  them ;  as  will  also  other 
beautiful  and  interesting  objects  on  the  Rhine ,  which  in. 
the  hurry  of  the  passage  on  board  a  steamer ,  it  is  quite 
impossible  to   describe;   therefore  passing  over  many  of 
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those  fast  mouldering  piles ,  which  attract  so  much  the 
attention  and  admiration  of  the  traveller  on  the  banks  of 
this  renowned  stream,  we  greeted  the  once  mig^hty  Guten> 
fels  9  and  the  insulated  Pfalz ,  already  described ;  and 
feeling  a  chill  in  passing  the  rocks  of  Lurley ,  in  the 
recollection  of  our  former  lofty  excursion  to  their  heights, 
hastened  to  the  main  object  of  this  tour ,  Reichenberg , 
the  majestic  and  the  lovely ,  and  to  wander  midst  the 
smiling  beauties  of  its  scenery ,  the  awful  grandeur  of  its 
stupendous  rocks .  and  o*er  the  fast  decaying  remnants  of* 
its  former  greatness ,  its  grand  and  massive  ruins.  But 
I  am  wandering  too  fast  from  the  mighty  Rhine,  lovely 
as  it  is  sublime ,  and  so  celebrated  in  its  history  ^  that 
it  claims  more  honour  from  the  poet's  pen  than  can  my 
humble  muse  e'er  sing. 

At  ten  o'clock^  we  arrived  at  St.  Goar,  where  being 
delayed  some  time  to  see  the  departure  of  the  youthful 
king  for  Goblence ,  the  vessel  waiting  till  some  of  his 
attendants  had  been  on  shore  to  make  arrangements  for 
his  majesty's  return  at  night  to  sleep.  So  soon  as  the 
steamer  waa  under  weigh  we  engaged  a  boatman  to  convey 
us  over^  to  St.  Goarshansen,  proposing  from  thence  'during 
our  stay  in  the  neighbourhood  to  pay  a  visit  to  St.  Goar 
and  Rheinfels. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  were  landed  in  this  romantic, 
lovely  spot,  where  after  partaking  of  an  excellent  dinner 
and  a  glass  of  superior  Rhein  wine ,  we  took  a  survey 
of  this  charming  place.  Its  situation  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  lovely  on  the  stream ,  and  if  one  may  judge  by 
the  family  of  mine  host,  it  must  be  one  of  the  most  sa- 
lubrious. Four  generations  of  this  family  are  living  together 
in  the- enjoyment  of  perfect  health  and  harmony;  the  son 
of  the  landlord,  a  youth  about  10  years  old,  the  mother 
of  the  boy ,  his  grandfatber  and  grand  mother ,  and  his 
great  grandmother;  a  healthy  matron,  of,  I  should  think 

at 
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at  least  90 ;  clieerful ,  free  from  pain  and  in  possession 
of  all  her  faculties.  The  inn ,  in  front  of  irhich  is  a 
charming  shady  iralk ,  faces  the  silver  stream ,  and  imme- 
diately opposite  to  it ,  is  the  sweetly  situated  town  of  St. 
Goar ,  ^yith  a  hack  -  g^round  of  lofty  hills  shadowed  by 
hang^ng^  woods,  with  the  magnificent  ruins  of  Rheinfels« 
Directly  behind  the  house  of  Mr.  Nathan  is  an  extensive 
garden  with  a  summer  house ,  commanding  the  vine- 
yards beyond  his  garden,  and  the  stupendous  rocks  which 
terminate  the  view,  and  which  with  a  natural  wall  en- 
close this  charming  place. 

Accompanied  by  a  woman  who  lives  at  the  foot  of 
the  rocky  mountain,  and  has  the  key  of  the  door  by 
which  you  obtain  admission  to  the  ruined  castle  of  the 
Katz,  or  new  Katzenellenbogen ,  we  proceeded  to  a  sur- 
Tey  of  these  romantic  ruins.  The  ascent  is  rather  fatigue- 
ing,  but  every  thing  has  been  done  by  the  proprietor 
€olonel  Ghmielinsky,  by  steps  cut  in  the  rock  to  facilitate 
the  approach  to  it. 

This  formerly  very  strong  castle  was  built  in  1593 
by  count  John  Katzenellenbogen.  It  often  changed  its 
possessors ,  for  by  the  extinction  of  this  noble  house  the 
estates  of  the  family  came  to  different  branches  of  the 
Hessian  dynasty ,  and  the  Katz  became  the  residence  of 
several  branches  of  that  family.  It  has  been  affirmed  the 
houae  Katzenellenbogen  originally  came  from  the  country 
adjacent  to  the  Melibocus  ,  the  part  of  the  country ,  oc- 
cupied in  the  time  of  the  Roman  possession  of  the  land 
by  a  warlike  people  called  the  Katten,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  to  this  circumstance  both  family  and  castle 
may  owe  their  name. 

The  deeds  of  many  a  chivalrous  knight  deserve  no 
doubt  to  be  sung  in  defence  of  this  finely  situated  fortress, 
and  those  of  many  a  robber  noble  ,  merit  equally  to  be 
recorded  for  the  display  of  valour,  bnt  these  achievements 
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Qre  so  mixed  up  ivith  the  romantic  9  and  fabnlous  ,  and 
fvithout  peculiar  interest,  while  the  part  it  enacted  in 
the  great  struggle  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  during 
the  50  years  war  was  so  unimportant,  that  I  will  not 
detain  the  reader  in  relating  the  historical  and  fabulona 
connected  with  the  Katz ,  only  observing  that  in  1806 
it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  was  garrisoned 
by  them  for  some  time.  But  that  which  was  intended  to 
obtain  for  the  poor  Katz,  or  Gat,  the  favonrable  notice 
of  Napoleon ,  was  the  cause  of  its  final  destruction ,  for 
receiving  from  the  garrison  on  his  passing  down  the 
stream  a  salute  of  honour,  the  Emperor,  conceiving  once 
by  mistake  a  ball  might  find  its  way  into  the  cannon , 
and  not  prove  quite  so  agreeable  as  complimentory^  ordered 
the  demolition  of  the  poor  Katz. 

In  this  most  interesting  ruin ,  the  gentleman  to  whom 
it  belongs ,  has  evinced  considerable  taste ,  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the'  patches  of  ground  for  small  gardens, 
where  the  soil  has  sufficient  depth  to  admit  of  shrubs 
and  flowers  taking  root ,  by  planting  the  same ;  on 
more  extensive  pieces  he  has  cultivated  the  grape ,  and  I 
hear  in  favourable  seasons  has  made  a  very  agreeable 
flavoured  wine.  On  the  very  summit  of  the  rock  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  gathering  some  fine  wild  strawberries. 

While  inspecting  these  picturesque  ruins ,  from  a 
small  neatly  furnished  room  fitted  np  by  the  proprietor 
with  very  good  taste ,  a  raft  of  magnitude  passed  beneath 
us,  which  in  its  navigation  is  here  of  more  interest  than 
at  any  other  part  of  the  river.  Surveying  it,  and  the 
scene  altogether,  through  the  various  coloured  panes  of 
glass  of  which  the  gothic  window  is  composed,  the  effect 
is  at  once  strange  and*  pleasing.  The  view  through  the 
orange  coloured  pane,  gave  to  the  landscape  the  tints  of 
the  setting  son ,  while  that  of  the  dark  purple  imparted 
to    the    scene    the    appearance   of  the    approach  of  night 
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It  was  really  amusing  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  men 
on  hoard  the  raft  thro'  the  several  coloured  panes  ,  and 
to  listen  to  the  iodistinct  hlending^  of  their  voices  with 
the  splashing  of  the  water,  produced  hy  the  working  of 
the  ^  oars.  Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  holding  a 
situation  of  considerahle  trust  under  the  government, 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  admeasurement ,  and 
collecting  of  the  dues  on  the  rafts  ,  passing ,  or  formed 
at  Mentz,  I  ohtained  the  following  authentic  information, 
which  to  many  of  my  readers ,  who  have  heard  of  these 
floating  communities  may  not  he  unacceptable. 

The  immense  rafts  which  pass  down  the  Rhine  for 
Holland ,  are  constructed  chiefly  at  Mentz  ,  from  smaller 
floats  collected  at  this  place  from  the  Xeckar  and  the 
Main.  The  timber  forming  these  mighty  floating  masses, 
is  mostly  the  produce  of  the  Black  forest,  Spessart  and 
Odenwald,  and  the  reader  may  form  some  icJea  of  their 
magnitude  when  told  that  it  often  requires  from  500  to. 
SOO  men  to  build ,  and  navigate  tliem  to  Holland.  For- 
merly cattle  were  taken  and  slaughtered  on  board  for 
the  men ,  but  at  present  ship  beef  is  taken  in  preference 
to  live  cattle.  From  the  time  the  men  are  engaged, 
to  the  period  of  their  arrival  in  Holland,  not  less  than 
five  or  six  weeks  elapses,  and  for  this  period  with  his, 
board ,  each  man  receives  from  8  to  0  guldens ; .  and  with 
economy,  (having  to  walk  bac^  from  Holland)  he  may 
save  perhaps  half  of  this  amount,  a  sorry  remuneration  for 
his  time  and  labour.  The  following  is  an  explanation  of; 
a  raft  of  92830  hundred  weight,  now  before  me,  namely 
34IIOXwt.  fir  timber,  and  38720  Gwt.  oak  timber.  On 
this  same  raft  were  the.  following  buildings.  —  i.  Room 
for  the  cooks  and  bread  cutters.  2.  Kitchen.  5.  Bake- 
office.  4.  Apartment  for  the  upper  cook.  5.  Washhouse.. 
6.  Work  shops  of  the  carpenters  and  cooper.  7.  Hen 
coops.    8.  Dwelling  of  the  proprietor.    0.  Entrance  to  the. 
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same.  10.  Dining  rooms.  1 1 .  Counting-  house^  12.  Sleeping 
rooms.  15.  and  14.  Rooms  appropriated  to  tbe  proprietors. 
15.  Seryants  rooms.  I(>.  Mag^azine  for  proyisions.  17.  Open 
saloon ,  often  decorated  -ivith  taste  and  adorned  with 
Howers.  18.  Beer  room.  19.  Six  buts  for  the  steers -men, 
fifty  in  each  hut.  20.  Stalls  for  the  cattle.  21.  Slaughter- 
house. 22.  Ilut  for  7.  cbief  steers  -  men.  22.  Rooms  for 
ropes   and  o^eneral  stowage. 

The  value  of  such  a  float  is  so  immense,  that  generally 
various  parties  form  a  partnership  in  the  same ,  dividing 
expence  and  profit  on  its  breaking  up  in  Holland;  alone 
the  duty  paid  to  each  state,  through  the  territories  of 
which,  the  mighty  Rhine  transports  this  floating  community, 
amounting  to  a  considerable   fortune. 

Some  years  back  it  was  customary  for  one  or  more 
of  the  proprietors  to  accompany  the  raft  throughout  the 
whole  distance ,  and  then  a  certain  degree  of  magnificence 
was  observed  in  the  fitting  up,  in  the  living,  and  in  the 
amusements  of  the  merchants ,  at  each  town  before  which 
the  raft  stopped ,  the  friends  being  invited  to  feast  on 
the  azure  waters  of  the  lovely  stream.  Of  late  years, 
greatly  to  the  regret  of  the  ever  cheerful  Rheinlander, 
this  custom  has  been  abolished,  the  proprietor  generally 
preferring  the  more  expeditious  conveyance  of  the  steam* 
boat  between  each  station,  and  the  diminished  expence; 
the  reduction  in  profit  tjirough  competition  cooling  the 
zest  for  splendid  and  luxurious  living. 

The  friend  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  above  in- 
formation afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  one 
of  the  huge  rafts  by  an  introduction  to  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors. Most  comfortable  were  the  arrangements  on  the 
leviathan,  and  if  splendour  formerly  charactericed  more  than 
at  present  the  dwelling  of  the  owner ,  and  luxury  crowned 
his  board  more  sumptuously,  at  all  events  hospitality  has 
not  taken   wing   with    either ,    for   never  did  I  witness  a 
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l^reater  manifestation  of  the  feeling  in  the  entreaty  to 
partidipate  in  the  good  things  placed  before  me,  or  see 
them  in  greater  abundance.  We  now  descended  from  our 
visit  to  the  upper  regions  ,  and  crossing  the  rude  stone 
bridge  at  the  foot  of  the  rock ,  under  the  arch  of  which 
flows  the  wat^r  which  finds  its  passage  through  the  Felsen- 
thai ,  or  yalley  of  rocks ,  by  many  denominated  the  Swiss 
Talley.  Here  you  turn  to  the  left  immediately  under  the 
old  wall  of  the  small  town  of  St.  Goarshausen,  which 
formerly  was  connected  with ,  and  included  within  the 
circuit  of  defences  of  the  castle  aboTC.  At  the  commence* 
ment  of  this  singularly  romantic  valley,  which  combines 
the  lovely  with. the  wild,  the  sublime  with  the  pastoral, 
and  the  luxuriant  with  the  sterile ;  the  mountain  ,  covered 
with  wood,  on  which  the  ruined  castle  stands  encloses 
the  valley  on  the  right,  while  a  majestic  rocky  hill  on' 
the  left,  feathered  to  its  very  summit  with  the  most 
luxuriant  grapes ,  forms  a  gratifying  boundary  to  the  view, 
and  seems  completely  to  shut  the  traveller  out  from  all 
thie  rest  of  the  world.  I  use  the  term  gratifying  not  in 
the  unsocial  acceptation  the  above  sentence  would  seem 
to  convey ,  but  as  conveying  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  in 
contemplating  what  human  industry,  and  perseverance  can 
effect.  Shelves  or  terraces  are  here  errected  to  enable 
the  sons  of  labour  to  steal  from  the  barren  rock  patches 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  grape ;  to  these  terraces ,  soil , 
and  manure ,  are  carried  on  their  heads  by  the  peasant  ^ 
and  his  industrious  family,  and  thus  the  vine  on  these 
spots ,  snatched  from  the  sterile  rock ,  luxuriates  in  all 
its  native  beauty,  and  ^ipenened  by  the  glorious  sun, 
affords  an  abundant  return  to  the  industrious ,  for  the 
application  of  their  time  and  attention.  The  soil ,  (it  does 
not  merit  the  appellation) ,  appearing  alone  the  dry  and 
crumbled  particles    of  the  rock ,    produces   not  only  wine 
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in   abundance ,    but  of  a  quality   go   superior  ^    that  it  is 
held  in  Ihe  Li(]^hest  estimation. 

A  small  stream  of  water  on  tbe  rigbt,  bavin{;  first  lent 
its  aid  in  propelling^  the  huge  wheel  of  a  mill,  casts  its 
waste  water  from  a  considerable  height  o'er  rocks  on  the 
flinty  bed  of  the  stream  below,  affording  to  the  wanderer 
a  foretaste  of  the  beauties  he  has  to  anticipate.  Proceed- 
iog  by  a  footpath  on  a  gentle  acclivity ,  with  the  timbered 
mountain  to  the  right ,  the  rocky  vineyard  to  the  left,  and 
immediately  at  his  feet  the  querrilous  stream  ,  bubbling 
gently  o'er  a  pebbly  bottom ,  or  forming  numeroi|s  lovely 
water  falls  over  projecting  pieces  of  rock,  since  the  cre- 
ation of  the  world  its  never  varying  channel ,  or  rushing 
impetuous  twixt  masses ,  hurled  by  the  tempest  from  the 
lofty  eminence ,  or  loosened  by  the  hand  of  time  from 
the  parent  rock,  the  traveller  threads  his  devious  way. 

The  huge  impediments  which  dam  the  water  in  its 
course ,  give  to  the  scene  a  feature  of  indescribable 
beauty ,  in  the  loftier  falls  the  water  thus  is  made  to 
take.  This  little  stream  •  is  nourished  by  various  moun- 
tain rivulets  trickling  down  its  side  ,  which  by  the  inge- 
nuity of  man  confined  within  a  narrow  passage  ,  are  not 
allowed  to  give  their  waters  to  the  stream  below,  till 
they  have  fed  the  various  mills  embedded  in  the  wood, 
which  shade  this  German  Paradise,  Of  these  mills , 
there  are  9  if  I  recollect  aright  7  or  8  in  a  distance  of 
about  five  miles ,  the  extent  of  the  valley  from  St.  Goars- 
hausen  to  the  farm  of  the  widow  Usinger  near  to  which 
it  commences.  After  proceeding  by  the  foot  path  about 
a  mile,  you  cross  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley,  over 
a  stone  bridge  to  a  mill ,  and  passing  through  the  miller's 
yard  ,  you  come  into  a  sweetly  shaded  and  winding  road, 
with  just  sufficient  space  for  one  of  the  very  narrow  carts 
of  the  country  to  proceed.  Before  progressing  far  in  this 
road ,  constantly  accompanied  by  the  rushing  of  the  water 
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o'er  the  roc^ks  ,  or  its  trickling  through  its  less  obstructed 
passage,  turniog  a  little  to  the  right  you  are  at  once 
struck  with  awe  and  admiration ,  by  the  scenery  which 
on  all  sides  surrounds  you.  No  longer  the  fruitful  vine- 
yard smiles  upon  your  left,  but  'stead  its  promised  store, 
the  steep  and  riigged  rock,  majestically  grand,  frowns 
o'er  the  traveller's  head.  At  times  these  craggy  monsters, 
heaped  fantastically  one  upon  an  other ,  assume  the  ruined 
castle's  shape,  and  seem  the  habitation  of  the  feudal  lord, 
or  knight  of  old. 

As   'twere   to    shew    how  naturally    fertile  is  the  soil , 
from  out  each  chasm  of  these  mighty  piles 

The  oak ,  the  beech ,  the  birch  luxuriantly  grow. 

And  with  their  weeping  branches  shade  the  stream  below. 

On  the  right  of  this  road  is  the  rocky  and  stupendous 
mountain,  from  which  at  places  it  is  cut,  and  which 
commands,  and  receives  the  homage  of  the  passer  by, 
for  o'er  its  soil  with  wide  and  outstretched  branch  the 
monarch  oak  affords  his  shade  and  shelter  to  the  silver 
birch,  and  stunted  beech,  bidding  each  dwarf- like  shrub 
to  flourish  'neath  his  mighty  sway.  Before  you  ,  forests,  ' 
at  times  embedded  in  the  very  clouds  seem  to  enclose  you 
in  this  fairy  land  —  this  home  of  Oberon  —  or  the  wizards 
dell.  The  impetuous  rush,  or  murmur  of  the  water  fall, 
the  rustling  of  the  leaves,  the  song  of  the  nightingale ^ 
the  herb's  perfume ,  the  thousand  blossoms  all  around , 
impart  a  feeling  of  delight ,  devotional  gratitude,  and  love^ 
only  to  be  felt,  not  to  be  defined.  With  each  step  aug* 
mented  wonder  does  but  enhance  the  admiration  of  the 
beholder,  till  sunk  in  contemplation  at  the  majesty  of 
nature ,  reflection  chains  the  tongue,  and  the  frail  creature 
in  his  heart  with  God  communes. 
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The  ^loom  of  uight  my  mind  oppress'd    ' 
While  darkness  TeiFd  my  reason , 
And  nature's  works  in  beauty  dressed 
Unheeded  passed  each  season  — 
For  monarch  oak  or  simple  flowV,« 
I  thoughtless  Tiew'd  each  passing  hour. 

But  vrhen  my  heart  thy  hand  confe8S*d 

In  each  reyolying  season , 

The  simplest  flowV  by  nature  dress*d 

Spoke  Tolumes  to  my  reason , 

For  in  his  works  I  trace  the  pow*r 

Of  nature's  God »  each  happy  hour. 


Windlogr  througb  this  lovely  valley  for  about  anotber 
quarter  of  a  mile  with  never  ceasing^  beauties  before  and 
surrounding  me,  I  arrived  at  a  mill,  by  the  side  of  which 
a  rustic  wooden  bridgpe  over  the  stream  to  the  left  leads 
to  a  steep  and  rocky  road,  ascending;  thro'  the  wood  to 
Patlersberg.  -This  road  we  now  took ,  proposing;  to  ex- 
plore the  continuation  of  the  Swiss-valley^  as  most  of 
the  peasants  denominate  it,  another  day,  in  order  as  soon 
as  possible  to  reach  Reichenberg. 

Surveying  from  the  summit  of  this  really  fatiguing  hill, 
notwithstanding  all  its  beauties,  the  valley  we  had  left, 
how  does  the  contemplation  of  the  lovely  whole  enhance 
the  value  of  its  several  parts,  where  each  succeedingr 
beauty  veils  in<  its  superiority  the  charms  of  its  less  lovely 
predecessor. 

I  can  compare  the  feeling  of  admiration  we  entertain 
on  viewing  so  lovely  a  prospect,  alone  to  {hat  warmth  of 
heart  which  spreads  its  influence  through  each  vein,  and 
artery  of  man,  in  contemplating;  a  lovely  woman,  when 
lost  in  admiration  of  the  tout  ensemble  ^  we  seem  indispo- 
sed, nay  deprived  of  the  ability  to  scan  each  feature, 
fearing  to  discover  some  minute  defect  which  might  destroy 
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the  harmony  of  the  whole ,  and  at  once  dissolve  the  pleas- 
ing, charm. 

Macli  cannot  be  said  of  Patersberg ,  except  for  its 
lovely  vievr,  the  which  from  a  room  in  the  inn  is  most 
advantageously  surveyed.-  From  hence  thro'  the  valley  of 
rocks  you  have  a  sweet  perspective  view  of  the  Rhine, 
the  town  of  St.  Goar ,  the  hangings  woods  which  crown 
the  same,  and  the  lovely  country  far  outstretching  beyond 
the  lofty  banks  of  the  stream. 

Passing  close  to  the  church ,  a  very  pretty  structure  » 
we  viewed  with  astonishment  the  bumble  abode  of  the 
divine  of  the  parish.  He  is  to  have  a  new  parsonage  house 
so  soon  as  the  funds  of  the  parishioners  admit  of  it.  We 
left  the  school -house  to  our  left,  and  proceeded  towards 
Reichenberg  by  a  delightful  field  road,  shaded  with  fruit 
trees.  Industry  seemed  here ,  as  in  every  part  of  the 
dukedom ,  one  of  the  most  characteristic  features  of  the 
country  ^  but  it  seemed  to  have  met  with  more  encourage- 
ment in  this  highly  fruitful  neighbourhood  than  in  less 
favoured  parts,  for  notwithstanding  the  very  long  drought, 
the  fertility  of  the  soil,  combined  with  the  skill  of  the 
peasant,  had  {produced  such  crops  of  clover ,  and  gave 
fiuch  a  promise  of  encrease  in  the  approaching  harrest , 
that  our  walk,  afforded  a  most  gratifying  treat. 

From  Patersberg,  Reicbeuberg  is  not  above  a  mile 
distant,  and  to  the  right  the  land,  though,  rising  only 
on  a  gentle  acclivity  is  yet  too  high  to  admit  of  a  view 
of  the  Rhine,  flowing  at  the  distance  of  about  three  miles, 
but  the  aspect  of  the  country  smiling  in  plenty ,  presents 
to  view  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  stream ,  hills ,  woods, 
corn  fields,  and  lovely  villages,  which  convey  to  the  mind 
an  idea  of  plenty,  combined  with  content,  amd  happiness. 
To  the  left ,  casting  the  eye  over  the  enchanting  valley 
of  the  Hasenthal ,  which  I  shall  hereafter  ^have  occasion, 
to  describe,  you  are  charmed  by  the  extensive  view,  par- 
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iicularly  of  two  delightfuly  situated  villageis  on  the  lovely 
hills  ahove ,     encircled  hy  fruit    trees  ,    the   more   distant 
eminences    covered    with  grapes ,    the   lands   decked  with 
waving  corn,    clover,    vegetahles,    or  hemp,    and  shaded 
with  orchards,    promising  abundance,    as  one  of  the  chief 
means  of  support  to  the  industrious  poor  of  this  country, 
who  independent  of  the  usual  means  resorted  to  for  the 
preservation  of  their  fruit  have  a  plan ,    I  believe  peculiar 
to  this  country,  namely^  that  of  cutting  their  apples  into 
thin  slices,  and  when  partly  dry  suspending  these  portions 
strung  on  rows   of  string  out  of  their  windows,    that  the 
sun   and   air    may  dry  them  thoroughly.      These  links   of 
the  apple  chain  are  brought,  with  pears,  similarly  prepa* 
red,  dried  plums,  cherries  etc.,  in  great  abundance  to  the 
market,   during  the  winter  and  in  the  spring,    in  German 
cookery  being  often  substituted  for  vegetables  with  meat, 
And  independent  of  being  pleasant  in  taste,  are  also  extreme- 
ly wholesome.      During  our   residence  at  Reichenberg    in 
the  house  of  a  respectable  peasant^  we  freqi^ently  request- 
ed we  might ,  as  part  of  our  humble  repast ,    be  favoured 
with  these  dried  fruits.     Vegetables  are  also  in  vast  quan- 
tities preserved  for  winter  use  —  Cabbages  converted  into 
saurcrout,    and  immense  quantities  of  French    beans  simi- 
larly prepared,    are   salted    down.     These   delicacies  y    as 
Englishmen  most  often  regard  them,  are  tho'^  particularly 
in  the  north  of  Germany  very  useful,    the  severity  of  the 
winter  but  too  frequently   destroying  the  produce  of  their 
gardens.      My    readers    must   pardon  this  digression ,    but 
as  my  humble   efforts   embrace   an   attenpted   definition  of 
character,    manners    and  habits,    they  must   excuse  me  if 
occasionally    I   seem    to  *  enter   too    minutely   into   trifling 
matter,  which  I  may  regard  as  necessary  to  the  elncidation 
of  the  same. 

In    about  half  an  hour  we   arrived  within  sight   of  the 
flupcrb  ruins  of  Reichenberg  castle  ^  and  with  delight  con- 
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templated  the  magnificent  scene  before  as,  ivhich  till  close 
upon  it,  except  its  Moorish  tower  is  not  seen;  for  though 
resting  its  grey  walls  on  a  rock  of  considerable  altitude, 
yet  so  deep  is  the  valley  in  which  it  stands,  and  so  tower- 
ing are  the  lofly  hills ,  by  which  it  is  encompassed ,  that 
neither  the  castle  nor  village  meet  the  view.  We  stood 
a  few  minutes  to  survey  this  valley  of  peace ,  and ,  these 
habitations  of  harmony ,  for  seemingly  so  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world ,  it  is  quite 
impossible ,  that  a  few  individuals  so  dependent  upon  each 
other  for  all  the  social  enjoyments  of  life,  can  live  othef- 
-wise  than  as  one  family.  The  whole  of  the  village,  and 
it  is  small  indeed,  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which 
the  castle's  built ,  excepting  three  bouses ,  placed  on  a 
lovely  hill ,  facing  the  castle ,  and  locking  down  upon  the 
village,  to  which  its  well  planted  orchards  lead. 

The  most  elaborate  description  of  the  poet,  the  most 
vivid  colouring  of  the  painter ,  the  most  eloquent  deline- 
ation of  the  orator,  cannot  do  justice  to  the  majesty,  or 
the  simplicity  of  this  scene ;  the  charms  of  this  spot , 
which  from  a  foot  path  diverging  from  the  road  is  surveyed 
from  beneath  the  spreading  branches  of  a  fine  pear  tree, 
directly  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  from  which  descending 
into  the  valley  you  are  led  to  the  sloping  orchard  alluded 
to ,  on  which  the  three  houses  are  built  is  truly  lovely. 
In  one  of  these,  where  we  proposed  taking  up  our  abode, 
we  soon  arrived,  and  from  our  future  dormitory  surveyed 
the  peaceful  village  in  the  vale^  the  sombre  ruins  on  the 
flinty  rock,  the  lowly  house  of  God,  and  the  moss  decked 
walls  of  the  last  abode  of  man ,  —  his  rest  from  care  ,  his 
passage  to  the  unknown  life  to  come.  Soon  we  descended 
to  the  village  itself;  it  consists  of  about  fifteen  dwellings* 
A  lovely  little  stream  of  pure  mountain  water  flows' through 
its  middle  which,  neath  a  small  rude  bridge,  falling  o'er 
masses  of  rock  placed  to  impede  its  rapid  progress  whea 
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Bwollen  by   the  melted  snows  in  winter,    causes  a  lovely 
fall ,  whose  murmuringp  sound  enhances  much  the  Tidue  of 
the  scene.    Immediately  on  the  left,  the  lowly  church,  built 
on  a  small  projection   of  the    rock,    and  high   above   Ihe 
habitations  of  its  flock,  seems  to  extend  its  wings  in  love 
on  all  around,    and  shield  in  peace  its  children   from  this 
world  of  care.      High  towering  o'er  its  humble  neighbour 
the  once  mighty  castle ,  the  proud  abode  of  many  a  noble 
knight ,    whose  very   name  ,    like  the  former  splendour  of 
his'  house  has  pass'd  into  oblivion,  rears  its  majestic  front. 
Deep  embedded  in  the  forest  dell  at  the  foot  of  the  castle 
rock,  still  further  to  the  left,  stands  a  small  mill,  while 
opposite  to  it,  and  beneath  the  wood  clothed  rocks  on  the. 
extreme  ver^e  on  your  left ,    you  hear  the  murmuring  of 
the  stream  as  it  ripples  o'er  the  rugged  bottom  of  the  dell. 

'Tis  a  perfect  Paradise  from  this  spot,  the  lovely  meads, 
majestic  rocks,  dark  forest  hills,  the  sylvan  groves  and 
distant  lands  bounding  the  charming  view. 

But  to  return  to  our  abode ;  fancy  one  room  below  12 
feet  by  7,  a  kitchen  10  feet  by  G  —  and  a  cowhouse, 
I  did  not  measure  it,  for  very  good  reasons,  (litter  is 
scarce  at  this  season  of  the  year),  with  one  small  room 
upstairs,  and  the  two  small  rooms  occupied  by  my 
family  —  (one  room  we  took  in  a  neighbour's  house  for 
my  son)  and  you  have  the  whole  dwelling  of  our  host; 
the  occupants  of  the  same  were  the  Sohulttheiss ,  a 
high  official  personage  in  a  village,  his  wife,  mother, 
son  and  daughter ,  five  cows ,  and  three  calves ,  all 
housed  under  the  architectural  arrangements  of  his  man- 
sion. Of  the  furniture  I  will  say  but  little  $  a  London 
upholsterer  would  certainly  not  travel  so  far  as  Reichen- 
berg  for  a  pattern  of  it ;  but  for  ourselves  a  table  to  write 
upon,  and  eat  offS  ^  chair  each  for  my  wife,  son  and  self, 
with  an  old  family  oak  chest  for  my  girls  to  set  upon , 
amply  sufficed  for  all  our  sedentary  wants;    while  eggs. 
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nilk ,  batter ,  dried  fruits ,  saarerout ,  and  Iilack  bread , 
tapplied  the  laxories  of  oar  table ,  till  from  St.  Goarshaa- 
sen  we  eoald  supply  oarseWes  with  the  superflaiiies  of 
life,  as  meat,  white  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  tea  etc.  When 
I  had  seen  more  of  my  worthy  host,  I  learnt  to  respect 
him  for  his  excellent  character,  to  be  pleased  with  him 
for  the  cheerfalness  of  his  disposition,  and  esteem  his 
whole  family  for  the  harmony  and  simplicity  of  their  liyes, 
and  the  industry  of  their  habits ;  but  being  desirous  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  all  my  neighbours  at  once , 
I  resolred  to  visit  the  church  the  following  morning,  and 
with  this  intention  haying  dispatched  oar  breakfast,  we 
all  attended  divine  service  at  half  past  nine  o'clock ,  the 
pastor  haying  arrived  a  short  time  before  at  the  rendezvous 
of  our  host ,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  him  of 
tasting  his  apfel  wein,  cyder,  as  a  sort  of  invigorator  to 
the  duties  he  was  about  to  perform.  We  walked  all  toge- 
ther to  the  church,  and  from  the  conversation  of  the 
divine  and  his  companions ,  the  Schulttheiss  >  (  or  deputy 
justice  of  peace ,  my  official  host) ,  and  the  schoolmaster 
of  Patersberg,  (the  organist  of  both  places),  I  found  his 
reverence  was  also  a  grower  of  wine ,  and  had  as  yet  not 
disposed  of  his  celebrated  thirty -four.  Potatoes,  corn, 
fruit ,  cabbages  and  wine ,  jiaturally  enough ,  seemed  the 
leading  topics  of  their  conversation,  till  I  heard  some  few 
words  dropped  from  the  schoqlmaster  in  praise  of  the 
young  heir,  and  learnt  that  not  on]y  had  the  teacher  of 
the  classics  of  Patersberg,  the  honour  of  instructing  the 
young  Biirgomester ,  in  embrio ,  in  all  the  useful  branches 
of  ft  liberal  education ,  but  that  he  was  also  to  direct  his 
mind  in  the  cultivation  of  the  Belles  Lettres ,  and  to  the 
accomplishments,  as  a  necessary  part  of  Bis  education,  and 
that  our  young  hero  was  therefore  to  commence  immedi- 
ately the  study  of  the  Piano,  for  his  good  father  felt  assu- 
red his   son  possessed   A  rare  talent  for  music ,   from  the 
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manner  in  i/vhich,  self  taaglit,  (except  from  liis  father's 
plougliman),  he  played  the  fife.  There  was  something 
pleasing  in  the  manner  of  this  simple  child  of  nature , 
he  had  too  ,  much  of  the  open  cheerful  face  of  his  father, 
and  moreorer  strung  wild  strawberrieis  on  a  hlade  of  grass 
as  well,  as  gallantly,  for  my  little  girl,  who  seemed  really 
to  have  made  some  advances  in  the  good  feelings  of  the 
hoy  —  he  gathered  flowers  for  her ,  attended  her  in  her 
walks  and  serenaded  her  with  his  fife. 

Most  creditably  was  the  service  of  the  chnrch  performed 
in  every  respect.  Refinement  in  the  divine  science  of 
music  was  not  to  be  anticipated  either  in  the  style  ,  and 
execution  of  the  organist's  playing,  or  in  the  character  of 
the  singing;  but  there  is  something  so  inspiring  in  the 
simple  psalmody  of  the  church  of  Luther,  chanted  by  the 
voices  of  a  whole  congregation,  that  the  heart  is  lifted 
up  with  gratitude  and  adoration  to  that  Being  in  whose 
praise  the  voice  is  raised. 

At  the  foot  of  the  stairs  leading  to  the  pnlpit,  was  a 
small  pew  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  minister ,  the 
front  of  which  was  trellised  off,  and  where  during  the 
singing,  which  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  service 
of  the  church ,  the  minister  was  walking  backwards  and 
forwards ;  taking  part  in  its  performance  ,  and  in  the  sin- 
gular movement  reminding  me  of  one  of  the  wild  animals 
in  the  Zoological  gardens.  It  at  times  disturbed  the 
frame  of  mind  I  wished  to  be  in  while  listening  to  the 
melody,  expecting. every  moment  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
roar  of  some  monster  of  the  forest. 

The  sermon  of  the  pastor  of  this  small  congregation 
was  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  simplicity  of  their  man- 
ners^ and  the  intellectual  advancement  of  their  capabili- 
ties; it  contained  an  earnest  exhortation  to  the  people  *to 
evince  their  love  and  gratitude  to  God  by  a  strict  adhe- 
rence  to   his  holy  commands,  -*-   love    for  the  blessings 
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»  eomferred  spoB  tlieB  ui  tlieir  redemptioB  firoM  nm  im  tkc 
ileatli  of  hiB  toa ,  aad  far  the  spread  of  liis  holy  i^ospel ; 
aad  {^titade  for  the  worldly  ^ood  with  which  he  had 
Meas'd  Iheai;  drawin|^  their  atteatioa  aiost  appropriately 
to* the  eoro  waviag^  ia  their  fields,  their  cattle  aoarished 
by  the  ^ass  of  the  lovely  aieads ;  to  the  jaiey  trait 
wei^^hiag  the  braaehes  of  their  trees  e'ea  to  the  mother 
earth  9  aad  to  the  heart  -  ealireaio^  ^^pe,  laxoriaatly 
closteriag  on  their  fmitfal  hilU. 

The  sermon  concluded,  the  congregation  again  address- 
ed their  God  in  a  hymn  of  praise,  and  the  minister  having 
pronounced  a  blessing  o'er  the  people  they  all  quietly 
retired  through  the  humble  cemetery  —  humble  indeed  — 
no  monumental  stone  here  pointed  to  the  lordly  or  the 
rich,  recumbent,  neath  the  sod;  but  here  the  grass-decked 
moond  alone  bespoke  the  spot,  where  parent,  relative, 
or  friend  here  found  their  rest  from  ev'ry  care  attendant 
on  humanity ;  and  here  dear  objects ,  remembered  in  affec- 
tion's tear,  needed  nor  sculptured  marble,  nor  the  poet's 
Terse  to  live  on  memory's  page.  As  is  the  current  of 
man's  life  in  this  seclusion  from  the  world ,  simple ,  and 
unassuming,  so  too  is  humanity's  last,  its  long,  its  peace- 
ful home.  Not  a  peasant  that  passed,  but  in  his  hand ,  or 
twixt  his  lips  he  carried  a  sprig  of  rosemary,  sage, 
or  thyme  ;  so  too  each  matron ,  maid  and  youth ;  and  ere 
we  left  our  home  the  mother  of  our  host  plucked  for  each 
of^us  a. sprig  —  I  could  not  divine  the  cause. 

I  had  not  my  memorandum  book  in  my  pocket,  or  for- 
the  information  of  my  readers  I  should  have  taken  down 
the  names  of  the  heroes ,  emblazoned  on  a  board  in  front 
of  the  gallery ,  who  nobly  contended  in  the  war  of  liberty- 
of  1814,  (a  sis  denominated  the  last  struggle  aganist  the- 
great  Napoleon),  when  nations  went  forth  to  fight  the 
battle  of  the  mighty,  against  him ,  the  intellectual  majesty 
of  whose  mind  had  eclipsed   the  splendour,    of  many  a 
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crowned  head ,    that  howed   before    the   footstool  of  hia 
throne. 

The  following  day'  heiag  wet  and  cold  I  remained  at 
home  and  wrote  my  journal,  the  succeeding  one  was 
similarly  employed  and  on  the  22.  took  a  most  delightful 
walk  with  my  son  to  a  valley  of  the  most  enchanting  and 
romantic  appearance ,  (called ,  why  I  know  not) ,  hinter 
dem  HahUf  and  having  luxuriated  in  the  beauties  of  rocks, 
dells,  woods^  groves,  meads  and  purling  streams,  returned 
more  than  ever  delighted  with  the  surpassing  attractions 
of  this  charming  spot. 

The   beauties  of    the  country   are   so   numerous,    that 
we  were  quite  at  a  loss  which  first  to  visit,  but  the  follow* 
ing  afternoon,  wc  started  for  a  walk  thro*  the  mostcharm- 
iDg  valley   at  the  back  -of  the  castle  I  almost  ever  beheld* 
The    road  by   which    we   proceeded   was   rendered  almost 
impassible  from  the  rains,  which  during  the  two  past  days 
had  fallen ,    the    same  being  only  a  way  for  the    convey* 
ance  of  wood  from  the  forests.     Deep  on  our  left  ran  one 
of  those  lovely  little  streams ,    which  in  this  country  aro 
so  numerous,    and   which    give  their   tributary   waters   to 
father  Rhine.     Numerous  mills  are  supplied  by  these  mini<p 
ature    streams,     and    the    country   often    rendered   highly 
picturesque  by  their  meanderings;  such  was  here  also  the 
case,    the   eye  and   ear   were   alike   gratified,   for   I    can 
fancy  music  in  the  murmuring'  of  a  brook,    and  a  combi- 
nation of  sweet  sounds ,    when  the  feathered  songsters   of 
the  grove  unite  their  efforts  with  the    plaintive   ripple   of 
the  rivulet.     Quitting  the  road  for  a  foot  path  through  the 
meadow,  the  long  grass  of  which,    saturated  by  the   rain 
that  had  fallen  soon  wetted  us  through,  we  hesitated  for  a 
moment ,    but  determining  to    proceed  ,     we  soon  had    to 
ascend  a  path  into  the  wood,    so  impeded   by  the  under- 
wood as  to  be  unable  almost  to  proceed;  displacing  with 
our    hands  tho',  the  opposing  bushes  wc  soon  came  to  a 
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ion  necessary ,  and  provided  yvHh  such  ammunition  i|S 
patli  afforded  us ,  we  advanced  full  of  confidence  to 
e  charge.  It  was  our  wish  if  possible  to  avoid  an 
^encounter,  but  the  largest,  and  most  fierce  of  our  assai- 
^lioits  approaching  with  that  sort  of  ^unamiable  position  of 
tbie  mouth ,  that  shewed  a  double  row  of  large  white  teeth 
to  great  disadvantage ,  we  immediately  let  fly  a  volley  — 
it  told,  and  he  told  what  had  been  its  effect,  and  the  tale 
lie  narrated  was  so  loud  that  it  brought  out  fresh  auxili- 
aries, and  I  began  to  fear  our  opponei^ts  would  now  be 
t<M>  much  for  us ;  for  the  miller ,  and  his  men  boiling  o'er 
ivith  ire  now  joined  the  retreating  foe :  but ,  as  in  moat 
iiiBputes  in  this  country,  when  war  is  not  legimitate  through 
the  fiat  of  the  prince,  the  controvesy  ends  in  words, 
(Aot  being  yet  initiated  in  the  art  of  boxing) ,  thus  we 
parted  with  only  a  more  extended  knowledge  of  the  refine- 
ments of  the  German  language,  fur  I  know  not  in  what 
«tatewe  should  have  reached  home,  had  all  the  plagues  of 
thundery  lightning  and  storm  assailed  us,  which,  the 
miller,  man,  and  a  thing,  like  a  woman,  (most  likely  his 
spouse)  wished  us,  been  heaped  upon  our  devoted  heads, 
but  the  miller's  last  truly  classic  cognomen  of  vagabonds 
made  the  deepest ,  most  lasting  impression  on  my  feelings. 
In  the  old  statute  books ,  to  the  members  of  that  profes- 
sion, in  which  my  talented  father  rendered  himself  so 
eelebratcd,  was  most  unceremoniously  attached  that  expres- 
sive epithet,  which  this  defender  of  the  canine  race  applied 
to  myself  and  son  *  could  this  dusty  pilferer  from  the  sacks 
of  his  employers  read  in  my  face  that  I  was  the  descen- 
dants of  one  of  the  profane ,  as  the  pious  denominate  the 
heroes  of  the  sock  and  buskin? 

To  a  scene  more  pleasant  —  nature  how  I  love  to  com- 
plate  thee !  we  were  attracted  by  a  youthful  couple  in  all 
the  simplicity  of  rustic  affection  triping  arm  and  arm  before 
ns,    till,    (no   doubt  by  accident,)    his  arm  encircled  the 
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maiden's  slender  waist.     Often  tliey  stood,   be  to  relate, 
she  to  listen  to  a  tale  of  love  < —  at  leng^th  undecided  which 
path  to  take,  (there  were  two),  longer  than  usual  the  happy 
pair  delayed  —  'twas  a  moment  not  to  he  lost,  they  were 
standings  -in  such  near  contact  that    triflings  was  the  effort 
necessary,   and  on  the  maiden's  pouting  lips  he  pressed  a 
hiss  —  perhaps  it  was  the  first ,    pechaps  the  seal  of  hit 
declaration  of  affection.     I  will  believe  it  pure,  and  image 
all  he  felt  —  the  .maiden^  seemed  to   chide   him  —  'twas 
but  gently   tho',    quite  feimnine.     I  recollected  the  days 
•of  my  youth,,    felt  happy  in  the  retrospect,    wished  them 
80.     Again    they   were   undecided  —  again   he   hiss'd  the 
maid  —  they'd    many   undecided  moments ,    but  at  length 
taking  a   path    to  -the  right   they  were  soon   out  of  sight. 
This  most  natural  scene  quite  dispePd  the  recollection  of 
the  uncourteous    biped   and   quadruped    curs   of  the  mill , 
and  in  the    recollection   of  past  happy  hours,    which  the 
loves  of  Damon  and  Phillis  had  engendered,  I  wrote  the 
following  lines  on  my  return  home. 

The  youth  he  was  bashful ,  Che  maiden  was  shy , 
lie  play*d  with  his  fingers ,  and  she  with  her  eye , 
He  looh*d  towards  the  f^OTe ,  but  he  dared  not  so  say 
How  he  wished  that  the  damsel  would  wander  that  way  ; 
He  knew  she  loved  music,  —  the  hirds  sang  so  clear 
He  fancied  his  love  tale  more  sweet  would   appear , 
If  whisper'd  in  concert  with  Philomel's  song, 
VIThile  straying  the  groves  loTely  shadow's  along. 

«The  spring's  cold»  she  said  <cand  no  blossom  appears , 
The  vi'let  is  scentless  —  no  songster  yet  cheers 
The  gloom  of  the  winter  -  bound  shrubs  of  the  grove , 
Nor  anght  is  inviting  to  Friendship  and  Love*  » 
The  words  she  had  spoken  her  action's  helied  , 
For  ere  the  poor  youth  to  her  plainings  replied , 
She  turn'd  t'wards  the  grove  from  the  5Mn  to  retreat  — 
Tho*  none  but  herself  could  complain  of  its  /teaf. 
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It  yvstB  really  so  unusually  cold,  thait  even  the  in- 
spiringp  scene  we  had  witnessed  failed  to  invigorate  us , 
and  we  were  not  a  little  pleased  in  again  sheltering 
beneath  the  walls  of  the  once  magnificent  castle.  I  should 
have  mentioned ,  that  before  reaching  the  castle ,  we 
passed  in  the  valley  a  spot,  still  surrounded  by  ramparts, 
which  formerly  was  a  fortified  encampment  of  the  Swedes, 
when  besieging  the  castle  ;  it  conjured  up  historical  recol- 
lections connected  with  the  thirty  years  war,  and  I  felt, 
(if  still  the  measure  of  man's  natural  rights  were  not  all 
conceded  to  him);  that  at  all  events  the  sword, of  the 
despot,  directed  by  bigotry,  in  the  unhallowed  cause  of 
faiiatacism ,  no  longer  dared  to  coerce  mankind  in  the 
exercise  of  his  religious  observances ;  or  that  the  mind 
of  man,  fettered  by  the  detested  bonds  of  priestcraft,  suc- 
cumbed in  mental  darkness,  before  monastic  craft  and  dis- 
simulation. 

The  following  day,  the  weather  having  greatly  improved, 
we  all  started  at  5  p.  m.  for  St.  Goarshausen ,  and  passing^ 
the  flinty  throne ,  the  regal  seat  of  Reichenberg ,  and  the 
mill ,  to  which  'tis  said  the  secret  passage  from  the  castle 
communicated,  by  which  the  Spaniards  surprised  the  Swedish 
garrison  in  the  thirty  years  war,  we  soon  entered  the 
embowered  walk  of  the  Hasenthal. 

Through  a  valley,  on  a  raised  walk,  with  the  natural 
course  of  the  small  rivulet  on  the  left,  and  an  artificial 
water  course  on  the  right,  made  to  conduct  the  water  for 
the  supply  of  one  of  the  small  mills,  so  frequently  met- 
with  in  these  retired  spots ,  we  directed  our  course  to  the- 
most  fairy -like  abode  I  ever  beheld.  Enclosed  entirely 
by  lofty  hills,  clad  in  a  vesture  of  the  loveliest  green  from 
the  mid -summer  shoot,  the  severity  of  the  frost  in  May 
having  despoiled  the  oak  of  spring's  earlier  robe ,  this 
charming  mead  appeared.  No  vestige  here  was  seen  of  cul- 
tivated land ,    for  hid  by  tendrils  of  the  parent  root ,    the 
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strawberry  lier«  bedecks  the  eartb  9  sare  wkere  the  rock , 
protrndes  its  massive  head  and  breaks  the  carpet's  greea. 
A  narrow  entrance  by  the  path  we  came ,  and  more  con- 
tracted exit,  by  the  mill  near  the  road  leading  to  Anel,  are 
the  sole  approaches  to  this  terra  felix  of  this  fay  and  fairy 
mead.  Entranced  I  songht  the  lighly  trodden  path ,  or 
mnsroom  circle,  the  airy  fairy  ring;  but  grass  ,  fresh  se- 
rered  from  the  parent  earth ,  and  sonnd  of  scithe  beneath 
the  mower's  hand,  the  charm  dissolved,  and  broke  themagie 
«pell  —  no  fairy  here ,  as  gossips  tell  of  old ,  had  shorn 
the  mead  and  spared  the  toil  of  labouring  man 

Tho'  all  around  bespoke  enchuitiiicDt^s  home  , 
Tet  stead  the  fa j ,  the  landman  mows  the  grass  ^ 
If  o  spriBghtl  J  fair  J  eer  is  seen  to  roam  y 
For  stead  the  faj,  yon  meet  the  Tillage  lass. 

Quitting  this  really  lovely  spot,  where  old  and  young 
alike  the  labour  share,  and  where  the  very  air  bears  witness 
to  the  operations  of  the  haymaker,  we  stepped  across 
the  trough ,  about  a  foot  scpiare ,  the  conductor  of  the 
water  to  the  little  rustic  mill ,  and  forming  a  sharp  angle 
to  the  left  penetrated  deep  the  thickly  wooded  valley  of 
the  Hasenthal.  A  hundred  water  falls  formed  mid  the 
rocky  bottom  of  the  stream ,  conspired  with  every  songster 
of  the  grove  to  break  the  quiet  of  this  peaceful  dell. 

By  a  path  too  narrow  to  admit  of  companionship  we 
followed  each  other  through  the  mazes  of  its  winding 
course,  where  shielded  from  the  sun's  bright  rays,  we 
enjoyed-  in  the  shade  the  splendid  scenery  around.  Here 
every  species,  and  each  growth  of  timber  decked  the 
mountain's  side;  here  every  shrub  that  shoots  beneath 
the  timber's  shade  too,  richly  clothed  the  earth;  here 
wild ,  some  fruits  that  man  in  other  climes  must  culti- 
vate ,  Inxoi^antly  grow ,  and  health  restoring  herbs  per- 
«ur.  Never  was  nature  more  lavish  in  her  gifts 
chamii^  spot. 
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Ob  our  way  we  were  often  o)>liged  to  cross  the  water 
eourse ,  but  this  was  rendered  easy  by  the  path'  being 
judiciously  directed  to  those  'spots ,  where  the  pieces  of 
rock  9  laying  high  above  the  water ,  and  near  to  each 
other ,  enabled  the  passenger  to  step  from  one  to  the 
other.  While  crossing  these  little  bridges  formed  by 
nature ,  it  was  pleasing  to  stand  upon  the  rocky  projec- 
tions, and  view  the  splashing  water  at  your  feet. 

So  seemingly  far  removed  from  all  the  world,  there 
was  something  contemplative,  something  soothing  in  the 
reflection  it  produced ;  for  here  every  feeling  of  animosity 
seemed  in  repose  and  solitude  — •  (the  school  of  nature), 
which  like  man's  best  instructor,  adversity,  leads  the 
mind  to  a  retrospect  of  the  by  gone  time,  and  in  the 
lesson  teaches  us  so  to  direct  the  future  actions  of  our 
lives  by  the  unerring  dictates  of  conscience ,  that  in  a 
conviction  of  the  follies  of  the  past,  we  may  seek  to 
insure  the  comfort  of  the  present ,  and  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  future. 

Near  the  conclusion  of  this  romantic  valley ,  you  pass 
a  large  and  handsomely  erected  tan  -  office ;  a  mill  of 
much .  larger  dimensions,  and  a  water  -  fall  more  querulous 
far  than  those  we  had  so  often  passed ,  from  its  channel 
being  more  contracted  to  ^upply  the  works  of  the  mill 
below.  Leaving  a  newly  laid  out  cemetery  to  the  right  ^ 
in  which  blossomed  o*er  the  ashes  of  the  dead ,  the  lovely 
rose,  the  sweetly  scented  pink,  and  snow  white  lilly; 
the  blue  waters  of  the  Rhine,  its  wooded  hills,  its  smiling 
banks ,  with  the  town  of  St.  Goar ,  and  the  ruins  of 
Rheinfels  unfold  themselves  to  view.  Amid  these  scenes 
of  wonder  and  delight,  where  nature's  face  is  decked  in 
smiles  ,  or  awful  frown's  mid  scenes  of  majesty  and  awe  % 
where  romance  would  seem  to  have  found  its  home,  and 
ev'ry  corporal  feeling  have  been  refined  and  purified 
from    sensual    impressions;    how    painful   is   it,    that  the 
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mind  9  lowered  from  ita  towering  height  and  warned  by 
eraTings  of  corporal  imperfeetion  bj  its  companion  in 
ibis  pilgrimage  of  life ,  can  not  allay  its  yearnings  on 
beauties  of  an  ethereal  nature^  (the  food  of  mind),  withont 
the  more  substantial  fare ,  the  grosser  feelings  of  b«- 
manity,  requires.  To  feed  the  one  9  and  impart  a  yigonr 
of  conception ,  a  freshness  to  the  other ,  we  laid  in  a 
supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  again  departed 
from  St.  Goarshausen,  determining  to  proceed  this  time 
by  the  yineyards. 

These  same  vineyards  form  as  1  remarked  in  my  de- 
scription  of  the  Felsenthal ,  one  side  ^  or  boundary  of  the 
Talley.  From  the  entrance  of  this  lovely  vale  you  directly 
ascend  this  fruitful  bill,  by  a  path,  which  at  times  is  so 
narrow ,  and  on  the  side  of  which  the  descent  is  so  steep 
as  to  be  alarming  to  many,  particularly  to  those  apt  to 
become  dizzy,*  till  you  have  reached  at  least  an  altitude 
of  from  three  to  four  hundred  feet  above  the  base  of  the 
valley  below.  It  may  be  well  imagined  how  beautiful  is 
the  prospect  of  the  opposite  hill ,  and  the  castle  of  the 
Ratz ,  how  lovely  the  view  of  the  mountain  stream ,  its 
falls ,  and  murmuring  sounds  below ,  and  the  sublime 
contemplation  of  the  majestic ,  towering  rocks ,  the  moun- 
tain forests  and  rushing  stream  of  the  Felsenthal.  All 
these  beauties  you  have  before  you:  above  you  the  still 
ascending  vineyards  ,  rich  in  the  promise  of  the  creeping 
vine,  and  still  higher  the  lovely  situated  village  of  Paters- 
berg.  Directing  your  view  over  the  path  you  have  taken^ 
the  prospect  from  the  lofty  eminence  almost  beggars  de- 
scription, nothing  in  nature  being  more  beautiful  to  the 
sight  than  the  rappid  flowing  Rhine ,  beheld  as  through 
a  vista  formed  by  the  timbered  hiir  of  the  Katz  and  tha 
luxuriant  vine  -  decked  mountain  on  which  you  stand. 

Will   it   be  believed  that  a  human  being,    surrounded 

liy  Biiek  rich  treasures  of  nature,  having  constantly  spread 

Mbr6  bim  such   a  luxurious  repast-  of  beauties  to  regale 
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oponiy  could  feel  indifferent  to  the  Llessingps  Mrith  irhich 
proTidence  lias  enriched  this  smiling  scene  —  yet  such 
beings  do  exist,  even  among  my  own  reflecting ,  contemp- 
plative  countrymen.  A  lady,  seemingly  a  widow,*  with  her 
son  and  daughter,  in  the  deepest  mourning  passed  thro* 
the  valley,  high  o'er  the  side  of  which  we  were  making 
our  way  to  Patersherg.  Most  socially  they  proceeded 
singly  along  the  road ,  the  female  absorbed ,  either  in 
the  weight  of  her  affliction  ,  or  in  weighty  calculations  of 
the  5  p.  cents  left  her  by  the^  dear  departed ,  and  seemed 
to  know,  or  very  little  to  care  whether  she  was  in  the 
Tyrol  of  Germany,  at  Temple-  bar.  Cheap  -  side,  or  Thames 
8t. ;  while  to  bequile  the  tedious  way ,  or  kill  slow  mea- 
sured time ,  the  darling  of  mama ,  a  cub  of  about  six- 
teen, was  amusing  himself  with  throwing  little  pebbles  at 
his  sister,  which  CTcr  and  anon  the  fair  returned,  and 
clearly  in  her  manner  shewed  how  absent  were  her 
thoughts  from  nature's  charms,  longing  no  doubt  for  the 
enjoyment  of  society  in  dear  Wiesbaden  or  Frankfort,  as 
a  recompense  for  the  eniiiit  of  the  Talley  of  rocks. 

Arrived  at  Patersherg  we  soon  reached  our  humble 
abode ,  and  fatigued  by  bodily  exertion ,  and  the  mental 
excitement  of  the  day,  I  soon  sank  on  my  pillow  to 
sleep ;  when  the  imagination ,  even  when  every  faculty  of 
the  body  was  in  repose  »  carried  me  back  to  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day,  representing  to  ipy  view  the  astonishing 
beauties  of  nature  by  which  I  had  been  surrounded  ,  and 
renewing  all  the  pleasurable  impressions  they  had  made 
upon  my  feelings ,  raised  my  sleeping  thoughts  to  that 
beneficent  source  from  whence  these  inestimable  blessings 
flow ,  engendering  sentiments  of  gratitude  towards  the 
creator  and  feelings  of  love  and  good  will  towards  the 
creature  ,  if  I  except  such  —  (the  trio  of  the  valley  for 
example),  —  as  cannot  estimate  the  Maker  in  the  operations 
of  his  hand. 
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An  arduous  task.  Reiehenberg.  Historical  of  Rcichenberg.  Saw 
of  the  castle.  A  true  conseryatiye.  The  farm  of  Offenthal.  A 
friend  of  his  country.  Agriculture.  Cultivation  of  the  grape. 
Profit  of  farming.  The  peasant  of  the  Rhein  provinces »  his 
character,  mode  of  liying,  and  prejudices.  Felzenthal.  AwalktoAnel. 
Rheinfels,  a  good  bargain.  St.  Goar.  English.  A  walk  hj  night, 
glow-worms.  A  trio  of  braye  worthies.  A  council  of  war ^  and 
force  of  example.     Gold.     Slander  of  the  great. 

JK.  come  now  to  that  part  of  my  narrative,  to  me  at 
once  the  most  interesting  and  gratifying,,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  most  difficult  to  treat  upon:  the  castle  ofReichen- 
bergf:  interesting  from  its  peculiar  architectural  construc- 
tion and  situation ,  and  gratifying  in  the  recollection 
of  a  friendship  grounded  beneath  its  walls  ,  and  durably 
J  trust  as  the  foundations  on  which  they  rest ;  and  difficult 
in  the  fear  of  not  duly  delineating ,  (  from  the  rery  causes 
above  described),  the  transporting  beauties  of  the  spot;  for 
ivhat  pen  can  do  justice  to  that  monument  of  ancient  and 
classic  beauty  there  displayed ,  or  with  sufficient  accuracy 
can  develop  the  peculiar  charms  of  that  remnant  of  anti- 
quity, which  my  friend  with  equal  good  taste  and 
feeling  is  endeavouring  to  rescue  from  total  destruction, 
and  to  transmit  to  future  ages,  as  a  proof  of  the  refine- 
ment of  his  taste ,  and  the  patriotism  and  liberality  of  his 
heart. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  so  feyy  well 
authenticated  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  this  9 
even  in  its  ruins ,  most  beautiful  castle ;  but  as  regards 
its  erection  there  seems  no  doubt  that  its  original 
founder,    was   Count   William    the    fi'rst   of  Katzenellen- 
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Logen  in  tlie  year  12849  ^^^  cerUinly  the  erection  ivas 
Dot  in  the  style  of  Oriental  arcliitecture  Mrliich  the  remains^ 
still  standing,  indicate"*,  and  which  was  accomplished  by 
Diether  the  third,  who  brought  with  him  from  Palestine 
an  architect  to  execute  the  same.  The  son  of  this  said 
Diether ,  William  the  third ,  having  embraced  the  cause, 
and  fought  most  nobly  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the 
Emperor  Adolphus  of  Nassau,  was  after  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Gollheim,  where  the  brave  Adolphus  lost  his 
crown  and  life,  declared  by  Albrecht  of  Austria,  an  outlaw, 
aa^d  his  castle  by  command  of  the  Emperor  razed  to  the 
ground;  this  took  place  in  1^02* 

Assisted  by  the  Elector  Balduin  of  Triers,  Count 
William  in  the  year  1518  begail  to  rebuild  his  castle  , 
and  before  his  decease ,  some  few  years  ulterior  to  this 
period ,  he  had  the  high  gratification  of  seeing  his  noble 
mansion  exceed  in  splendour,  its  stately  predecessor,  al* 
though  every  care  was  taken  to  preserve  the  architectural 
beauty  of  the  .original. 

A  legend  hinging  upon  the  erection  of  this  superb 
castle  ,  like  all  such  relations,  is  tortured  into  something 
like  connection  with  the  place  and  time,  but  is  so  void 
of  historical  authenticity  in  the  life  and  deeds  of  the  hero- 
of  the  story ,  that  but  for  the  ingenuity  with  which  my 
narrator  accounted  for  the  name  of  the  celebrated  castle 
I  should  have  been  disposed  to  omit  it  altogether. 

The  author  of  the  legend  says^  that  Count  William 
of  Katzenellenbogen ,  and  whom  he  designates  the  «fiery» 
from  his  great  military  prowess  in  the  Holy  wars  —  (It 
was  his  father  Diether) ,  —  having  been  miraculously  pre- 
served when  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  peril ,  vowed 
•  if  he  should  ere  return  to  his  native  land  he'd  ereci  in 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  a  holy  edifice  for  his  praise, 
and  in  it  devote  his  life  to  prayer  and  mortification.  •  Thus 
the  legend  is  narrated. 
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The  charms  of  a  lovely  Saracen,  irhose  generous^ 
brothcjr  had  forfeited  his  life ,  in  rescoing  that  of  the 
Count ,  his  enemy ,  from  the  hafld  of  the  assassin ,  in- 
duced the  Count  to  erade  in  part,  the  performance  of 
the  TOW  he'd  made*  Taking  over  with  him  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  architects  of  Palestine,  (for  the  buildings 
of  the  country  had  particularly  pleased  him) ,  he  yisited 
his  different  estates  in  Germany,  to  fix  upon  the  spot 
most  congenial  to  his  wishes ,  and  there ,  to  erect  a  place 
of  religious  worship,  'tis  true,  —  but  one,  within  the  walls 
of  a  magnificent  castle  in  which  he  proposed  to  devote 
his  life,  to  the  praise  of,  —  his  lovely  bride,  —  for- 
getting quite  the  part  of  his  vow  respecting  mortification. 

Wealthy  as  was  the*Count,  he  soon  discovered,  that 
to  accomplish  all  the  builder  had  proposed  to  do»  he'd 
drain  his  coffers  quite ,  and  e'en|  not  then  find  sufficient 
means ;  ^  he  therefore  prudently  resolved  to  build  a  part  ^ 
and  leave  to  time  the  accomplishment  of  his  plans. 

During  the  progress  of  the  works ,  one  of  the  labourers 
digging  deep  for  the  deposit  of  a  part  of  the  foundation 
of  the  massive  walls  9  struck  his  ponderous  pick  against 
a  substance,  that  sounded  hollow  beneath  his  blows;  the 
matter  caused  surprise  among  the  men,  and  induced  t^em 
all  to  toil  with  still  augmentiifg  energy,  to  clear,  what 
BOW  appeared  a  strongly  ironed  oaken- case.  With  won- 
derous  difficulty  they  raised  the  weighty  chest,  but  all 
their  efforts  were  in  vain ,  to  ope'  its  massive  lid ;  for  in 
those  honest  times ,  it  seems ,  men  were  not  much  more 
scrupulous,  than  in  our  own  degenerate  days,  and  thought 
that  what  they  found,  was  theirs,  particularly  that,  whicli 
buried  deep  beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth ,  could  only, 
have  belonged  to  father  Noah,  and  must  have  rested 
quiet  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  since  when  the  ark  was 
floating  o'er  the  sinful  habitations  of  man.  Baffled  in  their 
attempts,  they  at  length,  (making  a  virtue  of  necessity),  con- 
veyed the  information  of  their  discovery  to  their  master. 
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So  heavy  was  the  ehest  that  scaree  six  bolloeks  could 
with  might  and  main  transport  it  to  the  tent,  erected  near 
the  castle,  where  the  Goont,  to  watch  the  progress  of 
the  work,  resided. 

No  sooner  had  the  Gonnt  approached,  and  laid  his 
hand  opon  the  chest,  than  out  the  keyhole  of  the  same  ,  a 
slender  serpent  slow  coiled  its  glossy  hody  to  the  lid ,  and 
by  degrees  expanded  to  a  monstrous  size.  Affrighted, 
all,  except  the  Gonnt,  now  fled  the  presence  of  the 
hideous  reptile,  which  stretching  forth  its  donhle  head, 
presented  in  the  month  of  one ,  a  key ,  and  in  the  other 
a  scroll ,  whereon  was  written ,  « Doomed  since  three 
thousand  years  to  incarceration  in  this  chest,  and  to 
assume  the  monster's  form,  I  can  alone  by  fiery  Kalusen* 
ellenbogen  be  released;  whom  to  reward,  if  he  has  courage 
to  destroy  my  present  existence ,  hy  severing  frpm  my 
trunk ,  the  head ,  in  the  mouth  of  which  is  held  the 
key,  he  then  is  finally  absolved  from  his  rash  vow^ 
to  forfeit  whichL  is  otherwise  before  another  moon  his 
certain  death  ;  but  if  performed ,  to  requite  the  services 
rendered  to  an  illustrious  knight,  transformed  to  this 
vile  guise,  the  key  will  ope*  the  chest,  coiitaining  wealth 
more  than  sufficient  to  complete  his  lordly  castle.  » 

For  a  time  the  knight  was  undecided  how  to  act,  bat 
when  the  serpent,  bending  its  neck  before  him,  seemed 
to  claim  its  freedom  at  his  hands;  when 'too  reflection  on 
the  forfeiture  of  life ,  the  loss  of  her  he  loved ,  seemed 
jpendent  on  his  resolution;  he  dauntless  drew  his  sword, 
and  at  a  stroke  severed  the  head  from  off  the  monster's 
body.  The  deed  performed ,  he  seized  the  proffered  key 
from  out  the  bleeding  mouth ,  and  instant  disappeared  the 
reptile's  hideous  iform,  while  strains  of  music,  sweeter  to 
the  ear  than  man  e'er  heard  before ,  broke  on  the  stillness 
of  the  scene ,  accoyipanying  a  voice  of  magic  softness  to 
the  following  words. 
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"Whlcli  pit  to  the  combat  the  noble  has  stirred 
When  danger  has  threatened  his  dear  natWe  land. 

Lo^g  time  had  elapsed  ere  I  wandered  one  moril 

Mid  records  of  greatness  thy  rains  disclose. 

And  yiew*d  with  delight  stead  the  bramble  and  thorn 

In  harmonj  blended  the  Lilly  and  Rose. 

Mid  ruins  they  blossomed,  the  pledge  of  a  friend 

"Who  science  unites ,  with  each  Tirtue  of  heart »         « 

That  Reichenb erg's  ruins  he'd  cTer  defend. 

And  shield  from  destruction,  this  remnant  of  art. 

On  the  2&ih  nr e  paid  a  visit  to  the  valley  of  Reitzen- 
bahnebacli,  one  of  tike  most  lovely  and  enchantio^  spots 
ever  formed  by  nature.  To  this  spot  you  proceed  thro' 
a  fir  plantation  on  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lack  of  the 
castle,  having  passed  through  which,  you  reach  a  rocky 
hill,  commanding  the  most  enchanting  view  of  the  castle, 
and  from  which  spot ,  I ,  in  my  ignorance ,  conceived  the 
most  advantageous  sketch ,  intended  for  this  work ,  coidd 
be  taken;  against  which  opinion  Mr.  Ort  dissented,  to 
whose  acknowledged  talent,  and  very  superior  judgement^ 
I  unhesitatingly  bowed ;  and  with  reason  too ,  for  from 
the  two  points  at  which  he  took  his  drawings,  both 
beautiful  specimens  of  his  refined  taste  and  talent,  he 
certainly  far  better  understood  the  matter  than  myself* 
The  castle,  village,  fruitful  fields,  the  hills  beyond  the 
Rhine,  form  alltogether  a  lovely  view.  Proceeding  through 
the  fields  about  a  mile ,  and  passing  a  beautiful  roeky 
dell,  you  come  to  a  spot,  where  rocks ^  woods,  hills, 
dales,  meads  and  water,  all  combine  to  render  it  a  scene 
such  as  a  Scott  should  pai|it ,  a  Billington  should  sing. 

The  absence  of  the  clergyman  of  St.  Goarshausen, 
obliging  our  (my  readers  will  see  I  Vas  quite  at  home) 
divine,  to  do  duty  for  him^  we  lost  the  benefit  of 
church  service,  and  I  therefore  determined  accompanied 
by   the  Schultheiss,    to  pay  a  visit  to  the  widow  Usioger. 
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Tliis  good  looking,  robust  and  healthy  old  lady, 
-with  her  three  sons  and  two  daif||hters  occupied  this 
very  fine ,  and  considerable  farm.  They  are  Anabap- 
tists 9  (  a  scjct  by  no  means  numerous , )  are  most  respec- 
table and  excellent  people ,  and  highly  esteemed  through- 
out the  country.  The  eldest  son,  a  fine  young  man 
of  about  23,  looking  much  like  an  English  farmer  of 
the  most  respectable  class ,  politely  accompanied  us  over 
his  premises,  shewed  and  explained  to  us  every  object 
of  interest,  and  afforded  us  by  the  urbanity  of  his  manners, 
combined  with  the  excellence  [of  his  remarks  on  agricul- 
ture a  most  agreeable  hour.  A.  much  finer  display  of 
bullocks  I  have  seldom  seen  in  Germany  than  here ,  I 
dare  not  at  the  expence  of  my  veracity  pay  Mr.  Usinger 
the  compliment,  of  comparing  them  with  those  to  be  seen 
on  the  premises  of  a  British  farmed,  as  at  all  equal  either 
in  symmetry  or  weight.  His  cows  were  really. beautiful , 
the  working  oxen  powerful,  and  in  fine  condition  $  a  bull 
shewn  us  was  as  fine  an  animal  as  I  almost  ever  saw  in 
this  country ,  and  at  a  late  agricultural  meeting  in  the 
Dukedom,  (of  which  several  exist,  and  at  which  recently 
this  gentleman  had  the  gold  medal  awarded  him  for  the 
best  three  year  old  Gow  shewn) ,  this  animal  was  con^* 
sidered  the  second  best  produced.  The  horses  were, 
compared  with  our  beautiful  Suffolk  stock ,  very  inferior, 
though  by  no  means  cither  in  breed  or  condition  discre- 
ditable either  to  the  judgement  or  the  good  keep  of  their 
master. 

The  bullocks  are  chiefly  fattened  with  hay ,  corn  and 
wash;  the  cows  and  working  oxen  with  clover,  oil  cake, 
and  wash.  A  large  brandy  distillery  is  on  the  preniises, 
and  after  the  spirit  is  extracted  from  the  potatoes,  the 
refuse  supplies  the  cattle  and  swine  on  the  premises, 
the  latter  a  most  unsightly  animal,  high  on  the  leg,  long 
in  the  back,   lean  on  the  ribs  |   and  coarse  in  the  coat. 
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Tbif  ^arm  consists  of  300  acres  of  excellent  land,  is 
called  the  farm  of  Offenthal ,  and  where,  at  not  a  quarter 
of  the  present  rent ,  the  predecessor  of  the  widow's  most 
respectahle  husband,  could  not  niahc  ends  meet,  industry 
and  skill  have  enabled  the  present  occupiers  to  acquire 
independence  in  the  estate.  It  is  a  priyate  domain  ap- 
pertaining to  the  Duke  and  the  rent  paid  for  it  is  in  corn, 
as  follows  ,  and  may  be  so  valued. 

1100  sacks  Rye    valued  at     ...     .     400  guldens 

flGi)       n       Oats       »  »     .     .     .     .     350  » 

flO       n       Wheat  n         »     .     .     .     .     iOO         » 

Cash too         » 

fl.    930 

Deduction   for  Tithe   collected  in  \ 
three  villages  valued  at   .     •     •   ( 


11.    780 
Thus    780  guldens   or  Ott  pounds   arc  paid   for  800 
acres  of  tithe  free  land. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  treated  on  agriculture  in 
the  following  part  of  my  work,  when  describing  the 
Palatinate ,  which  I^  regard  as  one  of  the  most  prolific 
countries  of  Germany ,  as  being  the  brightest  gem  in  the 
diadem  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Darmstadt,  and  where  it 
has  heen  my  good  fortune  to  make  several  valuable  acquaint- 
ances ,  in  every  sense  of  the  word ,  for  information , 
pleasure ,  and  the  joys  of  hospitality ;  but  as  a  repetition 
of  the  subject  >  except  to  the  agriculturist  might  not  be 
of  interest,  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  digressing 
from  the  general  subjects  of  my  work ,  and  beg  the  reader, 
not  interested  in  the  pursuit ,  to  skip  over  the  pages  de- 
voted to  so  useful  and  so  agreeable  an  occupation. 

For  three  most  important  objects,  to  which  he  has 
directed  his  attention,  I  consider  the  whole  Dukedom  of 
Darmstadt  peculiarly  indebted  to  Mr.  Hesse,  counsellor 
of  government  to  the  Grand  Duke.  This  gentleman,  devoling 
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his  time ,  attention ,  and  talent  to  the  general  improye- 
ment  of  the  country ,  has  throng^h  his  unwearied  iexertions 
in  the  cause  of  education,  done  more  for  the  spread  of 
knowledge,  the  cultiyation  of  the  mental  faculties,  and 
thereby  the  moral  improvement  of  the  people ,  than  any 
indiridual  perhaps  in  the  country.  If  to  this  inestimable 
blessing ,  we  add,  that  in  an  equal  degree  he  has  laboured 
to  adrance  the  progress  of  agriculture ,  and  to  render 
excellent  the  roads  throughout  the  Dukedom,  then  indeed 
may  this  gentleman  be  regarded  as  a  patriot  in  his  own 
country,  and  as  a  friend  to  his  species  in  every  land 
where  the  advancement  of  knowledge ,  and  the  consequent 
improvement  of  the  human  race ,  may  be  regarded  as 
shedding  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  o'er  the  children  of 
humanity.  To  a  work  on  these  three  important  subjects » 
written  by  Mr.  Hesse,  I  am  in  a  great  degree  indebted 
for  the  following  remarks  on  the  agriculture  of  the  Pala- 
tinate, a  like  liberty  I  shall  take  with  this  gentleman's 
work  when  treating  on  the  system  of  education,  as  adopted 
in  M entz ,  and  throughout  this  ,  in  many  respects  ,  highly 
favoured  land.  I  shall  endeavour  to  render  my  obset- 
vations  as  concise  as  possible. 

Throughout  that  part  of  the  Rhenish  provinces  apper* 
taining  to  Darmstadt ,  and  bordering  on  the  sometimes 
rather  unruly  Rhine,  from  the  overflowing  of  the  stream 
the  hopes  of  the  peasant  are  occasionally  blighted  in  the 
loss  of  his  crop  of  hay ,  but  his  loss  is  compensated  for 
in  some  measure,  by  the  benefit  his  meadows  generally 
derive  from  such  an  inundation ;  the  produce  of  hay  at 
the  first  mowing  is  generally  about  one  Ton,  and  the 
after  produce ,  half  the  quantity ,  tho'  on  many  spots  it 
produces  double  the  weight  p.  acre. 

In  some  districts  where  the  water  stands  a  length  of 
time  on  the  land,  corn  and  grass  are. both  greatly  injured, 
sometimes  totally  destroyed,   and  here  from  the  stagnant 

18* 
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waters  the  exLalations  are  so  injurious  ^  that  such  sitna> 
tions  are  aroided  as'  hig^hly  pernicious  to  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants*  On  this  account  the  government  is  most 
careful  in  the  construction  of  dams. 

In  the  ricinity  of  Worms  are  the  best  meadows.  So 
much  dung  is  necessary  in  districts  were  the  grape  is 
cultiyated,  that  pot«much  is  spared  for  the  improvement 
of  the  meadow  lands  ;  fortunately  in  this  neighbourhood 
the  corn  lands  are  so  generally  fruitful,  that  they 'do 
not  frequently  require  the  aid  of  manure.  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  being  on  terms  of  friendship  with  a  gentle- 
man living  at  Ilahnheim  ,  over  whose  excellently  farmed 
lands  I  walked  late  in  the  month  of  September , « and 
where  I  saw  clover,  then  knee  deep,  that  had  been  mown 
already  three  times  $  and  on  land  that  had  not  been 
dunged  since  fourteen,  nor  fallowed  for  twenty  years. 

In  making  their  fallows  ,  the  land  is  generally  ploughed 
immediately  after  harvest ,  well  laid  up  and  water  fur- 
rowed for  the  beneficial  cooperation  of  the  frost  during 
winter.  Three  or  four  clean  earths  are  then  given ,  har- 
rowing, and  if  necessary  rolling  between  each  ploughing. 
Following  these  ploughings ,  if  necessary ,  the  land  is 
picked  clean  of  weeds ,  the  same  being  carried  off  the 
land  or  burnt. 

The  dung  is  generally  carried  out  of  the  yards ,  four  or 
^re  times  during  the  year,  or  when  other  agricultural  work 
ban  not  be  effected  with  either  the  horses,  or  working  oxen. 
On  an  acre  of  land,  about  three  quarters  English,  circa 
20  one  horse  loads  is  calculated  p.  acre,  the  load  weighing 
circa  i&  Cwt. 

The  plough  in  general  use  in  the  Palatinate  is  far  from 
complete ,  very  unlike  that  manufactured  by  friend  Ran- 
som in  Ipswich.  It  is  not  unlike  our  English  wheel 
plough,  but  not  sufficiently  curved  in  the  breast,  and 
consequently  does  not  turn  the  farrow  y   but  only  hogs  it. 
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The  land  18  seldom  ploughed  deeper  than  from  6  to   7 
inches  the  first  ploughing ,  and  less  deep  afterwards. 

The  course  of  cropping  is  most  singular,  and  as  in 
this  country  very  little  land  is  farmed  by  tenants  5  but  in 
almost  all  cases  is  the  property  of  the  peasant  occupying 
it,  one  hears  not,  as  with  us,  so  much  about  covenants,  each 
individual  planting  his  land  as  his  judgement  or  his  inte- 
rest directs  him  —  Mr.  Hesse  gives  the  following  as  the 
course  of  farming,  extracted  from  his  books: 

The  land  is  sewn  with  Bye  or  cole-seed.  Before  win- 
ter the  land  between  the  plants  is  hocn  ^  and  so  soon  as' 
the  Bape-seed  is  harvested,  the  land,  is  ploughed  to  pre- 
vent as  much  as  possible  the  vegetation  of  the  weeds; 
this  earth  is  only  5  or  4  inches  deep.  An  average  crop 
of  Bape  -  seed  is  calculated  at  &  sacks ,  the  same  of  Rye  ^ 
the  sack  reckoned  at  190  Pounds,  with  20  Gwt.  of  Bye - 
straw.  If  there  is  sufficient  time  before  winter  the  land 
has  a  second  ploughing. 

The  land  is  now  sown  with  wheat,  but  there  is  not 
that  care  observed  in  the  preparation  of  the  seed  as  with 
US  in  £ngland,  salt  and  lime  is  frequently  used,  but  I 
have  not  yet  heard  of  either  arsenic  or  vitriol,  being  applied^ 
.and  yet  smut  in  the  corn  is  less  frequently  found  than 
with  us.  The  wheat  grown  is  generally  of  an  excellent 
quality,  5  sacks  being  regarded  as  a  fair  average,  with 
18  Cwt.  of  straw.  The  wheat  and  rye  crops  are  reaped: 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  ground ,  and  consequently  the 
necessity  for  haulming  is  obviated. 

In  the  spring  of  the  fourth  year  potatoes  are  planted ; 
these  are  put  in,  in  rows  5  feet  asunder,  and  the  plants 
2  and  ^2  ^cct  apart.  Where  land  is  in  small  lots  in  the 
hands  of  the  peasant  the  plants  are  kept  clean  alone  through 
hoeing^  but  on  extensive  farms  in  addition  to  the  hoe^  a 
small  one  -  horse  plough  is  made  use  of.  The  produce  of 
the   potatoe'crop,    is  on  an  average^-  about  SO  sacks  p. 
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aicre.  With  a  heavy  crome  the  maio  crop  of  potatoes 
are  usually  taken  up,  the  residue  heing  collected  after 
ploughing. 

In  the  fifth  year  the  land  is  only  hoen  down ,  and  the 
barley  being  sown  on  the  surface  is  ploughed  in  fleet,  the 
clover  being  lightly  rolled  in  about  a  fortnight  after*  — 
The  ayerage  of  the  Barley  crop  is  from  about  S  to  8  sacks, 
the  straw  weighiog  circa]  15  Cwt.  Little  more  than  2 
Bush,  of  seed  is  sown  p.  acre. 

The  two  following  years  the  clover  is  retained  upon 
the  land  ^  when  in  full  blossom  it  is  mown  and  made  into 
elover  hay,  S5  Cwt.  p.  acre  being  considered  an  average 
crop.  The  second  time  it  is  generally  cut  green  for  the 
cattle.  This  is  Mi*.  Hesse's  account,  but  to  my  certain 
knowledge ,  and  on  the  lands  of  several  friends  this  crop 
produces  often  fourfold.  In  the  second  year  of  the  clover 
the  stubble  is  broken  the  latter  end  of  June ,  or  beginning 
of  July,  and  being  twice  ploughed,- is  ready  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  wheat. 

The  ninth  year  produces  the  same  crop  as  the  third, 
and  after  harvest  the  land  is  ploughed  once  or  twice 
more. 

In  the  tenth  year  the  cropping  is  the  same  as  in  the 
fourth.     After  harvest  the  land  is  again  ploughed. 

In  the  eleventh  year  the  seed  oats  are  sown  on  the 
surface,  and  ploughed  in  as  fleet  as  possible;  0  sacks  of 
oats  p.  acre,  and  10  Cwt.  of  straw  being  considered  a  fair 
average  crop. 

To  my  agricultural  readers  this  average  of  produce 
will  be  regarded  as  small,  compared  with  that  obtained  in 
England,  but  when  instead  of  our  regular  four  course 
system  of  farming,  and  regular  dunging,  it  is  kept  in  mind 
that  here  ten  crops  are  produced  with  only  one  covering 
of  manure ,  and  that  too  with  only  one  clean  fallow  their 
wonder  will  cease. 
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The  land  generally  speaking  throughoat  the  Palatinate 
is  of  a  fine  mixed  soil ,  capable  of  growing  excellent  tur* 
nips,  and  light  enough  for  feeding  off,  but  this  useful  root 
is  by  no  means  so  extensively  grown  as  with  us »  J»ut  con- 
siderable breadths  of  Manglewurxel  are  cultivated.  In 
the  vicinity  of  towns  also,  considerable  quantities  of 
Qari*ots ,  french  beans ,  and  vegetables  are  grown.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mentz  the  lands  of  several  parishes  are 
entirely  devoted  to  the  growth  of  vegetables. 

Fruit  forms  also  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  pro- 
fit, and  the  domestic  support  of  the  peasant  -^  Plums  are 
dried  for  winter  use ,  and  from  them  are  also  distilled 
brandy.  Apples  and  pears  are  dried  also,  as  before  obser- 
ved in  slices,  and  also  converted  into  cyder  and  perry,  where 
the  grape  is  not  cultivated  —  Standard  peaches  and  apri- 
cots are  quite  common,  and  remarkably  cheap,  and  cherries 
(also  dried),  and  walnuts  in  abundance. 

In  this  neighbourhood  much  beer  is  brewed,  but  by 
far  not  so  much  as  in  parts  of  Germany  where  they  do 
not  make  wine ,  and  is  consequently  not  so  good  as  in 
those  districts.  In  Bavaria  the  beer  is  excellent.  I  have 
never  yet  seen  any  under -draining  in  this  country,  and 
they  seem  ignorant  of  it  altogether  $  indeed  in  an  open 
country  like  this,  where  no  ditches  exist,  except  occasio- 
nally by  the  side  of  a  road,  if  ever  so  necessary,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  off  the  surface  water ,  by  means  of 
under  drains  ,  therefore  alone  by  the  water  furrow  f  or  by 
natural  absorption  they  get  rid  of  it. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  horses  are  more  in  use  thai^ 
in  many  other  districts ,  where  oxen ,  and  in  mountainous 
parts  small  cows  are  used  for  all  agricultural  purposes. 
Owing  to  the  judicious  arrangements  of  the  government, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hesse,  so  much  is  done  for 
the  improvement  of  the  country  in  respect  to  the  roads 
that  ample  employment   is   found  for  the  peasant's   horses 
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daring  the  winter ,  wben  the  labours  of  the  field  are  at  a 
stand  still. 

On  a  farm  of  from  SO  to  60  acres  •  ivhere  the  soil  is 
not  heavy,  the  industrious  peasant  performs  all  the  work 
with  one  horse.  This  animal  is  generally  very  hard  worked, 
the  carts,  or  long  two  wheeled  waggons  in  general  use, 
being  extremely  cumbersome  and  heavy,  altho'  in  the 
lofty  wine  districts  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  In  the  low 
agricultural  parts ,  Mr.  Hesse  is  of  opinion ,  that  two  hor* 
ses,  and  the  use  of  the  four  wheeled  waggon  would  be  in 
the  long  run  even  cheaper,  particularly  where  at  all  timea 
employment  is  to  be  found  for  the  horses  ^irhen  not  at 
work  on  the  land. 

Few  horses  are  reared  in  this  part  of  Germany,  owing 
to  the  deficiency  in  meadow  land,  except  in  the  vicinity 
of  Oppenheim  ;  Guntersblum ,  and  a  few  other  places ,  but 
the  deficiency  is  not  so  much  felt  in  consequence  of  the 
general  use  of  oxen  and  cows  for  agricultural  purposes. 
The  average  price  for  a  good  farming  horse  is  about  160 
guldens. 

Of  oxen  there  is  no  particular  race  peculiar  to  this 
country,  but  a  fine  stock  is  bred  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Donnersberg,  and  many  are  imported  from  Switzerland. 
The  whole  of  the  bullocks ,  whether  used  for  labour ,  or 
fatting^  are*  all  stall  -  fed ;  except  the  young  stock  ,  reared 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Worms,  and  Oppenheim.  The 
i^tock  thus  become  tender  from  unnatural  warmth  and 
diet,  are  subject  frequently  to  sickness,  particularly  com- 
plaints of  the  chest.  The  cow  shares  the  same  life  of 
restraint ,  the  peasant  mowing  the  whole  of  the  food  for 
his  stock.  This  robs  the  country  often  of  one  of  its  great- 
est  beauties,  for  when  the  blessing  of  liberty  is  awarded 
the  poor  beast ,  'tis  always  under  the  eye  of  the  herdsman, 
and  alone  to  luxuriate  upon  the  fallotv  field,  seldom  the 
heifer  treads  the  flowery  mead.     When  near  to   a  large 
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town,  the  peasant's  wife  takes  there  her  milk  for  sale,  as 
heing  more  profitable,  and  less  troublesome  than  makinj^ 
it  into  butter  or  cheese  -^ —  the  latter  denominated  hand" 
cheese f  being  made  by,  and  of  the  size  of  that  useful 
member.  When  first  I  saw,  and  smelt,  these  delicacies, 
I  could  not  endure  either  one  or  the  other,  but  use  is 
second  nature ,  they  are  endurable.  There  are  not  suf* 
ficient  fat  stock  brought  to  market  of  home  grazing ,  there* 
fore  many  are  brought  from  the  Vogelsberg.  The  price 
of  a  two  year  old  cow  is  70  guldens.  A  fat  ox  weighing 
800  Pounds,  is  144  guldens.  A  two  year  old  good  Bull  or 
ox  from  60  to  70  guldens. 

There  are  few  hogs  reared  in  this  immediate  neigh* 
bourhood,  but  are  chiefly  brought  from  the  wild  moun- 
tainous parts  of  Nassau  and  Rhine  -  provinces  of  Bavaria  ^ 
the  breed  is  vile,  long,  lean  and  unsightly,  yet  the  pork 
generally  is  here  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Still  less  important  is  the  breed  of  sheep  -^  oh !  how 
one  misses  in  this  country  the  fine  breed  of  the  beautiful 
Southdowns  of  England:  they  sadly  want  a  little  instruction 
from  our  noble  patriot  Boke ,  the  pride  of  Norfolk ,  and 
the  beloved  of  every  Briton's  heart. 

The  distillation  of  brandy  forms  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  profits  of  the  farmer  here.  This  is  produced  most  fre- 
quently from  potatoes,  malt,  and  corn,  often  from  plums, 
and  in  good  wine  years  from  the  lees  of  the  wine.  The 
price  of  brandy  is  on  the  average  ISO  guldens  p.  piece 
and  contains  1400  English  quarts. 

Tobacco  is  also  cultivated,  though  not  extensively, 
and  of  an  inferior  quality,  it  is  chiefly  afterwards  manu- 
factured in  JHentz  ,  Bingen ,  and  Worms. 

There  are  independent  of  the  fine  mills  on  the  Rhine, 
many  corn ,  and  oil  mills  in  this  country ,  particularly 
on  the  Eisbach,  Pfrimmbach,  and  Seebach,  near  Ost- 
hofen  etc. 
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Spiouing  was  formerly  a  chief  employmoot  for  tho 
poor  people  of  this  country,  but  field  labour  beings  novr 
far  better  paid,  the  use  of  the  wheel  is  nearly  disco ntinued* 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  comparative  expence 
of  a  German  farmer's  house,    attached  to  a  farm  of  iOO 
acres  9    and  that  of  an  English  farm  house   on  the  same 
sised  farm.     It  is    to    be    observed  that   in    all  the   farm 
houses,  in  Wine  districts,  a  good  cellar  is  a  chief  requisite* 
House,    with   kitchen,     four  rooms   andi    ^  ^^^      ,, 
«ched  Cellar  ........     1   ^'^«  6"^'»*'"«- 

Stalls  for  20  head  of  Cattle  .  .  ,  .  .  I,o00  « 
Barn-room  for  the  green  food  daily  cut  .  500  w 
Barn  for  the  Corn  grown,  500  Shocks   ,    2,000 

7,000  guldens. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  is  all  under  one  roof. 

In  the  Palatinate  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  is  parti- 
cularly profitable,  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  the  advan- 
tageous situation  of  the  lands,  the  hills  generally  having 
a  declivity  from  Northeast  to  Southwest,  being  all  cir« 
eumstances  highly  in  its  favour,  and  the  chalky  nature  of 
the  soil  rendering  the  land  extremely  prolific.  The  Romans 
cultivated  the  Grape  here,  and  during  a  period  of  iSOO 
years  its  growth  has  gone  on  daily  increasing,  but  more 
particularly  since  the  wise  abolition  of  that  hateful  impost. 
Tithe,  which  more  than  any  other  burden  is  oppressive y 
nnjust ,  and  iniquitous ;  a  check  to  honest  industry ,  a  bar 
to  improvement,  and  a  bitter  source  of  contention  and 
animosity ,  between  those  who  most  should  live  at  peace^ 
the  pastor  and  his  fiock. 

I  know  not ,  that  to  even  my  agricultural  friends  a  page 
or  two  devoted,  to  an  account  of  the  grape  will  be  accept- 
able ,  but  at  all  events ,  as  embracing  a  part  of  my  under- 
taking, I  shall  venture  a  few  observations  on  the  subject* 

The  best  wines  of  the  Palatinate  are  grown  between 
Meutz  and  Worms,    but  that  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
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tliis  placo  are  not  *80  good ,  th^  quality  not  being  of  that 
fine  vinous,  and  aromatie  flavour  to  be  found  at  Lauben- 
helm ,  Inhere  the  grape  first  acquires  a  fine  body  and  fla* 
your.  Through  the  \¥hole  of  Rhein  Hessen  ivine  is  grown, 
but  not  equally  good;  it  is  all  nearly  white^  but  an  excel- 
lent red  wine  is  grown  at  Ober-  and  IViederingelheim. 

The  earth  is  generally  trenched  two  feet  deep  as  a 
preparation  for  planting,  the  upper  soli  being  deposited 
at  the  bottom  for  the  roots  of  the  vine  to  strike  in,  and 
beaause  the  chalk  which  generally  forms  the  substrata  being 
brought  to  the  surface  attracts  the  rays  of  the  sun  ,  and 
thus  forwards  the  ripening  of  the  grape.  The  plants  are 
placed  in  rows ,  and  each  plant  three  and  a  half,  or  four 
feet  asunder.  Selection  of  the  plants  is  generally  made 
from  runners  of  the  strongest  and  best  growth  of  bearing 
vines,  which  laid  in  the  soil  the  previous  year  have  made 
root.  At  the  time  of  planting ,  particularly  in  poor  soils, 
a  selection  of  the  best  dung  should  bo  used ,  which  mixed 
with  street  sweeping  is  considered  very  beneficial.  In 
wet  and  cold  districts,  and  where  the  soil  is  heavy,  and 
tenacious ,  particularly .  in  clay  5  the  trenching  should  if 
possible  be  finished  before  the  winter,  that  the  earth  mellow* 
ed  by  frost  may  be  in  a  better  state  to  receive  the  plants, 
whereas  in  the  drier  soils  it  is  preferable  to'  wait  till  the 
spring,  that  the  moisture  may  be  retained.  In  very  heavy 
soils  it  is  very  advisable' a  light  earth  or  sand  should  be 
put  against  the  roots  of  the  fresh  planted  vine^  and  to 
tread  the  same  lightly  to  the  root. 

One  operation  much  surprised  me,  till  I  learnt  the 
reason  for  it ,  which  was  the  use  of  a  very  short  handled 
hoe  used  in  hoeing  between  the  plants,  whereby  the  labour- 
er at  his  work  was  constantly  in  a  painfully  stooping 
position  —  This  I  afterwards  heard  thus  accounted  for, 
that  in  this  operation ,  the  plants  should  not  be  injured 
by  the   long  handle  of  his  tool   slivering  the  plants  5    in 
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every  direction  sarroanding  him.  So  soon  as  tlie  severity 
of  tbe  weather  has  ceased,  the  monads  of  earth  piled 
round  each  plant  are  levelled,  and  the  land  carefully 
cleared. 

So  soon  as  the  blossoming  of  the  grape  is  over,*  the 
plants  are  carefully  tied  with  straw  bands  to  the  stakes » 
and  the  shoots  above  the  upper  band  cut  off.  Before  the 
vintage  the  land  is  carefully  hoed  down  on  account  of  the 
fast  growth  of  the  weeds,  care  being  taken  not  to  brush 
against  the  grapes.  After  the  vintage  the  crown  or  roots 
of  the  vines  are  most  carefully  covered  over  with  earth  to 
protect  them  from  the  frost. 

The  hoeing  should  be  done  at  least  three  times  during 
the  summer,  in  the  month  of  May  6  inches  deep,  and  in  the 
latter  end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July;  .in  this  hoeing 
they  seek  to  render  the  earth  as  level  as  possible ,  from 
the  earth  drawn  between  the  rows  from  the  mounds  round 
the  vines.  Independent  of  the  third  hoeing  which  takes 
place  just  before  the  closing  of  the  vineyards ,  they  in 
many  places  hoe  the  earth  directly  after  the  vintage. 

In  some  heavy  soils  the  earth,  not  closing  round  the 
roots,  they  appear  to  me  to  use  the  hoe  too  deep,  whe* 
reby  the  roots  remain  exposed  to  the  too  great  heat  of 
the  sun ,  and  consequently  not  only  the  crop ,  but  often 
the  wine  itself  is  injured. 

There  Is  also  a  difference  in  the  periods  and  manner  of 
dunging  the  vines.  In  some  places  this  takes  place  only 
once  in  three  or  four  years ;  in  winter  a  part  of  the  earth 
being  removed  from  the  roots  of  the  vine,  the  dimg  is  laid 
to  the  crown  and  covered  over  with  the  previously  remo- 
ved earth.  In  other  places  a  trench  is  made  about  two 
feet  wide,  and  eight  inches  deep,  the  dung  four  inches 
deep  is  deposited  in  the  trenches,  and  being  covered  with 
soil  is  left  till  the  spring,  when  it  is  hoed  out,  and  made 
to  cover  the  whole  sj^ce  between  the  vines  on  one  side. 
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the  following  year  tbe  opposite  side  receiyingp  the  like 
adrantage ;  by  this  means  the  dung  lies  always  light  in 
the  trenches ,  and  not  being  trod  upon  after  being  covered 
decomposes  lighter  and  better^  which  as  the  dung  is  often 
carried  out  of  the  peasant's  yard  very  long  and  little 
decomposed ,  is  the  more  necessary.  Each  acre  requires 
about  2^9  one  horse  cart  loads  of  dung,  but  it  is  to  be 
observed  in  depositing  the  manure  that  the  trences  for  the 
same  should  not  be  dug  so  deep  in  the  old  vineyard,  as  in 
the  more  recently  planted  ,  on  account  of.  the  roots  of  the 
old  plants  lying  nearer  to  the  surface. 

The  trimming  and  pruning  of  the  vine  is  too  particular, 
and  so  voluminous  a  subject  to  treat  upon,  that  to  enter 
into  the  matter  would  require  more  time  than  I  can  devote 
in  this  work  to  the  subject.  Spring  is  the  season  for 
catting. 

The  stakes  nsed  in  supporting  the  vines  should  be 
selected  as  strong  as  possible ,  to  protect  them  against 
high  winds.  The  stakes  remain  generally  all  winter^ 
being  only  firmly  pressed  into  the  ground,  when  the 
grapes  are  cut,  but  in  some  parts,  where  wood  is  scarce, 
they  are  taken  up,  and  preserved  for  the  following  spring. 

The  shoots  growing  above  the  stakes  ,  generally  about 
five  feet  high,  are  cut  off 5  tied  in  little  bundles  and 
placed  on  the  top  of  the  stakes ,  that  the  same  before 
the  close  of  the  vineyard ,  namely  in  September ,  can  be 
brought  home ,  but  it  is  evidently  better  to  cut  the  same 
still  shorter ,  in  order  that  the  grapes  may  be  thus  brought 
to  grow  nearer  the  ground ,  that  not  being  so  exposed 
to  the  wind  they  may  neither  be  so  liable  to  injury, 
better ,  and  prove  of  a  superior  quality. 

A  watch  is  set  night  and  day,  so  soon  as  the  vineyards 
are  closed ,  generally  about  September ,  when  no  indivi- 
dual, unless  he  possesses  a  quite  detached  vineyard,  is 
permitted  to  enter,  even  his  own  property,  till  the  vintage 
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commemces.  Theso  guards  ure  appointed  by  ike  heads  of 
each  commanitj,  being  al^rays  selected  from  the  most 
honest  of  the  poorer  parishioners ,  they  do  no  other  work<, 
and  each  man  Las  the  watching  of  forty  or  fifty  acres  , 
placed  under  his  care;  At  this  period  a  proprietor  wishing 
to  yisit  his  own  vineyard  must  hare  the  permission  of  the 
Burgomaster.  The  duties  of  the  guard  continue  till  the 
ftnal  close  of  the  vintage. 

The  grapes  being  gathered,  they  are  conveyed  in  baskets 
by  women  and  children  from  the  hills ,  to  the  bottom  of 
the  vineyard,  where  being  thrown  into  large  tubs  the  juice 
is  extracted  by  men  stamping  upon  the  fruit,  who  for 
this  purpose  have  on  immense  jackboots.  On  large  estates 
tho'  this  process  is  performed  by  a  mill ,  which  at  all 
events  has  a  more  inviting  appearance.  The  grapes  when 
thus  pressed  are  taken  home  to  undergo  the  further  proeeas 
of  strainings  fermentation  etc. 

While  the  wine  is  in  its  infant  state ,  ah !  even  while 
pressing  in  the  field ,  speculation  already  commences ,  and 
many  wine  merchants  and  others ,  buy  and  carry  to  their 
own  cellars  the  moast »   or  juice  just  pressed. 

Mr.  Hesse  in  his  very  meritorious  work ,  has  entered 
copiously  into  the  subject  of  profit  and  loss  to  both  grower 
and  trader,  and  willingly  would  I  follow  him  in  so  really 
interesting  a  subject,  did  my  space  admit  of  my  doing  its 
or  did  I  conceive  it  of  interest,  in  a  country  where  climate 
fofbids  us  the  means  of  cultivating  the  grape.  In  thi» 
account  he  goes  into  the  wkol^  value  of  a  farm,  and 
estimating  a  wine  estate  at  a  certain  value ,  he  calculate* 
its  cost  for  labour,  buildings,  manure,  implements,  and 
sundry  minor  charges,  the  interest  on  the  capital  it  requiree 
etc.  —  Against  this  he  reckons  the  value  of  its  product  — 
namely  wine  from  such  part  as  is  in  full  produce ,  and  of 
the  best  quality,  and  old  wine  ground  at  less  quantity, 
and  inferior  quality,    and  be  makes  the  same   to  prodfiect 
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on  an  estate  of  the  value  of  122,550  guldens  only  420 
guldens  9  consequently  lets  tban  ibree  and  a  half  p.  cent. 
This  calculation  is  on  an  average  of  years ,  and  supposing 
the  i¥hole  labour  to  he  paid  for ,  and  that  the  peasant  is 
necessitated  to  sell  directly  after  the  vintage ;  hut  as  the 
peasant  most  generally  performs  all  the  -work,  through  the 
application  of  his  own  and  family's  exertions ,  this  ex^ 
pense  is  spared,  and  as  wine  after  the  vintage  often 
advances,  say  from  520  to  80  p.  cent  very  often  in  the 
aucceeding  four  or  five  months,  in  favourable  wine  seasons, 
it  naturally  makes  to  the  grower  a  most  important  difference, 
if,  he  is  in  such  circumstances  as  to  be  able  cto  watch 
the  turn  of  the  market »  as  Gobbet  used  to  say ,  when 
speaking  of  the  money  market,  and  « the  ragmen. » 

It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  in  very  good^  that  is 
abundant  years ,  that  casks  are  so  uncommonly  in  demand, 
and  with  the  peasant  the  means  of  purchasing  them  so 
short ,  that  on  sending  two  new  easks ,  each  reckoned  in 
value ,  at  such  times ,  at  from  SO  to  40  guldens  >  that  the 
peasant  will  willingly  fill  one  cask  for  the  sender,  in 
return  for  the  gift  of  the  other,  and  thus  you  obtain  a 
whole  piece  of  wine  containing  1400  bottles  for  that 
trifling  sum;  but  in  the  years  1826  and  1828  it  is  an 
authenticated  fact,  that  so  abundant  was  the  wine,  and 
so  reduced  the  value,  that  after  the  vintage  much  wine 
was  sold  at  14  guldens  the  piece,  which  after  deducting 
4  guldens  duty ,  left  the  peasant,  about  eighteen  shillings 
English  for  a  whole  pieces  fancy  a  bottle  of  wine  for  a 
penny. 

This  tremendous  loss  proceeds  most  generally  from 
the  abundance  of  the  season,  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of 
the  peasant  not  affording  him  the  means  either  of  par* 
chasing  casks,  or  of  retaining  his  wine  on  speculation; 
but  that  he  does  not  obviate  the  latter  difficulty,  by  having 
a  larger  number  of  casks  than  generally  he  may  calcvliite 
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upon  requiring ,  is  astonishing ,  experience  one  would 
imagine  should  induce  him  to  he  in  the  ppssession  of  such 
a  property ,  with  as  much  care ,  as  the  very  furniture  of 
his  house. 

The  peasants  of  this  part  of  Germany  are  generally 
speaking  a  good  looking ,  healthy,  rohust,  and  industrious 
race  of  men ;  for  feeling  that  his ,  and  the  existence  of 
his  whole  family  depends  on  their  united  efforts ,  he  trains 
his  children  in  habits  of  rigid  economy  and  unceasing 
labour 9  and  to  this  cause,  may  chiefly  be  attributed  the 
great  improvement  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

To  the  frequent  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
governors  and  government ,  the  alterations  in  the  laws , 
religious  animosities  etc.',  (the  Palatinate  being  generally 
the  field  on  which  European  feuds  have  been  decided , 
when  an  appeal  to  arms  has  taken  place) ,  the  cultivation 
of  the  mind  has  been  through  these  meaiis  and  causes  ^ 
greatly  impeded ;  but  through  the  wise  regulations  of  the 
administration  of  the  present  government,  aided  by  the 
appointment  of  good,  and  well  informed  pastors  and 
shoolmasters,  and  the  impartial  administration  of  wise  and 
beneficent  laws ,  a  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the  people ,  who 
formerly  quarrelled  so  much  among  themselves  thait  each 
village  seemed  a  small  republic ,  where  each  wished  to 
be  the  leading  star  of  his  party ,  and  to  oppose  the  wishes 
and  interest  of  his  neighbour.  With  better  feelings, 
order  has  taken  the  place  .  of  irregularity ,  peace  has 
banished  dissension,  and  cleanliness  of  person  and  habits, 
combined  with  industry ,  are  the  results ;  this  latter  virtue 
is  far  more  conspicuous  here  than  in  many  parts  of  Ger- 
many. The  general  improvement  in  morals,  habits,  and 
manners  is  certainly  in  a  great  degree  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  mental  advancement  of  the  rising  generation ,  thro' 
the  operations  of  education,  the  order  of  things  being  nqw. 
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totally  reversed,    at  present   the   ebild  here  instructs  the 
parent. 

The  nature  of  living  is  quite  in  character  with  the 
climate ,  its  products ,  and  the  resources  of  the  people. 
The  breakfast  consists  in  weak  coffee  ^  (the  German  must 
have  his  coffee),  and  bread.  At  eight  the  peasant  after  four  or 
five  hour's  work  eats  his  rye  -  bread  and  cheese.  At  twelve 
he  dines  off  potatoes  or  other  vegetables,  and  a  small 
proportion  of  pork ,  seldom  wine ,  and  at  supper  soup , 
fresh  cheese ,  or  curd ;  in  Summer  often  sour  milk.  At 
particular  periods,  of  hard  work  they  live  a  little  better , 
but  on  all  ordinary  occasions  the  poorest  or  lightest  wine 
only  is  drank.  On  Sundays  beef,  as  a  delicacy  is  eaten, 
but  generally  milk  and  potatoes  form  the  chief  support  of 
the  peasant. 

Once  in  the  year  at  least,  every  house  undergoes  h 
thorough  cleansing,  this  is  at  the  period  of  Kirchweih  ^ 
or  fe^st  of  the  patron  sainlt  of  the  church.  At  this  time 
friends  from  far  and  near,  invite  and  welcome  each 
other ,  felist ,  driuk ,  and  spend  far  too  much  money. 
These  feastings  cause  often  an  expence  of* from  fifty  to 
a  hundred  guldens,  which  frequently  can  but  ill  be  spared, 
and  end  in  brutalizing  drunkenness,  fighting,  and  not 
very  unfrequently  in  blood -shedding. 

Agricultural  servants  receive  generally  about  80  gul- 
dens, a  female  servant  30  guldens.  When  the  labourer 
is  boarded  by  the  peasant ,  his  pay  is  from  12  to  iO 
kreutzers,  without  board  from  120  to  24  kreutzers. 

The  agricultural  society  since  three  years  past  have 
given  prizes  to  servants  who  have  served  their  masters 
faithfully  for  a  given  number  of  years.  During  this  period 
they  have  distributed  rewards  to  70  male  and  106  female 
servants ,  who  have  continued  with  the  same  master  above 
eight  years,  and  to  201  labourers  who  have  worked  on  the 
same  farm ,    or  with  the  same  master  twenty  years.     The 

ill 
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•feeling    between    master    and    servant    in    here  friendly  in 
the  extreme. 

From  all  Accounts  the  wine  trade  has  here  suffered  greatly 
through  repeated  wars,  and  very  materially  in  this  country 
through  the  robber  -  like  attack  of  Louis  XIV.  The  dis- 
covery 'of  America  caused  quite  a  revolution  in  the  com* 
merce  of  the  country,  and  the  continental  system  of  Na- 
poleon almost  ruined  trade  in  these  districts.  Since  the 
year  1814  it  has  though  much  revived ;  what  the  effect  of 
the  alteration  of  the  cnstcrm  duties  may  be,  time  must 
shew. 

It  only  remains  to  be  remarked  that  the  most  important 
corn  market  for  the  centre  of  Germany  is  Mentz.  The 
calculation  is  that  upward  of  60,000  coombs  p.  an: 
are  sold^  in  this  market ,  of  which  the  chief  part  is  con- 
sumed in  the  town  and  neighbourhord.  The  wine  is  sold 
chiefly  to  the  interior  parts  of  Germany,  and  very  much 
consumed  in  wine  houses,  realizing  generally  a  profit  of 
from  15  to  55  p.  cent.  ^ 

Every  improvement  is  sure  to  meet  with  opposition 
in  its  commencement,  so  the  excellent  arrangements  of 
Mr.  Hesse,  were  strenuously  objected  to  by  the  pe.nsants, 
in  regard  to  the  roads ,  but  such  is  the  facility  thereby 
afforded  them  of  conveying  their  produce  to  market,  that 
they  now  neither  complain  of  the  expence  nor  labour  it 
has  been  to  them.  What  one  horse  during  the  winter 
effects ,  in  respect,  to  the  carriage  of  corn  and  provisions, 
four  could  hardly  accomplish  before  the  improvement  of 
the  roads. 

Once  mOI:^  to  return  to  my  tour,  we  started  on  the 
87th  after  dinner  to  make  acquaintance  with  the  part  of 
the  Felsenthal  as  yet  unexplored. 

Directly  at  the  back  of  the  farm  of  Offenthal  we 
wound  our  course  to  the  vidley  of  rocks ,  whose  very 
opening    19    characteristic    of    its    appellation,     for    huge 
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masses  from  which  the  very  road  seems  cat  away ,  almost 
appear  as  if  placed  as  a  barrier  to  yoar  path,  and  to 
forbid  your  entrance  to  this  wild  secluded  spot.  We 
had  advanced  but  a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  valley, 
when  we  came  to  a  mill,  so  romantically  situated  as  to 
seem,  not  according^  to  the  old  saying,  was  if  dropped 
from  the  clouds,  >•  but  as  if  fallen  from  the  recks.  Passing 
through  this  yard ,  which  a  dog ,  who  had  broken  his 
chain  in  his  efforts  to  oppose  our  passage ,  seemed  de- 
termined to  effect,  and  whose  barking  brought  out  big 
mistress  to  act  in  the  double  capacity  of  guardian  and 
instructress,  we  learnt  from  her,  that  it  was  hardly  prac* 
ticable  for  the  lords  of  the  creation,  and  for  females 
quite  impossible  to  proceed  along  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley,  and  that  she  advised  us  to  ascend  the  path  up- 
the  mountain  on  our  left,  till  we  came  to  a  road  which 
led  through  the  woods  down  again  into  the  valley  by 
the  next  mill.  This  was  much  easier  said  than  done , 
but  a  determination  to  surmount  every  difficulty  to  gratify 
her  wish  to  explore  this  mountain  pass ,  induced  my  wife 
to  brave  the  scorching  heat ,  the  steep  ascent,  the^  rugged 
rock  ,  and  awful  height ,  —  and  well  its  splendid  scenes 
repaid  her  toil.  Oft  when  regarding,  with  composure 
too,  such  is  the  effect  of  use,  these  most  terrific  heights, 
has  the  recollection  of  some  absent  friend  crowded  upon 
the  imagination  ,  and  produced  such  observations  from 
each  of  us,  as  «what  would  our  esteemed  friend  Mrs.  IV  — 
have  said  to  such  a  view ,  how  would  her  ready  pencil 
have  luxuriated  in  the  beauties  of  this  spot. »  What 
would  poor  B  —  have  said  to  such  a  precipice  as  this , 
«  and  how  would  my  old  companion  L  —  have  smacked 
his  lips  to  think  what  mighty  wine  those  distant  hills 
will  yield.  » 

I    cannot  describe   the    magic    of  each   feature   of  this 
wondrous    spot  —  rock  —  mountain  —  forest  —  the    dark 
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deep  dell  —  the  rashing  stream ;  separate ,  or  combined  ^ 
tbey  all  demand  the  master  mind ,  and  ready  pen  to  tell 
the  beauties  of  the  whole.  Fancy  a  chasm  rent  in  the 
earth  by  some  convulsive  shock  of  nature;  embody  it 
ivitb  every  object  lovely  in  creation  (save  creation's  lo- 
Teliest  work ,  woman ) ,  and  you  have  an  image  of  this 
place  of  magic ,  as  such  only  can  I  regard  it. 

On  descending  the  road  to  the  mill,  the  pointy  which 
our  informant  had  directed  us  to ,  we  found  it  to  be  the 
identical  spot  at  which  on  the  first  evening  of  our  arrival 
we  had  turned  off  to  the  left  to  ascend  the  hill  to  Paters- 
berg.  Thus  having  made  the  whole  tour  of  the  Felsen- 
thai,  we  wound  up  the  steep  hill  to  our  left,  leadings 
to  the  Katz,  instead  of  continuing  in  the  valley,  and 
80  reached  the  town  of  St.  Goarshausen.  In  the  evening 
we  returned  by  the  lovely  Hasenthal  to  Reichenberg. 

The  whole  of  the  following  day  I  devoted  to  writing, 
and  was  gratified  in  the  evening  by  hearing  that  my  friend 
Mr.  Habel  proposed  being  with  us  either  on  the  Thursday 
tor  Friday  following. 

The  following  day  passed  through  the  first  part  of  the 
Hasenthal,  to  the  small  mill  at  the  conclusion  of  the  charm- 
ing meadow  before  described,  and  taking  the  road  by 
the  mill  sharp  to  our  right,  proceeded  towards  Auel. 

Amid  so  many  scenes  to  gratify  the  sight,  an  ardent 
lover  of  the  beauties  of  nature  feels,  (if  limited  in  his  time, 
and  consequently  unable  to  enjoy  all) ,  in  the  situation  of 
a  gourmand,  who  seated  at  a  splendid  feast,  craves  to 
partake  of  every  dish  before  him ,  but  the  extent  of  bis 
appetite  not  being  proportionate  with  his  desires,  he  is  at 
a  loss  how  to  decide ,  for  which  to  give  a  preference ;  and 
so  too,  the  individual  having  such  multiplying  beauties  to 
describe,  feels  in  the  repetition,  at  a  loss  ibr  words  to 
speak  his  admiration  >  for  images  wherewith  to  paint  the 
beauties  spread  before  him. 


\ 
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Four  ladies  from  St.  Goarshausen,  visited  the  castle 
this  afternoon,  and  out  of  respect  for  its  excellent  pos- 
sessor, planted  in  his  g^arden  numerons  flowers »  such  is 
the  tribute  paid  to  the  deserving^. 

The  following^  day  wrote  till  the  afternoon,  when  at 
about  S  O'clock  we  walked  down  to  IfSt.  Goarshausen  by 
the  vinefields,  to  pay  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Nathan ,  who  had  po- 
litely offered  to  accompany  us  over  to  St.  Goar]^  and  to 
inspect  the  ruins  of  Rheinfels.  Thus  accompaincd  we. 
directly  proceeded  to  St.  Goar,  in  which,  except^its 
situation  I  saw  nothings  particularly  to  admire.  At  the 
foot  of  lofty  hills  covered  with  brush  wood , -^  and  a  few 
timber  trees,  the  quiet  little  town  of  St.  Goar  smiles  on  the 
banks  of  the  stream ;  but  certainly  it  is  by  no  means  to 
be  compared  with  its  neighbour,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  ^  indeed  St.  Goarshausen  forms  one  of  the 
lovely  features  viewed  from  this  place,  and  the  Felsen- 
thal ,  and  Hasenthal ,  though  quite  the  property  of  St* 
Goarshausen ,  enhance  the  interest  of  their  neighbour  ia 
the  lovely  view  they  a/ford  it. 

We  ascended  through  the  town  to  the  ruins  of  the 
castle  of  Rheinfels  passing  on  our  way  the  chief  inn  of 
the  place,  the  Lilly.  The  situation  of  this  hotel  towards 
the  Rhine  is  very  lovely ,  but  miserable  towards  the 
narrow  street  in  the  town,  the  houses  opposite  being 
most  wretched,  and  the  assemblage  of  inhabitants  of  the  lower 
orders,  attracted  by  curiosity  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  various  strangers,  arriving,  and  departing,  unpleasant 
in  the  extreme.  By  my  son's  account  who  slept  here  on 
his  way  to  Mentz ,  and  from  all  I  have  heard  reported 
by  others,  the  accommodations  at  this  inn  are  good,  the 
host  a  civil  well  disposed  man,  and  his  charges  moderate. 

But  I  have  wandered  quite  from  the  fortress  of  Rhein- 
fels. Wc  approached  the  fortress  by  a  road  leading  past 
the  catholic  church  and  church-yard,  and  beneath  a  lovely 
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alley  of  trees'.  On  the  left^  the  hill  rose  a  handred  feet 
or  more  hi^h,  covered  'with  underwood  and  trees,  and 
ivith  paths  cut  through  the  same  in  all  directions.  On 
the  rig^ht  the  old  wall  of  the  chnrch  -  yard  and  gardens  , 
uras  perforated  for  musketry  to  defend  the  road  leading 
to  the  castle.  I  should  have  observed  that  a  circular 
building  at  the  head  of  the  road  was'  also  erected ,  through 
the  slanting  port  holes  of  which,  when  bristled  with 
musketry,  must  have  really  resembled  quills  on  the  back 
of  the  fretful  porcupine. 

On  the  summit  of  the  hill  on  which  the  ruins  rest, 
an  inn  has  been  built,  by  an  individual  who  purchased 
the  remains  of  the  destroyed  fortress  of  the  French , 
for  the  miserable  sum  of  fiye  hundred  franks ,  with  its 
gardens ,  lawn ,  and  vineyards.  This  indiyidual  has 
built  over  the  road  a  bridge ,  which  communicates  with 
a  door'  leading  into  the  fortress,  and  being  the  only 
entrance ,  he  is  thus ,  enabled  only  to  give  admittance  to 
those  whom  he  pleases.  With  a  silver  key,  or  the 
purchase  of  a  bottle  of  wine,  (this^  is  quite  fair  &nd  rea- 
sonable ) ,  any  person  can  obtain  permission  to  visit  the 
ruins,  which  in  themselves  regarded,  are  more  extensive, 
than  either  romantic  or  remarkable ,  except  for  their  si- 
tuatiqn.  Next  to  Ehrenbreitenstein  these  fortifications 
were  the  most  considerable  on  the  Rhine ,  and  but  for 
the  most  dastardly  conduct  might  have  offered  a  length- 
ened resistance  to  the  French.  Of  this  most  flagitious 
proof  of  combined  treachery,  and  cowardice  I  shall  pre- 
sently more  fully  speak,  happening  to  obtain  authentic 
information  from  a  most  respectable  individual ,  who  at 
the  period  of  the  transaction ,  was  scrying  as  a  soldier 
in  the  garrison;  but  at  present  I  shall  eonfine  my  obser- 
vations to  the  present  state  of  the  ruins ,  and  to  a  short 
account  of  St  Goar. 
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Over  these  remnants  of  former  magniBcence  we  were, 
shewn  by  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Blass  ,  the  landlord  and 
proprietor  of  the  inn  and  ruined  fortifications.  The  im- 
mense cellars ,  the  various  horrid  dungeons ,  the  once  ' 
fine  goihie  church  and  chapel ,  and  extensive  outworks , 
all  demand  the  attention  of  the  curious ;  but  the  most  re-  . 
marhable  object  deserving  of  notice  is  the  leaning  tower, 
which  being  undermined ,  when  blown  up  fell  on  one  side, 
but  without  separating  from  the  soil,  and  thus  obtained  this 
leaning  position.  The  well  800  feel  deep ,  together  with 
the  parade  place  ,  vineyard ,  gardens ,  the  various  lovely 
views  through  different  openings  in  the  ruins ,  are  all 
objects  most  worthy  of  observation. 

Thanking  our  youthful  condustress  —  a  far  more  pleas- 
ing attendant ,  than  the  old  crones  who  generally  pick 
up  a  few  pence  by  acting  in  this  capacity ,  we  took  a 
last  view  of  the  surrounding  scenery,  the  mouldering 
ruins  of  the  Mans ,  the  lofty  Katz  ,  that  Tyrol  of  Ger- 
many, the  Fclsenthal,  the  rocks  of  St.  Goarshausen ,  the 
Hasenthal ,  and  the  lovely  valley  of  Grindebach ,  and 
which  latter,  winding  round  the  ruins  of  Rheinfels,  leads 
to  some  lead  and  silver  works  worthy  of  observation,, 
and  well  calculated  to  reward  the  curious  in  the  enjoy*^ 
ment  of  a  walk  of  peculiar  beauty. 

Wb  now  descended  to  St.  Gear  so  called  from  the 
widely  celebrated  holy  «aint  of  that  name,  at  whose  grave 
according  to  popular  tradition  miracles  were  performed  ^ 
and  over  which  a  chapel  having  been  built  ,^  the  pious 
of  those  days  erected  houses  round  the  spot ,  which  in 
time  so  increased  in  number  as  to  obtain  a  grant  of  prir 
vileges  as  a  town,  together  with  its  present  appellation. 
The  erection  of  this  fortress  was  the  work  of  Count 
Diether  of  Katzencllenbogen  in  1245,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  a  Rhine  tribute,,  or  payment  for 
permission   to    navigate   the   Rhine.      Ten   years   after   it 
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seems  the  Rhenisli  alliance  laid  siege  to  tbis  place  for 
14  months  but  without  effecting^  any  things  ag^ainst  it  In 
1692  the  celebrated  French  General  Tallend  endeavoured 
to  capture  the  place,  but  without  obtaining^  his  end,  not* 
withstanding^  the  most  determined  and  sanguinary  assaults 
by  the  superior  troops*  under  his  command ;  for  the  noble 
resistance  of  the  brave  General  Gors ,  the  governor 
appointed  by  the  Elector  of  Hessen-Gassel  for  its  defence, 
baffled  his  every  attempt.  .  Neither]  money  nor  arms  could 
effect  any  thing  against  the  place. 

This  fortress  has  been  in  the  possession  bf  Darmstadt, 
Rothenburg,  and  Gassel ,  on  the  strengthening  of  the 
fortifications  of  which  the  latter  expended  a  million 
Dollars. 

The  account  which  I  subjoin  of  an  eye-witness  of/ the 
capture  of  this  strong  place  by  the  French  in  1794,  will 
but  too  clearly  indicate  how  inadequate  are  the  strongest 
bulwarks  of  art  or  nature,  when  their  defence  is  entrusted 
to  cowardice  ' —  but  of  this  hereafter. 

Leaving  the  town  of  St.  Goar,  we  now  passed  over 
St.  Goarshausen.  Just  as  we  were  'about  to  depart  an 
elderly  gentleman  of  very  pleasing  exterior,  and  a  lady 
in  deep  mourning,  requested  permission  to  accompany 
us  over.  I  assisted  the  lady  into  the  boat,  who  seemed 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  trusting  herself  on  the  mighty 
stream.  They  were  natives  of  my  ever  dear  « Fatherland* 
as  the  Germans  beautifully  denominate  native  land. 
While  I  conversed  with  the  Gentleman ,  my  better  half 
by  keeping  the  lady  in  constant  conversation  sought  to 
dispel  her  fears.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I  found 
they  had  left  two  young  ladies  of  their  party  in  St.  Goar, 
and  that  it  was  their  wish  rather  to  have  passed  a  few 
days  in  St.  Goarshausen  than  to  have  remained  in  St.  Goar, 
but  were  prevented  putting  their  intentions  in  practice  by 
information  given  them,    that  there  was  no  house  fit  for 


THE  GLOWWORM.  297 

their  redepiion  at  the  former  place.  This  ^as  jost  ivhat 
I  had  suspected  from  the  neighbourly  feelings  of  the  good 
people  of  the  opposite  place,  and  not  Tcry  unnatural  as 
the  world  is  constituted.  1  communicated  this  opinion 
to  the  gentleman  ^  and  informed  him  of  all  the  beauties 
to  be  seen  on  this  side  of  the  river,  preferable  to  any 
thing  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Rhine ,  (in  this  immediate 
vicinity) ,  could  afford.  He  informed  me  he  bad  come 
across  to  see  the  Katz^  I  advised  him  to  proceed  up  the 
Felsenthal,  of  which  during  a  residence  of  iPbnr  days  in 
St.  Goar  he  had  never  heard ,  and  wishing  them  good 
night,  after  supping  at  the  Eagle  walked  home  by  the 
vineyards. 

The  perfume  of  the  blossom  of  the  grapes  was  most 
exquisitely  delicious.  The  ^glow-worms  flew  about  in 
hundreds ,  and  settled  upon  the  vines ,  imparting  a  beau- 
tiful appearance  to  them,  hardly  to  be  imagined.  These 
insects  also  at  times  cover  the  trees,  looking  like  a 
Christ 'tree  9  as  the  Germans  call  a  branch  adorned  for 
the  gratification  of  their  children,  (a  very  pretty  custom), 
at  Christmas ,  and  which  being  hung  with  diverse  pre- 
sents, confectionary  etc.  is  illuminated  on  that  occasion 
with  small  wax  tapers.  The  following  day  went  early  to 
St.  Goarshausen  to  collect  materials  for  my  description 
of  this  part  of  the  country.  I  took  this  time  the  carri- 
age road  from  Pattersberg  to  St.  Goarshausen ,  and  did 
I  not  imagine  my  readers  almost  tired  of  the  description 
of  the  beauties  of  nature ,  far  more  than  myself  in  sur- 
veying them ,  I  cc^uld  dilate  on  the  lovely  objects  by 
which  1  was  surrounded  with  augmenting  delight.  On  the 
right  the  deep  valley  of  the  Hasenthal,  the  rocks  on  the 
opposite  side  ,  the  hill  upon  the  left  covered  with  under- 
wood and  a  few  lofty  timber  trees ,  the  valley  of  the 
paper  mill ,  winding  from  the  Hasenthal ,  and  so  called , 
there  being   in   it   a  mill  belonging   to   the   host   of  the 
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eagle  9  the  ruslitiig;  of  tbe  ivater-fall  belowy  were  all  ob- 
jects meriting  attention  and  enhancing  the  charms  of 
the  scene. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn ,    Mr.   Adam ,    the   father  of 

« 

my  hostess,  who  as  a  young  man,  had  been  necessitated 
to  serve  as  a  volunteer  sharp  -  shooter ,  and  was  at  the 
period  of  the  shameful  desertion  of  the  fortress  himself 
on  duty  in  the  castle ,  informed  me  that  the  siege ,  pray 
God  forgive  me  for  the  misapplication  of  the  word »  had 
lasted  without  the  loss  of  life,  or  injury  to  a  single  man 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy ,  ( who  moreover  had  not  a 
single  piece  of  heavy  artillery  brought  to  bear  against 
the  place,)  only  eight  days,  when  this  Achilles  of  modera 
history ,    the  governor ,    infamously  deserted  his  post. 

The  French  ,    six  hundred  man  strong ,    being  a  small 
detachment  of  the  main  body  of  the  division  of  the  army 
marching  against  M entz ,     and   sent    only    to    observe  the 
motions  of  the  enemy^  in  the  fortress ,     and   with  not  the 
remotest  idea  of  its  capture,   had  fired  but  a  few  musket 
balls  towards  the  outposts,     but  at  such  a  distance  as  to 
fall  harmless  before  the  men,  when  the  redoubtable  gene* 
ral ,   the  brave  Roesius  ,   a  man  of  about  sixty  two  years 
of  age,  (disgraced  for  ever  be  the  name),  alarmed  at  the 
distant  sound  of  a  musket    shot,     and   fearing  in  time  he 
might  be  made  to  smell  powder,    resolved   with    a  whole, 
skin  to  effect  his  escape;     but   that  every  thing  might  be 
done    with    regularity,     and    according   to   the    usages   of 
military  duty  ,    he  called  a  council  of  war  ,    to  which  he 
invited  his  equally  valourous  colleagues  the  brave  Colonel 
Lentz,   an  officer  who,  (will  it  be  believed),  had  distin- 
guished   himself  on    many    occasions    by    his    determined 
bravery,    and  as    a  rigid  disciplinarian;    and  the  third  a 
certain  nohle  Colonel  vorr M alzburg,  von  being  his  only  dis- 
tinction ,    when  this  trio  of  brave  fellows  ,   seizedr  with  a 
Panic   terror^    resolved    most   valourously   to   withdraw > 
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wliUe  the  mantle  of  darkness  yelled  the  noble  deed,  and 
crossing  the  stream  at  nighty  without  a  word  to  any 
other  officer  or  soldier,  leave  them  and  the  fortress  to  its 
fate. 

All  was  unanimity  in  their  conference  ,  no  noisy  op- 
position took  place,  no  high  sounding  speeches  about 
honour ,  courage,  reputation,  or  such,  in  their  vocabu- 
lary ,  obsolete  terms ,  marked  the  debate ,  for  it  is  said 
the  president  on  the  occasion  made  use  of  such  expres- 
sions only  as  our  talented  Butler  has  introduced  iu  his  Hudi- 
bras  ,  for  most  nobly  he  is  reported  to  have  drawn  his 
sword  ,  and  laying  it  on  the  table ,  ( as  an  useless  appen- 
dage ) ,  to  have  pathetically  addressed  the  blade ,   thus  — 

«  Ah!   me!   what  perils  do  enTiron 
The  man  who  meddles  with  cold  iron  f  • 

on  which  'tis  said ,  like  the  celebrated  hero '  of  the  nur- 
sery tale  of,  ((Jack  and  his  brothers,*  the  vice  president 
Colonel  Lentz  pulled  on  a  pair  of  seven  league  -  boots , 
the  more  expeditiously  to  convey  him  away ,  from  sound 
disagreeable  to  ears  polite,  and  added,  «true  general*  but  as: 

•  He  who  fights,    and  runs  away. 
Hay  liye  to  fight  another  day  I  • 

«F11  shun  the  battles  dread  alarms,*  and  instantly  buckled 
on  a  knapsack  containing  his  wardrobe  and  military  ap- 
pointments, not  forgetting  his  white  feather,  having  in  his 
hurry  by  mistake  attached  to  his  belt  the  drum  stick  of 
a  goose,  instead  of  his  sword;  but  von  Malzburg  making 
but  one  stride  towards  the  door  broke  up  the  honourable 
conference,  by  adding,   « true  most  noble  Colonel,  and  as » 

-  He  who  is  in  battle  slain 
Will  neTcr  rise  to  fight  again!  >• 
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at  it  was  towards  these  wretched  tools  of  a  then  despotic 
goTernment ,  it  was  by  no  means  so  ^ttrocious  as  the  sale 
of  this  prince's  soldiers »  (subjects «  through  divine  pro* 
vidence  committed  to  his  care  and  love) ,  to  his  Britannie 
Majesty,  to  be  sacrificed  in  a  foreign  land,  not  fightings 
the  battle  of  their  native  country  ,  but  in  the  unhallowed 
efforts  of  a  foreign  prince  to  rivet  the  chains  of  despotism 
on  his  subjects  in  the  new  world. 

If  any  thing  can  justify  a  war ,  or  alleyiate  its  atten* 
dant  sufferings ,  if  any  thing  can  sanctify  the  spilling  of 
human  blood ,  that  justification  may  be  advanced  ,^  that 
sanctification  may  be  hoped  for,  when  a  people  combat 
for  the  honour  and  integrity  of  their  native  soil,  when  a 
nation   draws    the  sword  in  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom. 

After  writing  the  above ,  wherein  I  have  given  an 
opinion  of  the  lenity  of  the  Elector  towards  this  wretched 
traitor,  I  was  not  aware  what  ha*d  been  his  fate  —  the 
poor  wretch  I  have  since  heard  was  daily  placed  in  a 
well ,  wherein  the  water  rose  so  fast ,  that  only  by  ex« 
treme  exertion  he  was  enabled  to  keep  it  down,  and  thus 
prolong  his  miserable  existence.  He  lived  but  a  short 
time.  As  far  as  possible  to  bury  the  recollection  of  the 
disgraceful  act ,  and  with  it,  the  very  name  of  the  traitor, 
the  family  name  was  altered  to  that  of  Fotewart. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  year  after  the  castle  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  they  commenced  the  work 
of  destruction ,  and  repeated  explosions  from  the  mines  » 
made  for  its  final  demolition,  daily  announced  to  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Gear,  and  its  sister  of  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  the  progress  of  rain  to  the  once  proud  fortress. 
Immense  masses  of  stone  thrown  into ,  and  over  the  town 
of  St.  Goar ,  rendered  often  dangerous  the  lives  of  the 
inhabitants  5  this  though  they  sought  to  obviate  by  giving 
notice  whenever  a  great  mine  was  to  be  sprung ;  on  the 
road  too  were   posted   sentinels  at  such  times  to  caution 
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travellers.  In  half  a  year  the  total  destruction  of  the 
place  If  as  effected ,  and  this  once  impregnahle  fortress, 
and  which  might  have  proved  a  partial  check  to  the 
French  arms,  or  a  refuge  to  many  a  valiant  soul,  till  time 
might  offer  a  favourahle  opportunity  to  call  into  action  his 
efforts  for  his  country,  hasely  fell,  and  in  its  ruins,  will 
ever  remain  a  mournful  memento  of  disgrace  and  infamy* 
From  this  period  the  passage  of  the  Rhine  was  quite 
stopped ,  no  boat  now  passed  upon  its  quiet  bosom ,  it 
reigned  supreme ,'  but  sombre  was  its  sway.  All  the 
smaller  boats ,  perforated  with  holes ,  were  sunk  deep  in 
the  arms  of  father  Rhine ,  the  larger  vessels ,  chained  in 
the  winter  havens  of  each  town,  looked  mournful  as*  hu- 
manity, when  robbed  of  heaven's  best  gift,  blessed  liberty^, 
and  not  even  relatives ,  living  on  the  opposite  banks  of 
the  river  were  allowed  to  meet.  This  dread  rule  con- 
tinued more  than  two  years ,  and  extended  from  Goblence 
to  Mentz ,  the  left  bank  of  the  river  being  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  French,  the  right  occupied  by  the  Prus- 
sians ,  Austrians ,  and  the  troops  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
inhabitants  on  the  German  side  of  the  river  soon  were 
made  to  discover  that  the  French  were  not  the  most 
barbarous  people  in  the  world,  and  that  a  friend  and  ally^ 
can  sometimes  prove  quite  as  formidable  as  aa  enemy , 
for  those  free  and  easy  gentry,  the  Red  cloaks ,  as  they 
were  denominated ,  the  Groats  and  Pandours ,  were  not 
much  unlike  the  refined  Cossack,  with  whom  the  Germans 
some  years  later  had  the  gratification  of  forming  acquaint 
tance.  To  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people  in  1810 
and  1817  the  town  of  St*  Goarshausen,  Nastaetten  and 
three  ambts  formerly  belonging  to  Cassel,  with  the  lovely 
Rheingau  appertaining  formerly  to  Mentz ,  were  annexed 
to  the  Dukedom  of  Nassau ;  Hessen  Cassel  receiving  in 
lieu  of  the  same  the  county  of  Fulda,  a  far  greater 
district,  a  less  valuable  one. 

20 
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To  retnm  to  my  recital  after  ibis  long  aecomit  of 
RheinfeU,  I  bad  scarcely  conclnded  tbe  interesting  par* 
ticulars  with  which  Mr.  Adam  fayoured  me ,  when  the 
English  gentleman  with  whom  I  had  met  the  preTiova 
evening,  entered  the  inn,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  road  to  Reichenherg,  intending  later  in  the  day  to 
proceed  to  the  rains.  I  directly  ioTited  himself  and 
family  to  take  tea  with  me  in  t^e  afternoon  in  the  oU 
castle;  to  this  he  consented,  if  I  would  allow  my  son  to 
return  and  dine  with  himself  and  family  at  St.  Goar, 
from  whence  they  would  then  proceed  in  the  afternoon  fo^ 
Reichenherg. 

I  hastened  home  for  the  reception  of  my  company. 
Already  my  imagination  lent  mc  its  ready  colouring ,  aU 
ready  in  my  mind's  eye  I  saw  a  sparkling  fire  on  the 
deserted  hearth  of  the  hall  of  Reichenherg,  the  clatter 
of  €;ups  and  sancers  rung  merrily  in  mine  ear,  the  hissing 
kettle,  and  the  crackling  faggot  filled  up  the  harmony, 
while  bread,  butter,  cream,  ham,  beef  and  fruit,  made  up 
a  picture  of  modern  feasting,  with  an  antique  accompany- 
ment.  Like  as  in  the  more  important  concerns  of  life^ 
the  baseless  fabric  of  the  castle  builder  sinks  into  naught 
before  the  magic  touch  of  reality,  so  too  all 'my  airy 
plans  melted  in  to  air.  Arrived  at  borne  I  found  the  mistress 
of  the  feast,  my  fair  president  o'er  the  tea  and  cake,  suffer- 
ing in  bed  with  a  violent  headache.  O  !  what  a  situation 
for  a  nervous  .married  man ,  accustomed  to  have  every 
thing  done  for  him  for  nearly  twenty  years,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  bestir  himself  on  an  occasion  of  such  importance  ; 
an  apology  too  to  make  for  the  absence  of  his  wife,  to  have 
his  veracity  perhaps  called  in  question,  to  be  suspected , 
(like  the  poor  hen-pecked  spouse  of  a  friend),  of  having 
intentionally  lost  the  key  of  his  cellar. on  the  arrival  of 
friends.  But  there  is  not  unfrequenlly  much'  good  result- 
ing  from  the  anticipation  of  an   evil ;    a  dormant  energy 
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of  character  is  often  brought  to  light,  if  hich  only  rcqiilred 
an  incentiTe  to  call  it  into  existence ,  and  impart  a  rigovr 
to  the  character  not  before  known.  Such  was  the  case 
with  myself;  for  the  hissing  kettle,  the  steaming  tea, 
the  clattering  cups  and  crackling  faggot ,  —  the  juice  of 
red  and  white  grape  « xparkled  on  the  board.  »  When 
accustomed  to  particular  sayings,  and  more  so  when  they 
haye  been  sung,  how  difficult  is  it  to  break  oneself  of 
them;  I  should  have  said,  the  glasses  sparkled  on  an 
old  fruit  box ,  which  served  us  for  a  table  ,  while  cyder, 
sanwiches  and  fruit  made  up  the  sum  of  my  preparations* 
About  five  o'clock,  extremely  fatigued  from  the  oppressive 
beat  of  the  weather,  arrived  Dr.  O —  and  his  two  nieces. 
There  was  something  peculiarly  pleasing  In  the  gentle* 
manly  appearance ,  manners ,  and  carriage  of  tbis  indivi- 
dual. In  the  deportment  of  the  one  young  lady,  thero 
was  blended  with  the  delightful  gaiety  of  youth,  tha 
ease  and  freedom  resulting  from  a  cultivated  mind,  and 
from  mixing  with  good  society;  I  know  not  whether  in 
the  other  young  lady,  silence  was  an  indication  of  wisdom, 
but  certainly  hers  was  not  the  sportive  mood.  O !  that 
my  dear  countrywomen  would  a  little  withdraw  the  veil 
of  reserve  with  which  they  shadow  o'er  the  perfection 
of  their  exalted  characters,  and  let  but  foreigners  per- 
ceive the  perfection  of  their  natures,  they  might  serve 
for  models  on  which  to  build  the  female  character ,  in- 
stead of  being  regarded ,  as  devoid  of  its  first  requisite  , 
amiability.  O !  God  is  not  one  green  blade  of  dear  spring, 
worth  a  mountain  of  ice? 

For  me,  this  afternoon,  was  prepared  a  repast  of  tha 
most  grateful  nature ,  an  enjoyment  than  which  none 
could  surpass  it ,  to  listen  to  enlogiums  on  the  author  of 
my  being,  to  delight  in  the  praises  of  the  kindest,  the  best 
of  fathers.  Dr»  O -^  who  knew  my  late  father^  said 
much 9    (too  much  he   could  not   say),    of  the  generosity 
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of  bis  nature,  tlie  kindness  of  bis  heirt;  of  his  talent, 
lie  added  « 'twas  needless  to  speak ,  his  country  had-  so 
amply  done  justice  to  their  national  singer ,  that  the 
rising  generation  would  look  in  vain  for  his  equal ,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  countrymen. » 

Mirth  and  good  humour  was  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  after  conducting  the  party  oyer,  and  under  every 
part  of  the  building,  (on  which  occasion  Dr.  O —  said 
he  had  seen  nothing  of  its  kind,  equal  to  it  on  the  con- 
tinent), we  attended  the  party  to  the  most  beautiful  part 
of  the  valley  of  rocks  ,  which  they  had  not  yet  inspected, 
as  they  had  come  to  Reichenberg  by  the  Hasenthal,  and 
then  left  them  to  proceed  through  this  miniature  Tyrol 
to  the  Rhine,  and  retraced  our  steps  for  home. 

On  my  return  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Habel  informing 
me  that  ou  the  following  morning  he  should  be  with  us, 
accompanied  by  a  Mr.  von  L  — ,  the  talented  inspector 
of  buildings  to  the  Prussian  government.  1  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  politics  of  this,  or  any  other 
state ,  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  .observe ,  that  nothing 
could  possibly  be  more  correct,  or  consonant  with  my 
own  ideas  of  the  internal  management  of  this  government, 
than  the  enlogium  passed  upon  it, by  (if  I  recollect  rightly) 
Lord  Mulgrave ,  who  when  speaking  of  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  administration,  said,  «it  was  impossible 
to  speak  in  terms  sufficiently  laudatory  of  the  conduct  of 
each  5 »  and  certainly  for  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
economical  application  of  the  finances  of  a  poor  state , 
the  establishment  of  schools  for  the  spread  of  an  excellent 
system  of  instruction ,  and  for  the  appointment  of  men 
of  talent  to  the  offices  of  gOTcrnment,  (and  to  which, 
without  that  requisite^  no  interest  can  obtain  employment), 
every  impartial  man  must  admit  the  sovereign  to  be  a 
wise ,  and  enlightened  man ,  and  his  ministers  men  of  first 
rate  ability, 
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Hy  readers  may  form  some  idea  of  tke  wildness  of 
the  conniry  -when  told,  that  Mr.  U —  the  proprietor  of 
the  estate,  missed  his  i¥ay  in  coming  to  the  castle,  haying 
by  mistake  tahen  the  road  for  Auel,  and  consequently  did  not 
arriye  till  9  o'clock,  full  an  hour  later  than  intended , 
the  professional  duties  of  the  inspector  not  admitting  of 
his  remaining  above  an  hour  or  two.  We  now  proceeded 
over  the  whole  of  the  ruins ,  in  order  to  ascertain  how , 
most  judiciously,  they  could  be  preserved  in  their  present 
state  from  further  decay ,  and  how  best  the  improvements , 
or  renovation  of  parts  of  the  building  could  he  accomplished. 
On  this  occasion  I  mustered  courage  to  ascend  the  too 
slanting  ladder,  over  a  deep  open  space,  the  roofless  remains 
of  a  small  room  in  the  castle  ,  to  the  magnificent  tower » 
encircled  formerly  at  the  height  of  more  than  100  feet  by 
a  balcony,  the  stones  that  supported  which  are,  still  pro- 
jecting from  the  wall,  and  on  which  'tis  said,  stepping 
from  one  to  the  other,  a  woman  deliberately  walked,  (who 
will  say  the  sex  arc  giddy  after  such  a  proof  to  the  con- 
trary) ,  and  that  a  fiddler,  playing  his  instrument  followed 
her  lofty  example  ,  an  equal  proof  that  the»  saying ,  «  as 
drunk  as  a  fiddler ,  »  cannot ,  (  at  least  at  all  times) ,  be 
applicable  to  the  performers  on  that  king  of  instruments. 
On  entering  the  tower  you  are  directly  introduced  into  a 
small  round  room ,  in  the  centre  of  the  floor  of  which  is 
an  opening  into  the  keep  below^  50  feet  deep,  and  which 
not  being  covered  with  a  trap -door  has  by  no  means  an 
inviting  appearance.  There  are  three  half  circular  pro- 
jections attached  to  the  round  tower,  which  including  the 
thickness  of  the  wall ,  has  enabled  the  builder  to  supply 
the  tower  with  a  staircase,  and  water  closets,  (a  refinement 
I  should  hardly  think,  dreamt  of  in  those  days),  by  the 
former  we  ascended  to  the  room  over  the  one  already  des- 
cribed. Hailing  reached  this  room  to  which  there  .  was 
no  floor ,    only  rafters ,    and  over  which  ive   were  obliged 
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to  pais  y  to  ascend  to  the  still  big^her  room »  tbe  staircase 
being  now  on  tbe  opposite  side,  I  eonfess  the  prospect 
of  the  room  below,  and  below  it  the  kte]^ ,  almost  kept 
me  from  ventaring;  I  howeyer  did  muster  sufficient  courage^ 
and  reached  the  room  aboTe ;  here  was  a  floor,  and  from  a 
door  on  the  balcony,  the  view  sublime ;  beyond  this  another 
flight  of  stairs  led  to  the  roof.  I  will  not  attempt  to  de« 
scribe  the  yiew.  It  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  I 
should  observe,  that  below  the  keep  already  described , 
is  another  entrance  from  the  garden  into  the  tower,  and 
from  this  spot,  prisoners  were  let  down  into  a  far  more 
dismal  keep,  the  wheel  by  which  they  were  lowered,  being 
still  in  existence  in  the  room.  The  height  of  the  tower 
is,  independent  of  the  rock  on  which  it  stands  240  feet. 
There  existed  some  few  years  back  a  corresponding  tower^ 
but  which  being  considered  insecure  ,  tho'  likely  to  haye 
lasted  for  centuries,  was  ordered  to  be  razed  to  the  ground, 
and  a  person  receiying  one  hundred  guldens  to  undermine 
it,  on  a  giyen  hour  the  train  was  fired,  and  the  peasants* 
from  far  and  near  being  assembled  on  the  surrounding 
hills  to  witness  its  fall,  my  informant,  (one  of  the  number,) 
assured  me  the  mighty  mass  reeled  to  and  fro  like  a  dunken 
man ,  then  fell ,  and  for  a  minute  or  two  Reichenberg 
was  not  to  be  seen  for  the  clouds  of  dust  that  enyeloped 
its  ruins  in  darkness. 

The  two  upper  rooms  in  this  magnificent  tower  Mr. 
Habel  intends  to  fit  up  as  dwelling  rooms ,  and  to  throw 
a  stone  staircase  over  a  semicircular  arch  from  the  main 
building,  where  the  ladder  at  present  supplies  its  plaee, 
into  the  tower.  The  banqueting  hall  of  the  koights ,  will 
be  also  perfectly  restored ,  and  in  that  case  will  form  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  rooms  for  architectural  beauty, 
perhaps,  the  country  can  produce. 

After  a  suryey  of  eyery  thing  that  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Inspector  to  Reichenberg,   and  haying  giyea 
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Hr.'  Hab^  his  opinion  on  Lis  projected  ivorks  for  the  res- 
toration of  parts  of  the  castle  ,  Mr.  Ton  L  •— • ,  called  to 
Bio^en  on  government  business  ivas  obliged  to  depart, 
and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Habel  returned  to  St.  Goarshausen. 
In  the  afternoon  the  latter  gentleman  returned,  and  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  pupping  with  him  in  the  court  yard 
of  his  superb  castle.  It  is  impossible  to  define  the  sen* 
nations  experienced  on  this  occasion ;  the  mind  carried 
back  to  days  of  yore,  dwells  with  delight  of  the  recital 
of  past  times,  and  the  very  stories  of  infancy  are  recalled 
to  the  imagination  with  a  glow  of  colouring,  vivid  as  the 
scenes  of  the  passing  moment;  for  so  powerful  arc  the 
workings  of  the  mind  that  each  poor  plant,  still  clinging 
to  its  parent  \vall,  the  o'er- wrought  fancy,  quick  trans- 
forms to  victor's  wreath,  while  each  poor  mound  of  earth 
becomes  the  warrior's  grave. 

The  wreath,  the  maiden  hand  that  twined  the  pliant 
tendril  and  formed  the  chaplet  for  the  victor's  brow; 
the  stately  castle,  once  so  proudly  towering  o'er  the  pea- 
ceful vale,  now  lowly  as  the  victor's  grave;  are  all  as 
naught:  such  is  the  operation  of  all  conquering  Time,  the 
monarch  o'er  us  all.  From  such  reflections,  how  naturally 
does  the  mind  turn  to  the  source  from  whence  each  fitful 
change  in  weak  humanity  proceeds. 

I  pass'd  o'er  the  sod  where  the  brave  now  reponcy 
IKo  record  was  left  of  the  deeds  they*d  perform'dv 
The  walls  too  ere  lon|r,   will  no  longer  disclose 
The  beauties  that  once  the  proud  castle  adorned. 
Thus  inafi ,    and  thus  art  are  the  victims  of  Time , 
"Who  spares  not  the  lowly  —  the  noble  -—  sublime » 
But  sweeps  like  the  tempest  o*er  ocean  and  earth » 
Destroyer  of  all  to  which  mortal  gives  birth. 

Every   thing  being  now    arranged,    boxes  packed  etc 
for  our  departure ,   I  called  in  pur  good  host  Mr.  Waiter- 
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mailer  and  bariiij;  arranged  with  liiin  for  oii%  lod^i^^ 
attendance  ,  ( but  not  for  his  good  nature ,  tbat  like  Iotc 
for  ones  natiTe  land^  has  no  price ) ,  I  later  in  the  evenini^ 
arailed  myself  of  his  kind  offer  of  a  cart  for  the  eon* 
Teyance  of  my  wife ,  little  girls  and  our  luggage ,  and  ia 
company  of  Mr.  Uabel  and  my  son,  followed  the,  (and 
aneh  it  was),  cart  load,  down  to  St.  Goarshausen.  Thinkr 
ing  the  rineyards  rather  insecure  from  the  narrow  nature 
of  the  path  by  night,  we  proceeded  by  the  road  the  whole 
way.  Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  calmness 
of  the  CTcning,  or  more  brilliant,  than  the  light  of  the 
glow-worm;  but  whether  owing  to  the  temperature  of  the 
atmostpherc ,  the  fatigue  of  walking ,  the  fire  of  the  glow- 
worm ,  or  the  fire  of  old  Hock  drank  at  supper ,  I  know 
not,  but  certain  is  it  I  felt  an  all-overishness  of  heat 5 
as  could  only  be  accounted  for  by  a  combination  of  ex- 
and  internal  causes ,  and  was  not  a  little  glad  when  I  arri- 
ved at  the  Black  Eagle,  determining  there  to  take  a 
copious  draught  of  mineral  water  and  go  directly  to  bed; 
—  but  no ,  German  hospitality ,  could  not  brook  such  a 
parting.  On  the  Rhine  ^  wine  is  as  native  to  the  tongue 
in  taste,  as  is  the  Tcry  practise  of  the  language:  in  the  latter 
instance  it  was  brought  into  use  to  call  for  the  home  com* 
modity ^  and  in  the  former  instance,  tho'  not  indigenous 
to  my  palate,  I  was  obliged  to  swallow,  o!  ye  Gods,  fine 
old  Hock  as  were  it  medicine ,  washing  it  down  with 
bumpers  of  mineral  water,  as  had  I  been  an  inborn  Rhein- 
lander. 

A  gentleman  whom  I  had  at  all  times  met  in  the  inn  when 
dining  or  supping  there,  most  likely  an  employer  of  govern- 
ment, and  a  boarder  in  the  house,  was  as  usual  there  ;  he  was 
a  pleasant,  well  informed  man  on  the  subjects  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  with  him,  and  shortly  after  a 
stranger  entering,  an  observation  on  the  industry  of  the  pea- 
sants of  Reichenbergy  leading  to  a  discussion,  between  them. 
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on  rents,  titbe,  taxes  etc.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
myself  acquainted  with  the  blessing  of  those,  (in  my  opi- 
nion) ,  oppressive  imposts,  and  of  hayings  my  mind  enlight- 
ened on  the  advantage  of  the  rule  of  snhstraction.  Singular 
that  I  should,  with  an  ardent  desire  for  information , 
have  been  so  long  in  the  dark,  and  that  in  my  benighted 
st^te,  I  should  ever  have  regarded  the  abolition  of  tithes 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  conferred  upon  the  French 
people  through  their  revolution  :  how  true  is  it  that  we 
only  in  the  decline  of  life  acquire  true  wisdom. 

With  the  lark  I  was  up  in  the  morning,  and  wrote 
a  couple  of  hours  before  breakfast  j  it  was  a  lovely  iconn 
mencement,  to  one  of  the  hottest  days  I  ever  remember. 
All  our  arrangements  being  now  completed ,  my  children 
supplied  with  fruit  "by  the  kind  attention  of  our  friendly 
hostess ,  and  our  luggage  stowed  in  a  boat  to  convey,  us 
across  to  St.  Goar,  we  bade  farewell  to  the  whole  family 
of  the  Black  Eagle,  even  to  the  ugly  turn -spit,  who 
(•love  me,  love  my  dog,»)  had  managed  to  work  his 
way  greatly  into  favour. 

At  ten  a.  m. ,  we  weighed  anchor,  wind,  S.  S.  East, 
to  be  a  little  nautical  in  my  recital ,  and  soon  gained  the 
opposite  bank.  While  my  family  remained  with  the  lug- 
gage on  the  shore  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  steam -boat 
coming  from  Coblence ,  Mr.  Habel  and  myself  strayed 
through  the  town  in  search  of  the  Evangelical  church , 
erected  in  the  year  1465,  being  built  over  the  identical 
chapel,  in  which  were  deposited  the  remains  of  the  holy 
S.  Goar.  Many  of  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Hessia 
®°j<>y  ^ke  great  advantage  of  mingling  their  ashes  with 
those  of  the  holy  man,  and  as  in  life  we  all  admit  the 
great  benefit  derived  from  good  society ,  let  us  hope  these 
noble  personages  may  have  the  good  luck  in  their  trans- 
migration to  attach  themselves  to  the  skirt  of  the  blessed 
saint's   coat,    unless   indeed,    as  friend   Mawworm  said. 
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ivlien  speaking  of  Lis  owb  intentions,  the  holy  saint  slionU 
prefer  trarelling  in  a  spencer. 

It  seems  this  is  the  fonrth  church  built  orer  the  origi* 
nal  edifice  erected  in  647.  The  very  spot  is  shewn  to 
the  pious ,  or  hunters  alter  reliques  etc.  where  the  holy 
man  had  his  cell,  and  at  whicli  according  to  tradition, 
miracles  were  performed,  from  which  cause  the  pions 
erected  the  town,  and  as  before  observed  named  it  after 
the  dtar  dead  saint.  Under  Charles  the  great  the  next 
church  was  built  and  consecrated  by  Lutlus,  Bishop  of 
Uentz  in  787.  This  church  was  burnt  down  in  1157^ 
and  over  the  yaults  of  this  third  was  the  present  sacred 
edifice  erected  between  the  years  1441  and  i46«S  some 
Bay  1460,  but  the  important  fact  being  ascertained,  that 
the  bones  of  St.  Goar  rest  beneath  the  holy  building,  it 
matters  not  exactly  in  what  year  the  church  for  the  fourth 
time  was  erected.  Is  it  though  not  strange  that  such  a 
holy  deposit  should  not  better  have  protected  the  church 
erected  o*er  the  saint,  or  that  so  often  he  should  have 
suffered  them  to  disturb  his  holy  bones ;  surely  some 
bone  grubber  like  the  disturber  of  old  Tom  Payne  must 
have  had  a  similar  taste  for  the  trade  in  marine  stores  > 
«nd  have  robbed  the  church  of  its  patron  saint. 

The  catholic  church ,  with  the  statue  of  the  pious 
hermit  in  antique  stone  work,  and  some  well  preserved 
paintings ,  not  unworthy  of  notice ,  was  formerly  with  the 
parsonage  -  house  the  property  of  the  Jesuit  college  here. 

The  Benedictine  monastery  fell  into  decay  in  1624 , 
and  became  afterwards  a  warehouse ,  and  some  have  said 
a  depository  for  smuggled  goods.  The  Knights  Templar 
had  here  also  a  commandery,  as  the  names  Templar  yard. 
Templar  place  M\j  indicate,  and  here  a  Templar  tribute 
was,  till  the  middle  of  the  past  century  exacted. 

Here  the  celebrated  reconciliation  of  the  two  sons  of 
Charles  the  great  f   Charles  and  Pepin  took  plaee ,    and 
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If  bo  it  is  said,  left  on  their  departure  hence,  a  silrer  collar 
as  a  memorial  of  their  reunion ;  the  history  of  which » 
together  with  that  of  the  silver  gohlets  presented  by  the 
house  of  Hessen  Rheinfels,  and  from  Queen  Gbristianna 
of  Sweden ,  is  of  too  little  importance  to  interest  the 
English  reader,  tho'  should  the  inquisitive  traveller  of 
the  Rhine,  feci  desirous  of  further  information  on  the 
■iibject,  he  can  obtain  it  from  every  old  woman,  male,  or 
fsmale  of  the  place ,  there  are  many  of  the  former  race  in 
every  town  throughout  the  world. 

In  the  thirty-years  war  St.  Goar  suffered  most  severely, 
and  no  less,  so  in  the  war  of  the  French  revolution.  In 
1758  a  tremendous  explosion  of  powder,  in  one  of  the 
largest  magazines  on  the  Rhine  took  place ,  which  laid  a 
ipreat  part  of  the  town  in  ashes.  However  her  advan- 
tageous« situation  for  trade  5  gives  to  this  place  a  conside- 
rable  appearance  of  prosperity,  to  which,  the  excellent 
road  from  Coblence  to  Mentz ,  running  thro'  the  town 
contributes  not  a  little.  Such  a  line  of  communication  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river ,  would  be  as  fatal  almost 
to  the  prosperity  of  St.  Goar,  as  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  inhabitants  generally  of  the  Dukedom  of  Nassau. 

We  now  proceeded  on  board  the  Steamer  for  Mentz. 
On  this  occasion  I  could  not  visit  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  nor  does,  literally  speaking,  a  delineation  of  its 
scenery  belong  so  immediately  to  the  descriptions  I  have 
proposed  giving  my  readers ;  nevertheless  should  time 
and  circumstances  admit  of  my  making  a  tour  from  Bingen 
as  far  as  St.  Goar,  I  will  tack^  or  as  a  thimble  artist 
would  say,  will  fine  draw  that  part  to  the  whole ,  if  it  can 
be  done ,  so  as  to  render  it  acceptable  to  my  readers. 

Of  Oberwesel  I  have  already  spoken  in  terms  of  ad<^ 
miration^  and  I  earnestly  recommend  the  traveller  in  search 
of  romance  or  antiquity ,  art  or  nature ,  te  stay  his  steps  ^ 
at  all  events  one  day^  in  this  once  fine  old  town^   where 
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each  object  above  enniBerated  Ties  witb  its  neighbour  ia 
presenting  to  his  view  their  several  charms. 

Famed  Gutenfels  and  Gauh  having  also,  rather  largely, 
occupied  the  attention  of  my  readers*,  aud  the  sombre  town 
of  Bacharach  appertaining  to  the  appendage  of  my  work^ 
if  appendage  it  should  have ,  I  shall  only  remarP  that  its 
twelve  towers,  and  delapidated  walls  would  hardly  merit 
the  sojourn  of  a  day  did  not  the  fine  rains  of  Stahleck, 
the    guardian    angel    of  the    town,     deserve    observation. 

That  this  place  is  indeed  very  ancient  is  clearly  de- 
monstrated from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  the  spot  where 
an  altar  was  erected  to  Bacchus ,  *  and  from  the  town 
having  thence  obtained  its  name.  The  wine  grown  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood  is  considered  of  a  most  superior 
quality.  They  report  that  Martin  Luther  being  reproached 
once  for  his  love  of  a  glass  of  good  wine ,  justified  him- 
self by  observing,  that  where  the  best  wine  grew,  Bacha- 
rach, the  ancients  erected  an  altar  in  gratitude  to  the  God 
of  wine ,  while  pious  christians ,  as  typical  of  the  blood 
of  our  blessed  Saviour  used  wine  by  the  administration  of 
the  holy  sacrament  of  their  church.  Baffled  by  the  logic 
of  the  enlightened ,  priest  they  next  reproached  him  for 
his  known  admiration  of  the  fairy  and  his  encouragement 
of  music.  To  their  reproofs  he  only  replied,  that  as  a 
virgin  was  the  mother  of  their  church,  surely  Hwas  rather 
to.be  anticipated  they  should  love  that,  which  gave  vita^ 
liiy  to  their  holy  faith;  and  as  to  music,  that  divine 
science,  in  which  the  creature  pours  forth  his  praise  and 
adoration  at  the  foot-stool  of  his  Almighty  Greater,  till 
every  feeling  of  his  heart  has  melted  into  pious  love  for 
benefits  conferred,  in  thanks  for  evils  overcome,  or  patient 
resignation  to  the  will  of  God  when  suffering ,  'neath  his 
chastening  hand ;  he  must  be  lost  to  every  poble  feeling 
of  the  heart  who  loves  it  not ;  and  'tis  said  he  closed  the 
controversy  with  these  remarkable  words : 
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« Ht  wImi  lovef  not  Wine »  Woman «  and  Song 
Hemaint  a  fool  his  whole  life  long;.  ■ 

Weing  a  great  admirer  of  a  good  Trio,  I  decided  In 
Bij  own  mind ,  that  Lntber  mast  indeed  have  been  an  ex- 
tremely clerer  fellow ,  to  have  selected  three  sabjects  that 
amalgamated  so  weU  with  each  other ,  such  a  blending  and 
liarmonizing  of  taste ,  sight ,  and  soand ;  and  full  of  love 
for  each,  and  with  him  for  haviog  put  me  into  so  good  a 
frame  of  mind ,  the  rest  of  our  passage  was  as  agreeable 
as  such  feelings ,  such  scenes ,  and  such  society  could 
make  me. 

Shortly  before  arriving  atMentz,  I  was  much  surprised, 
«nd  not  a  little  alarmed  by  the  temerity  of  a  youth  who 
was  swimming  near  the  vessel,  who  as  it  approached  him 
dived  immediately  under  the  paddle,  and  made  his  re- 
appearance at  some  considerable  distance  in  the  rear  of 
the  steamer.  A  similar  exploit  is  frequently  performed 
by  the  expert  swimmers  here ,  who  dive  one  after  the 
other  benealh  the  wheels  of  the  mills  in  the  Rhine,  of 
which  there  are  17  stretching  far  out  in  a  line  across  a 
considerable  part  of  the  stream ,  close  by  the  bridge  of  - 
boats. 

In  the  whole  of  the  military  being  obliged  to  bathe 
in  the  summer,  has  originated  the  establishment  of  a 
swimming  school  here ,  to  which  is  owing  the  skill  of  the 
swimmers,  and  the  healthy  appearance  generally  of  the 
military  of  the  garrison. 
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was  of  majestic  growth »  (some  few  feet  taller  than  the 
degenerate  present  race),  of  carriage  noble,  and  of  onriraled 
Sjrmmetry;  fair,  with  Line  eyes,  aquiline  nose,  and  long 
and  flowing  hair,  which  reached  half  down  his  manly 
form.  A  leopards  skin ,  in  graceful  folds ,  (they  were 
more  skilful  furriers  than  now),  fell  from  his  shoulders f 
o'er  his  person  to  his  knees;  his  legs  and  arnn  were 
bare. 

With  no  other  weapon  than  a  knotty  staff;  no  com- 
panion except  two  fayourite  dogs,  two  stags,  and  two 
roebucks ,  he  departed  from  the  home  of  his  infancy, 
and' wandered  forth,  to  seek  in  far  , and -unknown  climes  » 
his  future  resting  place. 

Thrice  had  the  sun  in  splendour  gone  to  rest,  thrice 
in  his  evening  prayer,  had  the  beloved  of  Arrarat, 
(whose  mountain  tops  had  vanished  from  his  sight);  been 
subjects  of  his  benediction,  when  Magog's  heart  began 
to  sorrow  for  the  joys  he'd  left  behind. 

On  all'  around  the  might  and  majesty  of  the  dread 
judge  was  seen,  for  every  where  the  vestage  of  destruc- 
tion marked  the  vengeance  of  the  Lord,  the  remnants. of 
the  flood.  No  human  being  yet  had  cheered  the  wanderer's 
sight.  In  this  depopulated  land,  he  thought  that  he  already 
felt  the  punishment  of  his  rash  oath;  the  quarrel  with 
his  brothers  Maida  and  Jubal  stung  him  to  the  quick, 
and  as  he  turned  a  sorrowing  glance  t'wards  the  green 
fields  of  his  forsaken  home  he  ejaculated: 

Tlie  angry  vow,  ia  haste  and  passion  made 
Is  kept  in  sorrow ,  in  remorse  obey'd  I 

With  what  pleasure  would  he  have  returned  to  the 
charge  of  the  vine  and  olive  trees  planted  by  his  grand- 
father ,  could  he  have  ,  retraced  his  steps ;  that  was  im- 
possible, and  with  a  heavy  heart  he  journeyed  on.  Marshes, 
rivers ,   rocks  and  mountains  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
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exile.  O'er  silvery  lakes,  o*er  glidiDg  streams,  o'er  miglity 
floods  his  sinewy  stages  transported  him.  Each  lierb , 
eaeli  berry  was  essayed  to  nourish  life ;  the  mountain 
eragf,  or  dismal  cavern  was  at  night  the  outcast's  home; 
the  northern  blast ,  as  further  in  the  land  he  toiled ,  his 
thin -clad  limbs  with  ague  shook:  he  thought  on  Arrarat 
and  sighed ,  —  thought  on  his  oath ,  never  to  return ,  and 
wept. 

He  had  wandered  already  nearly  500  days ,  when  he 
arrived  at  a  plot  of  bigh  ground  o'er  which  the  waters 
of  the  flood  seemed  not  to  have  spent  their  fury.  He 
felt  convinced  too  of  this  fact,  when  a  huge  bear  ap- 
proached, the  dimension  of  whose  frame  most  clearly  proved  it 
must  have  lived  before  the  flood.  Growling  aloud,  it 
neared ,  as  if  disposed  to  seize  him  as  its  prey.  With 
his  strong  arm  the  grandson  of  great  Noah  felled  the 
dread  monster  to  his  feet.  From  nipping  cold ,  its 
skin  soon  shielded  Magog's  form,  and  taught  him,  that 
e'en  in  the  wilderness^  the  all  seeing  eye  of  God  perceives, 
and  his  beneficent  hand  protects,  and  provides  for  his 
creatures.  Animals  of  every  kind  and  species  now  darted 
o'er  his  path ;  all  nature  seemed  more  smiling ,  more  in- 
viting, and  ere  many  days  he  reachcid  a  spot  where  fruit 
and  flowering  trees ,  where  corn  and  lovely  shrubs ,  pro- 
claimed the  near  abode  of  man.  Huts  in  the  distance  too 
he  spied,  and  as  his  glaring  eye -ball,  strained  to  attain 
the  anxiously  desired  object,  at  length  o'er-joyed  beheld  a 
human  being ,  the  grateful  man  fell  prostrate  to  the  earth. 

H^re  with' uplifted  hands  towards  Heaven,  and  with 
a  heart  o'erflowing  with  delight  and  gratitude ,  he  hid 
his  fast  falling  tears  on  the  bosom  of  the  earth ,  and 
poured  forth  his  thanks  in  praise  and  adoration. 

Soon  as  the  now  delighted  Magog  rose  from  the  earth  he 
was  instantly  perceived,  and  a  lovely  maiden  attended  by 
an  old  man,  whose  silver  beard  reached  to  his  middle,  ap- 
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proacbed  him.     The  pair  surveyed  him  with  surprise,   but 
Qeared  with  confidence,  and  takings  his  hand,  the  sa^e  now 
led  him  towards  the  colonj.     Instantly  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  group  of  the  iohabitants ,  who  on  some  words  uttered 
by  the  old  man  seated  themselves  ;  he  then  held  an  address 
to  the  assembled  people ,    which  seemed  to  Magog   to  be 
a  refsommendalion  to  them,    to  receive  with  kindness  the 
stranger ;    and   then    addressing  himself  to  the  wanderer  , 
evidently   by   his    gesticulation  bade   him  welcome ;    they 
then  conducted  him  to  a  cottage ,   which  was  that  of  the 
ancient  of  the  community.     Here  after  a  meal  of  fruits  and 
Tiands ,    a  bed   of  leaves  was  prepared  for  him  ,   and  he 
retired  for  a  refreshing  repose. 

On  the  third  day  of  his  arrival  the  people  congregated 
with  great  shouts,  and  clapping  of  hands,  and  with  singing 
and  other  indications  of  rejoicing  at  the  cottage  of  the  sage. 
Led  by  him ,  Magog  ascended  a  hill  at  the  back  of  bis 
but,  where  decked  with  garlands  of  wild  flowers  stood 
a  rude  altar ,  and  near  to  it  a  still  far  ruder  figure.  A 
fire  was  soon  kindled  on  the  altar  and  an  animal  placed  alive 
npo^  the  burning  embers ,  which  being  at  length  consumed 
to  ashe^,  the  same  were  carefully  collected,  and  laid 
at  the  feet  of  the  wooden  figure ,  before  which ,  all 
prostrate  bent  in  silent  adoration. 

The  grief  of  the  old  man  seemed  great  when  he  found 
Hagog  was  not  to  be  induced  to  bend  before  the  God  of 
their  idolatry.  Every  fifth  day  this  religious  worship  was 
pursued ,  all  labour  ceased ,  and  the  evening  of  the  day 
was  devoted  to  pleasure.  Twice  had  the  San  revolved 
around  its  axis  ere  Magog  thought  to  quit  the  happy 
home  of  these  simple  people;  but  ere  the  first  six  months 
bad  past ,  religion's  dawning  light  had  beamed  upon  their 
minds,  and  the  insensate  God,  the  carved  work  of  man's 
band,  the  creature  of  his  own  creation  had  been  con* 
sumed  upon  the  altair  erected  to  bis  worship. 
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Content  ig  not  in  man ;  Hagog  again  forsook  a  bappy 
borne ;  again  he  wandered  o'er  inhospitable  tracts  ,  mid 
dismal  solitudes ,  o'er  mountain  steeps ,  the  rock's  abyss., 
the  waters  of  the  lake ,  and  o'er  the  desert's  plain.  At 
length  he  encountered  a  sight  new  to  the  astonished  tra- 
Ycller.  Majestic  mountains ,  one  more  loflj  than  anothei^ 
covered  with  snow,  or  glittering  in  the  sun  from  ice^  struck 
him  with  wonder  and  delight.  But  like  all  worldly  plea- 
sures, short  was  the  measure  of  his  joy. 

Hunger  deprived  him  soon,  in  this  inhospitable  clime, 
of  each  companion  of  bis  weary  way,  except  an  only 
stag,  and  after  wandering  o'er  these  regions  of  sterility 
for  several  weeks ,  and  bitterly  repenting  bis  departure 
from  his  friends  in  the  peaceful  vale,  ke  arrived  one  day, 
suffering  from  fatigue  and  hunger  at  a  large  and  beauti- 
ful water,  on  the  banks  of  which  he  found  salutary  and 
nourishing  roots.  After  wandering  many  days  oh.  the 
margin  of  this  lovely  lake ,  he  arrived  at  a  part  where  a 
stream  seperates  itself  from  the  parent  water«  Magog 
followed  the  course  of  this  stream,  and  the  further  be 
proceeded ,  the  more  lovely  he  found  became  the  country 
through  which  it  wound  its  course. 

He  had  journeyed  on  for  near  a  moon,  when  he  ar* 
rived  at  a  part  of  this  majestic  river ,  on  the  banks  of 
which ,  the  soil ,  teeming  with  all  the  beauties  of  nature, 
and  luxuriant  in  her  richest  gifts,  determined  him  te 
tarry  for  awhile. 

Another  river  far  less  majestic  here  mingled  its  yellow 
waters  with  the  azure  of  the  lovely  stream.  Outstretched, 
beyond  a  plain  of  matchless  beauty ,  a  distant  chain  of 
mountains,  whose  summits  seemed  jis  pillars  to  uphold 
the  canopy  of  Heaven ,  bounded  the  prospect.  O !  'twas 
a  sight  to  cheer  the  wanderer's  heart,  and  fill  bis  mind 
with  admiration.  Magog,  stretched  at  his  length  upon 
the   groand ,    perfumed    by  ^vei^   kerb   with    which .  the 
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bowiteoiia  liand  of  nature,  layisli  m  her  |^iflts  to  tliis  kig^y 
faroiired  land  has  bless'd  it  with,  snrreyed  each  beavtj 
with  a  loTer's  glance ,  and  Yowed ,  this  was  his  home. 

Jast  as  the  Son's  last  beams  were  sinking  in  the  liVest, 
soft  masie  ,  as  'twere  to  perfect  quite  the  measure  of  the 
exUe's  joy,  stole  gently  on  his  ear.  He  spmsg  npon  his 
feet  to  ascertain  from  whence  the  dulcet  sounds  proceeded, 
sounds  such  as  he  ne'er  had  heard  before  ;  but  what  was 
his  astonishment  when  he  beheld  two  heavenly  forms  ,  — 
beings  seemingly  of  an  other  world,  so  perfect  were  the 
pair ,  seated  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  fire  milk  -  white  stags, 
whose  horns  appeared  of  burnished  gold.  One  of  the 
njrmphs  with  purple  reins  guided  the  flying  stags,  while 
from  the  other's  skill,  the  music,  which  so  entranced 
the  youth,  without  an  effort  seemed  to  flow. 

No  sooner  did  the  pair  obserre  the  awe  -  struck  stranger, 
than  she  who  had  produced  the  heayenly  strains,  dropping 
her  instrument,  drew  forth  a  silver  arrow,  with  which 
she  was  about  to  take  her  aim  at  the  astonished  Magog,, 
when  the  amazon  was  restrained  by  her  companion, 
who ,  guiding  her  carriage  towards  the  stream ,  instant 
its  waters  separated ,  and  the  fiery  stags  darted  headlong 
thro'  the  bed  of  the  river.  Before  Magog  had  recovered 
from  his  astonishment,  the  lovely  charioteer  drew  np 
before  him.  Both  nymphs  descended  from  their  seats,  and 
the  skilful  driver  thus  addressed  the  youth.  « Stranger 
^  who  art  thou?  whence  comest  thou?  what  doest  thou  in 
my  father's  realm?  and  what  is  the  object  of  thy  sojourn  ?» 
Entranced  the  youth  replied:  «  Fair  nymph,  fain  would  I 
call  thee  by  a  name,  that  must  be  foreign  to  my  poor 
speech,  for  I  can  find  no  word  to  speak  my  wonder,  my 
native  tongue  is  bankrupt  in  expression  of  my  admiration 
of  thy  matchless  charms.*  With  a  smile  the  fair -one 
encouraged  him  briefly  to  relate  his  history;  this  done, 
he  modestly  enquired  with  what,    to  him,    yet  unknown 
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Deity  be  spoke,  be  tboagbt  till  now  tbereM  been  but  one, 
and  tbat.  Great  Nature,  «I  am  Magnntia,  tbe  daugbter  of 
tbe  tbousand-year  old  Magnus,  grand  daagfbter  of  the  most 
ancient  Rheinus;  but  come  tbou  grandson  of  famed  Noab, 
tbou  must  visit  ^itb  us  the  baliitation  of  my  father,  thou 
sbalt  be  welcome.^  Instant  the  youth  was  by  her  side, 
but  ere  he'd  time  to  think  he  lost  perception  'neathtbc 
waters  of  the  yellow  stream. 

'Twas  clear  poor  Magog  was  not  formed  for  such  a 
bome  ,  and  the  fair  M aguntia ,  enamoured  of  the  youth  ^ 
hastened  her  lover  to  the  surface  of  the  deep,  and  thelice^ 
on  shore.  Beneath  the  fostering  care  of  fair  Maguntiay 
suspended  animation  soon  returned^  and  grieved  to  find  her 
favourite  could  not  inhabit  with  herself  her  watery  bome  » 
she  quick  resolved  to  snplicate  her  father  to  erect  on 
land  a  bome  for  him ,  if  he'd  consent  to  stay  and  share 
ber  love.  Damsels  were  not  so  shy  as  now^  or,  'neath  tbe 
waters  of  this  stream ,  'tis  main  -  sure  they've  constant 
leap-year.  The  offer  was  embraced  with  joy,  and  the 
fair  -  one  hastened  to  her  indulgent  father's  palace  ,  where 
faries ,  fays ,  and  fishes  dwell. 

Sleep  sealed  the  eyelids  of  the  enamoured  youth ,  and 
dreams  such  as  happy  lovers  know ,  chased  in  creative 
fancy's  form  through  a  night  of  bliss  the  hours  away,  and 
when  he  awoke  bis  guardian  angel ,  fair  M aguntia ,  bung 
'oer  his  couch.  His  was  a  moment  of  delight,  he  beard 
the  liquid  words ,  stream  from  the  moiath  of  the  water 
nymph,  heard  the  confession  of  her  love,  be  knew  bimself 
beloved ,  and  his  was  bliss  supreme. 

Fathers  and  Grandfathers  are  in  such  moments  some- 
times unwelcome  guests,  so  thought  no  doubt  poor  Magog, 
when  sounds  of  music  breathed  thro'  a  hundred  horns  of 
muscle  -  shells ,  (different  from  ours  of  the  present  day  no 
doubt,)  announced  the  arrival  of  the  ancient  pair.  > 
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Old  Rheinus  with  Ms  son  Hanus,  accompanied  by 
tlionsands  of  Tritons ,  left  their  watery  palace  to  attend  a 
feast  ^iven  in  honour  of  the  st rangier,  lover  of  the  daughter 
of  the  stream.  The  son  of  Noah  was  welcomed  by  the  sages 
of  the  deep^  from  which  no  doubt  has  originated  the 
saying ,  —  « a  deep  one ,  •  —  and  the  nuptials  of  Magogs 
and  Maguntia  were  solemnized  with  unheard  of  splendour. 

On  this  happy  occasion  Magog  laid  the  foundation 
■tone  of  his  future  habitation,  and  in  a  short  period » 
around  his  costly  palace,  a  town,  unrivalled  in  its  situation 
stootl,  the  proud  erection  of  the  Tritons  of  the  deep, 
and  built  of  stones  raised  from  the  bed  of  its  parent 
streams.  For  ages  the  town  increased  in  its  population 
and  in  splendour ,  till  some  barbarous  nations ,  envious 
of  its  prosperity,  attacked,  and  totally  destroyed  iU 
Some  thousand  years  after,  the  warlike  Romans,  under 
the  great  commander  Drusus,  overrunningthe  whole  country, 
came  to  this  spot^  and  enchanted  by  a  situation,  which 
reminded  him  of  the  pure  climate  of  Italy ,  built  on  the 
ruins  of  the  town,  the  fair  Maguntiorum ,  from  Maguntia,' 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  still  calling  Ihe  ruins 
of  the  former  town,  by  that  name. 

Thus  far  the  fabulous  origin  of  Mentz  is  narrated ,  of 
which  in  the  absence  of  authentic  records  ,  my  readei*8 
are  at  liberty  to  believe  just  as  much  as  may  be  agreeable 
to  them. 

The  historical  account  of  Mentz,  by  the  late  highly 
talented  and  much  respected  professor  Lehne,  deserves  a 
much  better  fate  than  to  be  so  unmercifully  anatomized 
as  I  am  necessitated  to  operate  upon  the  subject ,  for  the 
number  of  sheets,  to  which  my  work  is  limited,  admits  not 
of  my  doing  justice  to  his  excellent  publication. 

Forty  years  before  Christ ,  is  the  period  mentioned,  in 
which  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus  had  possessed  him* 
self  of  Gaul  $    at  which   time  it  appears ,    that  smarting 
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under  Ibe  yoke  of  tLe  conqueror,  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try sought  to  free  tbemselyes  of  their  chains ,  and  that 
Uartinus  Agrippa  iras  sent  into  the  disturbed  provinces 
to  quell  the  insurrection.  Having  accomplished  this  object^ 
he  passed  over  the  Rhine  into  Germany,  under  the  pretencQ 
of  preventing  an  incursion  of  its  turbulent  inhabitants  into 
Gaul. 

The  situation  of  the  present  town  of  Hentz ,  appearing 
in  every  respect  so  well  calculated  for  defence  against 
the  Snevens ,  and  the  Trevirer ,  it  is  affirmed  the  Roman 
leader  here  threw  up  the  first  entrenchments ,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  future  « Golden  Mentz,*  as  it  hat 
been,  from  its  opulence  and  splendour  named.  Confident 
in  their  physical  power,  and  scorning  the  bonds  of  depen- 
dence ,  the  warlike  natives ,  attacked  and  defeated  tho 
proud  Roman,  and  obliged  his  legions  to  return. 

About  sixteen  years  before  Christ,  the  Emperor  himself 
proceeded  to  the  Rhine,  remained  there  two  years  without 
greatly  distinguishing  himself,  and  on  his  retiring »  left 
the  6upi*eme  command  in  the  hands  .of  Drusus.  A.  nioro 
judicious  selection  he  could  not  have  made ,  the  young 
warrior  possessing  all  the  requisites  for  a  great  comman- 
der, and  a  finished  statesman.  To  secure  his  conquest, 
and  himself  against  annoyance  from  the  enemy,  this  talented 
and  prudent  commander  erected  fifty  great  and  small  castles 
along  the  course  of  the  Rhine.  The  most  important  of 
these  was  no  doubt  Maguniiorum,  in  as  much  as  a  fortified 
position  on  the  Rhine,  and  at  the  confluence  of  the  Main, 
was  so  highly  necessary  to.  his  future  operations.  The 
fortifications  round  this  fort  were  considerable  and  exten-- 
sive.  The  circumference  of  the  whole  was  about  S107 
meters  or  18084  feet.  From  East  to  West  they  extended 
from  the  top  of  Albanusberg  to  the  declivity  of.  the  Lin* 
senberg  2046  meters  or  GSI6  feet»  The  walls  were  five 
feet  thick,  and  were  defended  hy  towers. 
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lli^^iy  heemme  the  power  of  the  RoMans  tlirov^k  the 
euer^  and  talent  of  their  leader,  and  too  soon  the  Ger- 
■laBs  felt  the  superiority  of  eiTilLEation  and  intellectaal 
endowment,  oyer'  the  agenej  of  mere  physical  foree.  Soo» 
the  natiye  yonth  of  the  eonntry  won  by  the  fascinations 
of  Inxnry,  and  the  splendomr  of  Roman  achieTcments , 
enlisted  in  the  ranks  of  the  conqueror  of  their  natiye 
land,^  and  helped  to  riyet  the  chains  of  slarery.  For 
seventy  three  years  the  foarteenth  legion,  considered  as 
the  founders  of  the  town,  carried  their  laurels  amid  the 
walls  of  their  creation.  Where  the  majestic  forest  stood, 
the  golden  com  soon  waved  before  the  wind,  and  streams 
that  gave  their  waters  to  the  sandy  waste,  soon  flowed 
along  the  mighty  aqueduct,  and  sent  refreshing  streams 
to  fair  Maguntiorom.  All  nature  round  the  town  assumed 
another  face  ;  this  was  the  operation  of  a  man ,  the  work 
of  hut  a  few  years. 

In  order  to  forward  his  mighty  plans  against  the  Ger- 
mans, Drusus  erected  a  bridge  across  the  Rhine,  and 
built  as  a  defence  for  the  same ,  on  the  opposite  shore 
a  castle,  which  has  given  the  name  of  Castel  to  the  mise- 
rable town  already  described.  His  communications  being 
thus  secured;  and  in  case  of  defeat  a  strong  place  of 
defence  to  fall  back  upon  being  in  his  rear ,  he  prosecuted 
with  success  his  several  attacks  upon  the  natives  of  the 
opposite  shore,  and  obliged  them  frequently  to  seek  the 
protection  of  their  mountain  fastnesses. 

Having  accomplished  as  much  for  his  country  as  for 
his  own  immortal  reputation ,  he  was  recalled  as  Consul 
to  Rome,  there  to  repose  upon  his  laurels,  the  reward  of 
his  services:  but  called  upon,  some  say,  by  ambition, 
and  a  love  of  war,  others,  by  the  aggressions  of  the 
Germans ,  he  again  retrod  the  beaten  path ,  and  undertook 
the  conduct  of  the  struggle  against  these  warlike  people.  His 
plan  of  operations  this  time  was  quite  different  from  his 
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former  campaigns.  He  took  the  course  of  the  Main, 
which  divides  Germany  into  two  parts ,  penetrated  into 
the  country  as  far  as  the  Elbe,  and  was  alone  restrained 
from  further  prosecuting  his  triumphal  career,  hy  the  appear- 
ance of  a  prophetess ,  or  German  Witch  of  immense  size. 
Thus  is  the  saw  related.  Rising  before  him  on  his  march 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  this  wizard  warned  him  to 
retire,  assuring  him  he  would  only,  as  the  cold  earth  on 
which  they  stood,  return  to  Rome.  What  not  the  patriotic 
efforts ,  not  the  arms  of  native  chiefs  and  hardy  moun- 
taineers could  effect,  fell  superstition  wrought.  Drusus 
affrighted  drew  his  legions  back,  and  on  his  strange  retreat, 
falling  from  his  horse,  he  broke  his  leg  and  shortly  after 
died ;  'tis  said  at  Boselager  in  Westphalia  ,  while  others 
maintain  he  died  at  Saalburg ,  a  strong  fortified  Roman 
position  near  Ilomburg  on  his  way  to  the  then  even  fre- 
qnented  baths  of  Wiesbaden. 

His  body  was  conveyed  with  lamentation  to  Maguntio- 
mm  ,*  and  from  thence  with  unusual  pomp  to  Rome.  The 
Eichelstein  on  the  field  of  Mars ,  within  the  fortifications 
of  the  Citadel,  was  erected  by  the  legions  as  a  monument 
to  their  beloved  leader,  and  proudly  defying  the  war  of 
elements 9  and  the  hand  of  Time,  remains  a  noble  monu- 
ment of  their  devotion  and  admiration.  From  this  remark- 
able erection  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  the  country  round, 
and  a  favourable  opportunity  of  surveying  the  fortifications. 

The  bridge  built  by  Drusus  across  the  Rhine  was  an 
erection  of  wood.  Trajan  built  in  its  stead  one  of  stone  , 
the  foundations  of  which  last  year,  (the  waters  of  the 
river  being  unusually  low,)  I  had  an  opportunity  of  aeeing. 
The  alterations  in  the  works  of  the  fortifications  were 
very  inconsiderable  for  many  years,  except  that  Hadrian 
erected  some  works  towards  Weisenau. 

The  cursory  survey  of  the  history  of  Germany  which 
I  have  given  in  another  part  of  my  work  renders  it  quite 


330  THE  TAtfMUS. 

superflaoua  tbat  I  pursue  the  auLject  much  further  as 
regards  the  Romans,  enough  has  heen  said  to  prove  th^ 
erection  of  the  town  and  possession  of  the  *  counlry  by 
them,  and  from  its  situation  to  shew,  why  it  was  as  much 
an  object  of  importance  to  that  people,  as  its  possession 
bas  ever  since  been  regarded  as  matter  of  vital  consequence 
by  all  contending  parties ,  during  every  subsequent  war. 
So  too  the  Germans  regarded  it,  and  more  thau  oiice 
made  themselves  masters  of  it,  but  were,  invariably  agai% 
dislodged  by  their  more  skilful  opponents* 

It  is  almost  beyond  belief  how  great  were  the  sufferings 
of  the  inhabitants  during  their  wars,  and  how  many  thou- 
sand lives  were  sacrificed  during  the  various  sieges. 

Under  ConstantinCcthe  Great  ^  the  town  again  fell  into* 
the  hands  of  the  Germans ,  who  almost  levelled  it  'with 
the  earth.  Julian  regained  it,  but. in  507  it  was  onee 
more  surprised  by  the  Allemannen  and  conquered.  It 
being  Easter -day,  the  Christians  were  all  assembled  in 
their  church  for  divine  service,  where  they  were  inhumanly 
murdered,  and  the  other  inhabitants  were  carried  away 
for  slaves.  Up  to  the  period  from  370  to  580 ,  when  the 
Christian  religion  had  taken  deep  root  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  the  Rhine  ,  many  were  the  persecutions  they 
bad  to  endure^  particularly  under  Domilian. 

Under  Appius  Maximus  they  found  protection,  whilo. 
under  his  successor  Avidiiis  Severus  they  were  subject  to 
unheard  of  persecutions ;  this  monster  ordered  the  mur- 
dering of  their  first  teacher  Creseens.  It  is  reporteds  thi^ 
martyr  to  his  faith  shall  have  come  secretly  with  the  83. 
legion  to  Maguntiorum,  which  served  in  Syria  under 
Titus ,  and  assisted  at  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem* 

About  sixty  years  previous  to  the  murder  of  the  Chris- 
tians by  the  Allemannen  in  th^ir  church,  it  is  recprded 
that  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  professed 
the  doctrine  of  the  cross. 
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Towards  the  close  of  the  year  406,  the  Vandals  and 
other  German  nations  came  across  the  Rhine ,  and  after 
a  long  siege ,  the  town  was  taken  and  destroyed.  The 
bishop  Aureus  was  with  many  thousand  Christians  mur- 
dered in  the  church.  In  A6i  the  town  was  again  destroyed 
by  Attila,  and  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  escaped  the 
sword,  considered  themselves  fortunate  if  they  saved 
more  than  a  bare  covering  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  in  the  woods  and  forests ,  the 
shelter  of  which  they  were  forced  to  seek.  Till  622 
Mentz  succumbed  in  the  dust,  when  Dagobert,  King  of 
Franconia  raised  her  from  out  her  ruins ,  and  erected  a 
city  which  afterwards  might  'vie  in  splendour  with  the 
proudest  of  Europe,  in  whose  affairs,  through  the  influence 
ef  her  Electors  she  played  a  conspicuous  part.  This  King 
may  with  truth  be  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the  present 
city.  Bishop  Sieghert  surrounded  it  with  walls  in  712^ 
at  which  period  Mentz  had  three  churches.  The  churcli 
of  St.  Peter  was  erected  in  773.     *  * 

To  Charles  the  Great,  appertains  -the  honour  of  intro- 
ducing commerce  and  agriculture.  This  powerful  Monarch 
erected  on  the  hill  St.  Albanns  a  cloister  and  school ,  and 
to  his  enlightened  mind  and  judicious  application  of  his 
vast  resources ,  the  spread  of  intellectual  knowledge  first 
began  to  dawn  on  the  different  nations  of  Germany ,  and' 
the  arts  and  sciences  to  flourish.  In  the  year  980  the 
church  of  St.  Stephen  was  built,  and  from  978  to  1009 
the  Cathedral  church  was  erected.  About  this  period  the 
Archbishops  endeavoured  to  extend  their  temporal  power 
over  the  city ,  and  render  themselves  independent  of  the 
burgers.  It  is  the  nature  of  priestcraft  all  over  the  world 
to  grasp  at  power,  to  pant  for  wealth,  and  tp  blind  with 
superstition.  Here  though  the  Bishop  met  with  a  vigorous 
resistance ,  the  town  being  in  the  possession  of  great  pri«^ 
veleges  from  some  of  the  Emperors^   and  guaranteed  by 
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others ,  wbile  the  brave  inhabitants  w^re  animated  by  a 
love  of  freedom,  the  in-born  right  of  every  human  being, 
and  by  a  determination  to  die  in  defence  of  its  holy  laws* 
Dissensions  thus  frequently  arose  between  the  citizens  ^ 
and  their  eclesiastical  ruler,  and  at  length  driven  to 
extremities  by  the  rapacity  and  arrogance  of  the  Bishop , 
they  publicly  deposed  him,  during  his  absence  with  the 
Emperor  in  Rome  ,  to  which  place  he  went  to  avoid  the 
indignation  of  the  people.  This  was  Arnold  'of  Perlen- 
bafen. 

Returning  from  bis  journey^  and  finding  the  gates 
shut  against  him ,  he  proceeded  to  Bingen  to  raise  troops 
wherewith  to  storm  the  town.  Previous  to  this  attack, 
disguised  as  a  common  [carrier,  he  found  means  to  get 
into  the  town ,  in  order  to  be  his  own  spy ,  and  to  dis- 
cover the  disposition  of  the  people  towards  him,  and  their 
means  of  defence.  He  proceeded  to  the  monastery  of 
Jacobsberg,  from  which  cloister  a  monk  was  employed 
to  bring  him  information  of  the  proceedings  of  his  enemies, 
but  the  emissary  happening  to  look  too  deep  into  a  cup 
of  Rhenish,  he,  unfortunately  for  his  honourable  employer, 
divulged  the  nature  of  his  employment,  and  the  result 
was  ,  the  storming  of  the  monastery  by  the  citizens  ,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  vile  Bishop ,  who ,  being  dragged 
from  out  his  hiding  place,  was  murdered  in  the  street  by 
an  infuriated  people. 

During  the  misrule  of  this  wretch ,  the  Jews ,  at  the 
instigation  of  a  fanatic  monk  named  Rudolph,  to  the 
eternal  disgrace  of  religion  and  the  age  in  which  it  took 
place ,  and  to  the  almost  total  ruin  of  trade ,  were  in  the 
most  infamous  manner  persecuted ,  plundered ,  and  by 
hundreds  murdered. 

Priestcraft  and  fanaticism  are  the  tv^in  offspring  of 
tyranny  and  hypocricy;  but  with  the  detested  eocourager 
of  such  monstrous  acts,    died  in  1160  the  chief  abetters 
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of  siicli  infamous  outrages  on  society,  and  none  bnt  fools 
or  madmen,  can  pretend  to  say,  Arnold  did.  not  amply  merit 
bis  end. 

For  this  meritorious  act  the  ringleaders  were  con- 
demned to  die ;  the  tower  and  walls  of  the  city  were 
entirely  destroyed ,  and  the  priveleges  of  the  people 
abridged. 

With  the  reerection  of  their  walls ,  the  wealth  and 
freedom  of  the  city  was  restored.  The  crusades  just  at 
this  period ,  undertaken  at  the  instigation  of  Peter  the 
hermit  of  Amiens,  imparted  a  splendour  to  the  town  neter 
before  witnessed ,  and  spread  luxury*  among  the  people 
to  an  unprecedented  degree.  A  congress  of  the^  Diet  held 
here  in  1184  tended  not  a  little  to  the  reestablishment 
of  ittf  prosperity. 

In  1190  tho%  a  tremendous  fire  destroyed  more  than 
half  the  city ,  yet  such  was  the  industry  of  the  people , 
such  their  wealth ,  and  such  their  means  of  renovation , 
that  but  a  short  period  elapsed  before  prosperity  again 
blossomed  in  meridian  splendour. 

In  1223  a  great  council  o(  the  Church  took  place, 
its  object  (by  the  profane  'tis  said) ,  the  subversion  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people ;  but  to  counteract  its  baneful  effects, 
the  Emperor  Frederick  II.  in  1243  granted  to  the  city, 
great  and  unlooked  for  priveleges ,  called  the  golden  free' 
doniy  and  guaranteed  the  people  against  oppression.  In 
1233  a  union  of  different  cities  was  established,  of. which 
Mentz  was  the  chief  y  its  object  being  to  clear  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Rhine  of  pirates,  (alias  robber  knights ), 
and  protect  the  commerce  of  the  town. 

Through  this  union,  to  which  more  than  100  cities 
belonged ,    and  to  which  princes  >     nobles  ,   knights ,    and 

I 

men  of  large  estates ,  sent  in  their  tribute  and  adhesion , 
many  of  those  nests  of  priacy ,  whose  beautiful  ruins 
now    grace   the   margins  of  the  Rhine ,   were  destroyed  ^ 
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forth ,  and  Ifentz  continued  to  groan  beneath  the  seonrge 
of  despotism.  From  this  period  the  Archbishops  kept  at 
Mentz  a  conrt ,  if  hich  in  magnificence ,  vied  with  that  of 
the  Emperor  himself,  and  in  splendid  loxnry,  with  that 
of  the  Saltan  of  the  East. 

Mentz  thus  becoming  the  residence  of  a  Inxnrions  no- 
bility, the  town  rose  in  prosperity,  trade  flourished,  and 
it  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  m  Golden,  m  The  Uui- 
Tcrsity  was  established  in  1477  by  the  Archbishop  of  Isen- 
burg.  In  the  year  1552  the  Margrave  Albert  of  Bran- 
denburg captured  the  city,  but  as  his  chief  resentment 
was  directed  against  the  clergy,  the  citizens  were  treated 
with  lenity,  burning  down  only  some  public  buildings, 
and  among  the  rest  the  Bishop's  residence ,  the  castle  of 
St.  Martin's. 

During  the  thirty  years  war ,  the  town  was  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards  ,  but  they  were  obliged  to  capitulate 
to  the  Swedes  on  the  15  December  1651 ,  who  now 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  fortifications ,  the  town  and 
the  castle.  This  was  a  period  of  much  aflliction  to  the 
inhabitants,  very  many  families  were  plundered,  and  most 
of  the  clergy ,  refusing  to  pay  their  share  towards  the 
war  contributions ,  had  their  houses  pulled  down.  The 
distress  of  the  inhabitants  was  greatly  augmented  the 
following  year,  by  the  combined  eyils  of  plague  and 
famine,  from  the  united  effects  of  which,  upward  of  6000 
of  the  unfortunate  citizens  were  in  a  short  time  carried  off. 

After  a  very  protracted  siege ,  the  town  came  by  capi- 
tulation into  the  hands  of  the  allied  armies  of  Austria  and 
Bavaria.  The  suffering^  of  the  people  were  now  dreadful. 
On  the  16  Septembre  1644  the  town  was  conquered  by 
the  French,  but  who  in  consequence  of  the  peace  of 
Westphalia  restored  it  to  the  Elector  of  Mentz.  The 
original  founders  of  the  present  strong  works  of  the  forti- 
fications were  the  Swedes,  but  the  same  were  considerably 
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augmented  in  KiSO  l>y  the  Arclibishop,  and  Markgraf 
John  Philip  Schonborn ,  at  an  enormous  expence »  both 
the  suburbs  Filzbaeh  and  St.  Peter  being  razed  to  make 
room  for  the  new  works.  The  French  took  the  town  in 
1688  during  the  war  of  the  Orlean's  succession,  but  lost 
it  in  the  following  year  after  a  seyere  siege «  and  in  1691 
it  was  thro'  the  active  cooperation  of  the  Hessians  saved. 
At  this  time  the  population  of  the  town  had  risen  greatly, 
and  it  had  become  a  place  of  great  importance.  When 
the  revolution  of  France  first  broke  out ,  Mentz  "was  con* 
sidered  one  of  the  first  commercial  places  of  Germany, 
notwithstanding  its  being  a  fortified  town,  ifnd  as  certainly 
one  of  the  richest  on  the  whole  continent  of  Europe;  but 
regardless  of  these  great  advantages^  the  inhabitants,  (His 
said  )  fascinated  by  the  love  of  freedom,  which  that  noble 
struggle ,  the  French  revolution ,  (till  unheard  of  crimes 
darkened  its  lustre),  produced  throughout  the  world,  on 
the  approach  of  Gustine  at  the  head  of  18,000  men,  with 
delight  threw  open  their  gates  on  the  17  October  1702, 
and  fraternized  with  the  liberals  of  France.  Another 
version  of  the  'story  and  by  far  the  more*  probable,  is,  that 
the  chief  part  of  the  garrison  had  been  sent  to .  Spires  to  ' 
oppose  the  progress  of  the  French  arms,  where  being 
surprised  and  taken  prisoners ,  the  General  of  the  revo- 
lutionary army  determined  to  effect  if  possible  the  con« 
quest  of  Mentz,  which,  being  in  an  indefensible  state, 
devoid  at  once  of  cannon  or  a  garrison,  was  by  the  un- 
expected approach  of  the  enemy  necessitated  to  sur- 
render. 

Here  was  immediately  formed  a  German  national  com- 
mittee which  had  its  first  sitting  on  the  17  March  follow- 
ing, and  sent  ambassadors  to  Paris.  These  demonstrations 
led  to  a  strict  blockade  of  the  place  by  the  combined 
powers  of  Austria ,  Prussia ,  Saxony ,  and  Hessia  who 
bombarded  the  town.     After  a  sharp  siege  of  three  months, 
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to  the  immortal  honour  of  the  22^000  men  who  defended 
it,  bat  to  the  almost  total  destruction  of  the  town,  it 
came  to  an  honourable  capitulation  on  the  25  of  July  1795* 
The  sufferinofs  of  the  inhabitants  during  this  period 
were  of  the  most  distressing  nature ,  but  endured  with  the 
greatest  magnanimity.  Many  public  edifices  were  destroyed, 
particularly  the  beautiful  church ,  the  Liebfrauen ,  ( the 
church  of  our  dear  lady);  the  cathedral;  the  churches  of 
the  Franciscans ,  the  Jesuits ,  and  Dominicans  ;  and  very 
many  cloisters,  and  public  and  priyate  buildings  became 
a   prey  to  the  flames. 

In  1704  the  French  returned,  and  now  commenced 
one  of  the  most  obstinate  sieges  ever  known,  a  siege  whose 
destructive  results  to  the  villages  around  exceeded  almost 
credibility.  This  siege  under  General  Kleber  lasted  ten 
months ,  but  in  October  1 70o  the  Austrian  General  Glair- 
fait  stormed  the  very  strong  fortifications  of  Weisenau, 
close  by  the  town ,  and  already  in  the  possession  of  the 
French,  (thought  too  in  their  hands  to  be  impregnable), 
and  having  captured  the  same,  the  besiegers  were  obliged 
to  raise  the  siege* 

By  the  peace  of  Gampo  Formio ,  1 7  October  1 797 , 
the  town  came  for  the  second  time  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  at  length  by  the  peace  of  Luneville,  9th 
Feb.  1801  5  all  the  left  shore  of  the  Bhine  was  ceded  to 
France ,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  French  republic ,  the 
majestic  river  being  considered  its  natural  boundary. 

The  French  directly  abridged  the  over  >  grown  power 
of  the  church ,  and  appropriated  the  revenues  of  the  same 
to  far  better  purposes  than  to  support  in  idleness,  and  too 
often  ill  dissipation  the  hordes  of  monks  that  infested  the 
land,  and  fattened  on  the  credulity  of  a  deluded  people. 
'  But  to  their  eternal  disgrace,  they  made  no  distinction 
between  religion  itself,  and  the  abuses  of  its  pure  and 
holy  precepts  by  the  individuals  professing  its/  propagation. 
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and  waging  Unhallowed  war  against  learning  itself,  dis«- 
solv^ed  the  noble  institutions  here  established  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  people  9  broke  up  the  Uniyersity,  and  by 
every  means  in  their  power  endeavoured  to  stay  the  pro- 
gress of  intellectual  advancement.  Had  they  been  satis* 
fied  with  reforming  the  abuses  of  the  church ,  they  wonld 
have  conferred  upon  mankind  a  lasting  benefit,  and  me- 
rited the  benediction  of  the  human  race,  but  in  waging 
war  against  its  pure  doctrines,  trampling  under  foot  the 
precepts  of  its  divine  founder ,  and  turning  into  ridicule 
the  members  of  every  religions  form  of  worship,  they 
drew  a  veil  o'er  the  bright  page  of  the  history  of  their 
revolution ,  and  darkened  e^en  their  noble  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  freedom. 

Mentz  had  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  occupation  of  the 
town  by  the  French ,  in  the  excellent  code  of  laws ,  the 
pure  administration  of  justice ,  and  the  superior  systbm  of 
police  introduced  by  them.  An  individual,  to  whom  more 
than  to  almost  any  other,  they  are  indebted  for  many  of 
the  priveleges ,  and  the  prosperity  to  which  the  town 
rose  u^der  the  French  government  was  Jean  Bon  St. 
Andre,  but  to  whose  elevation  in  office  they  objected, 
and  even  petitioned  the  government  in  Paris.  Thie 
benefactor,  St.  Andre,  on  his  arrival  by  the  wise  measures 
he  adopted,  restored  the  town  to  much  of  its  former 
prosperity ,  and  gave  such  an  impetus  9  (by  his  encourage- 
ment), to  agricullure ,  that  soon,  wheree*er  a  waste  'and 
sandy  spot  was  found ,  the  hand  of  culture  decked  it  o*er 
with  green ,  and  Mentz ,  the  lovely  smiling  Mentz  ,  was 
soon  encircled  with  productive  fields,  and  plenty  gladdened 
man.  This  good  man  and  patriot,  was  in  some  measure 
the  cause  of  the  rise  of  Napoleon ,  having  on  the  field  of 
battle  at  Toulon  (as  Representant  du  peuple)  promoted  this 
wonderful  man  to  the  rank  of  Captain ,  who  was  at  that 
time   only  Lieutenant  of  Artillery.     This  Napoleon  never 
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forgot.  This  excellent  frknd  to  Mentz  died  in  1815. 
The  IV hole  of  the  left  shore  of  the  Rhine  for  17  years 
formed  a  part  of  the  Empire  of  France.  Strashurg,  Ant» 
werp,  and  Mentz  were  to  have  heen  rendered  the  three 
strongest  fortresses  in  Earope,  but  the  campaign 'of  Russia 
frustrated  all  the  mighty  plans  of  the  great  Xapoleon« 

But  we  hare  hurried  rnot  a  little  too  fast.  In  1805 
haying  heen  for  some  years  incorporated  with  and  become 
an  integral  part  of  the  French  nation ,  it  was  made  the 
see  of  a  Bishop ,  and  obtained  the  privelege  of  a  free  port. 
After  the  battle  of  Leipzig ,  Napoleon  ordered  General 
Morand  with  5O9OOO  men  to  occupy  the  town,  which  in 
the  first  days  of  the  year  1814,  was  closely  invested  by 
a  Prussian  army  under  the  celebrated  Blucher,  but  it 
was  not  till  the  IstMay  following,  that  the  town  and  for- 
tifications were  delivered  up  ,  together  with  Castel  and 
Kostheim  to  the  civil  government  of  a  particular  Austrian 
and  Prussian  provisional  administration.  By  a  convention 
of  the  four  powers  of  the  Holy  alliance  held  at  Paris  5 
Novemb.  1813,  and  confirmed  by  a  treaty  between  Austria 
and  Prussia  executed  at  Frankfort  50  June  1816^  the 
sovereignty  of  the  whole  of  the  Palatinate  was  given  to 
the  house  of  Darmstadt ,  together  with  the  revenues  ,  and 
the  civil  government  of  the  town;  but  the  works  of  the 
fortifications,  the  edifices  connected  with  the  same,  the 
military  possession  of  the  town,  and  all  matters  connected 
with  its  defence ,  was  under  the  control  and  solely  regu- 
lated by  the  governor  appointed  by  the  two  high  contracting 
parties ,  the  said  governor  being  appointed  alternately  by 
the  two  states ,  and  the  duration  of  his  ofiice  being  five 
years. 

V  To  a  kind  friend  Mr.  D —  I  am  under  infinite  obliga- 
tions ,  for  the  assistance  he  has  rendered  me ,  by  giving 
me  access  to  various  works  of  interest  and  deep  informa- 
tion,   and  particularly  for  the   loan  of  a  M<  S.  account  of 
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the  siege  of  M entz ,  and  a  full  narrative  of  the  dreadful 
sufferiugfs  of  the  inhabitants.  This  account  was  written 
hy  his  uncle ,  himself  an  eye  witness  of  the  distress  of 
the  place.  This ,  a  work  of  peculiar  interest ,  is  deserving^ 
of  publication ,  and  to  my  countrymen  ,  fortunately  unac- 
quainted with  the  horrors  of  a  sieg^e  would  he  of  peculiar 
interest.  To  the  friendship  of  this  gentleman  I  am  indebted 
for  many  valuable  hints  and  authentic  notices  on  various 
subjects ,  and  for  the  introduction ,  through  him  obtained, 
to  Mr.  Hesse ,  of  whom  I  have  already  had  occasion  to 
speak,  and  through  whom  I  have  obtained  such  informa- 
tion ,  as  alone  could  be  derived  from  a  man  orsuch  su- 
perior attainments,  and  commanding,  as  he  does,  such 
sources  of  information. 

4 

Having  had  occasion  to  mention  so  frequently  in  ray 
short  account  of  Mentz  and  its  history,  the  very  import* 
ant  part  which  the  spiritual  Electors  of  Mentz  played  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Empire ,  and  of  the  magnificence  and 
splendour  of  their  court,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
my  readers  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that 
vast  power  which  the  clergy  had  obtained  over  the  mind  and 
personal  possessions  of  the  people  through  the  means  of 
their  immense  wealth ,  and  the  mental  darkness  in  which 
they  sought  to  keep  them,  through  the  operation  of  bigotry 
and  superstition. 

Of  the  various  monastic  orders  of  priesthood  which 
flourished  in  Mentz  there  were  previous  to  their  suppres* 
sion,  eight  superior  institutions  for  monks,  and  a  like 
number  for  nuns ;  these  monasteries  supported  several  thou- 
sand male  and  female  drones,  who  fattened  on  the  credu- 
lity of  the  people ,  and  lived  in  luxury  on  the  produce 
of  the  sweat  of  the  brow  of  industry.  Prince  Emmerich 
Joseph  in  1775  abolished  the  order  of  the  Jesuits  to 
whom  had  been  entrusted  the  education  of  the  youth  of 
Mentz.    The  Elector  Frederick  Charles  in  1781  sequestered 
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the  revennes  of  the  nionasteries  Altmanster ,  and  of  the 
richly  endowed  order  of  Clara,  and  appropriated  their 
Innds  for  the  use  of  the  University  of  the  town.  The 
game  enlightened  prince  abolished  also  the  order  of  St. 
Dominic ;  and  the  residae  owe  their  final  extinction  to  the 
French  revolution^  having  been  totally  abolished  in  1801 , 
the  immaculate  monks ,  and  nuns ,  being  allowed  a  small 
pension  to  live  upon.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  various 
relifponft  institutions. 

Nro.  i.     The  Benediciiner.    The  church  and  monastery 

burnt  to  the  ground  in  i  793  in  the  siege  by  the  Prussians. 

Nro.  2.     The   Carthauser,      Their    establishment    was , 

where  at  present  the  beautiful  public  gardens  are  planted. 

Nro.  3.     The   Jesuits*     Where   the   new    theatre   has 

been  built. 

Nro.  4.  The  Augustiner^  The  church  and  buildings 
t>f  the  same  still  in  existence ;  the  latter  used  as  a  semi* 
nary  for  the  education  of  youths  intended  for  the  church* 
Nro.  5.  The  Carmeliter.  Their  church  now  converted 
into  a  warehouse,  the  buildings  into  an  excellently  con* 
ducted  school  for  the  children  of  poor  parents. 

Nro.  0.  The  Dominicaner.  The  church  and  buildings 
destroy^  in  the  siege  of  1 793  ,*  on  the  site  of  the  same 
a  new  corn  exchange  is  about  to  be  erected. 

Nro.  7.  The  Capuciner,  Tlie  church  and  buildings 
demolished  by  the  French  government ,  the  revenues 
appropriated  for  the  erection  and  support  of  an  hospital  ^ 
denominated  the  Josephene,  but  never  completed  from 
the  repudiation  of  its  patroness ,  the  humane  5  and  excel- 
lent wife  of  Pfapoleon. 

Nro.  8.  The  Franciscaner.  The  church  and  buildings 
destroyed  in  the  bombardment  of  1795. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  convents  abolished. 
Nro.  i.     Altmunster.      The    church   and  buildings  now 
used   as   an   hospital   for  the   combined  troops  of  Austria 
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and  Prussia,  but  when  first  abolished  by  the  jiatriotic 
prince  Frederick  Charles ,  a  school  of  anatomy  was  esta-^ 
blished  in  it  with  part  of  its  fands ,  and  the  residue 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  University.  This  enlightened 
man  was  in  the  decline  of  life  troubled  with  a  leprous 
complaint ,  which  the  crafty  priests  made  the  bigoted 
people  believe  was  inflicted  upon  him  as  a  punishment  for 
his  sacrilegious  spoliation  of  their  property ,  the  holy 
^Bilhildis  having,  as  they  affirmed,  foretold  that  such 
affliction  would  assail  him. who  should  despoil  the  convent 
she  had  established  of  the  wealth  accumulated  by  the 
sisterhood,  by  this  suppression  many  million  florins  found 
their  way  into  the  public  treasury  and  were  given  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  institutions  for  general  education ,  the 
prince  observing  «he  was  willing  to  endure  the  eruption  on 
his  own  person,  if  thereby  he  could  cleanse  the  state  of  the 
infection  of  monkism. » 

Nro.  2.  'The  Agnesen,  The  church  pulled  down  to 
make  room  for  the  new  street   named  the  Ludwig  street. 

Nro.  5.  The  reichen  or  rich  Claren.  The  church  and 
bujildings ,  a  magazin  and  military  bake  -  office  for  the 
garrison. 

Nro.  4.  The  armen  or  poor  Claren,  now  the  Post- 
office.  ' 

Nro.  6.  The  weise  Frauen,  The  church  demolished ^ 
and  the  ground  converted  into  a  garden;  the  buildings 
used  as  Austrian  barracks. 

Nro.  6.  The  welsche  Nonnen,  The  church  converted 
into  barracks ;  the  buildings  were  on  its  suppression 
used  as  a  sugar  refinery,  now  the  Real -School. 

Nro.  7.  The  English  Fraulein  or  ladies ,  only  for 
the'  instruction  of  young  females  ^  is  in  part  still  in  exis- 
tence. 

Nro.  8.  fydsenauer  Cloister ,  where  recently  the 
fine  Prussian  barracks  have  been  built. 
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Although  unable  to  retract  one  word  in'  regard  to  my 
opinion  of  monastic  institations  generally,  I  yet  experienced 
so  exquisite  a  gratification,  in  attending  the  public  exa- 
mination of  the  young  females  ,  of  all  classes  ,  educated 
by  the  nuns  of  the  establishment,  denominated  English 
ladiesy  (in  compliment  to  a  fair  countrywoman,  the  founder 
of  the  monastery),  that  I  could  not  forbear  requesting  the 
return  of  my  manuscript  that  I  might  have  an  o2>port;ttnity, 
at  once ,  of  recording  my  high  admiration  of  the  system 
of  education  adopted,  the  indefatigable  attention  of. the 
chief  instructress 5  a  talented  young  lady,  since  eleven 
years  a  sister  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  beneficial  re* 
suits  of  her  admirable  instruction,  in  the  unlooked  for 
progress  of  the  children  committed  to  her  care ,  and  of 
their  clean,  healthy,  and  cheerful  appearance. 

Here  it  is  that  the  member  of  the  Catholic  community 
may  feel  proud  of  the  ministers  of  his  faith ,  here  it  is 
that  the  liberally  disposed  dissenter  from  that  creed ,  may 
feel  a  justification  for  the  indulgence  of  those  feelings^ 
and  here  it  is  that  the  bigoted  of  any  religious  belief  may 
receive  a  lesson  of  Christian  forbearance ,  charity  and  ^ 
love. 

Introduced  by  a  friend  to  the  much  respected  rector  of 
the  parish ,  an  individual  who  gives  his  time  and  attention 
to  such  good  works,  as  that  which  has  called  forth  these 
remarks ,  I  accompanied  him  to  the  school ,  where  sur* 
rounded  by  117  children,  forming  the  head  class  of  the 
seminary,  (there  are  400  altogether  in  the  institution)^ 
the  enlightened  Bishop  of  Mentz  was  presiding. 

In  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  general  and 
natural  history,  geography,  in  fact  in  every  branch  of 
useful  knowledge  the  progress  of  the  children  as  much 
astonished  me,  as  did  the  kind,  the  really  affectionate  con- 
duct of  the  Bishop  and  the  clergy  present,  towards  the 
pupils.     It  was  indeed  a  day  of  enjoyment ,  and  to  witness 
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the  anxiety  eyinced  by  the  children  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  examination ,  which  lasted  three  hoars  ,  to  present  to 
the  Bishop  and  the  company  the  different  heautiftil  or  use- 
ful works  executed  by  these  youngs  (firls?  for  his  and  their 
inspection,  was  truly  g^ratifyingp. 

If  such  admirable  results  had  proceeded  from  the  mo- 
nastic institutions  of  former  days,  all  Europe  would  not 
80  heartily  hare  rejoiced  in  their  suppression;  but  reg^ard- 
ing  the  community  at  larg^e  as  a  family ,  to  each  member 
of  which  his  allotted  share  of  labour  is  apportioned,  con- 
templating the  same  as  a  hive  of  indusU^y ,  I  ask,  whether 
it  argues  not  sound  policy  in  such  a  community  to  rid  the 
habitation  of  the  drones ,  cloying  on  the  honey  of  the  in- 
dustrious ?  This  question  I  must  leave  my  readers  to  deter- 
mine^ but  for  myself,  though  an  ardent  upholder  of  a 
limited  monarchy  like  that  established  by  our  glorious 
constitution ,  I  yet  prize  the  revolution  of  France  for  the 
blessing  it  has  conferred  upon  mankind  in  opening  the  -. 
eyes  of  all,  (except  the  willfully  blind)  to  that  worst  of 
all  craft ,  priestcraft. 

As  some  of  my  readers  may  not  be  acquainted  with 
the  origin  and  progress  of  monhism,  and  it  may  afford 
some  amusement  to  trace  its  rise  and  fall,  I  will  subjoin 
a  short  account  of  the  operations  of  the  system ,  and 
leave  them  to  judge  whether  or  not,  the  world  is  the 
gainer  by  its  suppression ;  for  my  part  I  regard  it  as  the 
Hydra  of  evil  in  whatever  state  it  rears  its  frightful  head^ 
let  those  who  think  otherwise  only  cast  an  eye  over  the 
fruitful  fields  of  Spain ,  rendered  barren  and  desolate , 
by  the  want  of  energy  in  the  people,  the  result  of  igno-^ 
ranee  and  superstition,  the  weapons  of  priestcraft  and 
fanaticism. 

It  seems  an  Egyptian  named  Antonius  was  the  original 
progenitor  of  monkery ,  and  from  this  man  proceeded,  a 
sect^   whose  followers  being  the   only  instructors  of  the 


346  TU£  TAIJIVUS. 

peopleof  those  dark  ages,  mankind  are  indebted  to  tliemfor 
the  first  seeds  of  learning ,  f?hieli  germinated  under  their 
direction,  and  spreading  through  the  civilized  world 
blossomed  into  maturity  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
human  race.  Would  that  this  were  the  only  view  of  the 
picture  they  have  presented  us  with ,  hut  no  $  so  far  only 
as  was  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  own 
ends ,  these  men  were  desirous  of  instructing  their  fellow 
creatures;  no  further;  this  position  being  too  clearly 
demonstrated  in » those  countries  where  unfortunately  they 
still  possess  power. 

Disappointed,  it  is  said,  in  some  long  cherished  worldly 
anticipations ,  this  man ,  being  of  a  gloomy  turn  of  mind  ^ 
uneducated,  but  strongly  imbued  with  religious  feelings 
resolved  to  retire  entirely  from  all  social  intercourse  with 
the  world.  Having  divided  his  whole  property  among  the 
poor 5  he  retired  into  the  wilderness,  his  determination 
being  to  renounce  every  enjoyment  of  life ,  and  in  absti- 
nence, prayer,  and  meditation  to  devote  his  days  entirely 
to  the  worship  of  God. 

The  life  of  this  man,  he  lived  to  the  age  of  105,  has 
been  eulogised  as  that  of  the  most  perfect  of  human 
beings ,  but  as  little  is  there  in  it  for  the  rational  Ghris-^ 
tian  to  admire  and  the  virtuous  to  imitate,  as  there  is 
to  believe  in  the  fabulous  accounts  given  of  the  wonders 
and  miracles  performed  at  the  grave  of  this  madman. 
However  many  individuals  followed  his  example,  and 
such  was  the  admiration  their  conduct  created  among  the 
benighted  people  of  those  days ,  that  a  man  had  only 
now  to  declare  himself  a  hermit,  and  select  a  spot  favour- 
able for  his  residence,  but  the  poor  deluded  people  flocked 
around  him  daily  with  presents  of  all  sorts  ,  and  his  life 
became,  one,  not  of  the  severest  abstinence.  At  length  so 
greatly  did  the  number  increase,  that  they  thought  it 
advisable  to  congregate  a  little  together,  and  thus  from  a 
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eave ,  cleft  m  a  rock ,  or  the  hollow  tree  of  the  forest, 
they  proceeded  to  the  hat ,  the  comfortable  cottage ,  and 
thence  to  a  collection  of  hats  or  cottages  together. 

Pachomius ,  a  disciple  of  Antonias »  was  the  first  to 
propose  a  certain  namber  of  these  men  living  together, 
calling  the  dwellings  according  to*  the  Latin  word,  Clo- 
astra,  cloister.  The  director  of  this  community  was  called, 
father ,  also  jihhas ,  therefore  Alihot.  When  Pachomius 
died  in  548  it  is  reported  he  left  hehind  him  several  thou- 
sand monks,  who  acknowledged  his  superintend ance.  Simi- 
lar institutions  soon  arose  for  females  in  this  country^ 
thus  both  proceeded  from  Egypt. 

The  dignitaries  of  the  church  and  ministers  of  religion 
recommended  this  way  of  life  to  the  piously  disposed^ 
and  the  support  of  the  monasteries  to  the  charitable  do- 
nations of  the  devout;  every  means  that  superstition, 
working  on  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  could  devise ,  every, 
art  that  priestcraft,  aided  by  fanaticism  could  imagine ^ 
were  employed  to  augment  the  wealth ,  and  increase  the 
power  of  these  ambitious  men. 

At  first  these  monks  were  not  regarded  as  ministers 
of  the  churchy  or  as  forming  part  of  its  establishment,  but 
as  they  by  degrees  forsook  the  hips  and  haws  9  and  the 
pure  streams  of  the  wilderness  for  the  luxurious  viands, 
and  the  feverish  draught  of  the  city,  they  were  admitted 
into  the  bosom  of  the  mother  church. 

St.  Athanasius  introduced  monkery  into  Rome  in  340. 
Martinius  bishop  of  Tours  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for 
its  introduction  into  Gaul.  Religious  strife,  persecution 
and  intoUerance  soon  followed,  the  monks  crowning  their 
useful  works  by  the  introduction  of  XXk^  Inquisition,  while 
in  the  nunneries  the  leaven  of  worldly  sin  and  corruption 
was  so  frequently  introduced  by  the  fair  sisterhood  to 
amalgamate  with  the  austerity  of  the  pious ,  that ,  ( such 
is  human  nature),  the  pious  seemed  more  easily  led  from 
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the  path  of  yirtae ,  than  the  vicioas  reclaioiril-  Mach  as 
the  generality  oC  the  different  orders  of  monks  sought  to 
smooth  their  retirement  by  the  enjoyment  of  the  good 
things  of  this  life ,  there  were  some  feiv  who  even  eudea- 
Yonred  to  exceed  in  the  privations  to  which  they  subjected 
themselves  the  rigid  abstinence  of  the  anchorites  of 
old 9  who  lived  in  the  clefts  of  rocks,  or  even  on  the 
tops  of  Mountains ,  or  forest  trees ;  but  he  who  exceeded 
all  in  zeal ,  the  greatest  fanatic  and  fool  of  all ,  was  the 
notorious  Simeon  of  Antioch ,  who  determined  to  pass 
the  residue  of  his  days  on  a  column ,  which  from  ten ,  he 
at  length  brought  to  40  feet  high,  and  in  this  exalted 
situation ,  with  only  a  miserable  covering ,  he ,  under  the 
canopy  of  heaven ,  passed  thirty  years  of  his  worthless 
life.  He  was  esteemed  a  wonder,  and  if  we  regard  the 
physical  strength  of  the  man,  we  must  admit  the  fact, 
only  regretting  that  his  powers  were  not  better  employed. 
What  an  excellent  bricklayer's  slab  the  fellow  would  have 
made.  Will  it  be  believed  that  this  fanatic  found  imita- 
tors, yet  such  was  the  case,  the  mania  spread,  and  in 
Syria  and  Palestine ,  column  saints ,  or  exalted  fools,  were 
found,  and  the  folly  only  ceased  in  the  twelfth  century. 

To  begin  with  the  description  of  a  town  is  a  task  of 
no  ordinary  kind,  to  proceed  with  its  a  fatiguing  under* 
taking,  but  to  finish  it  one  of  delight.  Of  its  kind- 
hearted  inhabitants ,  of  their  hostitality  and  social  good 
qualities  I  could  write  pages ,  and  still  find  I  had  not 
done  justice  to  them  or  my  own  feelings.  They  form  a 
part  of  nature's  handy  work ,  and  a  lovely  part  too ,  if  we 
contemplate  the  female  inhabitants  of  this  town,  for  on 
this  subject  I  could  expatiate  and  never  tire.  Thro'  every 
sense  the  beauties  of  nature  find  a  passage  to  the  heart. 
In  the  wild,  the  romantic,  the  bold  or  the  pastoral  scenes 
of  this  or  of  any  country  I  delight.  As  the  lovely  green 
of  spring ,   or  the  deepened  tint  of  Autman  far  iexeeed  the 
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feverish  pleasures  of  the  town »  so  tlie  description  of  the 
minutest  work  of  nature,  a  simple  flower  of  the  field,  is  to 
me  more  iuteresting  than  a  volume  written  on  the  palaces 
of  the  g^rcat.  If  therefore  I  tire  my  readers  in  the  perusal 
of  the  enumeration  of  the  streets ,  churches  ,  houses  etc. 
of  this  town,  always  a  dry  subject,  I  can  only  assure  them 
the  feelings  will  have  been  infectious ,  for  I  shall  have 
become  heartily  tired  in  the  writings,  before  they  in  perusal 
of  my  description. 

In  the  town  itself  are  not  many  attractions  for  a 
stranger ,  if  he  will  not  seek  in  the  society  of  the  inha* 
bitants  to  render  a  residence  in  it  agreeable.  But  it  does 
not  fail  in  amusements  to  the  friend  of  the  drama ,  the 
admirer  of  music  ,  or  the  lovers  of  the  dance.  It  possess- 
es an  excellent  assembly  room,  a  good  public  library, 
(open  to  all  on  application  to  the  chief  magistrate  for  a 
card  of  introduction) ,  excellent  reading  rooms ,  an  agree* 
able  harmonic  society ,  and  for  those  desirous  of  selecting 
a  residence,  where  the  education  of  their  children  can 
be  forwarded  to  the  greatest  advantage,  I  know  no  place 
superior  to  Mentz.  Its  institutions  for  the  instriiction  of 
youth,  male,  and  female,  are  beyond  all  praise,  but  as 
on  these  establishments  I  shall  have  much  to  say  in 
speaking  of  the  judicious  arrangements  for  the  educa- 
tion of  all  classes  by  the  government  of  the  country,  I 
will  proceed  to  an  account  of  the'  inanimate  objects  in 
Mentz. 

There  are  here  ten  Catholic ,  and  one  Protestant 
church  and  one  Synagogue.  There  are  114  streets,  about 
70  Courts  and  lanes  and  20  open  places.  I  cannot  say 
mucli  in  praise  of  the  uniformity,  or  beauty  of  this  very 
old  town,  and  strangers  (as  is  too  frequently  the  case) 
disappointed  in  not  finding  those  attractions  which  more 
modern  built  towns  offer  to  view ,  too  generally ,  hasten 
from  it  without  any  regard  to  its  surrounding  attractions  ^ 


350  THE  TAUNUS. 

or  the  ag^eeablo  circamstanGes  that  render  this  town  ib 
pleasant  as  a  residence  for.  a  time. 

Of  the  open  places,  not  one  of  them  is  equal  to  a  hand- 
some London  square ,  two  or  three  are  deserTing  notice. 
The  parade  (p*ound  opposite  to  the  former  palace  of  the 
Electors ,  now  the  customhouse  of  M entz ,  is  certainly 
a  fine  noble  place ,  surrounded  by  a  walk  of  a  double 
row  of  limetrees ,  and  when  filled  with  military  on  the 
birth  day  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  or  that  of  the  King, 
of  Prussia ,  is  im  imposing  sight !  This  place  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  finest  street  in  the  town  the  Grosse  Bleiche. 
At  the  top  of  this  street  is  'the  Thiermarkt  street  —  on 
the  Thiermarkt,  itself  a  large  triangular  open  space,  is 
the  residence  of  the  Governor.  The  Ludwig  street,  a 
new  street  leading  from  this  spot  to  the  market  is  a  very 
fine  well  built  street.  The  market  is  certainly  a  fine 
open  place,  and -on  the  market  days,  Tuesdays  and  Fri- 
days ,  has  a  most  imposing  appearance ;  better  supplied 
no  town  can  possibly  be ,  either  for  the  necessaries  ,  or 
luxuries  of  life ,  every  thing  is  in  abundance ,  and  eyery 
thing  remarkably  cheap. 

The  regulations  in  this  town  are  most  excellent,  the 
police  fixing  the  price  of  provisions  generally,  and  as  I 
propose ,  in  making  my  work  useful  to  those  who  may 
wish  to  visit  this  country,  and  therefore  desire  information 
as  to  prices  etc.  I  shall  state  for  their  guidance ,  that 
since  I  have  resided  here,  meat  has  varied  b,ut  little  in 
price.  Beef  about  5d,  p.  pound.  Mutton  3  ^j,.  Veal  and 
Pork  5,  Venison  from  3  to  8d,  a  goose  '/g,  Turkey  */, 
Hare  ^/g,  poultry  in  general  in  proportion.  Butter  from 
8  to  7d,  p.  pound.  Eggs  25  for  7d.  Vegetables  remarkably 
fine  and  equally  cheap ,  Fruit  in  abundance  and  un- 
usually reasonable.  Breads  a  loaf  of  4  pound ,  3  pence. 
Wine  from  two  pence  p.  quart  to  any  price,  but  a  yery 
pleasant  table  wine  for  about  six  p^nce  p.  quart.     It  is  to 
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he  ohserved  the  pound  here  is  heavier  by  an  oz  and  half 
than  ours,  the  quart  measure  likeivise  considerably  larg^er, 
and  I  )»elieve  you  may  fairly  calculate  that  for  all  the 
articles  of  living  and  housekeeping ,  the  expences  here 
are  full  two  thirds  less  than  in  England. 

Lodgings  have  been  high ,  owing  to  the  number 
of  military  forming  the  garrison  9  but  as  that  has  been 
reduced  this  winter  nearly  7000  men,  it  is  anticipated  they 
ivill  be  much  reduced.  For  apavtments  in  a  particularly 
desirable  situation,  for  a  first  floor  consisting  of  drawing 
and  dining  rooms,  4  bed  chambers,  kitchen^  servant's 
chamber ,  2  attics  and  cellar  400  to  SOO  guldens  is  paid^ 
and  so  in  proportion. 

The  Bishop's  place ,  the  Ball  place ,  the  Flax  market, 
the  Carmelite  place  etc.  9  are  open  spots  in  the  town, 
but  not  deserving  the  least  notice ;  but  the  fine  open  space 
on  which  the  Theatre  stands,  and  opposite  to  which  the 
new  town  house  ,  public  library  and  museum  are  to  be 
erected ,  and  facing  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the  mo- 
nument to  the  memory  of  the  immortal  Gutenberg  ^  will  be 
the  most  ornamental  object  not  only  in  this  town,  but 
the  most  gratifying  memento  possessed  by  any  place  in 
Europe.  I  cannot  forbear,  here  mentioning,  how  ashamed 
I  felt  that  nothing  had  been  done  by  England,  while 
France,  and  other  countries  were  contributing  to  the  erection 
of  this  magnificent  monument ,  which  this  next  autumn  is 
to  be  erected ,  I  wrote ,  and  sent  the  accompanying  letter 
to  a  friend  last  year,  with  a  request  to  get  it  inserted  in 
one  of  our  independent  journals  ;  but  the  length  of  the 
epistle^  and  it  arriving  just  when  the  columns  of  the  papers 
were  completely  filled  with  the  parliamentary  debates  > 
the  letter  was  never  inserted^  Should  a  perusal  of  the 
document  induce  any  patriotic  countryman  to  take  up  the 
matter ,  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  earning  for  him- 
self   merited   commendation    as  a  true  patriot  ^/^^  and   the 
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pleasing  reflection  of  having  aided  in  conferring  kononr 
npon  one ,  to  whom  more  than  to  any  man  that  ever  lived, 
the  whole  human  race  are  hound  hy  the  deepest  obligations ; 
but  as  my  own  opinions  are  I  am  sure  in  consonance  with, 
and  only  the^  echo  of  the  wishes  of  many  of  my  countrymen, 
I  do  hope  and  trust  they  xwill  give  a  proof  of  such  feelings, 
by  aiding  me  in  my  efforts,  and  convincing  the  good  people 
of  JIf  entz,  that  we  are  not  unworthy  of  that  blessing,  which 
we  owe  to  Gutenberg  and  our  own  perseverence ,  (a  free 
and  unshackled  press) ,  and  which  there  is  yet  time  to 
accomplish.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  leiter. 

To  the  editor  of  the .     •     -. 

Penna  prelique  liherias. 
Mr.  Editor. 

«  On  a  subject  to  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  draw 
your  attention,  to  call  forth  your  active  cooperation,  I 
beg  respectfully  to  address  you ,  for  too  well  I  know 
the  independent  spirit  of  your  liberal  and  enlightened 
journal  to  doubt  in  your  aid  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 
and  the  spread  of  knowledge. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mentz  are  about  to  erect  a  monn- 
ment  in  the  market  -  place  of^  their  ancient  town  to  the 
memory  of  the  immortal  Gutenberg ,  the  inventor  of  the 
art  of  printing. 

To  the  list  of-  subscribers  to  this  magnificent  work  of 
art)  the  production  of  the  celebrated  Thorwaldsen ,  and 
amounting  at  present  to  the  sum  of  13,000  guldens , 
France  has  contributed  800  guldens  and  a  further  sum  is 
anticipated  from  the  liberals  of  that  enlightened  nation. 

From  a  society  of  Germans  in  London  SO  fl.  have 
been  received ,  while  from  the  English  people  not  a  single 
shilling  has  been  sent,  although  nearly  500  gulden's  ex* 
pences  were  incurred  about  three  years  back  in  circulars 
etc.  in  England;  in  the  hope  of  a  far  different  result* 
There  are.  still  7,000  or  8^000  guldens  necessary  for  the 
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completion  of  this  tribute  of  gratitude  and  admiration  for 
80  matchless  a  blessing,  and  t^bich  ^  tbc  nations  of  Eu- 
rope are  about  to  erect  to  evince  the  extent  of  those  feelings. 

A  pedestal  of  granite  will  support  the  lofty  brjonze 
statue  of  him ,  to  whom ,  more  than  to  any  other  indiri^ 
dual  who  ever  contributed  to  the  sum  of  human  happiness^ 
they  think  themselves  indebted ,  and  the  question  is  uni- 
versally asked ,  —  not  in  what  estimation  the  mild  9  pa- 
ternal Autocrat  of  the  North ,  the  sublime  Sultan  of  the 
East ,  the  tolerant  Carlos ,  (the  would*be  ruler  of  Spain), 
or  the  enlightened  Miguel,  (the  outlaw  of  Portugal),  may 
hold  this  universal  panacea  —  no ,  the  question  is  what 
has  England,  the  great,  the  glorious  and  the  free,  con- 
tributed to  this  memento  of  a  people's  gratitude? 

What  had  been  the  benighted  state  of  man?  What 
the  degraded  state  of  his  intellectual  faculties,  but  for 
this  God-like  invention  ?  An  invention  before  whose  mighty 
sway  the  sceptred  tyrant  quails ,  at  whose  approach  the 
clouds  of  superstition  disappear,  and  at  who9e  magic 
touch  the  fetters  of  ignorance  dissolve,  and  mental  culture 
ennobles  man  ;  for  through  its  glorious  agency  the  bright 
page  of  revealed  religion  has  spread  its  benign  influence 
o'er  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth,  and  blessed  mankind 
with  light. 

The  genius  of  a  Lock  or  a  Newton  had  with  the 
mortal  mingled  with  the  parent  earth,  had  not  the  dis- 
covery of  a  Gutenberg  bless'd,  and  enlightened  us  with 
the  abundant  harvest  of  their  labours.  The  divine  out- 
pourings of  our  immortal  Shakspeare  had  not  been  known 
to  an  admiring  world ,  nor  the  imperishable  works  of 
Milton  handed  down  to  us ,  but  through  the  invention  of 
a  Gutenberg. 

All  that  is  good ,  all  that  is  great  in  man ,  we  owe 
to  that  discovery.  To  what  are  we  indebted  for  those 
institutions    which    have    rendered   us    preeminently   great 
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above  almost  any  otber  people  for  tlie  spread  of  religion 
and  universal  knowledge,  and  made  ns  the  envy  of  sur- 
rounding nations?  To  what  may  we  ascribe  that  freedom 
which  is  the  boast  of  every  Briton ,  that  palladium  of  a 
•nation's  greatness,  a  free  and  glorious  press?  but  to  that 
art,  that  gave  it  birth. 

This    is    not   a    question   as    to  where,    or  with  whom 
originated  this  matchless  art,  which  has  spread  its  benign 
influence    o'er   the    whole    world    and   bless'd   the   human 
race !  that  art  which  has  proved  the  solace  of  the  afflicted, 
the  shield  of  the  innocent,  and  the  scourge  of  the  tyrant; 
that    engine   which    is    mightier   than    the  sword  to  smite 
oppression ,    and    which    as    a    guardian  angel  extends  its 
wings  o'er  suffering  man.     That  art  which  in  severing  the 
chain    of  slavery ,    has    rivetted    the    bond    of  love  'twixt 
man    and    man ,    without   regard   to  clime  or  colour ,    and 
bid   the    slave   be    free;    that   balm  which    has  healed  the 
wounds    inflicted  by  religious  persecution ,    and  crumbled 
into  dust  each    « pain  and  penalty  »  inflicted   for  religions 
faith ,    and   which    ere   long   will  crush  the  Hydra  of  op- 
pression ,  and  bid  the  emancipated  Jew  rejoice.     No ,  the 
question   to   be    asked  is  this  ,    «  has  or  has  not  England 
above    every    other    nation    on    earth    derived  the  greatest 
benefit   from    the    discovery   of  the    art    of  printing ,    and 
will   she   allow  herself,    (inferior  in  the  rank  of  intellect 
to  none,    superior    to   all    in  her   free    and  glorious  insti- 
tutions) ,  to  be  the  very  lowest  in  the  list  of  contributors^ 
and  for  her  unrivalled  blessings  be  the  most  ungrateful?* 

A  Brougham,  an  O'Gonnei,  or  a  Bulwer  should  be 
the  champion  of  so  good  a  cause  ,  and  gifted  .as  they  are 
to  fight  the  battle  'gainst  oppression ,  should  proudly  ad- 
vocate the  weapon  wherewith  the  monster's  fought.  Here 
is  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  those  talents  they  owe  to 
Gutenberg. 
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Tfae  highest  dignitaries  of  our  church  have  here  a  sub- 
ject for  their  active  exertions ,  may  here  expatiate  on  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  the  Christian  world  by  Gutenberg. 
Here  too  an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  our  Universities 
to  evince  their  love  of  science ;  for  with  shame  let  it  not 
be  said  that  Oxford,  Cambridge,  London,  Edinburgh 
those  seats  of  learning  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  such  a  call , 
and  refused  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  him ,  to  whom 
they  owe  their  preeminence  in  learning. 

Here  may  the  noble  of  the  land  exercise  a  patronage 
whose  object  could  not  be  questioned  ,  and  evince  their 
liberality  in  a  cause  that  could  not  excite  suspicion  of  itf 
motive. 

The  noble,  the  divine,  the  man  of  letters,  the  mer- 
chant, the  mechanic,  the  lover  of  his  country  and  his  race, 
have  here  each  an  opportunity  of  evincing  their  gratitude 
for  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  shed  the  rays  of  liberty 
and  knowledge  o'er  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  for  the 
happiness. of  the  whole  human  race. 

No  other  incentive  can  be  necessary  to  rouse  the  members 
of  the  Press  on  this  occasion,  than  a  conviction  that  their 
powerful  efforts  can  be  effectually  applied  in  aid  of  that 
cause,  in  furtherance  of  which  I  have  presumed  to  address 
you^  for  truly  degraded  must  we  be,  who  boast  ourselves 
the  most  generous,  as  we  are  the  freest  people  in  Eu- 
rope, should  w,e  on  sucb/^i^  occasion,  prove  ourselves 
the  least  mindful  of  the  source  from  whence  that  freedom 
flows. 

It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  the  smallest  indi- 
vidual subscription ,  if  generally  made ,  would  suffice  to 
place  England  in  that  position  which  she  ought  to  occupy, 
and  not  to  cause  an  Englishman ,  resident  in  the  birth- 
place of  Gutenberg,  to  blush  for  the  parsimony  of  his 
countrymen ,  and  trusting  they  may  be  urged  to  it  by  some 
pen  more  competent  to  the  undertaking,  I  am  etc.  » 
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P.  S.  Shoald  a  favourable  resalt  attend  this  applica* 
tion,  tbe  « Editor  is  respectfully  requested  to  communicate 
such  to  the  Committee  of  Gutenberg* s  monument  inMentz.» 
I  consider  the  Look -trade  peculiarly  interested  in  this 
matter,  and  venture  to  .recommend  its  support  to  their 
particular  attention.  Surely  no  great  difficulty  could  exist 
in  obtaining  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds  ,  as  a  contri- 
bution from  England,  for  this  memento  of  a  ^ hole' people's 
'*'  gratitude. 

To  return 9    after  this  long   digression  to  the  town,    it 
is    to    be    much    deplored,    that,    facing    the    magnificent 
Rhine,    and   with    a    view    beyond    it   over   the    range  of 
Taunus  mountains,  there  should  not  be  a  fine  street  pi^e- 
senting  to  the  view  of  the  beholder  off  the  stream  too,  so 
imposing  a  sight    as  this  might  be.     'Tis  true^   there   are 
a    few    good    houses  ,     particularly   the  Hotel  of  Holland , 
the  Rhine  Hotel  etc. ,  but  the  miserable  coal ,  wood  ,  and 
stone   sheds   intervening  between  them  and  the  river  take 
from  their  appearance.     Here  ought  to  be  one  of  the  most 
magnificent    streets    in   Europe  pt  from    its    advantageous 
situation. 

There  are  few  buildings  particularly  deserving  of  notice, 
in  the  town ,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  Cathedral  church. 
This  edifice  is  built  of  the  red  stone  of  the  country^ 
which  imparts  a  heavy  dull  appearance  to  the  building, 
though  in  its  architectural  foVm  it  is  considered  by  many 
classically  beautiful ,  as  such  it  does  not  strike  me ,  owing 
perhaps  to  my  ignorance  of  such  matters.  The  length  of 
the  building  is  550  feet,  the  width  r40  feet. 

This  fine  structure  was  commenced  in  078  by  Arch- 
bishop  Willygis  ^  and  completed  thirty  one  years  after  in 
iOOO.  Six  times  has  this  place  of  religious  worship  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  Phoenix -like  risen  from  the  ashes. 
On  the  day  on  which  divine  service  was  first  performed 
in   the   church  a   fire    by    some  unfortunate  accident  took 
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place  9  and  the  work  of  so  many  years  was  in  a  few  hours 
reduced  to  ruins.  In  the  year  1081  for  the  second  time 
this  huildingf  became  a  prey  to  the  flames ,  and  in  1157 
for  a  third  time  this  noble  edifice  was  reduced  to  ashes. 
A  spell  seemed  to  hang  over  this  place  of  worship ,  this 
temple  consecrated  to  the  service  of  God.,  for  in  1190 
for  the  fourth  time  the  migfhty  building  fell  a  prey  to  the 
devouring  element ,  on  which  occasion  more  than  half  the 
town  suffered  a  like  lamentable  fate.  Considerably  en- 
larged this  noble  edifice  again  reared  its.  head,  contribu- 
tions of  the  charitable  and  the  pious  having  given  the 
means  for  rebuilding  it.  In  1200  it  was  again  consecrated 
by  a  Bishop  Siegfried  for  the  service  of  God,  and  for 
several  hundred  years  escaped  the  fate  which  seemed  so 
peculiarly  attached  to  it. 

In  1767  again  it  succumbed  to  that  fell  destroyer  Fire» 
Lightning  struck  the  chief  tower  of  the  building,  and 
destroyed  the  edifice ,  and  several  houses  near  to  it. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Neumann  of  Wnrzburg  was  the 
architect  who  executed  the  chief  tower  of  the  building, 
which  at  present  graces  the  building.  In  1795  for  the 
sixth  time  the  flames  raged  in  this  devoted  building.  This 
was  the  result  of  the  Prussian  bombardment  of  the  town. 
On  this  occasion  the  roof  of  the  building  was  destroyed  y 
and  the  walls  in  part  fell  in ,  but  the  beautiful  tower 
remained ,  and  which  has  been  restored  to  its  former 
utate  of  perfection ,  having ,  though  injured ,  not  suffered 
so  much  as  to  require  its  being  taken  down.  Owing  to 
the  extent  of  the  j)resent  outworks  of  this ,  now  impreg- 
nable fortress  ^  a  like  misfortune  can  never  again ,  it  is 
hoped,  happen  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mentz. 

The  building ,  with  a  temporary  roof  now  served  for 
years  as  a  forage  magazine  for  the  military  occupants  of 
the  town,  and  not  untill  1805  could  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  excellent  Bishop  Colmar,  one  of  Mentz'  most  pious 
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and  exemplary  pastors ,  effect  its  restoration ;  but  on  the 
IS  Angnst  1804  this  truly  good  man,  this  exemplary 
Christiaii,  solemnly  again  consecrated  the  building  to  the 
service  of  God. 

Tho'  with  delight  I  trace  the  history  and  recount  the 
actions  of  a  good  prelate,  he  he  of  any  creed,  or  any  nation, 
yet  generally  speaking  I  have  read  of  so  few  of  the  militant 
Bi8lu)ps  of  Mentz,  whose  actions  entitled  them  to  love  and 
admiration  while  living,  that  I  must  beg  to  be  excused 
going  through  the  long  catalogue  of  mitred  gentry  whose 
monuments  grace  the  walls  of  this  fine  old  building ,  and 
leave  to  the  attendant  who  accompanies  the  stranger  through 
the  cathedral  the  pleasing  task  of  recounting  all  the  vir- 
tues of  the  warlike  archbishops  of  Mentz. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter  on  the  parade  place  was  one 
of  the  first  erected  here ,  being  mentioned  so  early 
as  the  year  775.  The  ceiling,  painted  by  Appiani,  re- 
presents scenes  from  the  life  of  Peter  and  is  of  great 
beauty  in  the  colouring.  There  are  few  monuments  in 
this  church,  that  of  Count  Wolkensteiu  who  nobly  fell 
in  the  siege  of  l7dS  is  deserving  of  notice. 

St.  Ignazius  is  a  handsome  building,  erected  in  1770 
and  elegantly  ornamented ,  indeed  too  much  so ,  according 
to  the  ideas,  of  a  reformer,   for  >a  place  of  religious  worship. 

The  church  of  St.  Augustinus  is  also  deserving  the 
attention  of  the  stranger.  The  ceiling  is  very  skillfully 
painted ,  and  gives  a  highly  coloured  representation  of 
the  virtues  of  the  saint.  An  altar ,  in  commemoration  of 
the  signal  victory  gained  by  General  Glairfait,  mentioned 
in  the  historical  notices  of  Mentz  in  i;he  year  1 795 ,  also 
graces  this  church ;    here  is  also  a  very  fine  toned  organ. 

From  the  tower  of  St.  Stephen^s  church  is  certainly 
the  finest  view  to  be  had  of  the  town  and  surrounding 
country ,  but  this  and  the  other  churches  of  the  place 
offer  nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice. 


GUTENBERG.  359 

The  once  noble  palace  of  tbe  Electors  has  in  gpreat 
part  been  taken  down,  what  now  remains  is  converted 
into  a  custom-house  9  and  ware-hoases« 

The  ducal  palace  built  by  the  Elector  Francis  Lothar 
in  1750^  was  during  the  possession  of  the  town  by  the 
French ,  the  imperial  palace ,  and  as  a  residence  much 
esteemed  by  Napoleon ,  the  saloon  is  deserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  curious  in  ornamental  painting.  During 
the  dominion  of  the  Electors^  Mcntz  was  the  residence 
of  many  of  the  nobility ,  and  consequently  possessed  many 
fine  buildings ;  these  have  now  been  ehiefly  converted 
into  barracks  and  have  consequently  lost  much  of  their 
original  splendour. 

In  the  building  of  the  Casino  the  immortal  Gutenberg 
is  said  to  have  been  born,  and  in  the  court  of  the  same 
a  monument  is  erected  to  his  memory.  This  building  has. 
acquired  through  this  circumstauce  a  renown  beyond  that 
which  the  palaces  of  royalty  can  boast ,  and  as  durable  as 
the  benefits  which  his  divine  art  has  conferred  upon  the 
human  race.  A  highly  respected  merchant  of  the  town 
claims  for  his  house  ,  the  high  honour  of  having  cradled 
this  benefactor  of  his  species,  and  announces  such  on  a 
tablet  of  .marble  in  the  entrance  of  his  dwelling.  The 
narrator  does  honour  to  himself  in  evincing  his  respect 
to  the  memory  of  this  great  and  good  man. 
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Heutz,  its  population,  amusements,  music  etc.  Freemasonry.  PubU^ 
library ,  paintings ,  antiquities ,'  and  remarkable  clock.  Monument 
erected  to  Drusus.  Learned  and  scientific  institutions.  Education. 
Scbools.  Public  instruction  in  general.  Selection  of  teacbers. 
Punisbment.  Tbc  good  resulting  from  tbe  confession.  Criminal 
laws.  In  a  multiplicity  of  council  tbere  is  safety.  I>aws  directed 
to  tbe  prcTcntion  of  crime.  Police-court.  Medical  profession. 
Austrians  and  Prussians.  A  little  of  tbe  patbetie.  Reform  and 
loyalty.  Public  gardens.  Pleasant  walks.  A  good  pastor ,  and  a 
fateful  man.  Roman  cemetery  at  Zablbacb.  Roman  aqueduct. 
Grave  reflections ,  and  strong  proofs  of  affection  towards  tbe 

dead.     Hocbbeim.     Tbe  inns  etc. 

Jl  eriiaps  there  are  few  places  on  the  Rhine  where  an 
Englishman  can  feel  himself  so  much  at  home  as  in  Mentz. 
In  the  first  place  the  laws  thronghout  the  Palatinate  assi« 
milate  more  with  the  British  code^  than  in  any  part  of 
Germany.  The  government  is  mild ,  humane ,  iind  con- 
siderate; here  too  protected  from  arbritiary  power,  each 
stranger ,  (not  infringing  the  laws  of  the  land) ,  enjoys  as 
great  a  measure  of  right  as  the  natire  of  the  country; 
in  fact  I  have  my  douhts  whether  the  criminal  laws  of 
this  country  are  not  even  superior  to  our  own ;  but  of 
this  my  countrymen  shall  form  their  own  opinion ,  in- 
tending from  the  kind  assistance  of  my  friend  Dr.  B  — 
a  barrister  of  eminence ,  to  give  a  short  account  of  the 
criminal  proceedings  in  this  town ,  and  which  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  on  the  trial  of  a  wretched  wor 
man,  who  had  poisoned  her  father,  mother,  husband, 
uncle ,  three  of  her  own  children  and  a  stranger ,  and 
for  which  offences  I  saw  her  pass  to  the  place  of  execution. 
There  is  too  in  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this   town   a    sprinkling   of  the   vivacity    of   the  French, 
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with  the  reflection  and  sincerity  of  the  English ;  in  society 
they  are  particularly  cheerful  ^  to  ivhich  their  delightful 
climate ,  enliyening  grape  ,  love  of  music  and  dancing  add 
not  a  liitle.  Toward  strangers  they  are  remarkably  polite^ 
attentive ,  hospitable ,  and  kind ,  and  nothing  is  easier 
than  to  obtain  admission  into  society,  and  participate  in 
its  enjoyments  if  disposed  for  social  intercourse. 

The  theatre  here,  if  not  equal  to  that  of  Frankfort, 
in  its  performers  generally^  possesses  a  middling  com- 
pany ,  and  at  the  present  moment  is  far  better  filled  in 
its  operatic  department  than  the  latter. 

Concerts  are  frequent  during  the  winter  months  some- 
times too  of  a  superior  order.  The  admissions  to  the 
Theatre  are  for  the  dress  boxes  1/9,  second  tier  1/5,  Pit 
I/.  Gallery  4d  and  for  those  who  subscribe  p.  quarter,; 
these  prices  are  about  one  third  less.  There  are  also 
concerts  given  by  the  Prussian  officers  in  their  Casino, 
to  which  it  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  obtain  admission 
through  an  introduction  to  an  officer. 

In  the  beautiful  public  gardens  close  by  the  town 
during  the  summer  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  bands  play 
alternately  every  Friday,  during  four  hours  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  gardens  are  crowded  by  the  fair  of  Mentz, 
and  by  numbers  of  strangers  from  Wiesbaden  and  the 
baths  of  Nassau. 

The  subscription  balls  in  the  elegant  assembly  room 
of  the  Casino ,  are  attended  by  all  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood ,  and  perhaps  a  finer  dis- 
play of  well  dressed  beautiful  women  can  hardly  be  found 
in  any  town  of  its  size  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

In  the  reading  rooms  of  this  same  Casino,  independent  of 
all  the  German  papers ,  periodicals ,  and  magazines ,  the 
French  papers  are  taken,  and  the  Morning  chronicle  filed. 

There  is  also  here  a  harmonic,  vocal  society,  in  which 
glees,  choruses  etc.  are  practiced,  and  to  which  for  the  rea- 
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tion  only,  and  boarding  them  at  home,  to  placing  them  in 
the  private  boarding-schools,  however  excellent. 

The  charge  for  instruction  in  the  high  school ,  ivhich 
contains  eight  classes  ,  is  circa  18  gulden  or  one  pound 
ten  stillings  p.  annum ,  that  of  the  Real  school  as  before 
observed  is  12  guldens,  or  one  pound;  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked though,  that  in  case  of  inability  from  needy  circum- 
stances to  pay  this  trifling  sum,  the  parents  of  the  pupils 
are  exonerated  from  all  payment  for  instruction ,  and 
receive  all  the  necessary  books  for  their  study  gratui- 
tously. 

The  orphan -school  too  is  deserving  of  the  highest 
commendation,  but  (I  fancy  from  the  situation  of  the 
building,  being  in  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  town,) 
the  children  were  on  the  day  of  examination,  not  looking 
healthy  and  well. 

Under  the  care  of  Miss  Groeser ,  a  highly  respecftable 
lady ,  keeping  one  of  the  first  establishments  for  female 
education  and  where  I  have  placed  my  daughters  for  inf^*^ 
struction,  I  hardly  dare  trust  myself  to  write  either  of  tlirfr 
institution,  or  of  the  individual  conducting  it,  fearing  in  ^ 
the  strain  of  high  eulogium  I  feel  myself,  in  gratitude  bound 
to  speak  of  it,  for  the  unceasing  attention  paid  to  the  edu- 
cation ,  and  the  comfort  of  my  children ,  I  may  be  thought 
much  too  partial ;  but  if  instruction  from  all  the  first  mastera 
in  the  town  in  every  branch  of  learning,  generally  pursued 
in  the  education  of  the  female  sex ,  with  excellent  resident 
teachers ,  united  with  strict  attention  to  the  religious  and 
moral  duties  of  the  pupils,  and  unwearied  attention  to 
their  comforts  entitles  an  institution  of  this  nature  to 
commendation ,  then  indeed  does  this  establishment,  merit 
praise  ,  and  the  conductress  of  it  respect  and  esteem. 

There  are  other  very  good  institutions  for  the  education 
of  females  in  this  town ;  that  of  the  Misses  Diehl  is  parti- 
cularly deserving  of  attention,  and  is  excellently  conducted, 
that  of  Mad.  de  Hignon  merits  considerable  commendation. 


EDUCATION.  369 

while  that  conducted  by  Miss  Piccard,  a  young  lady  of 
the  Hebrew  persuasion  ^  is  inferior  to  none  in  the  talent 
she  displays  in  instructing  her  young  pupils. 

With  a  few  observations  on  the  excellent  arrangements 
of  this  government  for  the  general  education  of  its  subjects, 
and  so  fully  carried  into  effect  through  the  activcT  coope- 
ration 9  and  strenuous  exertioos  of  Mr.  Ilcsse ,  I  will  con- 
clude this  long  digression ;  but  as  a  part  of  my  plan  is  to 
give  authentic  information  on  the  character ,  manners  and 
habits  of  the  people ,  and  as  education  operates  on  the 
intellectual  advancement  and  morals  of  a  nation  like  the 
agency  of  steam,  on  the  greatest  works  of  mechanism,  my 
readers  must  excuse  th^  dryness  of  the  subject;  it  being 
my  object  to  prove ,  that  with  the  advancement  of  mental 
culture ,  a  proportionate  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  character  of  the  people. 

The  first  care  of  the  government  of  the  country  is  to 
select  fit  and  proper  persons  as  teachers  throughout  the 
whole  Dukedom ,  both  in  a  moral  and  intellectual  point 
of  view.  To  accomplish  this  object  no  teacher  is  appointed 
who  has  not  received  an  excellent  grammatical  educa- 
tion ^   and  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  peasants  are  obliged  to  send  their  children  for 
instruction  to  the  appointed  master ,  who  teaches  them 
reading ,  writing  and  arithmetic  as  far  as  the  rfile  of 
three,  with  the  principles  of  the  Christian  faith,  both' 
Catholic  and  Protestant.  In  a  higher  class  the  boys  are 
instructed  in  the  more  advanced  branches  of  arithmetic , 
in  geography  as  far  at  least  as  regards  a  knowledge  of 
the  situation  of  the  different  countries  of  the  world, 
Germany  in  particular,  and  of  Palestine  to  aid  in  the  correct 
application  of  the  sacred  history  and  comprehending  the 
new  Testament,  and  in  all  schools,  singing  is  taught,  the 
schoolmaster  being  required  to  play  the  organ  ,  at  least 
sufficiently  well  to  perform  the  duty  of  organist. 

24 
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The  ezamittation  for  teachers  is  exlremely  strict  ^  « 
commission  of  well  edacated  diTines  and  teachers ,  being 
appointed  to  examine  each  candidate.  Those  declared  not 
competent  to  the  office  are  rejected,  hnt  at  each  annnal 
examination  the  same  candidate  is  reexamined  (if  he  desi- 
res it)  for  the  three  following  years,  the  means  being 
afforded  him  of  pursuing  his  studies :  this  is  most  liberaL 
It  often  happens  9  ( so  careful  is  the  government ) ,  that 
teachers  are  provisionally  appointed  ^r  two  years  ,  before 
they  receive  their  permanent  appointment.  This  is  oftea 
the  case  in  regard  to  young  teachers,  whose  moral  conduct 
is  thus  put  on  trial  for  a  period. 

Where  it  can  be  effected ,  the  goyernment  seek  to 
appoint  teachers  who  are  family-men ,  particularly  where 
one  or  more  children  of  the  instructor  are  educating,  bj 
him  for  the  same  calling,  thus  providing  a  present  assis- 
tant and  future  successor  for  the  father  when  no  longer 
capable   of  filling  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Through  quarterly  visitations  of  person's  appointed  by 
the  government,!  by  the  Burgomaster,  parish  priest,  or 
minister,  the  progress  of  the  pupils  is  ascertained^  and 
the  conduct  of  the  teacher  known ,  and  thus  every  abuse 
detected  and  remedied. 

Thus  too  the  appointment  of  excellent  teachers  is  always 
insured ,  the  rising  generation  made  even  the  means  of 
improvement  to  their  parents,  and  the  elder  branches  of 
a  community,  (reversing  the  order  of  things),  rendered 
more  useful  and  intellectual  members  of  society  through 
their  children. 

The  happy  results  of  education  have  at  length  in  this 
country  been  universally  felt  and  acknowledged ,  and  many 
a  teacher  has  sunk  into  his  quiet  grave,  sincerely  mourned 
by  his  neighbours,  and  his  memory  respected  by  those 
whose  minds  he  had  cultivated ,  and  whose  hearts  and 
principles  he  had  improved. 
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Formerly  by  perquisites  which  created  an  anpleasant 
feeling  hetween  the  parishioners ,  or  hy  a  yearly  payment 
on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  one  gulden  and  thirty  kreut* 
zers  for  each  child ,  sometimes  from  church  reyenues^ 
(when  they  exceeded  the  sum  necessary  for  the  Church 
establishment),  the  master  was  paid.  This  miserable 
pittance  robbing  the  teacher  of  his  independence,  or  placing^ 
him  entirely  under  the  authority  of  the  priest  or  miuister, 
was  highly  distressing  to  the  master  ^  if  a  man  of  any 
feeling,  and  was  injurious  to  his  pupils.  Now,  though  the 
community  of  a  village  generally  build  the  school -house 
for  the  master ,  and  pay  the  salary  fixed  by  the  govern* 
ment,  yet  so  kindly  disposed  are  the  people  generally; 
towards  the  teacher  from  the  manifest  advantages  their 
children  derive  from  his  exertions,  that  the  situation  ot 
master  has  been  renderied  far  more  comfortable  from  the 
voluntary  increase  of  remuneration  now  given  him  on  the 
part  of  the  people. 

In  1819  a  pension  fund  was  established  by  the  govern-^ 
ment  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  children  of  teachers. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  reflects  (as  I  before  had  occa-^ 
sion  to  obvserve,  when  speaking  of  such  fund  for  the 
widows  of  officers  of  the  Nassau  government) ,  the  highest 
credit  on  the  administration  of  the  Duke. 

For  many  years  the  schools  were  miserably  conducted, 
in  consequence  of  the  wretched  remuneration  received  by 
the  teacher,  but  at  length  feeling  the  neceissity  for  aug- 
menting his  remuneration,  many  parishes  agreed  to  make 
a  general  rate  on  all ,  for  the  payment  of  the  master , 
and  to  its  honour  Molshcim  in  the  district  Pfeddersheim 
was  the  first  to  set  so  good  an  example.  They  had  till 
1821  in  that  place  three  schools,  and  consequently  three 
teachers.  One  a  school  for  the  children  of  the  Reformed 
religion  of  «>0  children  with  a  teacher  at  120  guldens.  A 
Catholic  school  of  30  children  with  a  payment  of  70  guldens, 

24* 
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and  a  Lntheran  school  of  20  boys  with  likewise  70  guldens. 
In  this  year,  1821  ,  the  parish  authorities  boug^ht  a  house 
well  adapted  for  a  school ,  united  all  their  children ,  and 
paid  a  teacher,  (a  clever  and  excellent  man,  educated  at 
the  grammar  -  school  at  Friedherg )  500  guldens. 

Worms  in  1825,  Alzey  and  other  places,  soon  follow- 
ed the  excellent  example,  and  soon  it  became  percep- 
tible in  the  diminution  of  crime,  (particularly  drunkenness,) 
throughout  the  country,  how  beneficial  was  the  system 
adopted. 

Much  opposition  was  on  the  part  of  some  conscientious 
christians  made  to  this  arrangement,  from  a  fear  that  the 
religious  faith  of  their  children  might  be  shaken  through 
this  amalgamation  of  sects  together,  but  thank  God  this 
fanatic ,  this  bigoted  feeling ,  through  this  very  amalga^ 
mation,  is  fast  dying  away,  and  now,  where  seperate 
churches  do  not  exist  for  the  different  forms  of  worship, 
the  religions  duties  of  each  are  alternately,  performed  on 
the  same  day,  and  under  the  same  roof. 

The  accompanying  tables  will  shew  the  comparative 
difference  between  the  state  of  instruction  in  the  years 
tSIO  and  1854  throughout  the  Palatinate. 
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For  these  3S0  Schools,  175  most  excellent  teachers 
are  appointed  ,  of  whom  ISO  have  hecn  edncated  at 
Fricilberg  and  t>i>  iu  Bensheim. 
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The  fiiim  raised  for  tbe  teachers  in  1019  was  463SS 
Guldens,  an  average  of  146  Guldens  for  each  of  the  SIS 
school  estahlishments.  In  1854  the  sum  raised  was 
110221  Guldens,  consequently  514  Guldens  for  each 
school,  deducting  2S  Guldens  from  each,  for  the  necessary 
repairs  of  the  school -house. 

The  numher  of  children  edueated  in  the  5S0  schools, 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1854  amounted  to  52708  con- 
seqfuently  on  an  average  95  hoys  to  each  teacher. 

I  shall  close  these  observations  hy  stating  that  any 
individual  doubting  the  accuracy  of  these  remarks  ,  can 
at  any  time  convince  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  same , 
by  a  personal  visit  to  the  schools ,  which ,  as  generally 
is  the  case  in  all  good  institutions,  are  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  all. 

For  eight  years  no  malefactor  had  in  this  town  for- 
feited his  Ufe  to  the  offended  laws  of  his  country  till 
last  year,  when  a  wretched  woman  was  guillotined  for 
poisoning  her  husband.  I  attended  the  execution ,  and 
far  from  experiencing  that  horror  which  the  scenes  of 
the  French  revolution  have  identified  with  this  instrument 
of  punishment ,  I  regarded  it  as^  one  of  the  most  expedi- 
tious ,  and  at  the  same  time  most  humane  modes  of  exe- 
cuti6n  possible.  Some  time  subsequent  to  the  death  of 
this  woman,  (who  by  the  bye  died  with  the  utmost  re- 
signation and  fortitude ,  obserTing  to  the  executioner 
that  as  she  was  short,  he  should  place  her  body  forwarder 
on  the  board,  or  the  knife  would  cut  into  her  head  in- 
stead of  her  neck ,)  another  woman,  a  monster  of  iniquity 
was  brought  to  trial,  and  finally  executed  for  the  murder 
of  eight  persons ,  namely  her  father  ,  mother ,  husband  , 
unde  ,  three  of  her  own  children ,  and  the  husband  of 
another  woman. 

This  vile  wretch  being  exceedingly  ill,  and  fearing  the 
approach  of  death  sent  to  a  priest,   and  made  confession 
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of  her  crimes.  According^  to  the  oath  of  the  priest,  he 
dares  not  divulg^e  the  confession  of  an  individual ,  he  the 
nature  of  the  crimes  committed  hy  the  party  of  the  hiackest 
dye.  But  in  this  instance  he  had  sufficient  influence  over 
the  mind  of  the  woman  to  induce  her  to  admit  her  guilt 
to  a  magistrate.  Contrary  to  her  expectations  the  un- 
happy woman  recovered ,  and  she  then  denied  the  com* 
mission  of  the  acts  with  which  she  had  charged  her 
'wretched  soul. 

Being  conveyed  to  a  prison  in  Mentagi,  the  horrors 
which  her  conscience  conjured  up  to  her  distempered 
imagination,  (fancying  herself  haunted  hy  the  spirits  of 
her  victims),  induced  her  again  to  confess  her  crimes. 
On  heing  questioned  as  to  the  nature  of  the  ]M)ison  with 
which  she  destroyed  the  lives  of  her  relatives ,  she  said  if 
they  would  give  her  an  opportunity  of  preparing  the 
poison  she  would  shew  them  how  she  effected  it.  She 
was  now  conveyed  to  a  celehrated  chymist's,  where  in 
the  presence  of  several  persons  she  prepared  a  solution 
of  arsenic  in  the  most  scientific  manner ,  and  on  the  ad- 
mission of  all ,  seemed  in  the  employment  to  tahe  such 
an  interest  as  to  appear  almost  to  forget  her  situation , 
and  the  presence  of  strangers.  Her  ohject  for  so  pre- 
paring the  poison ,  was ,  as  she  said ,  to  prevent  detec- 
tion ,  should  the  bodies  he  disinterred. 

I  was  present  at  the  trial  of  this  detestable  woman  , 
who ,  notwithstanding  her  enormous  crimes  had  a  most 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  being  excellently  defended^ 

In  some  respects  I  must  confess  I  prefer  the  pro- 
ceedings in  a  court  of  justice  here,  to  those  of  our  courts 
in  England.  The  prisoner  here  has  the  advantage  of  trial 
by  jury  as  with  us,  has  the  benefit  of  counsel,  can 
<^hallenge  the  jury ,  examine  witnesses ,  and  has  the 
advantage  of  five  judges  to  decide  upon  the  punishment 
after    the    delivery   of  the  verdict  by  the  juryt   and  even 
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then  can  appeal  from  this  ,  to  a  higher  court ,  ifvhefe  the. 
whole  evidence  is  again  carefully  revised,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  judges  either  revoked  or  confirmed  and^  the  law 
suffered  to  take  its  course. 

Now  though  England  no  doubt  can  boast  as  upright » 
as  wise^  and  experienced  judges  as  any  country  on 
earth ,  yet  as  man  is  fallible ,  as  man  is  liable  to  be 
swayed ,  particularly  in  political  offences ,  by  his  pe« 
culiar  principles  and  feelings ,  sui^ely  it  must  be  better 
to  have  the  judgement  of  five  men ,  to  decide  on  the 
measure  of  punishment,  due  for  the  commission  of  crime, 
than  to  be  left  to  the  fiat  of  one  ;  unless  indeed  the  full 
bottomed  wig  of  a  British  judge  (here  that  judicial  appen- 
dage is  dispensed  with,)  is  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
four  assistant  judges  who  aid  the  presiding  judge  of  the 
court  of  assize  here. 

The  reader  who  feels  not  disposed  to  peruse  a 
short  summary  of  the  criminal  code  of  this ,  (in  its 
laws),  really  happy  land,  is  requested  to  turn  to  page 
382  for  different  matter,  but  as  I  have  a  promise  to 
redeem  to  my  readers ,  ( that  is ,  as  far  as  my  humble 
abilities  admit  of  my  doing  it),  I  think  myself  in 
duty  bound,  to  give  them  a  little  information  on  thia 
subject. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  code  of  laws  established 
here,  is,  that  it  tends  quite  as  much  to  the  prevention, 
as  for  the  punishment  of  crime ;  and  that  its  strict  impar- 
tiality inspires  confidence  in  the  governed  towards  their 
governors  ;  the  laws  are  too  in  the  punishment  awarded 
for  crime,  so  proportioned  to  the  offence,  and  compara- 
tively mild,  that  the  dread  which  jurymen,  with  us  too 
often  feel ,  through  their  verdict,  of  punishing  an  offender 
beyond  what  the  nature  of  his  offence  entails  upon  him 
here  is  never  experienced ,  and  thus  1  he  culprit  meets 
with  the  merited  reward  of  his  conduct.     The  chief  object 
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which  the  franier  of  this  code  had  in  view  9  seems  to  have 
been  to  unite  all  the  different  interests  in  society,  and 
which  demand  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  the 
punishment  of  an  infrin^ment  on  the  rights  of  our  fellow 
man ,  and  the  protection  of  the  innocent.  As  far  therefore 
as  any  code  of  laws  proceeding  from  human  wisdom  and 
foresight,  can  be  regarded  as  perfect,  the  French  laws, 
here  introduced  by  the  revolution,  and  still  practiced  in 
this  country,  may  certainly  be  declared  complete. 

Any  individual  accused  of  a  crime ,  is  immediately 
placed  either  before  the  police,  or  a  justice  of  peace , 
and  if  to  the  magistrate  there  appears  sufficient  reason  to 
detain  him  to  answer  for  the  offence  before  the  higher 
authorities,  witnesses  are  heard  for  and  against  him, 
the  depositions  taken  by  the  officer  in  writing  and  signed 
by  the  witnesses,  and  the  accused.  If  the  offence  is  such 
as  renders  a  committal  necessary  ,  the  magistrate  makes 
out  an  order  for  such.  The  state  procurator  is  the  officer 
who  is  the  representative  of  the  sovereign,  and  his  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  duly  administered,  order 
preservecl  etc. ,  and  on  a  crime  being  committed  the  de- 
positions are  delivered  over  to  him ,  and  he  can  imme- 
diately require  if  he  sees  it  necessary  to  the  ends  of  justice 
or  the  protection  of  innocence ,  the  parties  before  him , 
and  go  through  the  bussiness  de  novo.  Before  him  too 
the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  must  be  confirmed  upon 
oath ,  or  the  offender  cannot  be  detained  in  prison ;  the 
state  procurator  according  to  the  evidence  considers 
whether  or  not  the  same  is  sufficiently  conclusive,  to 
go  to  trial,  but  before  finally  deciding,  the  evidence 
is  gone  through  in  the  council  chamber.  This  is  a  council 
composed  of  two  judges  of  the  district,  who  meet  weekly, 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  all  preliminary  matters, 
connected  with  criminal  processes. 
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If  these  parlies  decide  that  there  is  not  suiEeieut  eri- 
dence,  accordinj;  to  their  jadgement,  to  ivarrant  the  an* 
ticipation  of  a  Tcrdict  of  gnilt ,  the  accused  is  instantly 
liherated.  If  tho'  the  offence  comes  ivithin  a  police 
punishment  only,  the  offender  is  deliYcred  oyer  to  the 
police  to  receive  the  punishment  fixed  hy  law  for  his 
offence ,  such  as  committal  to  a  house  of  correction , 
temporal  deprivation  of  his  rights  as  citizen  9  or  money 
penalty. 

The  sessions  of  the  council  chamber  are  very  properly 
not  an  open  court ,  being  a  deliberative  assembly.  But 
from  the  decision  of  this  court  the  accused  party  can 
appeal,  and  even  demand  indemnification  if  unjustly 
treated,  this  is  a  great  check  upon  the  magistrates,  and  at- 
tended vfith  many  favourable  results  for  the  people,  but 
this  appeal  must  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  twenty 
four  hours. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  higher  courts  of  justice,  I 
*  will  only  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  police  court,  which 
consists  of  the  justice  of  peace  and  a  secretary.  Here 
the  accused  being  cited,  he  is  obliged  to  appear  in  person, 
or  through  deputy,  the  witnesses  are  interrogated  in  his 
presence ;  afterwards  he  is  heard  in  his  defence ,  and  the 
public  accuser  proposes  a  punishment  or  fine,  on  which 
the  justice  of  the  peace  delivers  his  judgement.  The  whole 
of  this  proceeding  is  public.  This  court  can  only  inflict 
a  punishment  of  a  five  days  confinement  or  a  fine  of  about 
five  guldens ,  it  can  also  be  appealed  against  to  the  higher 
court  of  police. 

The  higher  court  of  police  consists  of  three  judges,  and 
a  secretary,  and  a  State  procurator.  The  proceedings -are 
here  also  public.  From  this  court  an  offender  can  be  sentenced 
to  to  years  hard  labour,  and  loss  of  his  rights  of  citizenship. 
From  this  court  there  is  also  an  appeal  to  the  highest  ju- 
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dicatnre,  ivliere  the  proceedings  recommence.  In  all  cases 
where  degradingf  and  corporal  punishments  are  awarded, 
a  jury  must  decide  on  the  guilt  of  the  offender  before  he 
4*an  be  subject  to  its  infliction. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  should  the  offence 
of  the  accused  be  considered  of  sufficient  magnitude  to 
send  him  for  trial  to ^ the  assizes,  the  State  procurator 
males  out  the  bill  of  enditement  against  the  prisoner, 
which  bill  contains  an  account  of  his  imputed  crime  ,  the 
evidence  adduced  against  him ,  and  all  circumstances  at- 
tending the  accusation.  A  copy  of  this  bill  of  enditement 
is  then  given  to  the  accused  lliat  he  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  preparing  his  defence ,  and  who  receives  notiee 
to  appear  on  a  certain  day  to  answer  before  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen  for  the  crime  he  has  committed,  or  whereof 
be  is  accused. 

On  this  day  the  prisoner  is  brought  into  court,  on 
the  bench  is  the  presiding  judge,  and  four  assistant  judges, 
a  state  procurator  (or  public  accuser)  and  a  secretary  and 
24  jurymen,  from  which  12   are  selected. 

The  accused  is  assisted  in  his  defence  by  counsel 
chosen  by  himself,  or  selected  for  him  by  the  president 
from  among  the  advocates  of  the  court. 

The  names  of  the  24  jurymen  having  the  day  before 
been  handed  to  the  prisoner,  he  is  at  liberty  to  reject  ii 
out  of  the  number  if  he  has  any  cause  to  fancy  them 
inimical  to  him,  the  like  number  can  the  public  accuser 
also  reject.  The  juryman  first  selected  by  the  ballot  i& 
declared  the  foreman. 

The  jury  being  sworn  9  the  witnesses  likewise,  the 
President  now  demands  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner, 
his  name ,  age ,  place  of  birth ,  residence  and  business. 
He  then  addressing  the  prisoner,  cautions  him  against 
saying  that  which  may  prejudice  his  cause  ,  and  that  he 
deport  himself  with  becoming  reverence  ^    and  moderation* 
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•  If  Ignorance  is  bliss ,  'tis  follj  to  b«  wise.  • 

Since  the  accession  of  the  present  Emperor ,  short  as 
has  been  his  reign ,  great  improTcments  they  afliyn ,  have 
been  already  effected  in  the  internal  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  state ;  and  Austria  quietly ,  and  by  degrees , 
is  introducing  those  salutary  reforms ,  which  the  advance 
of  knowledge ,  and  the  march  of  mind  render  so  neces- 
sary; it  is  also  said,  that  the  period  of  military  service 
is  to  be  reduced  from  15  to  8  years. 

In  a  country  like  Prussia,  where  so  very  much  has 
been  done  for  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the  people, 
through  the  excellent  system  of  education  introduced 
throughout  the  land ,  men ,  more  disposed  to  reflect  on 
causes  and  effects ,  are  not  so  attached  to  the  kingly  dig- 
nity, from  the  same  feeling  which  actuates  the  Austrian; 
but  from  principal,  the  Prussian  respects  his  king,  from 
the  excellence,  the  stability  and  wisdom  of  his  adminis- 
tration ,  the  just  application  of  the  resources  and  revenues 
of  the  country,  and  the  impartial  administration  of  justice; 
and  he  loves  his  monarch,  that,  being  an  absolute  sove- 
reign, he  employs  his  unrestricted  power  for  the  universal 
good  of  his  people. 

The  garrison  of  Mentz  consisted  till  last  October  of 
14,000  men,  the  war  establishment,  but  was  then  redu- 
ced to  8000. 

In  speaking  of  the  military  service  of  the  two  countries, 
one  manifest  advantage  is  enjoyed  by  the  soldier  of  Prus- 
sia over  that  of  Austria-,  namely ,  that  by  the  third  article 
of  war  the  punishment  of  flogging  is  totally  abolished ,  and 
that  no  officer,  or  subaltern  dares,  on  any  pretence 
whatever ,  to  strike ,  or  maltreat  a  private ;  whereas  ,  ia 
the  Austrian  army^  a  superior  officer  can  order,  up  to  a 
certain  number  of  blows ,  a  caning  to  a  soldier;  beyond 
the  given  number,  a  court  martial  must  decide  the  extent 
of  the  punishment ,    the  interest  of  the  poor  fellow  being 
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considcretl  in  the  appointiueot  of  two  of  his  fellow  prlTates 
on  the  investi[p)tiou ,  two  corporals,  and  the  like  numher 
of  ensig^ns ,  lieutenants,  captains,  and  the  colonel  forming 
the  memhers  of  the  court.  Settings  aside  the  horror  enter- 
tained for  the  revolting  practice  altog^ethcr,  and  it  must 
be  confessed  there  is  somethings  excellent  in  the  arrange- 
ment  of  the  court ,  the  private  soldier  possessing^  an  equal 
weigfht  in  the  deliheration  as  the  highest  officer. 

The  punishments  in  the  Prussian  service  "are  generally 
confinement,  or  degrading  work  on  the  fortifications  for 
Taripus  periods  from  six  weeks  to  three  years;  the  loss  of 
the  rights  of  citizenship ,  or  death.  The  articles  of  war , 
57  in  number,  must  be  read,  at  least  once  a  year,  at 
the  head  of  each  company ,  and  once  during  such  period  . 
a  general  inspector ,  appointed  by  the  government,  attends 
to  survey  the  whole  army  and,  (the  officers  being  out  of 
hearing),  to  listen  to  any  complaints  of  the  soldiers,  and 
which  being  made  against  an  officer  are  most  impartially 
examined  into. 

The  strictest  economy  is  observed,  the  most  scrupulous 
attention  paid  to  the  financial  departments  of  the  military; 
indeed  to  the  application  of  the  funds  pf  every  department 
of  the  government,  an  exactitude  is  observed,  that  it  would 
be  well  in  other  states  to  imitate. 

The  walks  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mentz  are  most 
delightful ,  that  in  the  public  gardens ,  out  of  the  new 
door,  on  the  road  leading  to  Weisnau,  equal  in  beauty  to 
any  thing  I  almost  ever  beheld,  if  regarded  for  its  char- 
ming shady  walks ,  its  enchanting  prospects ,  its  lovely 
shrubs  and  plants ,  the  song  of  the  nightingale  and  thou- 
sand warblers  of  the  grove,  and  the  cooling  breezes  which 
fan  the  wanderer  from  the  ever  lovely  Rhine.  At^  the 
extremity  of  these  gardens  is  a  lofty  terrace ,  near  to  the 
handsome  assembly  and  refreshment  rooms  kept  by  Monsr. 
Marchisio  and  where ,  particularly  on  Sundays ,    the  Beau. 

2S 
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Monde  assemble  to  take  their  coffee  etc.;  from  .this  terrace 
yon  command  one  of  the  most  superb  views  the  imagination 
can  picture  to  itself;  before  you  the  whole  range  of  mag« 
nificent  Taunns  Mountains,    the  lofty  Feldberg,  the  cele- 
brated Alt  Konig ,    the  Platte  ,    the  town   of  Wiesbaden , 
Tillages ,    farms ,   lands ,    vineyards ,    and  the  fine  fortifi- 
cations of  Castel  ^    to  the  right  the  Main ,   the  country  of 
Darmstadt^   and  the  villages   on   the   banks  of  the  lovely 
Rhine  towards  Oppenheim ;    on  the  left ,  looking  over  the 
lovely  gardens ,  the  sweetly  situated  town  of  Mentz ,  with 
its  majestic  cathedral  and  other  churches,  its  many  towers 
and  steeples^  its  lofty  citadel  and  fortifications ,  its  bridge 
of  boats  and  its  regal  stream.     This ,  as  an  Italian  Gent- 
leman once  told  me ,    is  such  a  view   as  is   hardly  to  be 
met  with  again  in  Europe. 

From  these  Gardens ,    situated  quite  at  one  extremity 
of  the  town ,  there  are  public  walks  and  drives  round  the 
fortifications    against  the  side   towards   France  and  as  far 
as  the  river  on  the  opposite  of  extremity  the  town ,  where 
are   a  number  of  lovely  gardens  belonging  to  the  different 
inhabitants  of  the  town ;   passing  th^o'  these  you  arrive  at 
a  magnificent  alley  of  poplars ,    running  parallel  with  the 
river ,   in  which  there  are   distinct  drives    and  walks ,    of 
surpassing  beauty.       This    alley,     passing   two    beautiful 
islands ,    in  one  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  passing  a 
week,    during  the  progress  of  this  work  with  the  proprie*' 
tor,  my  friend  Mr.  Lorum,  (and  where  I  hope  to  luxurite 
many  a   day  niext  summer) ,     you  arrive    opposite  to   the 
Palace  of  Biberich ,    and   turning  to  your  left  soon  arrive 
at  the  Hartemill  where  most  excellent  coffee,    good  wine, 
and  cake  are  to  be  enjoyed.     Beyond  this  is  the  village  of 
Mon^ibach.     I  advise  the  curious  in  such  matters  to  ascend 
the  hill  directly  adjoining  the  mill,    and  forming  part  of 
the  outworks  of  the  town,'  to  participate  in  the  enjoyment 
of  one   of  the   finest   panoramic   views    ever  seen.      Th^ 
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whole  of  the  Rheingau  is  here  displayed  to  view ,  the 
mountains  of  the  Taunus ,  the  hundred  towns ,  villages 
and  farms  gracing  the  margins  of  the  river;  in  fact  its 
beauties  are  not  to  be  defined. 

If  the  pedestrian  is  disposed  to  lengthen  his  walk,  I 
recommend  a  visit  to  the  lovely  Lennerwald ,  a  large  fir 
wood ,  where  frequently  the  good  people  of  Mentz  form 
gipsy  parties ,  and  enjoy  the  delights  of  fresh  air ,  good 
cheer  9  music ,  singing ,  and  oft  the  cheerful  waltz.  In 
the  middle  of  this  wood  a  stone  tower  has  been  erected, 
to  afi'ord  by  its  height  an  opportunity  to  the  wanderer  to 
survey  a  lovely  panorama. 

Some  few  years  back  this  wood  suffered  most  severely 
from  an  attack  of  caterpillars,  which  totally  destroyed  very 
many  acres  of  fine  thrifty  timber,  and  appeared  like  an 
Egyptian  plague ;  from  hence  the  road  leads  through 
Gonzenheim  home.  Round  this  village  is  one  complete 
desert  of  blowing  sand,  but  such  is  the  industry  of  its 
inhabitants,  that  they  have  converted  it  into  fruitful  gardens^ 
which  produce  some  of  the  finest  vegetables  ever  seen,  for 
the  supply  of  the  market  at  Mentz. 

To  the  village  of  Laubenheim ,  and  thro'  it  to  Nacken- 
heim,  and  the  small  town  of  Oppenheim,  the  road  is 
peculiarly  attractive  from  the  lovely  vineyards  to  the  right 
and  the  magnificent  river  to  the  left.  At  a  very  noted 
inn,  the -Yellow  house,  at  the  latter  place  there  is  a 
most  excellent  Table  d'h6te  during  the  summer,  and  which 
is  much  frequented  on  Sundays  by  the  respectable  inha- 
bitants of  Mentz  and  Darmstadt. 

Kostheim ,  a  small  village  at  the  point  of  the  Main ,  is 
also  much  frequented  during  the  summer  by  parties  pro- 
ceeding from  the  town  by  water.  Here  I  first  of  all  wit- 
nessed the  delightful  feeling  existing  between  a  parish 
priest  and  his  flock,  every  child  who  met  the  worthy 
divine  stretched  forth  his  little   fist  to   obtain   a   shake  of 
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the  Land,    and  whether  dirty    or  clean,    this    good    ma« 
refused  his  hand  to  none. 

I  had  felt  particularly  desirous  to  he  introduced  to 
this  grateful  man ,  from  an  anecdote  related  to  me  of  him, 
and  through  my  friend  Mr.  U  —  soon  had  an  opportunity 
afforded  me ,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  make  the  obser* 
ration  above  related,  in  regard  to  his  conduct,  towards 
the  children  of  his  community  while  taking  a  walk  with 
him. 

The  village  of  Kostheim  during  the  late  war  suffered 
more  than  any  other  place  on  the  stream,  from  the  diffe* 
rent  sieges  of  Alentz,  being  three  times  burnt  to  the  ground 
by  the  several  contending  parties.  As  some  recompense 
for  their  dreadful  losses ,  Napoleon  exonerated  them  from 
all  taxes  and  burdens  for  twenty  years ,  and  otherwise 
assisted  them. 

At  his  death  in  1824  this  noble  hearted  man,  accor- 
ding to  the  usages  of  his  church ,  gave  notice  of  >  and 
said  public  mass  for  the  departed  hero.  This  is  a  solitary 
instance  of  clerical  respect  paid  to  the  great  man  ,  and 
but  for  the  liberal ,  and  enlightened  resolve  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Darmstadt ,  this  good  man  would  have  been  vi- 
sited by  eclesiastical  punishment,  for  this  performance  of 
a  christian's  duty. 

In  several  of  my  remarks  on  the  monastic  institutions 
of  this  country,  and  on  priestcraft  in  general,  I  hare  taken 
the  liberty  of  expressing  my  opinions  rather  freely ,  but 
I  wish  to  be  most  clearly  understood ,  that  though  oppos- 
ing myself  to  the  abuses  of  the  church,  I  am  no  contemner 
of  this ,  or  any  other  form  of  religious  worship.  There  is 
much  I  cannot  understand  in  the  usages  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  ,  therefore  do  I  not  tho  presume  to  say  that  this , 
or  that  ceremonial  is  incorrect,  because  it  is  beyond  my 
limited  knowledge  to  comprehend;  as  well  might  a  poor 
erring  child    of  humanity,    reject   many   of  the    truths   o( 
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revealed  relijjion,    because   far   above   the  wisdom   of  his 
weak  mind ,  to  unravel  each  mystery  of  his  holy  faith. 

The  g^eneral  character  of  the  clerg^y  of  this  place  ig 
exemplary ,  and  in  the  performance  of  their  sacred  duties 
they  are  assiduous  in  the  extreme ;  several  of  them  are 
highly  educated,  well  informed  men,  and  many  of  them, 
(I  knoiv) ,  are  extremely  social  in  their  manners  and  con- 
versation ,  and  liberal  in  their  principles. 

The  character  of  the  minister  of  the  Protestant  church 
here,  can  receive  no  additional  value  from  any  thing,  I, 
a  total  stranger ,  can  say  of  him ,  his  fair  fame  ,  as  thtf 
possessor  of  every  christian  virtue,  speaks  its  own  praise. 

But  to  return  to  the  enumeration  of  the  different  charm- 
ing walks  round  M entz  ;  the  hill  of  Hcxhcim  ,  about  2 
miles  distant  from  the  town^  is,  as  regards  its  charming 
prospect,  truly  beautiful,  and  to  enjoy  it  to  perfection ^ 
it  should  be  surveyed  in  the  evening  of  a  fine  day,  and 
when  the  sun  is  about  to  set.  The  walk  to  the  Turnpike-^ 
house  on  the  road  to  Paris ,  is  also  extremely  agreeable ,. 
to  the  right  of  this  house  is  the  pleasantly  situated  village 
of  M arienborn ,  where  in  1795  were  the  head- quartern 
of  the  German  troops  commanded  by  Fred.  William  II.  of 
Prussia  during  the  siege  of  Mentz.  Conducted  by  a  spy 
named  Lutz  and  favoured  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the 
French  6000  strong  on  the  31.  May  made  a  sally  from 
the  town,  and  came  so  unexpectedly  upon  the  Prussians, 
that  in  the  hurry  to  escape ,  some  say ,  his  majesty  sans 
eulotte  rode  for  his  life,  others  that  a  dove -house  became 
the  hiding  place  of  royalty,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  French 
drove  the  Germans  from  the  vilJage ,  'till  returning  with 
reinforcements  the  enemy  was  obliged  to  retii*e  again  to 
the  town ,  and  the  spy  being  taken ,  he  was  immediately 
made  to  suffer  for  the  delicate  delemma  to  which  he  had 
reduced  his  majesty,  by  hanging  on  the  first  lofty  tree  his 
friends  could  find. 
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Tli«  walk  to  Zablbach  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
tkat  caM  possibly  be  imagined.  After  passing  some  sbort 
4isla«eo  beneath  the  shade  of  beautiful  walnut  -  trees  you 
arriTO  at  a  part  of  the  road  where  serpentine  walks » 
ascending  to  the  left ,  and  shaded  by  thrifty  shrubs  and 
trees ,  lead  you  through  the  cemetery  of  the  Romans , 
where  still  the  mouldering  gravestones  iudicate  the  spot 
where  many  a  warrior  rests  in  peace.  Nearly  two  thou- 
sand years  have  these  monuments  stood,  and  yet  notmucb 
defaced  are  some  of  the  inscriptions  on  these  mementos 
to  departed  greatness. 

To  the  right  of  this  spot  stood  formerly  a  magni- 
ficent and  most  richly  endowed  nunnery  y  called  cloister 
Dahlberg,  and  which  was  demolished,  as  all  such  useless 
institutions  should  be,  at  the  period  of  the  revolution, 
and  where  now,  instead  of  the  weeds  of  monastic  indolence, 
tbe  rich  and  healthful  corn^  the  produce  of  man's  industry 
years  its  green  and  life  inspiring  front.  There  was  for- 
merly here  a  chapel  devoted  to  the  holy  Hilarius. 

Before  you ,  you  have ,  the  still  magnificent  remains 
^  •f  the  Roman  aqueduct,  of  which  many  colossal  piers 
yet  remain.  I  endeavoured  to  trace  these  records  of  a 
people's  greatness  still  further,  by  examining  the  fields  all 
the  way  to  Drais ,  named  after  Drusus ,  and  from  whence 
they  say  the  water  was  conveyed  by  this  Aqueduct  to  the 
Roman  encampment  at  Maguntiorum ,  but  in  vain.  The 
kighest  of  the  piers  at  present  is  about  55  feet  and  so 
excelleMly  built  that  they  may  yet  for  ages  defy  tbe  ra- 
ging of  the  elements. 

In  this  lovely  village  there  are  two  houses  of  great 
celebrity >  where  the  most  delicious  coffee  is  to  be  had, 
and  which  are  much  frequented,  particularly  on  Sundays, 
by  an  admixture  of  company,  but  on  Thursdays  by  the 
more  genteel  classes  of  society.  The  one  house  ,  is  di- 
rectly on  entering  the  village  by  the  delightful  walk  above 
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menlioned ;  the  other  more  to  the  right ,  and  close  by 
the  Roman  aqueducts,  of  which ,  and  the  whole  extent  of 
Taunus  it  commands  a  fine  view,  the  .wear  j  are  supplied 
with  excellent  refreshment,  wine  etc.  by  Mr.  Massa,  and 
where  parties  frequently  dine  and  sup  ,in  the  garden  in 
summer ;  Loth  are  deserving  of  patronage. 

From  hence  the  walk  back  to  Men tz. over  the  fields, 
and*  past  the  Church- yard  of  the  Town  is  most  beautiful. 
I  advise  the  stranger  not  to  quit  Mentz  without  visiting 
its  beautiful  cemetery.  This  large  plot  of  ground,  alloted 
to  humanity's  last  home ,  occupies  20  acres ,  is  placed 
on  a  rising  hill ,  intersected  with  walks ,  and  shaded  by 
lovely  trees ,  and  by  the  side  of  which  walks  ,•  the  finely 
sculptured  monuments  of  the  rich,  form  a  contrast  with 
the  lowly  grassmound  that  decks  the  remnants  of  the 
poor. 

A    great   attachment   is    evinced  towards  the  late  Em- 
peror  Napoleon    in   this   place    by   those    who    shared   in 
the  glory  of  his  arms,  by  the  erection  in  1854  of  a  vaalt 
for  the  reception  of  the  veterans  of  this  town ,  over  which 
a  handsome  lofty  obelisk  has  been  erected,  adorned  with 
the    insignias    of  war ,    and   with  the    names    of  all  those 
who    may    be    consigned   to    this  resting  place  of  honour. 
Occasionally  the  members  meet ,  and  on  some  days ,  ren« 
dered   celebrated   by    the    great    achievements    of  the  de- 
parted ,  they  revive  the  recollection  of  his  glorious  career 
by  a  dinner.     The  chief  magistrate  of  the  town ,  a  highly 
respected  and  honourable  man,  happening  to  have  served 
also   under   Napoleon ,    attends    this   festival ,    as  he  does 
the    funeral    of  each  brother  in  arms.     The  permission  to 
bold  these  meetings  by  the  government  evinces  a  liberality 
which    creates    astonishment    in    the   minds    of  those  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  regarding  all  continental  governments 
with  a  suspicion  which  many  of  them  are  far  from  merit* 
ing. 
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To  this  burying  gronnd ,  or  at  least  the  receiving 
house  at  the  entrance  to  the  cemetery,  every  deceased 
person  is  removed  -the  day  folio ivin(j^  death  ,  the  friends 
not  being  permitted  to  retain  the  body  longer  in  the 
town.  Here  the  body  is  placed  in  a  room ,  v^here  in 
TV  inter  a  fire  is  always  kept  burning ,  that  should  by 
chance  the  individual  be  under  the  influence  of  a  trance, 
there  may  be  nothing  to  impede  the  return  of  animation. 
A  line  is  also  attached  to  the  body  ,  which  communicates 
with  a  bell  in  the  room  of  the  attendant  of  the  pJace  , 
(himself  a  medical  man),  that  immediate  assistance  may 
be  afforded  in  case  of  necessity,  the  least  motion  of  the 
body  causing  the  bell  to  ring;  and  the  subject  is  not 
committed  to  the  earth  till  the  most  evident  signs  of  dis- 
solution  have  taken  place. 

There  are  few ,  very  few  circumi^tances^tbat  evince  so 
much  the  good  feelings  of  the  people  of  this  country ,  as 
the  respect  they  pay  to  the  memory  of  their  departed 
friends;  a  proof  of  this  I  had  on  All- souls  day,  when 
according  to  usual  custom,  the  inhabitants  flock  out  of  the 
town  to  the  burial  ground,  to  attend  divine  service  tbere^ 
and  to  pray  over  the  graves  of  their  departed  relatives 
and  friends. 

It  was  a  dark  morning  in  IVovember ,  a  dense  fog , 
succeeded  by  a  miserable  small  rain ,  buried  the  more 
distant  objects  in  impenetrable  gloom,  while  the  deep 
dijection  depicted  on  the  visage  of  each  sorrowing  mortal, 
as  they  passed  in  throngs  to  humanity's  last  home  ,  im- 
parted to  the  scene  so  much  of  sadness ,  that  long  ere 
we  reached  the  cemetery,  my  feelings  were  quite  in  ac* 
cordance  with  the  scene   I  was  about  to  witness. 

On  arriving  at  the  entrance  of  the  church  -  yard  I 
stayed  my  steps  a  few  minutes  to,  contemplate  the  various 
groups  crowding  to  the  performance  of  this  office  of  af* 
fection ,    and  offered  up  a  silent  prayer  ,    that ,    with  the- 
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rejection  of  many  of  ilie  forms  ^  and  ceremonials  of  the 
church  of  Aome ,  ire  mijj^ht  ever  retain  the  feelings  evinced 
by  its  members  on  this  day  of  love,  thou^j^h  in' our  calender, 
« All  souls  n   passes  as  a  summer  cloud  unheeded  by. 

As  I  entered  the  beautifully  situated  cemetery,  the 
noyelty  of  the  scene  almost  disturbed  the  frame  of  mind 
ivhich  serious  contemplation  had  produced  in  me,  and  I 
surveyed  i\ith  mingled  feelin[]^s  of  curiosity,  devotion,  and 
sorrow,  the  place,  the  mourners,  and  their  emblems  of 
affection.  Wreaths  of  dried  flowers  hung^  in  festoons  o*er 
many  a  monuuiental  stone,  and  living  flowrets,  meant  to 
adorn  each  grave,  seemed  drooping  in  sadness  from  the 
effects  of  a  cold  November  morning.  There  was  something 
in  the  appearance  of  these  drooping  flowers,  analogous 
with  my  own  and  the  feelings  of  the  mourners  all 
around. 

Few  tapers,  (meant  to  adorn  the  graves  of  humanity), 
had  withstood  the  combined  effects  of  an  unpropilious 
wind  and  a  drizzling  rain ,  and  those  which  yet  main- 
tained th'  unequal  contest  with  the  elements,  gave  but  a 
flickeriog  light,  so  emblematical  of  man'^s  unstable  life, 
as  to  be  in  perfect  keeping,  with  the  mourners  and  the 
drooping  flowers. 

The  distance  which  the  usages  of  society  too  often 
interpose  betwixt  the  rich  and  poor',  here  ceases ,  here 
the  Prince  and  Peasant  rest  in  peace ,  and  here ,  he  who 
oft  when  living  proudly  frowned  upon  his  fellow  man 
beneath  him  in  the  grade  of  rank ,  or  meanly  fawned  upon 
bis  more  exalted  neighbour,  no  longer  knits  his  brow  on 
one ,  nor  servile  smiles  upon  the  other.  Here  all  dis- 
tinction, except  that  the  departed  owes  to  the  love  or 
pride  of  those  he  leaves  behind,  (who  now  employ  the 
sculptors  art,  or  poets  praise,  to  laud  the  wealthy  dead, 
and  to  record  a  list  of  virtues  which  ne'er  existed,  save 
on  the  marble  pile),  now  ceases. 
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Near  such  a  proof  of  mortal  pride,  where  many  a  stately 
taper  reared  its  head  and  rich  exotic  bloomed,  I  viewed 
a  grave ,  whose  humble  mound  of  earth  ,  formed  a  pleased 
contrast  with  its  stately  neighbour.  A  faded  rose  ,  once 
blooming  as  the  loved  inmate  of  the  silent  grave  ,  seemed 
sorrowing  o'er  the  early  victim  of  a  cruel  fate ,  and  as  I 
viewed  this  token  of  affection ,  this  emblem  too  of  faded 
youth  and  beauty,  a  venerable  sire,  whose  silver  locks 
proclaimed  how  long  had  been  his  pilgrimage  of  life , 
whose  sunken  eye  and  quivering  lip  protrayed  the  weight 
of  sorrow  pressing  on  his  heart,  aided  by  an  arm,  (too 
feeble  nearly  to  support  his  wasted  frame  and  surcharged 
griefs,)  raised  his  body  from  that  spot,  on  which  his  sor* 
rows  bowed  him,  and  for  a  moment  left  earth's  cold  em- 
brace, and  wildly  fixed  his  vacant  glance  on  me.  After  a 
time  returning  reason  beamed  from  out  his  tearless  eye^ 
his  was  a  grief  not  soothed  at  nature's  fount ,  and  with  a 
faltering  voice  he  stammered  forth-  his  mingled  prayer  and 
bitter  plaint.  —  Grief  stayed  the  trembling  word  —  he  cast 
a  look  scarce  human,  first"  t'wards  heaven,  then,  (it  seemed 
his  last,)  on  me,  and  sank  —  I  thought  upon  his  grave  — 
it  was  the  grave  of  his  only  cl^ild. 

Oppressed  by  the  scene  I  had  witnessed ,  and  bringing 
to  my  recollection,  as  it  did,  the  affliction  I  had  endured ^ 
in  the  loss  of  many  a  dear ,  and  much  loved  relative  and 
friend,  I  returned  home,  and  with  the  venerable  sage 
still  before  me ,  his  silver  locks ,  his  wasted  frame ,  his 
tearless  eye,  and  melting  looks  of  anguish  fresh  in  my 
memory  I  penned  the  following  lines. 


Mid  the  records  of  death  'vrhich  the  liying  had  raised 
0*er  the  vaults  of  the  rich ,  and  the  tombs  of  the  braTe , 
"Where  the  sculptor  had  flattered,  the  poet  had  praised 
The  cold  tcnaut  of  earth  in  hainanity's  grave. 
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Tlieri  affection  had  planted  a  rote  o'er  a  tomb 
It  was  proTerty*!  off'rinf;  of  loye  to  tlie  dead. 
But  lost  was  the  sweet  that  exhaled  from  its  bloom 
For  Jin  sadness  it  drooped  o*er  mortality's  bed. 

Lost  to  objects  around,  mused  a  sage  o*er  the  rose 
As  wildly  the  wind  thro*  his  siWer  locks  play'd , 
And  the  scalding  tear  fell»  but  it  brought  no  repose 
To  that  bosom  where  joy  with  the  flow*ret  dccay*d. 

«  Oh  my  child !  m  breathed  the  sagtf  as  he  sank  on  his  knee 
Near  the  graTe  of  his  hopes »  by  the  emblem  of  loTc, 
«  See  the  rose ,  like  thy  father  is  lost  without  thee ! » 
And  prophetic  he  spoke  —  for  his  soul   sped  above. 

Finding  in  the  afternoon  of  this  same  day,  that  a  horse 
and  cattle  fair  >va8  to  be  held  at  llochheim ,  so  celebrated 
for  its  Tvines  throughout  Europe ,  I  resolved  to  visit  the 
same ,  and  after  an  early  dinner  started  for  this  place 
-with  my  son.  The  road  ivas  quite  alive  from  carriages  y 
horsemen  and  pedestrians ,  and  I  could  but  contrast  in  my 
mind  the  difference  of  the  scene  with  that  I  had  witnessed 
in  the  morning;  then  all  was  grief,  or  sober  sadness,  as 
a  present,  or  more  distant  hereavment,  affected  the 
mourner ;  now  all  was  mirth ,  all  was  cheerfulness ,  each 
was  in  pursuit  of  business  or  pleasure.  On  our  arrival 
at  Hochheim  we  looked  from  the  lofty  eminence  on  which 
it  stands ,  hack  on  the  town  and  country  beyond  it , 
the  view  is  very  imposing.  Passing  through  the  small 
town,  which  has,  for  the  lover  of  the  beauties  ofnature, 
not  much  to  recommend  it ,  being  entirely  devoid  of  trees,, 
that  no  shade  may  rob  its  delicious  vines  of  the  Sim's 
bright  rays ,  we  soon  reached  the  field  appropriated  to  the 
fair.  Either  all  the  good  horses  were  sold,  or  what  a 
miserable  affair  is  a  Germen  cattle -fair  compared  with 
such  in  England;   but  what  it.  failed  in  horse 'fleshy    wa& 
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fully  made  up  in  flesh  of  sivine ,  for  suet  supplies  of 
sausages  fryiog  in  every  part  of  the  field  I  never  saw  be- 
fore, and  the  savoury  smell  of  which,  with  lots  of  sour- 
crout  seemed  so  attractive  to  all  parties ,  that  the  former 
by  yards,  and  the  sour-crout  by  pails  full  disappeared 
in  a  most  surprising  manner.  Having  soon  seen  sufficient 
of  this  motley  group  of  quadrupets  and  bipeds ,  we  re- 
turned to  Mentz,  where  in  order  to  see  as  much  of  the 
inhabitants  as  possibly  I  could  ^  and  in  various  situations. 
I  concluded  the  evening  at  the  Rhine  Hotel ,  where  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  several  of  my  countrymen  oa 
their  return  home ,  after  the  summer's  excursion.  This 
toifvn  is  rather  celebrated  for  its  inns ,  and  certainly  this 
may  be  considered  one  of  the  best.  Those  facing  the 
river  have  very  materially  lessened  the  custom  of  the  inns 
in  the  town ,  the  convenience  for  the  steam-boats,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  view  are  great  attractions ,  therefore  the 
Rhine  Hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Haenlein,  where  the  best  ac* 
commodation  is  to  be  met  with  ,  united  with  great  atten« 
tion ,  civility  and  moderate  charges  ,  is  generally  full  to 
an  overflow.  The  Hotel  of  Holland ,  a  very  handsome 
new  house ,  situated  on  the  Rhine ,  is  also  spoken  of  as 
a  very  good  inn ;  while  the  English  Hotel  on  the  Grosse 
Bleiche,  for  its  comfortable  accommodation  and  excellent 
Table  d'Hotc ,  is  reported  inferior  to  none.  I  am  in* 
formed  that  the  Three  Crowns,  from  which  the  public 
post  carriages  depart,  is  also  an  excellent  inn,  (formerly 
one  of  the  first) ;  till  those,  more  delightfully  situated  on 
the  stream ,  dimmed  the  lustre  of  the  regal  emblems ;  yet 
still  'tis  said  the  frequenters  of  the  inn  enjoy  more  of 
thjgk  comforts  of  life  than  generally  are  allotted  to  those 
who  wear  them.  Nearly  the  same  observations  apply  to 
the  Roman  Emperor,  whose  levees  would  no  doubt^  be 
more  fully  attended  could  he  remove  his  court  to  the  Rhine* 
The   second  class   of  inns:    they  more   than  deserve  this 


/ 


Tn£  INNS  OF  AIENTZ. 


397 


term^  being  very  excellent  establishments  generally,  are 
tbe  Wbite  horse.  Town  of  Frankfort,  Towns  of  Alzey, 
Greuznach  etc. 

Independent  of  the  highly  respectable  firm,  (the  pub- 
lisher of  this  work) ,  there  are  in  Atfentz  seyeral  book- 
sellers of  extensive  business,  and  where,  with  the  general 
literature  of  the  country ,  most  of  the  standard  works  pro- 
duced in  France  and  England  are  to  be  obtained. 

Without  any  particular  architectural  beauties  to  re- 
commend the  town  of  Mentz  to  the  stranger  in  regard  to 
its  streets  or  buildings;  the  country  which  enyirons  it, 
the  stream  which  flows  before  it,  and  the  hearts  that  glow 
within  it,  if  duly  studied «  render  it  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  spots  as  a  residence  with  which  I  haye  made 
acquaintance  in  my  pilgrimage  through  Germany. 
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From  my  heart  I  pitied  the  two  miserahle  animals  doomed 
to  toil  a  distance  of  21  miles  with  such  a  freight  of  hu- 
manity, hut  I  soon  found,  such  is  the  way  of  the  world^ 
self-interest  setting  itself  in  array  agfainst  the  hetter  feel- 
ings of  the  heart ,  for  in  my  own  deplorahle  situation 
{heing  quite  as  much  an  ohject  of  pity  as  the  half  starved 
rosinante's  of  the  omnibus),  I  soon  forgot  their  misery  ia 
the  contemplation  of  my  oivn. 

Our  invalid  from  Wieshaden  not  being  able  to  beaip 
the  winds  of  heaven  to  breathe  upon  her,  easily  persua- 
ded her  travelling  companions  to  allow  the  oil  cloth 
curtains  of  the  vehicle  to  be  closely  drawn.  I  had  select- 
ed my  seat,  one  advantage  resulting  from  an  hour's  an- 
ticipation of  the  departure  of  the  machine,  close  by  the 
door,  consequently  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  only  apper- 
ture  by  which  a  breath  of  air  could  find  its  way  into  this 
ark  of  humanity.  German  Gemiitlichkeit  exceeds  all  bounds 
of  good  feeling,  or  such  misery  never  could  haye  been 
endured  by  twelve  human  beings  for  the  accommodation  of  one« 

Reader  it  was  in  the  month  of  July,  the  parched  earth 
had  not  rejoiced  in  a  refreshing  shower  lor  several  weeks, 
the  heat  and  dust  were  insufferable ,  seven  pipes  were 
indcfatigably  at  work  within  the  den,  from  the  smoke 
of  which  I  could  scarcely  discover  my  opposite  neighbour^ 
added  to  which  I  had  to  endure  as  great  bodily  incon- 
venience from  the  absence  of  all  elasticity  in  the  springs 
of  the  carriage,  as  mental  suffering  from  the  conversation 
of  my  companions.  From  the  apparel  of  the  doctor^ 
(the  title  that  strict  German  etiquette  gives  to  every  dis- 
penser of  medicine ) ,  such  an  effluvia  was  emittet ,  as 
convinced  me,  the  brute  creation  were  more  the  objects 
of  his  care  than  the  human  race,  for  even  in  my  limited 
knowledge  of  Pharmacy,  I  would  venture  to  affirm,  that 
never ,  for  mortal ,  could  such  a  drug  have  been  prepared, 
as  that  he  must  have  had  about  his  person. 
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I  was  soon  with  this  comhination  of  ills  as  much  de- 
ranged in  head  and  stomach,  as  ever  I  had  heen  at  sea, 
and  my  temper,  partaking  of  my  hedy's  infirmity,  was 
raffled  in  an  equal  degree.  Never  was  I  with  any  society 
so  disgusted  as  in  the  present  instance.  The  indelicacy 
of  their  conversation,  their  witless  jests  acted  as^  a  fire- 
brand to  my  combustible  feelings ,  and  alone  the  consi- 
deration of  the  odds  against  me,  restrained  the  expression 
of  my  dissatisfaction,  for  I  argued  myself  into  a  conviction 
of  the  folly  of  an  attempt  to  encounter  seven  such  fellows, 
armed  with  a  vocabulary  of  low  German ,  aided  by  volumes 
of  filthy  tobacco  smoke ,  and  therefore  held  my  tongue  , 
as  I  bad  frequently  been  obliged  to,  —   hold  my  breath. 

The  notary  from  whose  side  pocket  protruded  a  whole 
quire  of  legal  erudition ,  and  whose  sharp  visage ,  and 
twinkling  eye  bespoke,  if  not  much  of  mental  cultivation, 
a  due  proportion  of  cunning,  was  it  seems  too  well  known 
to  two  or  three  of  my  companions,  for  his  comfort, 
during  our  ride ,  for  some  unseasonable  witticism  on  the 
known  gallantry  of  the  man  of  law,  of  a  rather  question- 
able nature ,  led  to  an  angry  dispute  between  himself 
and,  (the  doctor  must  pardon  me),  cow-leech,  and  effec- 
ted a  miracle  in  our  circle ;  it  positively  extinguished 
the  pipes  of  two  of  the  most  inveterate  smokers  I  ever 
was  doomed  to  associate  with,  and  thus  far  rendered 
their  otherwise  unpleasant  dispute  a  partial  relief. 

The  remarkable  adventures  of  my  one  eyed  companion, 
who  had  been  a  great  traveller,  and  had  managed  to  see 
more  with  one  eye,  than  most  travellers  with  two,  having 
visited Gottingen  as  student,  and  been  expelled;  Hanover, 
as  gentleman's  gentleman,  and  lost  his  place,  most  likely 
for  his- virtues  ;  Quedlinburg  as  merchant,  (God  knows 
for  what  purpose,  unless  to  trade  in  swine;)  lost  his 
eye  in  a  drunken  carouse  with  some  students  of  Halle ; 
and  danced   with    one    of  the   figuirantes   of  the  ballet  at 

*  26    . 
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Dreudem^  filled  up  the  measure  of  amvseBieiit  and  deli|r||t 
for  &we  tedibas  boors. 

I  gboold  obserre  tbo'  tbat  we  stopped  at  Worstadt 
for  balf  an  boor  to  refresh  aian  and  beast ,  and  here  1 
bad  tbe  pleasure  of  meeting  bis  worship  the  jastiee  of 
peace  of  Niederolm ,  who  with  bis  clerk ,  and  another 
friend  were  trying  tbe  wine  of  mine  host,  and  eating 
brown-bread  dipped  in  a  plate  of  salt  and  carraway  s^eds, 
as  common  here  as  a  deyil  is  in  onr  dear  isle ,  to  excite 
tbe  taste  for  wine. 

At  this  place  tbe  irraseible  notary,  tbe  silent  agri- 
cnltnrist ,  and  the  calculating  miller  left  as ,  and  shortly 
after  the  filthy  wine  merchant  and  tbe  ehere  amie  of  the 
cannonier  departed.  We  bad  now  a  notable  relatioi|  from 
tbe  cattle  doctor  of  the  notary's  private  history ,  bat  as 
tbe  deeds  recoanted  could  not  at  all  amuse  the  sedate 
reader,  nor  instruct  and  improve  the  thoughtless  or  the 
young,  I  shall  allow  the  achieyments  of  this  indiridual , 
this  limb  of  learning,  to  pass  unnoticed,  that  I  may  the 
sooner  lead  all  classes  of  my  readers ,  to  a  brief  history 
of  the  people  of  Germany,  in  the  eventful  period  of  the 
possession  of  the  country  by  the  Romans. 

Having  overheard  a  conversation  between  the  driver, 
tbe  invalid  lady,  and  the  lady's-maid  respecting  the  hire 
of  a  chaise  to  proceed  directly  on  their  arrival  at  Alsay 
to  Kirchheimboland ,  and  my  English  reserve  being  re-< 
moved  by  my  proximity  to  the'  last  mentioned  damsel , 
who  to  avoid  being  drenched  by  a  brisk  shower  of  run 
which  pouring  through  the  roof  of  our  vehicle ,  immedi- 
ately over  her  head,  obliged  her  to  shift  her  seat,  I  was 
encouraged  to  ask  if  they  bad  come  to  terms  with  -the 
driver;  finding  they  bad  not,  I  proposed  making  one  of 
tbe  party,  and  being  accepted,  on  our  next  alighting  to 
ease  the  horses  by  walking  up  a  hill,  I  mentioned  to 
tbe  coachman   my   wish  ^     and    soon   eatme  to  terms    with 
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biili.  I  was  to  pay  one  ^Iden  for  my  seat 5  the  ladies, 
tbe  rest ,  provided  he  arrived  in  such  time  at  Alzey  as 
afforded  a  reasonable  chance  of  oar  accomplishinn^  the 
five  miles   to  Kirchheimboland  before  ten  o'clock. 

What  a  spur  is  interest  to  a  man*s  exertions,  the 
poor  horses  suffered  for  it ,  but  we  arrived  in  a  short 
time  at  Alzey.  Had  I  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health  ,  and  blessed  with  excellent  spirits  ,  the  first  view 
of   the    entrance    to   this    miserable   looking   place  would 

I 

have  acted  on  the  latter  as  foul  weather  does  on  the 
quicksilver  in  the  barometer;  but  oppressed  by  headache^ 
and  aching  in  every  bone  of  my  body ,  1  was  so  disgusted 
with  my  reception,  that  delighted  as  I  was  at  the  thought 
of  not  being  obliged  to  pass  a  night  at  Alzey ,  judge  of 
my  disappointment  when  I  found  the  invalid  had  relin- 
quished the  thought  of  proceeding,  and  all  my  dreams 
of  joy  vaiiished  into  air. 

The  mind  of  woman  though  is  fruitful  in  invention 
when  once  determined  on  accomplishing  any  object ,  and 
such  fortunately  for  me  was  the  jcase  in  the  present  instance, 
for  my  fair  companion  soon  found  a  means  of  surmounting 
the  dilemma,  by  proposing  that  Goachee  should  instead 
of  four  passengers  take  two,  instead  of  two  horses,  one^ 
and  by  the  same  rule  of  arithmetic  in  lieu  of  four  guldens 
accept  two ,  and  turning  to  me  with  perfect  nonchalance 
said:  «  You  will  not  refuse  Sir,  I  presume,  to  take  me  un* 
der  your  protection,  »  I  rose  fifty  per  cent  in  my  own 
estimation  by  the  proposal,  and  hope,  in  the  honest  sense 
of  the  word ,  even  in  the  days  of  my  youth ,  with  ardent 
..  passions  rushing  through  my  veins,  I  could  not  have  done 
otherwise  than  have  truly  protected  so  ingenuous  a  beings 
Goachee  was  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  logic , 
I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  consent ,  gallantry  was  on 
the  side  of  the  lady,    seconded  by  my  own  wishes,    and 


404  THE  T  AUK  US. 

convenience,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ^e  were  qnietly, 
nnd  closely  seated  in  the  Alzey  chaine. 

Could  I  hy  any  historical  facts  haye  brought  myself  to 
believe  paradise  to  have  been  situated  any  where  in  the 
vicinity  of  Alzey ,  I  certainly  should  have  taken  our  car- 
riage for  the  travelling  convenience ,  —  inconvenience  I 
would  have  said  of  our  forefather  Adam  when  a  bachelor, 
(*twas  a  perfect  sulky)  ,  from  its  antique  appearance ,  for 
it  never  could  have  been  made  for  two» 

After  the  rain ,  the  night  was  extremely  cold-,  and  as 
the  lady  did  not  complain  of  want  of  room,  it  certainly 
wonld  have  been  unfair  in  me  to  lament  the  necessity  for 
setting  so  close  to  one  so  fair,  and  as  I  was  in  search  of 
the  antique ,  I  fancied  myself  obliged ,  (  even  at  my  per* 
sonal  inconvenience,)  to  admire  the  first  specimen  I  had 
met  with  on  my  journey,  save  and  except  the  Spinster  in 
the  omnibus.  ' 

The  son  of  the  coachman  drove  us ,  a  sprightly  lad  of 
about  fifteen.  ^My  companion  informed  me,  that  if  we 
arrived  by  ten  o'clock,  she  intended  to  sleep  with  her 
sister,  a  young  girl  in  the  service  of  a  Mrs.  A  —  a  lady  of 
fortune  residing  at  Kirchheimboland ,  but  if  later  than  that 
hour,'  to  remain  the  night  at  the  inn.  Though  cold,  I 
was  hardly  ever  out  in  a  more  lovely  night,  the  moon  , 
shining  with  a  purer  and  more  softened  light  than  I  had 
almost  ever  seen. 

For  a  time  I  endeavoured  to  keep  up  a  conversation 
with  my  rather  romantic  companion  ,  but  growing  despe- 
rately tired,  I  sought  to  lead  her  to  a  subject  that  might 
accord  with  her  turn  of  mind ,  and  afford  her  an  opporta-  ^ 
nity  of  display ,  and  consequently  myself  of  repose.  I 
therefore  drew  her  attention  to  the  beauty  of  the  scene 
before  us ,  illuminated  by  the  silvery  moon ,  observing 
how  singular  it  was  that  our  two  nations  could  not  agree 
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respectiDg^  the  gender  of  tLe  bright  luminary ,  venturing 
to  opine ,  we  ivere  more  correct  in  our  application  of  the 
same.  Thongh  quite  national  in  her  feelings,  aiM  disposed 
to  prefer  every  thing  German  ^  yet  she  seemed  inclined, 
to  -agree  vpith  me  in  this  respect  against  her  countrymen. 
I  portrayed  the  moon  with  all  the  pathos  I  was  master 
of,  and  with  a  tenderness,  not  quite  natural,  but  likely 
to  suit  a  romantic  mind  like  hers ,  expressed  my  opinion 
that  the  pure  and  beauteous  orb  was  emblematic  quite  of 
female  softness. 

I  had  evidently  touched  the  chord  to  which  her  feel-> 
ings  fondly  vibrated:  long  she  dwelt  upon  the  subject, 
and  in  return  for  the  compliment  I  had  paid  her,  painted 
the  Sun  in  the  sublimity  of  his  majestic  grandeur  like 
unto  sovereign  man. 

To  my  tired  spirit  the  words ,  «  fiery  ,  »  «  ardent ,  /cr- 
vid  5  )>  «  overpowering ,  »  indistinctly  heard  ,  fell  on  the 
ear,  faint  as  the  receding  beams  of  the  departing  luminary, 
and  with  the  last  word,  a  overpowering ,  n  myself  o'er- 
powered  by  sleep,  sunk  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus.  I  might 
have  travelled  in  this  blessed  state  of  forgetfulness,  dream- 
ing per  chailce  of  the  Sun ,  the  Voon  ,  or  the  planet  near 
me ,  for  an  hour  or  so,  when  I  was  awoke  by  the  knocking, 
and  ringing  of  our  driver  at  the  door  of  the  inn  in  Kirch- 
heimboland.  After  diversTe  efforts  to  awaken  the  good 
people,  at  length  the  ostler  appeared,  the  chamber-maid 
was  also  roused,  and  to  my  comfort  I  received  the  as- 
surance that  I  could  have  a  roost  for  my  tired  spirit. 

My  companion  ordered  a  light  supper ,  I  my  bed ,  to 
enjoy  the  luxury  of  which  I  took  my  leave  of  my  travelling 
partner,  and  wishing  her  a  far  more  animated  companion 
in  ber  journey  through  life  than  I  had  proved  during  our 
short  acquaintance ,  for  I  felt  th'ere  had  been  more  of  the 
tranquil  Moon ,  than  the  fervid  Sun  in  my  intercouse  with 
her ,  took  my  leave  of  the  damsel. 
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i  desired  to  be  called  90  early  a9  four  o'clock,  slept 
soundly ,  dreamt  of  Noah*s  ark ,  and  Adam's  carriage ,  of 
course  of*  slTe ,  awoke  at  the  appointed  hour ,  dressed , 
walked  round  the  sweetly  situated  and  one  of  the  neatest 
country  towns  I  have  seen  in  Germany^  admired  the 
lovely  garden  of  Mr.  A —  thought. of  my. companion  and 
the  hairbreadth  escapes  of  the  preyious  evening,  took  my 
coffee ,  paid  a  reasonable  bill  for  comfort  and  civility , 
and  with  my  guide  departed  for  Dannenfels. 

My  guide  had  been  described  by  my  landlord  before 
I  had  been  introduced  to  him  as  a  brisk  young  lad :  six 
ffeet  two  inches  without  his  shoes  will  give  some  idea  Of 
a  German  hobityhoy;  proportionate  with  his  height  was 
his  simplicity,  to  speak  compasionately  of  the  stupidity 
of  my  companion ,  who  with  my  knapsack  strapped 
on  his  back ,  appeared  only  valuable  as  a  beast  of 
burden,  and  in  intellect  approached  that,  denominated  a 
Donkey. 

Taking  a  survey  of  the  town  from  the  first  eminence 
we  reached ,  its  situation  seemed  so  pleasant  and  cheerful 
that  I  felt  regret  that  I  had  not  aq  opportunity  of  paying 
my  compliments  to  several  respectable  individuals  residing 
there,  to  whom  an  esteemed  friend  had  given  me  an 
introduction.  "We  were  soon  overtaken  by  a  brisk  lad  , 
according  to  my  interpretation  of  the  word ,  who  entering 
into  conversation  with  my  ponderous  companion,  gave 
him  the  biography  of  a  calf  fourteen  days  old,  which  he 
had  driven  that  morning  from  Dannenfels  to  a  butcher  iii» 
Kirchheimboland. 

There  was  something  in  the  boy's  manner,  something 
in  his  appearance  so  unlike  my  guide,  that  I  could  but 
wish  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  exchange  the  one  for  the  ' 
other.  The  youth  seeming  as  little  pleased  with  my  Mer- 
cury as  I  was  myself,  soon  left  us,  and  bounding  like  k 
deer  o'er  a  hill  before  us ,  was  Soon  out  of  sight. 
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Proccciliijjj  on  our  ^ay  vfo  met  numbers  of  men  and 
women  ^oiu^  to  the'  market  of  the  little  tow^n  vre  had 
lefty  carrying  on  their  heads  the  various  productions  of 
the  Tillage  vre  vrere  approaching.  As  we  emerged  from  « 
beautiful  wood,  through  the  skirts  of  which  we  had  passed^ 
and  surrounded  by  scenery  the  most  loyely  to  be  imagined, 
we  encountered  a  gentleman  on  horseback^  in  the  beniga 
expression  of  whose  countenance  I  traced  in  my  imagi- 
nation  a  resemblance  to  the   well  remembered  features    of 

t 

a  Lutheran  minister  I  had  known  and  respected  in  the 
days  of  my  youth  ,  and  believing  the  individual  might  per 
chance  be  the  Rev.  Mr.  H  —  of  Dannenfels  to  whom  I 
had  a  letter  of  introduction  from  a  much  respected  friend 
in  Mentz ,  I  elicited  from  my  guide  the  reality  of  my  sur- 
mise,  who  seemed  as  much  to  wonder  at  my  ignorance  as 
I  had  before  done  at  his  »  when  he  said ,  a  Why  dont  yoiH 
know  the  good  parson  of  Dannenfels ,  I  thought  every 
bodyknowed  he.i>  Now  whether  the  ignorant  fellow  looked 
upon  a  good  parson ,  (I  have  known  very  many) ,  as  a  sort 
of  rara  avis ,  which  from  its  rareness  was  so  remarkable 
as  to  attract  universal  attention  I  know  not ,  but  at  all 
events  I  was  determined  not  to  lose  so  favourable  an  op* 
portunity  of  improving  my  knowledge ,  and  therefore  ap* 
proached  the  divine  as  near  as ,  his ,  not  oyer  quiet  horse 
would  allow  me,  (which,  being  a  colt,  had  not  long  been 
subject  to  the  curb,  appeared  not  much  disposed  for  sa 
close  an  acquaintance)  as  was  necessary  for  the  delivery 
of  my  letter ,  most  unceremoniously  drew  a  line  of  demar-* 
cation  still  further  between  the  worthy  parson  and  myself. 
Mr.  H  —  being  armed  with  the  never  failing  appendage 
of  each  German,  as  part  and  parcel  of  himself,  a  pipe, 
and  with  that  necessary  article  in  the  hand  of  an  equestrian, 
a  whip,  it  became  as  difficult  for  him  to  receive,  aa  for 
me  to  deliver  my  epistle,  particularly  as  the  quadruped 
seemed  not  to  have  much  taste  for  the  Belle  lettre.     After  . 
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much  manoeuvring  however  tlie  letter  was  delivered ,  and 
having  been  with  equal  difficulty  read ,  Mr.  H  —  whom 
urgent  business 'obliged  to  go  toKirchheimboland  requested 
me  to  deliver  the  letter  to  his  lady,*  recommended  me. to 
take  a  survey  of  the  mountain,  and  return  to  spend  the 
afternoon  with  him  ,  promising  to  be  back  again  in  two 
or  three  hours  at  the  furthest. 

I  now  directed  my  steps  to  the  sweetly  situated  village 
of  Dannenfels ,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  Donnersberg 
on  a  gentle  declivity  embedded  in  ,the  most  luxuriant 
chesnut,  and  other  fruit  trees.  Passing  a  sweetly  situated 
farm  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  village  stands, 
with  a  lovely  sheet  of  water  before  it,  we  now  ascended 
the  opposite  hill^  through  cornfields  shaded  by  some  of 
the  finest  chesnut- trees  I  had  ever  seen,  and  for  the  fruit 
of  which  this  neighbourhood  is  highly  celebrated,  we 
entered  the  retired  village  of  Dannenfels. 

On  my  way  to  the  parsonage  -  house  I  passed  the  parish 
school,  a  modern,  and  handsome  erection,  built  in  1824 
during  the  reign ,  ( as  a  very  laudatory  inscription  an- 
nounces on  the  building) ,  of  his  most  pious  majesty  of 
Bavaria ,  who  as  the  stone  assures  us  ^^  is ,  as  a  father 
solicitous  for  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of 
his  people,  being  their  regenerator^  and  instructor.  Such 
praise  fills  the  heart  with  admiration,  and  with  such  feel- 
ings ,  I  bent  my  steps  towards  the  charming  residence  of 
the  pastor  of  this  retired  village,  who  I  doubt  not  within 
the  sphere  of  his  influence,  quite  equals  the  efforts  of  the 
king,  his  royal  master,  as  instructor ,  and  as  conscien- 
ciously  acts  the  part  of  father  of  the  flock  committed  to 
his  charge. 

Most  friendly  was  my  reception  by  the  lady  of  this 
good  divine,  and  having  mentioned  my  encounter  with  her 
husband,  she  offered  immediately  to  procure  for  me  a 
guide  9  yrho  should  shew  me  every  thing  worthy  of  obser- 
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vation  on  the  Donnersbergf ,  and  invited  me  after  my  ex- 
cursion to  return  and  partake  of  their  dinner ,  assuring^ 
me  her  guter  Mann  would  much  regpret^  my  forming  any 
other  arrangement  that  should  deprive  him  of  the  pleasure 
of  my  society.  In  the  hospitality,  the  urbanity  of  manners, 
and  the  truly  Christian  feelings  of  this  worthy  pair ,  my 
countrymen  may  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  German  Lutheran  clergy.  I  have  known  many,  vi- 
sited several ,  resided  for  months  with  one  dear  friend , 
and  as  I  have  been  taught  to  respect  them  universally  , 
60  I  have  learnt  to  esteem  and  love  them  in  particular. 

I  was  doomed  though  in  this  respect  to  suffer  a  dis- 
appointment, for  finding  M arienthal ,  and  Falkenstein  ob- 
jects most  worthy  of  observation,  I  felt  so  desirous  of  V/i sit- 
ing them  ,  that  I  was  of  Necessity  obliged  to  forego  the 
gratification  of  seeing  the  Rev.  gentleman  again,  for  I 
found  by  proceeding  direct  from  the  latter  place  for  Kreutz- 
nach  instead  of  returning,  I  should  save  at  least  six  miles. 
While  discussing  this  subject  with  Mr.  H  —  my  guide 
arrived.  The  identical  youth  whose  skill  as  a  biographer 
I  had  admired  so  much  when  walking  from  Kirchheim- 
boland,  and  from  whose  talent  as  a  narrator  I  doubted 
not  I  might  learn  something  worthy  of  remark  as  regarded 
the  country  and  people  became  my  guide. 

Taking  leave  of  the  worthy  lady  of  the  pastor  of  Dannen- 
fels  ,  I  proceeded  through  groves  of  Ghesnut  and  forest 
trees,  to  ascend  the  majestic  mountain.  I  was  soon  put 
in  possession  of  the  history  of  my  young  guide  ,  who  was 
the  son  of  a  shoemaker,  had  served  a  long  apprenticeship, 
of  one  week,  to  learn  the  art  of  organ  -  playing ,  his 
friends  taking  him  for  a  musical  genius,  because  he  whistled 
so  well,  and  played  upon  the  jewsharp;  but  he  disap- 
pointed the  expectations  of  his  friends  by  relinquishing 
the  study  of  music ,  particularly  the  theoretical  mysteries 
of  the  science,    contenting  himself  with  the  practical  part 
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of  the  study,  he  ^vhistled  while  he  Mcorked  at  his  avocation 
of  faggotmaker ,  and  carrier  from  that  part  of  the  forest 
where  horses  could  not  proceed. 

By  this  laborious  employment  the. hoy  earned  at  the 
utmost  12  krentzers  or  4d  p.  day,  while  his  two  brothers^ 
iben  grown,  could  earn  hy  siniilar  work,  (and  in  the  winter 
by  thrashing),  only  from  10  to  18  krentzers  p.  day.  This 
appears  but  small  remuneration  5/.  p.  week,  but  it  mast 
be  recollected,  that  all  such  productions  as  the  poor  are 
in  the  habit  of  consuming  arc  at  least  two  thirds  cheaper 
than  in  England,  and  that  those  indirect  taxes  which 
enhance  the  price  of  every  article  of  wearing  apparel, 
be  it  ever  so  coarse  in  England ,  are  here  unknown ;  the 
governments  of  the  continent  deeming  it  unwise  to  throw 
any  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  improve* 
ment  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  Here  too  every 
individual ,  contributing  but  a  few  pence  towards  the 
support  of  the  state,  or  any  of  the  expences  of  the  parish, 
receives  in  the  winter  one  clafter ,  or  about  a  full  sized 
tumbril -load  of  billet  wood,  and  fifty  faggots  of  such 
branches  of  trees  as  are  generally  from  'two  to  three 
inches  in  diameter. 

My  guide  informed  me  it  was  a  lucky  circumstance 
for  me  that  he  had  returned  home  in  time  to  accompany 
me  in  my  tour  over  the  mountain,  or  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  content  myself  with  a  journeyman  tailor  of  the 
parish ,  a  young  fellow  not  of  such  good  manners  ,  or  so 
well  informed  as  himself,  and  who  moreover  was  ignorant 
of  those  points  most  worthy  of  observation ,  and  pointing 
to  a  spot  on  the  right  of  our  path,  said,  anow  for  example, 
he  would  most  likely  have  passed  that  remarkable  place  , 
without  drawing  your  attention  to  a  plot  where  stood  the 
castle  Donnersberg,  and  which  was  built  by  a  great  king 
called  Guste  Adolph ,  and  afterwards  destroyed  by  the 
Romans  when  they  invaded  Gernany.  »     Who  could  doubt 
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in  the  correctness  of  his  historical  data!  this  to  inc  T?a8 
a  convincing  proof  of  his  superiority  over  the  tailor ,  and 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  deep  research,  and  vast  store  of 
historical  knowledg^e  of  my  guide  ,  I  felt  hoTT  great  was 
the  advantage  I  should  derive  from  his  superior  attain- 
ments ,  and  I  resolved  that  in  retailing  from  his  magazine 
of  knowledge ,  that  my  countrymen  should  he  enlightened. 

From  the  account  of  my  historian  it  seemed  that  after 
the  Romans  had  destroyed  the  castle  ,  it  hecame  the  ahode 
of  a  rohher  knight,  who  affording  shelter  to  all  the  outlaws 
of  the  country,  soon  had  as  ruffianly  a  set  of  cat -throats 
finder  his  command  as  ever  graced  the  board  of  a  bandit 
noble.  There  was  a  rather  confused  amalgamation  of 
knowledge  in  the  brain  of  this  precocious  youth,  for 
mixed  up  with  his  account  of  the  Romans,  Guste  Adolph, 
a  large  chesnut-tree  in  the  village,  eighteen  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, his  calculation  of  the  population  of  the  parish, 
consisting  of  40  catholics,  480  potestants,  17  anabaptists, 
and  about  10  animals  of  no  religion  at  all,  he  gave 
an  account  of  urns  that  were  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
old  castle ,  in  which  burnt  corn  ,  still  quite  perfect,  was 
found ,  and  from  which  shrewdly  he  argued  the  castle 
must  have  been  destroyed  by  fire ,  of  the  road  leading 
from  the  castle  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain ,  called  the 
asses-way ,  from  asses  having  been  employed  to  carry  pro- 
visions and  water  to  the  watch  placed  on  the  lofty  eminence, 
to  give  notice  to  the  band  below  of  the  approach  of  tra- 
vellers in  the  valley ,  of  giants,  wood  demons,  wild  boars, 
mysterious  echoes ,  and  ghosts  of  all  sizes  ,  shapes ,  and 
dispositions ,  some  good ,  some  bad ,  but  all  of  which  dis- 
appeared ,  he  vowed ,  when  the  Frenchmen  came. 

Shaded  by  the  foliage  of  immense  forests  of  timber 
oak  and  beech,  we  proceeded  for  about  two  miles  by 
various  winding  foot  -  paths ,  till  we  arrived  at  an  open 
spot,   leading  to  a  ledge  of  steep  rock  called  the  Hirten- 
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fels  ,  which  we  ascended ,  and  from  thence  heheld  a  more 
splendid  prospect  than  ever  the  most  fervid  imag^inatioH 
pictured.  I  was  transfixed  in  silent  admiration  to  the 
5pot.  I  stood  ahout  2000  feet  ahoYC  the  level  of  the 
Rhine,  seen  in  the  distance  of  several  miles.  Looking^ 
over  a  precipice  of  full  1000  feet  over  the  dark  forest, 
belonging  to  the  community  of  Danncnfels ,  I  surveyed 
with  mixed  feelings  of  devotional  awe  and  admiration  the 
majestic  panorama  placed  before  me. 

To  the  right  in  a  southerly  direction  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Rhenish  provinces  belonging  to  Bavaria 
are  to  be  seen  with  the  towns  of  Landau  and  Germers- 
faeim,  beyond  the  Hardt- mountains'  far  as  the  eye  can 
each  y  and  wide  into  the  royal  French  department  of 
E^sass.  In  the  southeast  direction  of  the  majestic  Rhine, 
a  ^considerable  portion  of  the  district  of  the  Neckar  in 
the  Dukedom  of  Baden,  with  Heidelberg  on  the  Berg- 
strasse ,  Manheim  ,  and  Philipsburg  on  the  right  shore  of 
this  celebrated  river.  On  the  left  the  Bavarian  Rhine 
district  between  the  Rheinschanze  opposite  Manheim ,  as 
far  as  Spier ,  Frankenthal ,  Newstadt  on  the  Hardt , 
Kirchheimboland ,  GoUheim^  where  the  Emperor  Adolph 
of  Nassau  was  killed  by  his  adversary  Albrecht  of  Austria, 
in  the  battle  which  took  place  there  in  the  year  1 2911 
and  numerous  other  towns  ,  boroughs ,  villages ,  hamlets^ 
mills ,  farms  etC'» 

On  the  left  also  in  a  northeast  direction  a  great  part 
of  the  Rhine  -  province  of  the  Dukedom  of  Hessia ,  with 
Mentz  and  Castel ,  Worms ,  Alzey ,  Oppenheim ,  Nier* 
stein ,  Ingelheim,  Biogen  etc.  and  other  parts  of  the  Bergy 
strasse  on  the  right  shore,  of  the  Rhine ,  the  lofty  Meli- 
bocus,  as  far  as  the  Odenwald,  the  environs  of  Darmstadt, 
Frankfort,  Offenbach  as  far  as  Hanau  wide  extends  the 
view  ;  while  o'er  the  lovely  country  of  Nassau ,  the  garden 
of  Germany,    the   view    is  bounded  by   those  barriers  of 
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nature,    the    giant   Feldberg,    the   mig;hty   Altkoni^^    and 
the  lofty  Trompeter. 

The  majesty  of  this  lovely  panorama  9  enhanced  in 
beauty  by  the  meanderings  of  the  stupendous  Rhine  ,  the 
romantic  Neclcar,  and  the  tranquil  Main  afforded  me  a 
gratification  never  before  experienced. 

After  enjoying  for  half  an  hour  a  combination  of  na- 
ture's richest  beauties  on  a  spot  from  which  I  could  hardly 
be  reconciled  to  depart ,  we  proceeded  higher  up  the 
mountain  to  a  lofty  old  wooden  building  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  the  curious  an  opportunity  of  sur«- 
veying  the  enchanting  scenery  around.  Mounting  a  ladder 
in  so  delapidated  a  state  as  to  render  the  ascent  dangerous^ 
I  here  again  enjoyed  the  prospect  which  had  before  so 
delighted  me  $  and  felt  that  in  no  structure  the  work  of 
man's  hands «  that  not  in  the  rights  and  ceremonials  of 
the  church  of  any  creed  or  persuasion,  not  even  at  the 
altar  of  my  God,  had  I  ever  felt  my  heart  so  filled  with 
devotional  praise,  as  when  contemplating  the  majestic 
works  of  that  all  wise  and  beneficent  God.  From  my 
childhood  I  had  ever  felt,  and  advancing  years  has  ripened 
into  conviction  the  impression,  that  nature  is  our  best 
religious  instructor,  and  that  under  the  open  canopy  of 
heaven  the  creature  can  best  commune  with  the  creator. 

On  descending,  one  of  the  staves  of  the  ladder  gave 
way  with  me,  and  I  nearly  met  with  an  accident,  when 
my  young  guide  informed  me  that  on  the  Green -thurs- 
day  in  the  previous  year  his  younger  brother  had  fallen 
from  the  ladder ,  and  fractured  his  skull  $  had  I  heard 
of  such  a  disaster  before  my  ascent,  I  had  in  all  proba* 
bility  lost  the  gratifying  scene  I  had  contemplated. 

Passing  through  low  underwood,  we  shortly  diverged 
on  an  open  plot  of  ground  of  about  four  acres  on  which 
was  growing  a  fine  crop  of  Potatoes ,  belonging  as  my 
guide  informed  me  to  an  individual  accounted  in  the  neigh- 
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bourhood  as  rich  as  Croesus,  and  a  money-lender  to  all 
those  Trho  could  give  good  security  and  high  interest  • 
haying  in  his  possession  upwards  of  nine  acres  of  freehold 
property ,  five  cows ,  four  goats ,  a  horsie  and  at  least 
half  a  dozen  pigs ;  that  he  sold  his  potatoes  last  year  at 
about  two  shillings  the  sack,  and  was  ^likely  to  realize 
a  similar  price  this  next  season.  The  loans  of  this  second 
Rothschild  have  most  likely  been  confined  to  the  domains 
of  Dannenfels ,  for  I  never  heard  of  his  having  accom- 
modated any  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  with  such. 

We  soon  arrived  at  the  farm  of  Donnersberg ,   a  miser- 
able  delapidated  farm  house ,    surrounded  by  some  equally 
miserable    pasture .  ground,    which  in    this  cold  mountain 
district  produces  but  little  grass  ,  i^d  which  by  a  singular 
coincidence ,    is  farmed   by    a  man  named  Jacob  Oonner , 
who  to  his  occupation  of  grazier,  dairy -man,  (being  the 
master   oi^  10  or   12   head   of  stock),    adils  the  oflice  of 
guide  to    strangers ,    whom   curiosity  may  tempt    to   visit 
this  remarkable  mountain.     My  young  companion  was  fear- 
ful that  the    officious  Mr.  Donner  should   attempt   to    rob 
him  of  his   honourable  post  of  guide ,    and  a   part  of  the 
emoluments  of  his  office ,  and  therefore  before  we  arriveid 
at   the   farm    complained  of  the    officiousness   o£  the   said 
Jacol),    venturing  a   hope  that  I  placed  sufficient  reliance 
in  bis  knowledge  of  the  country,   and  his  accuracy  in  the 
historical   facts  connected   with    it,    not   to    give   him  his 
dismission. 

I  was  too  well  satisfied  with  the  talent  of  my  guide , 
and  too  much  pleased  with  his  conversational  powers  to 
wish  for  a  change ,  and  therefore  accepting  a  handful  of 
wild  strawberriers  he  gathered  and  presented  as  a  token  . 
of  gratitude  for  the  assurance  I  gave  him  of  iliy  satis- 
faction, he  boldly  advanced  towards  Mr.  Jacob  Donner, 
who  apprised  by  one  of  his  half  naked  brats  of  the  ap- 
proach  of  a  stranger,  as  the  good  people  of  Cornwall  used 
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to  be  ,  of  a  God  -  send ,  when  a  wreck  was  discovered  on 
their  coast,  (till  the  lig^ht  of  knowledge  taught  them, 
that  the  exercise  of  humanity  was  a  far  higher  blessing 
than  the  plunder  of  the  distressed  and  shipwrecked  ma- 
riner), and  announced  to  him  « that  his  honour  did  not 
require  his  assistance.  » 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  kings -chair,  Kbnigsthul 
passing  by  plants  of  juniper  and  raspberry ,  and  enjoying 
an  abundance  of  refreshing  strawberries.  The  so  called 
king*s  chair,  considered  the  highest  point  of  the  mountain, 
is  a  projecting  rock  rising  perpendicular  to  the  height  of 
about  thirty  five  feet  from  the  ground ,  and  being  on  the 
top,  circa  sixteen  feet  in  circumference.  From  hence  the 
view  is  less  extensive  over  the  country  viewed  from  the 
Hirtenfels  ,  the  prospect  being  intercepted  by  the  lofty 
trees  of  the  forest  on  that  side ,  but  at  a  short  distance 
to  the  left,  'looking  in  the  direction  of  the  Hirtenfels  over 
the  stunted  pinewood,  the  view  is  romantic  and  lovely, 
though  rather  confined.  This  wood  is  called  the  Romer- 
sehanzen,  and  where  alone  the  antequarian  research  and 
enterprise  of  a  Habel  is  necessary  to  bring  to  light  many 
proofs  of  the  invincible  power  and  skill  of  Rome,  nu- 
merous urns ,  coins  etc.  having  been  frequently  found  by 
the  peasants  of  the  country. 

On  this  spot,  as  my  young  guide  informed  me,  nejther 
tree  ,  shrub ,  nor  grass  would  grow ,  and  he  accounted  for 
the  barrenness  of  the  soil  from  the  fact ,  that  a  heathen 
folk  had  encamped  upon  the  spot>  it  being  his  opinion 
that  the  tree  of  the  forest  would  as  little  thrive  where 
the  tread  of  the  heathen  had  polluted  the  ground,  at 
would  the  heathen  hiuMclf  in  heaven  hereafter.  To  my 
question ,  as  to  whether  he  thought  it  likely  that  a  merci- 
ful God  would  condemn  all  to  perish  everlastingly  who 
were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  know  Christ ,  he  with  great 
simplicity ,   but  as  a  good  Catholic  replied ,    that ,    in  that   ' 
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case  be  imagined  they  would  only  be  snbjcct  to  a  more 
protracted  ^tate  of  purg^atory  for  their  ignorance,  and 
would  subsequently  be  pardon*d  for  wbat  they  could  not 
help;  a  comfortable  doctrine  this! 

Behind  us  here  we  had  a  most  wild  and  romantic 
prospect.  Mountains  towering  majestically  one  above  the 
other,  each  forest  vicing  with  its  neighbour  in  the  abyss 
below,  till  o'er  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  monarch  oak', 
a  wide  extensive  view  of  fields  bedecked  with  waving 
com  gladdened  the  eye ,  while  studded  o'er  each  hill ,  or 
sheltered  in  the  tranquil  dale  the  oft  aspiring  village 
tower,  or  whitened  spire,  the  peaceful  farm,  the  noisy 
forge ,  or  smoking  kiln  proclaimed  the  busy  haunt  of  man. 

The  wind  was  here  piercing  cold ,  and  the  previous 
toil  in  ascending  the  mountain  having  thrown  me  into  a 
profuse  perspiration ,  I  felt  so  acutely  its  effects ,  that  I 
was  forced  to  abdicate  the  throne  ,  the  first  regal  seat 
it  had  ever  been  my  happy  lot  to  occupy,  and  penetrate 
a  wood ,  so  thick  as  to  convey  the  idea  of  night's  ap- 
proach by  noon  -  day's  sun ;  through  this  wood  we  pro- 
ceeded about  two  miles  when  we  came  to  a  small ,  except 
on  one  side  ,  thickly  enclosed  pasture ,  called  Kohmstell' 
meadow,  of  about  one  acre ,  and  so  full  of  springs,  (the 
water  of  which  I  judged  to  partake  of  a  mineral  quality), 
as  to  be  almost  a  bog.  The  view  through  the  opening 
alluded  to  is  singularly  pleasing.  Seeming  on  a  hill  far 
higher  than  the  lofty  woods  by  which  I  was  surrounded, 
(such  is  the  optical  deception  of  the  view),  the  lovely 
Rhine  appeared  flowing  at  a  vast  distance  far,  very  far 
above  the  lofty  ground  on  which  I  stood.  So  sombre 
was  the  wood  into  which  we  again  penetrated,  and  so 
cold  and  inhospitable  the  region ,  that ,  if  I  except  a 
flx)ck  of  starlings  which  flew  past  us ,  the  chattering 
magpie  seemed  in  quiet  possession  of  the  wood ,  no 
feathered   songster  cheered    the    traveller  with    his    note 
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which  to  a  loTer  of  sweet  8oun<ls  is  a  sad  deprivation , 
but  too  often  felt  in  these  lofty  mountain  forests.  Such 
I  had  before  observed  to  be  the  case  in  the  Harz-moun* 
tains  in  the  north  of  Germany* 

Emerging  from  this  wood  we  now  passed  two  solitary 
dwellings,  forester's  houses.  Here  my  communicative 
young  friend ,  whose  local  knowledge  seemed  extensive , 
related  to  me  a  melancholy  story  connected  with  the  fate 
of  a  lovely  girl,. the  daughter  of  a  most  respectable  forest 
inspector 5  and  who  from  disappointment  in  her  affections, 
a  short  time  back  had  shot  herself,  and  whose  remains 
were  found  some  days  after  her  decease  in  a  wood  near 
to  this  spot.  There  was  something  peculiarly  interesting, 
from  the  simple  recital  of  my  guide ,  in  the  story  of  this 
lovely  sufferer,  and  touching  in  the  extreme  in  the  fidelity 
of  her  dog. 

In  the  misery  of  her  parents ,  the  distress  of  the  fa* 
mily ,'  and  the  general  anxiety  of  all ,  not  only  of  her 
friends,  but  of  all  classes  of  society,  during  three  days 
of  heart  rending  suspense  ,  that  no  tidings  could  be  heard 
of  the  much  loved  daughter,  the  absence  of  the  dog  had 
passed  unheeded  by:  but  as  on  the  evening  of  the  third 
day  the  faithful  animal ,  whining  at  the  door  of  his  home 
obtained  admission,  and  though  famished  in  appearance 
refused  all  food,  the  attention  of  all  was  attracted 
towards  him. 

After  alternately  looking  in  the  face  of  his  master , 
and  then  at  the  door ,  but  without  effecting  his  object , 
the  dog  seized  the  coat  of  his  master  between , his  teeth, 
shook  it  violently ,  and  moaning  piteously ,  drew  the  as- 
tonished father  towards  the  door ,  who  thus ,  with  others 
was  induced  to  follow,  the  always  whining  animal.  I 
need  hardly  add  to  the  sad  remains  of  the  once  fair, 
but  hapless  maid.  But  few  days  o'er ,  the  faithful  dog 
too  died.     Might  not  humanity,  gentle  reader,  think  you, 
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sometimea  profit  from    a    lesson  such   na   tliis^    and  leant 
fidelity  from  a  do(]^.     In  the  loTe  of  this  poor  girl  and  its 
fatal    effects   there  was  something  very  romantic,    in  fact 
something*    analogous    vrith    the    general    character   of  the 
German    nation.      They    are  romantic  in    love ,    in   friend- 
ship,, in  conversation 9    in  music,   and  in  the  writings  of 
the  learned ,  or  those  making  no  pretentions  to  literature ; 
in  truth ,    poetry   and   music   seem   to  unite  to  keep  alive 
the  feeling    of  romance  in  the  hahits  of  the  people ;    nay 
their   very    language  in  its    application  to  all  the  relative 
situations  of  life ,  must  convince  any  observer  of  the  truth 
of  this  position.  In  proof  of  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  he 
in  a  mixed  society ,  and  listen  to  their  conscrsation ,  and 
you  instantly  discover  in  the  confidential  duy  ihou,    with 
which   the    betrothed    addresses    the  object  of  his  attach- 
ment, (with  us  it  would  be  thought  indecorous),  and  the 
like  familiar  appellation  of  the  maiden,  whereby,  she  shews 
the    situation   of   her   heart ,    the    same  from  the  husband 
to  his  wife,    parent  to   his  child,    and  which  is  observed 
by    all    parties    professing    friendship  for  each   other,    as 
the  characteristic    proof   of  their  regard  and  the  bond  of 
fidelity  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

Romance  is  the  prevailing  feature  of  their  drama ;    the 

4 

saws,  legends  and  ballads  of  the  country  abound  in  ro- 
mance !  romance  (it  may  seem  strange),  is  the  basis  of  their 
love,  and  the  foundation  of  their  friendship,  but  as  gene- 
rally I  believe  both  to  be  grounded  in  truth,  and  cemented 
in  affecHon,  the  feeling  is  generally  durable,  and  the 
result  productive  of  mutual  satisfaction. 

Down  a  steep  hill  rendered  slippery  by  the  rain  of  the 
previous  day,  we  now  proceeded,  with  some  difficulty,  to 
the  village  of  Marienthal ,  on  entering  which  we.  were 
attended  by  a  civil  peasant  of  whom  we  enquired  the 
way ,  to  the  parsonage-house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  F  — .  After 
diverse  applicalions  by  fist  and  heel  to  the  door,  (for  the 
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luxury  of  a  hcU  is  unknown  in  this  retired  spot),  the 
Rey.  gentleman ,  such  I  afterwards  found  he  was ,  put  his' 
head,  protected  by  a  cotton  night  cap,  that  had  I  believed 
once  been  white ,  out  of  an  upper  window ,  and  demanded 
my  business.  This  in  a  few  words  explained  brought  down 
the  pastor  of  this  Hltle  cure.  Whether  it  was  that  he 
was  put  out  of  sorts  by  being  interrupted  in  the  xoncoction 
of  his  sermon  for  the  following  day,  whether  the  unshorn 
state  of  his  chin  ,  or  the  inelegant  negligee  of  his  (person, 
displayed  before  a  stranger ,  discomposed  him ,  I  hnow 
not ,  but  for  a  young  man  of  high  intellectual  attainments 
and  learning,  (a  character  too  distinguished  for  urbanity 
of  manners ,  and  amiable  feeling),  his  reception  was  cer- 
tainly more  uncourteous  than  generally  I  had  met  with ; 
but  the  fact  is  I  had  been  spoiled  by  the  universal  cour- 
tesy and  hospitable  manners  of  all  classes  of  society,  and 
therefore  mere  civility  no  longer  satisfied  me  ;  and  after 
all  perhaps  the  fault  may  have  been  in  myself,  my  own 
manners  may  have  been  as  little  pleasant  as  my  application 
was  noisy.  I  was  told  in  reply  to  my  request,  to  see  the 
church ,  that  I  must  address  myself  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  parish,  living  near  the  same,  and  possessing  the  key. 
In  the  young  wife  of  the  parson,  who  witli.a  child  in 
her  arms  had  joined  us ,  there  seemed  also  a  desire  to  be 
rid  of  me 5  though  in  the  features  of  her  face  I  imagined 
I  could  trace  Gemiithlichkeit  struggling  with  female  vanity 
—  her  dress  was  not  arranged  for  the  reception  of  com- 
pany. J  fancy  Saturday  as  regards  the  adornment  of  the 
person  is  an  unfavourable  day  with  the  learned  of  Ma- 
rienthal  for,  «like  master  like  man,«  the  pedagogue  carried 
on  his  chin  a  crop  of  some  days  growth,  and  was  hardly 
to  be  distinguished  from  the  peasant  of  the  village,  except 
by  the  more  refined  manner  of  evincing  his  good  feeling, 
his  sensible  remarks ,  and  pipe  of 'greater  length  than  that 
of  his  neighbours.  " 
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Of  all  religious  edifices  I  ever  beheld,  in  which  divine 
service  was  performed,  this  certainly  was  the  most  wretched ; 
the  lofty  windows  were  almost  all  boarded  up,  save  where 
age  had  decayed  this  protection  from  the  weather  and  left 
an  opening  for  the  admission  of  the  winds  of  heaven.  On 
entering  this  scene  of  desolation  ,  reyerence  for  the  doc- 
trine promulgated  within  its  ancient  walls  induced  me  to 
uncover  my  head,  but  instantly  I  was  cautioned  to  replace 
my  hat,  the  place  being  so  damp  and  unhealthy,  that  the 
congregation  never  ventured  to  expose  the  bare-head  within 
the  precincts  of  the  church. 

The  ice-cold  drop  sparkling  through  the  thick  green 
mould  on  its  walls  and  floor,  verified  the  truth  of  my 
companion's  assertion,  and  the  damp  noxious  efiluYia 
throughout  the  edifice  was  proof,  true  as  the  gospel  preach- 
ed within  this  holy  fane ,  that  to  tarry  long  beneath  its 
roof  was  to  risk  the  preservation  of  one's  health.  I  there- 
fore hastily  surveyed  two  monuments  of  peculiar  beauty  , 
the  chief  objects  of  attraction  to  the  spot ;  the  one  was 
erected  to  the  memory  of  the  reigning  Counts  of  Falken- 
stein,  Oberstein  and  Bruch  in  Switzerland,  who  it  seemed 
reigned  very  much  beloved  (so  the  monument  records), 
by  all  for  55  years  the  other  to  his  children. 

On  this  monument  the  Count  is  represented  in  complete 
armour,  in  a  kneeling  position  with  his  wife,  while  oppo- 
site to  him  his  two  brothers,  knights  in  armour  are  por- 
trayed. This  monument  is  dated  1370,  our  Saviour  on 
the  cross  divides  the  parties.  It  seems  there  were  three 
branches  of  this  family ,  one  protestant ,  and  two  catholic. 

The  other  monument  represents  the  seven  children  of 
this  Count,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  died 
before  the  Count.  Over  this  group  of  saints,  (as  they 
are  denominated,)  a  child  is  represented  as  sleeping,  having 
for  its  pillow  a  human  skull,  and  holding  an  hourglass, 
which  in   its    sleep   seems   dropping   from  its    hand;    the 
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motto  ((Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me  aad  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.)*  The 
supporters  of  this  memento  mori,  are  a  brace  of  good  look- 
ing carp,  labile  diverse  coats  of  arms  and  crests,  orna- 
ment and  encircle  the  whole;  one  of  the  latter  a  knight's 
helmet  surmounted  by  a  cap  and  bells,  wsls^  I  presume 
the  crest  of  the  fool  of  the  Count's  family 

The  family  of  the  Counts  of  Falkenstein  resided  at  the 
castle  of  that  name  about  tfvo  miles  distant  from  this  place, 
and  which  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  presently  des- 
cribing.  These  two  really  fine  specimens  of  sculpture, 
are  in  a  state  of  perfect  fepair,  but  not  at  all  indebted 
to  the  taste  of  the  talented  artist,  who  modernised  the 
family  party ,  by  giving  to  the  whole  group  eyes  of  as 
many  different  colours  as  there  are  individuals  represented* 
It  is  a  pity  that  two  such  monuments  should  be  suffered 
to  remain  in  such  a  wretched  place ,  and  that  being  there, 
they  should  be  so  completely  hid  'from  view  in  a  dark 
corner  of  the  church ,  under  the  gallery  supporting  the 
organ.  It  is  the  more  astonishing  as  this  family  were 
nearly  allied  to  the  imperial  house  of  Austria ,  being  a 
branch  of  the  Habsburgs  and  originally  came  from 
Switzerland. 

By  the  only  date  extant  on  the  East  wall  of  the  church 
I  ascertained  it  was  erected  in  1478.  On  looking  round 
the  church  before  my  departure,  I  missed  my  little  guide^ 
who  I  found  seated  on  a  grave -stone  in  the  church-yard, 
evidently  far  from  well.  I  tried  to  persuade  him  to  take  * 
some  refreshment ,  but  he  declined ;  and  after  thanking 
the  very  civil  schoolmaster  for  his  attention  we  departed 
for  Falkenstein. 

Pointing  to  the  small  remains  of  an  old  square  building 
at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  n^ountain ,  and  which  the  boy  called 
the  Mord  Knmmer  y  he  said  he  never  passed  the  spot 
without   thinking    of   the    story    connected    with    its    fast 
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remain^  of  a  parrapet  wall  erected  on  the  most  precipitous 
part  of  the  rod ,  I  cast  my  eyes,  too  greedy  to  dwell 
on  one  beauty,  on  the  majesty  of  the  whole  scene  before 
me.  Ag^itated  by  a  g^ale,  precursor  of  a  coming  storm, 
the  murky  vapour  floating;  through  the  valley  at  my  feet, 
gave  to  the  mountains,  rock,  and  forests,  a  seeming  world, 
detached  and  floating  in  the  air,  till  as  the  exhalations 
fast  arose,  (it  seemed  enchantment's  act),  the  moun« 
tain's  base,  embedded  in  the  mist  was  shrouded  from 
the  sight,  and  as  the  vapour  veiled  the  body  of  the  giant 
hill,  the  lovely  valley  broke  upon  the  view,  while  o'er 
the  summit  of  the  mist  alone  the  mountain  top  appeared. 
At  length  the  charming  valley,  far  as  the  vision,  strained 
in  its  eflbrts  to  attain  its  utmost  windings ,  broke  on 
the  view  ,  which  in  its  wide  expanse  embraced  the  lofty 
mountain,  and  the  smiling  plain,  the  lowly  shrub,  and 
forest  oak ,  hills  clothed  with  verdure  ^  dales  rich  in 
corn,  while  mid  the  beauties,  nature,  (lavish  in  her  gifts) 
bad  spread  arounil ,  the  village ,  hamlet ,  or  the  solitary 
farm ,  the  lowly  mill  fed  by  the  humble  stream ,  the 
slow  paced  ox  with  measured  step  drawing  the  cumbrous 
plough,  ttil  landman  toiling  o'er  the  parched  earth,  impart- 
ed life  and  vigour  to  a  scene  the  loveliest  —  but  in  the 
contemplation  of  a  present  beauty  we  are  apt  to  forget 
that  which  before  had  filled  the  mind  with  admiration. 

I  was  awakened  from  the  dream  of  delight  in  which 
the  contemplation  of  a  scene,  as  strange  as  it  was  lovely^ 
bad  absorbed  my  every  thought,  by  an  appeal  to  my 
benevolence,  and  turning  to  the  applicant  I  beheld  an 
object ,  so  wretched ,  that ,  I  fear ,  more  from  a  desire 
to  be  rid  of  a  being,  loathsome,  as  was  all  else  around 
lovely,  I  gave  her  a  few  kreutzers,-  and  bid  her  leave  me. 

While  pondering  o'er  the  majesty  of  nature,  and  won- 
dering how  the  same  Almighty  power  that  called  into 
life  a  scene  so  exquisite  as   that  before   me ,     could   give 
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existence  to  a  misshapen  wretch  like  that  which  still 
stood  near  mo ,  a  violent  peal  of  thunder ,  which  seemed 
to  shake  the  very  rock  on  which  I  stood,  veiled  in  dark- 
ness ,  almost  unnatural ,  the  lovely  scene ,  which  seeming 
magpie  had  produced. 

My  youDgp  guide  on  whom  the  surrounding;  scenery 
seemed  not  to  have  the  same  effect  as  on  myself,  had 
for  a  considerable  time  rivetted  his  eyes  on  some  object 
in  the  village  below ,  and  on  my  questioning  him  as  to 
the  cause  of  such  seeming  interest,  he  pointed  to  the 
gathering  clouds  above  us ,  declared  his  belief  ere  long 
it  would  rain  in  torrents,  and  then,  pointing  to  a  parti- 
cular part  of  the  village,  said,  uSee  you  yon  house  Sir, 
that  is  the  village  -  inn ,  I  was  thinking  there  would  be 
better  shelter  there ,  than  here  amid  these  roofless  walls, 
besides  I  think  you  must  be  hungry. » 

There  was  so  much  truth  in  the  boy's  observation  that 
I  took  the  hint,  and  descending  from  the  castle  Vas  soon 
seated  at  the  table  of  the  village  inn ;  there  are  four  in 
this  retired  spot,  the  one  though  that  attracted  the  boy's 
attention  I  rejected.  1  selected  for  myself,  my  magnet 
being ,  in  the  window-seat  of  the  house ,  (  not  the  land- 
lady, but),  a  couple  of  geraniums,  which  though  in 
pots  so  much  the  worse  for  wear  as  to  render  necessary 
the  protection  of  twine  to  keep  them  together,  and  a 
rough  box  of  mignionette,  convinced  me  my  quarters 
would  be  better. 

As  in  the  magnificent  operations  of  the  Creator  I 
feel  my  thoughts ,  through  every  impulse  of  my  heart 
raised  in  gratitude  and  adoration  to  that  Almighty  source 
from  whence  all  the  inestimable  blessings  proceed  by 
which  we  are  surrounded  ,  so  in  the  tempest  1  feel  the 
majesty  of  his  power  ,  as  in  the  minutest  of  his  works 
I  view  his  all  wise  and  beneficent  nature ,  and  in  my 
heart  admit,  that 
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A  nest  of  hn^ks.  Saiv  of  the  Hord  -  Kammer.  Value  of  raiu.  A 
sorry  ar^^ment  against  charity.  An  outcast.  Peaceful  retreat.  A 
fruitful  Tale.  Bambero^  castle.  Saw  of  Bamberg.  Ebernburg  ferry. 
National  feeling.  A  knapsack  no  recommendation.  Greuznach.  Re- 
mains of  a  Roman  town  or  fort.  Antiquities.  The  Hauzenberg. 
The  Ganz.  An  effect  almost  magic*  Rheingrafenstein.  A  w^an- 
dering  melodist.  Ebernburg.  Franz  von  Sickingen.  A  brave  and 
faithful  servant.  The  Saline  works.  Hospitality  united  with  beauty. 
Pardonable  national  pride.  The  drama.  Advice  to  managers. 
Ebernburg  by  candle  light.     Greuznach. 

WW  e  now  repassed  the  castle ;  brief  was  the  record  of 
its  formed  greatness.  My  companion  knew  not  by  whom, » 
or  when  it  was  erected,  bat  that  it  had  belonged  to  the 
noble  family  of  Falhenstcin ;  that  while  some  of  the 
members  of  that  noble  house,  had  at  times  at  his  bidding 
led  their  vassals  forth  to  fight  the  battle  of  their  liege- 
lord  (the  Emperor),,  others  not  so  disposed  for  wholesale 
war ,  and  who  'stead  ambition  rather  lucre  sought ,  pre- 
ferred the  retail  occupation  and  lay  in  wait  for  plunder, 
and  enriched  themselves  with  what  the  wealthy  had  to 
spare.  At  times ,  such  was  the  lawless  deeds  these  rohber 
knights  performed ,  that  more  than  once ,  joined  with  the 
peasants  of  the  country,  each  town  sent  forth  its  men -at 
arms  to  attempt  the  capture  of  this   nest  of  robbers. 

Vain  was  each  effort  force  or  courage  made,  till  urged 
by  jealousy  ,    a  .  peasant ,    who^e   wife  the  brother  of  the 
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chieftain  of  the  band  had  forced  from  her  home ,  to  share 
his  hated  fate ,  secretly  conveyed  such  tiding^s  to  the 
much  injured  man,  as  enabled  him  to  entrap  the  spoiler. 
A  trusty  few  who  many  a  night  had  laid  in  ambush  for 
the  knight,  assailed  him  on  his  home's  return,  hurried 
him  to  the  Mord-Kammer  (built  for  the  purpose,  and  before 
alluded  to),  where  o'er  a  heap  of  burnings  lime  they  watched 
the  torture  of  their  victim ,  and  joyed  them  in  the  slow 
progress  of  expiring  life.  Clad  in  the  dress ,  the  spoiler 
of  his  earthly  happiness  had  worn,  and  tended  by  his 
friends ,  who  had  assumed  the  garments  of  their  foes ,  the 
party  now  approached  the  castle  of  the  knight,  who  naught 
suspecting  of  the  coming  storm ,  admitted  those  who  ne'er 
had  else  obtained  admission  to  his  castle.  For  attack 
quite  unprepared  the  band  were  soon  o'erpowered ,  and 
from  that  day  the  family  of  Falkenstem  ceased  to  exist. 
The  castle  and  its  rich  domains  fell  to  the  state ,  and  was 
garrisoned  by  the  troops  of  the  empire,  till  the  enlightened 
king ,  the  great  Gustarus  ,  burst  the  bonds  of  fanaticism 
assunder  with  which  intolerance  had  sought  to  fetter  man, 
insured  the  nation's  freedom,  and  bid  the  creature  wor- 
ship his  Creator  as  his  heart  and  understanding  taught  him. 
The  rain  now  fell  in  torrents  as  we  crossed  over  the 
high  lands  commanding  the  village ,  castle,  and  the  beauti- 
ful valley ,  with  its  perpendicular ,  and  o'erhanging  rock  , 
its  lofty  mountains ,  hills  with  sloping  woods  and  verdant 
plains ,  and  as  I  entered  on  our  left  a  wood  ,  I  turned  to 
take  a  last  and  lingcriilg  look,  for  I  could  hardly  tear 
myself  away  from  a  scene  so  lovely.  My  guide  fortunately 
reminded  me  of  the  distance  I  had  to  go,  and  of  the 
rain;  this  last  observation  made  me  feel  for  my  poor  com- 
panion, and  for  his  new  cloth  cap,  now  covered  with  a 
handkerchief  tied  under  his  chin ,  and  I  repeated  my  offer 
of  half  my  umbrella.  The  good-natured  fellow  declined 
it,  repeating,    « that  he  was  too  much  delighted  with  the 
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Iieayenly  sbower ,  (a  strangfer  to  their  part  of  tho  country 
since  April  last) ,  to  wish  to  keep  off  one  drop  of  it  from 
the  thirsty  earth.  »  .  It  seemed  that  on  all  the  hills  around 
they'd  seen,  (to  the  landman),  the  golden  shower  des- 
cend, and  yet  so  had  the  mountain's  heights  attracted  the 
rain  as  to  delude  the  resident  of  the  valley  from  the 
I  blessing ,  and  consequently  the  corn  and  pasturage ,  their 
chief  dependence  here,  having  in  th^se  mountain  regions* 
no  vines,  was  short. and  unpromising;  their  cattle  were, 
he  said,  almost  starving  from  want  of  provender  and  had 
far  to  go  in  search  of  water.  / 

The    road    we    had   made    leading   by  seemingly  little 
frequented  foot  paths ,  through  woods  ,  o'er  hill  and  dale 
was  so  intricate,  that  without  a  guide  it  would  have  been 
impossible    to    have  threaded  its  mazes  ,    and  on  quitting  ' 
the  shade ^    (not   the  protection  of  a  thick  wood,    for  the 
rain    perforated  through   this    arbour  formed  by  nature,) , 
we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  remains  of  Rupertseck,  a  castle 
destroyed   by   the  Imperialists  as  my  guide  informed  me , 
to   prevent  its    affording   an  asylum  to'  the  Swedes  in  the 
thirty    years    war.      Crossing    an    extensive    break    of  mi- 
serable corn,    and  traversing  another  wood,    we  now  ap- 
proached one  of  the  prettiest  new  built  houses  ^  belonging 
to    a    forester  I   had  seen  in  Germany.     Its  white  washed 
walls,  slated  roof,  good  window  frames,  fresh  paint,  (a 
luxury   in   this    country),    quite   delighted  me.     Passing  a 
solitary   farm   house  called  Oberhoff,    and   its  lime  kilns, 
through    a    very    ropiantic  country ,    we    left    a  miniature  t 
but,  as  my  guide  informed  me,  oppulent  hamlet  on  our  left 
called  Schmalfeldt,  and  on  our  right  another,  Foxes-hoff, 
(seemingly    a  favourite  name  here),    and  again  entered  a 
wood  a   little    in    advance    of  us.     Here    though   not  dis- 
posed to  waste  my  valuable  time ,  I  was  nevertheless  per- 
suaded to   make    a  halt,    for   my  companion  assured    me, 
«  the  rain  which  now   descended  in  torrents,  he  was  sure 
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ivould  coon  cease ,  it  could  not  long  continue  thus ,  it 
ivas  a  clearing  shower.  »  I  took  his  advice ,  and  we  both 
took  from  my  wallet  a  glass  of  schnaps,  alias  brandy, 
to  fortify  us ,  and  in  a  few  minutes  as  he  prognosticated 
the  rain  partially  ceased,  the*  atmostphere  brightened  a 
little,  and  we  emerged  from  beneath  our  shelter,  a 
stately  oak. 

Shielding  myself  as  well  as  I  could  with  my  umbrella 
I  advanced.  Owing  to  the  position  in  which  I  held  this 
useful  appendage  to  the  foot  traveller's  goods  and  chatties, 
I  was  not  aware  of  the  approach  of  any  one  till  in  a  mise- 
rable tone  of  voice  1  was  petitioned  for  charity.  There 
are  I  am  well  aware  many  arguments ,  even  by  philan- 
throphists  advanced  against  indiscriminate  alms  giving, 
but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  the  reasons  adduced  against 
charity  are  generally  multiplied  if  the  object  requiring  it, 
happens  to  lay  claim  to  your  pity  just  as  you  are  exposed 
to  a  pelting  shower  of  rain;  each  argument,  prudential, 
and  unfeeling,  is  immediately  brought  to  bear  against  the 
poor  wretch ,  but  certainly ,  that  which  in  his  forlorn , 
his  houseless  situation  should  advocate  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  too  frequently  militates  against  the  man, 
and  closes  the  avenues  to  the  heart.  Such  I  fear  was 
my  own  case  on  this  occasion.  It  rained  violently  ,  the 
wind  blew  a  stiff  gale ,  both  my  hands  were  in  requisi- 
tion ,  and  my  coat  was  close  buttoned  over  the  piocket  in 
which  was  my  purse.  I  was  about  to  deny  admission  ta 
charity  which  knocked  hard  at  the  portal  of  my  breast , 
when  my  companion ,  overcoming  all  these  difficulties , 
extended  the  hand  of  charity,  —  a  look  —  but  never 
mind  the  look,  though  I  did,  —  caused  me  to  relax  into 
better  feelings  as  I  relaxed  the  whalebone  of  my  umbrella, 
and  opening  my  coat,  as  I*  did  my  heart,  I  extracted 
from  my  pocket  a  small  silver  coin,  gave  it,  and  received 
in  return   a   more   heartfelt   benediction  than  is  generally 
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administered  by  those  who  are  far  better  paid  for  bless- 
ing us. 

I  never  felt  more  at  ease  with  myself,  than  when  I 
learnt  from  my  guide  that  the  poor  fellow  was  indeed  an 
object  deserving  of  charity,  and  that  I  had  not  allowed 
either  prudence ,  or  convenience  to  gain  the  ascendency 
over  the  better  feelings  of  the  heart.  Simple  was  the 
story  of  the  mendicant,  simply  was  it  told. 

It  seemed  in  early  life ,  (the  man  might  be  about  fifty^ 
perhaps  was  not  so  much  ,  for  afiliction  ploughs  deep  its 
furrows  in  the  human  face),  he  had  loved  a  village  maid 
some  two  or  three  years  younger  than  himself,  he  thought 
himself  beloved  too  in  return.  Of  an  cheerful  open  dis- 
position ,  lively  in  his  rustic  wit ,  the  boy  could  dance 
and  sing,  was  able  to  amuse  the  village  throng,  thus 
society  led  him  too  often  to  indulgence  in  a  cheerful  glass. 
Flattered  and  caressed,  vanity,  that  insidious  canker  which 
preys  upon  the  human  heart  as  the  insect  in  the  bud, 
soon  led  the  boy  to  ruin  and  despair. 

The  boy  'tis  said  loved,  sincerely  loved,  yet  was  so 
blinded  by  the  adulation  of  his  friends  ,  that  unable  to 
resist  the  temptation  which  society  offered  for  the  en- 
couragement of  his  vanity,  he  soon  caused  the  object  of 
his  love  to  feel  he  slighted  her.  The  result  was  soon 
perceptible  in  the  manner  of  the  fair.  Made  to  believe 
by  a  false  friend  of  her  lover  that  his  slights  proceeded 
from  affection  to  another ,  she  determined  to  evince  how 
little  his  neglect  affected  her,  by  seeming  to  encourage 
the  addresses  of  a  rival ,  a  rich  farmer  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Old  enough  to  be  her  .father,  and  in  person 
and  manners  most  repulsive,  she  elitertained  a  feeling  of 
aversion,  not  to  be  defined,  for  the  man;  but  still  she 
was  persuaded  to  seem  to  listen  to  his  addresses,  hoping 
thereby  to  regain  the  youth,  as  the  false  friend  assured 
her  such  conduct  would  effect. 
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TLe  cooloess  of  the  maid,  by  hints  well  nianaged,  was 
made  to  appear  as  resultind^  from  an  attachment  for  his 
more  wealthy  rival ,  and  opportunity  was  taken  when 
heated  by  liquor,  and  excited  by  the  insinuations  whis- 
pered in  his  ear ,  to  inflame  his  imagination ,  that  he 
swore,  «were  bat  his  odious  rival  there  he  would  »  —  'twas 
the  long  wished  for  moment ,  the  snare ,  too  well  ar- 
ranged ,  too  well  succeeded ;  his  rival ,  led  by  artifice  to 
the  fatal  spot  entered  as  he  spoke.  Proud  of  his  seeming 
triumph  o'er  the  young,  the  gay,  tjie  handsome  boy,  he 
could  not  forbear  a  coarse  unmanly  jest  against  the  youth: 
one  angry  word  produced  its  fellow,  till  trusting  in  his 
giant  strength,  the  fellow  struck  the  lad.  Swift  -as  light- 
ning he  assailed. his  foe,  they  struggled,  fell,  —  a  knife 
was  in  his  hand,  how  it  came  in  his  possession  no  one 
knew ,  but  'twas  since  surmised  .  his  treacherous  fjciend 
had  placed  it  in  his  way,  be  this  as  it  may,  it  caused 
the  death  of  the  rival  of  the  youth. 

After  a  vain  attempt  on  his  trial  to  extract  a  word 
from  the  poor  boy ,  whose  mental  faculties ,  seemed , 
since  the  fatal  day  to  have  sunk  almost  into  idiocy  9  he 
was  declared  guilty,  but  being  recommended  to  mercy, 
was  sentenced  only  to  five  years  confinement.  This 
period  passed  he  returned  to, his  native  village,  aii  out- 
cast amid  the  companions  of  his  happier  days.  The.^ay, 
the  loved  of  all ,  the  courted ,  the  handsome  youth ,  had, 
from  long  association  with  the  licencious  and  the  wicked, 
acquired  the  habits  of  depravity  common  to  the  worthless. 
Slovenly,  even  to  filthiness  in  his  appearance,  bo  longev 
could  be  traced  the  once  open.,  fine  features  of  the  hand- 
some yovth,  and  instead  of  the  adulation  of  fg^mer  friends, 
meeting  with  nothing  but  eonteiiipt  ^ ,  be  fle^  jn  .despera- 
tion from  one  haunt  of  infamy  toianother, .seeking  in  vain 
in  th^  intoxicating  cup  partis^l.for^etfal^ess  of  his  mi$ery|| 
for    evc^   in   his    moments,   of  inc^j|*ie^y    1^^,  \y.0"W  wi^^ly 
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start  from  his  seat ,    and  ivkile  scaldingp  tears  were  trick- 
ling down  Ms  checks  woald  in  his  misery  exclaim: 

«  Oh  God !  was  I  horn  for  this ,  to  herd  with  snch 
associates?  oh!  that  1  had  but  a  friend,  one  who 
despising^  the  prejudices  of  an  unfeeling  world,  would 
dare  to  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  to  a  ci^lprit 
such  as  I  feel  1  am ,  and  lead  me  hack  to  virtue  and 
myself!  » 

Defiladed ,   defipised  ,  a  poor  outcast  I  roam , 
Estranged  froin  the  joys   of  my  once  happy  home , 
la  my  (j^ief  I  review  the  loyed  sceaes  of  my  youtli , 
'Wben  hless'd  ia  possession  of  virtue  and  truth. 

Oil !  cursed  he  the  wine  that  my  reason  subdued , 

IVlieu  maddened  hy  falsehood  thi6  hand  1  imbued 

In  the  hlood  of  n  riyal ,  whose  lore  I  was  told 

Prefered  was  by  Hary,  for  splendour  and  gold!  ^ 

That- wretch  who  through  falsehood  beguiled  me,  O!  flhame! 
The  demon  who  darkened  my  once  honest  name  , 
Now  liTcs  ,  O!  my  God!  in  the  love  of  the  maid 
For  whom  in  a  dungeon  these  limbs  lotag  have  laid! 

Yet  scoflTd  at  by  all »  as  in  mis*ry  I  roam , 
Some  feeling  has  still  in  my  bosom  its  home , 
Could  I  find  but  a  man,  who  in  pity  would  dare 
His  counsel  and  lore  with   a  culprit  to  share. 

Descending  a  road  down  which  the  rain  had  poured 
with  such  Tiolenct!  as  to  wash  the  stony  foundation  ,  and 
the  soil  from  the  hlEihks  on  Its  sides  into  the  valley  helotr^ 
we  crossed  a  small  bridge  leading  to  a  hill  on  the  oppo'->^ 
site  side,  and  beheld  from'  lis  iiiiiiiDit  li  view  6f  UnMilA^ 
inon  loveliness,  its  character  thtitigh  Ivai  pai^lj"  pastntal, 
and  attuned  fo  peace  kkid  harmony ;  a  lovely  village'  called 
according  to  my  gnides  pronancialioa  Mannweile^  appehrdd 
embedded  ih  fruit -trees,  and  nearly  stlrronttd^d  by  gentle 
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accliyities,  some  clothed  with  timber,  others  with  laxuriant 
grapes  9  while  wide  outstretched  before  it,  a  chain  of 
meadows,  whose  (j^reen,  refreshed  by  the  rain,  was  lovely 
to  behold ,  stayed  for  a  moment  my  tired  stops.  As  I 
looked  on  this  charmingf  spot,  to  nie  it  seemed  the  home 
of  quiet  and  of  happiness  ,  the  Sun  sent  forth  a  watery 
ray  to  illume  the  scene »  and  add  new  beauties  to  the 
face  of  nature.  In  such  a  prospect  there  is  something 
tranquilizinop ,  I  felt  its  influence,  so  did  my  ^uide,  it 
increased  my  own  enjoyment,  and  added  some  few  kreutaers 
to  his  pay. 

Crossing  a  break  of  excellent  land  on  which  a  miller, 
the  good  condition  of  whose  horses,  and  the  excellence 
of  whose  implements  bespoke  how  profitable  had  been  his 
trade,  or  the  toll  from  the  sacks  of  his  neighbours,  taking 
advantage  of  the  rain  they  had  had,  was  at  work  witb 
harrow  and  roll  to  crush  the  stubborn  clods ,  we  now 
descended  into  the  fruitful  vale,  whose  bills,  luxuriant  in 
the  clustering  grape,  enclose  the  handsome  village  of  Alsens. 
In  this .  vale  ^  whose  refreshing  fruits  ,  and  vegetables , 
vied  in  their  growth  with  hemp  and  corn,  tbe  dwellers 
in  the  village  were  busily  employed  ih  cleaning  tbe  land 
between  the  rows  of  beet,  the  dark  leafed  potaloe ,  tb^ 
tender  bean,  or  creeping  pea,  a  work,  which  the  leng 
drought  bad  set  a  limit  to.  All  was  jsparkling  with  the 
pendant  drops  of  rain  still  hanging  on  the  vegetable  world, 
and  the  perfume  emitted  from  each  herb  and  plant,  was 
more  than  grateful  to  the  smell,  so  long  unused  to  such 
a  treat. 

At  the  public  house  I  gave  my  guide  some  refresh- 
ment ,  satisfied  him  as  well  in  bis  hunger ,  as  for  his 
safe  conduct,  shook  bim  by  his  labour  -  hardened  hand, 
and  with  my  knapsack  buckled  oip  my  back,  I  soon  felt 
I  bad  not  paid  my  guide  for  naught ,  and  bent  my  steps 
towards  CreutznacB. 

tt8* 
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I  here  heard  thftt  »  company  of  my  enterprising  coun- 
trymen had  purchased  la^t  year  a  quicksilver-mine  at  Ober- 
moschcl  near  this  place,  of  the  few  remaining  shareholders, 
the  shares  having  hecn  almost  worthless  for  years  past , 
and  that,  where  since  a  lengthened  period  hardly  a  man 
had  been  employed,  now  all  was  life  and  animation,  and 
the  profits  likely  to  remunerate  the  speculators  well , 
already  silver -ore  having  been  ibund  even,  beyond  the 
anticipations  of  the  present  proprietors.  A  more  enter- 
prising, a  more  industrious  nation  certainly  does  not  exist 
than  that  to  which  I  feel  it  the  highest  pride  to  belong. 

The  road  to  this  charming  place  lay  -through  a  valley 
romantically  beautiful,  and  the  dust  on  the  excellent 
chaussee  having  been  laid  by  the  welcome  rain,  the  air 
cooled  and  perfumed  by  the  tliousand  aromatic  herbs 
around,  in  fact  all  nature  refreshed,  afforded  a  delightful 
close  to  the  enchantment  of  this  day's  toiir.  I.  proceeded 
through  Hochstetten,  (I  am  not  celebrated  as  a  uomen- 
clator'I  fear,  when  I  only  write  from  the  oral,  in  formation 
of  the  peasants  of  the  country)^  ito  Bamberg..  .  Hare  the 
chaussee  etascd ,  but  heaps  of  rough  materials,  men  em« 
employed  in  lowering  hills,  filling  up  declivities,  and 
others  breaking  stoties.  by  the  side  of  a  recently  planned 
continuation  ef  the*  road,  with  carts*,  waggons,  barrows 
air  at  worky  indicwte  on  the  part  of  the  government  of.  Ba- 
varia the  intention  t»  complete,  as  far  as  its  .frontier  on 
the  Nahc,  this  greatest,  of  all  comforts  to  a  traveller,  a 
fjo^d  road«  .   . 

T  here  deviated  from  the  road,  and  with  a  boy,  I  en- 
gaged for  that  purpose,  ascencfed.  the:  veily..'«teep  sidjb  of 
the  rock  to  my  right,  <dn  whi'tih  the. extensite  ruins  of-OlA 
Bamberg  stand.  This  is  no  easy  laBk  at  any  time  y  but  to 
a  man  who  had  already  walk^  twelve  hours ,  .or  thirty 
six  miles  during  the  day ,» becomes,  a  most  arduous  uad^rit 
taking.      The    survey    of  these   magnifijceni    ruins    thaugb 
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amply  repaid  me  for-  th43  trouMe  >iii'  ^so^ndiog  Ae  rock , 
r^uiid  a  par4  o^  wltich^  t^ef  not  easy  acecrssibi^  path.  Icadt- 
•'•No  very  authentic  inforikiatioii'  4  s  to  be  obtained  of 
the  faistovy •  of  the  castle  or  its  inhabitants,  biit  «ci!drd^ 
ing  to  ancient  traditions  it  was  erected  by  the  Bangfiraves 
of  Boimberg  or  Bamberg^  like  thstt  bf  the  Wildgi'aves , 
descended  it  seems  iVom  the  Gonnts  of  the-  Nahegdn , 
who  shall  have  had  great  possessions  in  the  country. 

In  1242  it  is  nn record  that  the  Baugraf  Bobert  erected,' 
in  a  distance  of  fiv^e  miles  from  this  castle  and  nearer 
Alzey,  a  castle  which  he  denominated  Neu-Biiml>erg,  from 
which  circumstance  this  strong  place  acquired  the  appel- 
lation of  Old  Bamberg.  The  history  of  Bamberg  is  summed 
up  in  a  few  words.  The  last  of  the  above  family  named 
Otho,  sold  his  possessions  in  1473  to  the  Count  palatine 
Frederick  I,  and  in  1596*  it  came  as  inve&titure  to  Hart- 
man  of  Kronberg ,  and  ftfter  the  extinction  of  this  family 
to  the  Princes  of  Isenbnrg.  Old  Bamberg  was  destroyed 
by  the  French  in  iOBO. 

Near  to  these  noble  ruins  are  the  remains  of  another 
much  smaller  castle  ^  called  Trenenfels ,  but  of  which  w^ 
have  no  authentic  nccouni  whatever.  I' mn!cb  regretted  not 
huving  it  in  my  po^eiv  to  visit  the  mM>e  of'0}iel*moschc}$ 
before  mentioned,  for  1  heard  that  the  Plrotestant  ehurcti 
there  was  considered  woirthy  of  notice;  S*pe1afc{ng  of 
the  church,  I  must  here  remark  t>nihc'beffnty  and  Interest 
which  is  imparted  to  the  scene  betow  by  the  proximity 
of  the  old  Catholic  ,  and  new  Prdtestant  churches  in  the 
village  at  the  foot  of  the  rock.  '  I  shall  have  occasion 
hereai^er  to  remark  on  the  truly  Christian 'feeling  which 
eharacterizes  the  people  of  thi«  country,  in  the  total' 
absence  of  all  party  feelings  in  religious  matters,  it  not 
unfrcqucntly  happening  that  the  members  of  the  two  creeds 
alternately  perform  their  religious  duties  under  oti^  and 
the  same  roof.  '  ' 
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Wkal  embellishments  ilie  iuventive  wind  of  iiia»  may 
li«vf  given  to  tke  fplloiviA|f  Saw  it  may  no%v  ]^  difficult  to 
ascertain ,  and  if  accomplisbcd  would  scarce  repay  tlio 
tronlile,  hnt  founded  in  fact  seem  to  have  iiecn  tho  l<^ing 
features  of  the  folloiving  m0laiiclMi]y  sfate  of  a  member  of 
the  family  of  Bamberg. 

One  of  the  Counts  palatine  of  Ibellhine  suraameci  from 
the ,  following  story  •  Lewis  the  cruel  •  was  es(K>used  to 
Mary  of  Brabant ,  a  female  of  snrpa&silig  beauty ,  and 
whose  intellectual  endowments  were  only  to  be  equalled 
in  the  sweetness  of  temper,  and  the  amiability  of  her 
character.  In  fact  she  is  represented,  (as  far  as  perfection 
can  exist  in  the  human  character) ,  as  at  once  the  most 
lovely ,  virtuous ,  and  accomplished  of  her  sex. 

In  1256  Lewis  being  engaged  in  a  war  witb  some 
neighbouring  power,  and  attended  by  Henry  of  Bamberg 
as  his  companion  in  arms-,  a  nobleman  as  renowned  for 
bis  valour  as  he  was  celebrated  for  his  higb  and  chivalrous 
sense  of  honour ,  had  been  some  time  absent  from  his 
spouse  ,  when  Mary  having  occasion  to  write  to  her  lord, 
aent  at  tbe  same  time  a  friendly  letter  to  her  kinsman 
Henry,  wbo  had  been  the  friend  and  companion  of  ber 
youth ,  at  the  court  of  bei^  fatherw.  Tb^  one  letter  w«a 
staled  with  black,  the  other  witb  red  wax.,  that  tke 
courier,  ignorant  of  reading,  might  by  this  means  dia* 
tinguish  one  from  the  other,  and  deliver  them  according 
to  their  respectivo  addresses.  Unfortunately  an  exchange 
took  place ,  Lewis  receiving  tke  letter  intended  for  kis 
fri^nd^  who  misconstruing  several  expressions  in  the  epistle, 
j^uousy,  that  canker  of  the  heart's  repose  instantly  con* 
jnred  up  a  thousand^  groundless  suspicions  in  his  mind, 
and  nrged  him  to  the  commission  of  such  acts  ,  as  robbed 
bis  breast  of  every  earthly  happiness ,  and  for  ever  affixed 
to  bis  name  the  appellation  of  •  the  crnel. » 

Tbe  first  victim  of  his  rage  was  the  innocent  bearer  ^^ 
tke  letters.      He   then,    madman   like,    hastened   to    the 


SAW  OF  BAMBERG.  430 

CQiupIetion  of  ,a  tragedy  the  mQst  san^iinary  tkat  ever 
stained  the  fair  page  of  history.  .  Arrived  at  Donauwortlk^ 
IV  here  hU  lovely  and  ill -fated  wife  i^as  passing  the  me* 
lau eh oly  .boars  of  his  ahsence,  he  without  hesitation  plunged 
Ilia  sword  into  the  breast  of  the  Captain  of  the  guard,  wha 
$ame  on  the  bridge  to  meet  him>  and  as  if  every  ohjeet 
within  the  castle-walls  were  parties  in  his  snppcweit  wrongs^ 
in ,  the  anti  -  room  of  his  noble  latly ,  he  destroyed  with 
iJke  same  sword ,  still  reeking  ytiih  the  blood  of  another 
vietim  the  maid  of  honour  of  her ,  tvho  was  a  prototype 
of  honour's  self,  and  bursting  open  the  door  of  his  wife's 
private  apartment ,  he  destroyed  a  noble  dame ,  Helika 
of  Pennenberg ,  and  ejected  her  bleeding  body  from  n 
window  of  the  pastle ,  (which  still  is  pointed  out  to  the 
curious),  and  seizing  the  innocent  cause  of  such  sanguinary 
deeds  by  the  tresses  of  that  silken  hair,  he  had  so  often 
twisted  round  his  fingers  while  the  lovely  fair-one  played 
und  sang  to  him,  he  dragged  her  into  the  eourt-> yard > 
when  having  satiated  his  vengeance  by  mangling  her 
lovely  limbs  with  repeated  wounds ,  he  made  a  finish  of 
his  inhuman  deeds  by  plunging  his  steel  into  that  heart, 
which  so  dearly ,  so  intensely  loved  him. 

.  The  historian  does  not  record  what  was  the  fate  of 
the  Aheingraf^  whether  he  beeame  a  sacrifice  also  to  the 
jealousy  of  Lewis ,  but  that  the  innocence  of  both  was 
made  manifest  to  the  wretched  man  seems  an  undisputed 
fact  9  for  it  is  recorded ,  that  when  a  conviction  flashed 
aeross  his  mind,  the  effect  of  his  affliction  was  so  gre^^i, 
that  in  a  single  night  his  hair  became  grey,  and  in  his 
desire  to  expiate  his  misdeeds,  he  erected  the  Benedictine 
abbey  of  Fiirstenfels  ,  which"*  he  princely  endowed  >  and 
as  a  monk ,  with  the  by  -  name  of  the  «  cruel  »  he  died » 
liequeathing  vast  possessions  to  the  church. 

.  Within  a  short  distance  of  Bamberg  J  obtained  a  view 
i>f  the    once    mighty   fortress  of   Ebernburg.      Invincible 
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while  defended  by  the  renowned  Francis  von  Sichln^te , 
who  hrere  armed  in  the  holiest  of  air  canses ,  (hle$s*d 
liberty),  opposed  with  a  handfiil  of  noble  patriots  th9 
Hydra  of  despotism,  and  bravely  stem^  the  torrent  'of 
oppression.  Casting  my  eyes  to  the  right,  high  tof^^rin^ 
above  the  lovely  Nahe,  the  awe- creating  Grafehsteih  rears 
its  Tenerahle  front.  Tired'  as  I  was  from  a  jonri^y  of 
forty  miles,  o'er  mountain  top,  o*er  hill  and  dale,  I  yet 
regretted,  even  till  the  following  day,  leaving  places 
unexplored ,  which  dear  to  the  lover  of  antiquity  and  ro<^ 
mance,  are  hallowed  in  the  recollection  of  ihose  honoured 
patriots,  who  here  have  fought  the  battle  of  independence^ 
against  the  comhined  efforts  of  tymony  and  superstition. 

Reaching  the  ferry  of  the  Nahe  with  the  castle  of 
Ebernburg,  and  the  village  of  the  same  name  at  its  foot 
on  the  left,  Rheingrafenstein  on  the  right,  the  Ganz ,  a 
magnificent  rock  adjoining  it,  the  extensive  Saline  -  works, 
and  the  celebrated  Rothenstein  immediately  before  me ,  I 
crossed  the  rivcfr  in  a  hoat,  which,  by  a  rope  attached  to 
the  opposite  bank ,  the  boatman  drew  across.  Passing 
under  an  archway  formed  in  the  works  of  the  Saline  to 
Miinster ,  a  small  village  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  workmen 
belonging  to  the  same,  a  feeling  not  very  easy  to  be 
defined,  bnt  which^the  Germans  emphatically  call  Heimweh 
overcame  me. 

The  recollection  of  the  dear,  very  dear  friends  I  had 
left  in  Kugland,  scenes  of  past  happy  days  spent  in  their 
society,  and  acts  of  kindness  never  to  be  forgotten,  at  oneo 
crowded  Ob  my  recollection,  and  sunk  the  barometerof 
my  animal  spirits  many  degrees  below  composure.  Tbia 
too  from  such  a  trifle,  that  I  am  almost  ashamed^><to 
acknowledge  the  weakness,  but  true  it  is  the  salt  exba* 
lations  of  the  Saline ,  so  much  resembled  the  oft  inhaled 
breezes  o'er  great  Neptune's  home  ,  (that  bulwark  of  my 
native  land,   o'erwhicfa  her  fleets,,  the  nation's  pride  and 
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dread  of  Eng^land's  foes  triampliani  rtde) ,  that  it  fd^^ibly 
lyroag^bt  to  my  tardy  recollection ,  (save  ft  1i6n  the 'kindness 
of  the  associates  of  mj  youth  is  in  question)  Albibii^S' cliffs, 
that  an  involuntary  sigh  escaped  me'-'a^'I^ejaci^iated,  in 
remembrance  of  hei*  green  fields  ,  her  sniiHiig^  ifi^adi^  het' 
flowery  dales:  /•    .    .  ; 

Home  thou  source  of  surest  pleasure 
ETer  smiling,  ever  gay» 
Music  like  in  cheerful  measure 
l/Velcome  e*er  as  smiling  May! 
O^er  the  face  of  nature  streamiog, 
0*er  the  dew  ^^  bespangled  lawn » 
Here  the  Sun  in  rad*ance  beaming 
Galls  in  life  the  llow*rs  unborn ! 

At  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  we  reached 
another  Saline  where  houses  are  fitted  up  with  baths  for 
the  accommodation  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months  $ 
but  leaving  this  place  which  I  shall  bare  occasion  after- 
wards to  mention ,  and  not  in  the  most  cheerful  mood  I 
ever  experienced ,  I  arrived  at  eight  o'clock  in  Creutznach. 

A  wallet  strapped  to  the  back  is  no  very  great  recom- 
mendation to  a  first  rate  inn,  particularly  when  said  inn 
happens  to  be  pretty  full- and  a  long  day's  march  through 
dirty  roads  has  damped  the  lustre  of  Day  and*  Martin,  and 
attached  as  many  different  colours  to  the' trdwsers,  "as 
the  diverse  soils  o'er  which  the  traveller  may  baye  piit^ilw 
I  was  eyed  froin  head  to  foot  by^the  Golden  Eagle,  di^ 
more  properly  speaking  the  landlord  of  the  same,  for  a 
minute  or  two  before  in  answer  to  my  question,  as  to 
whether  I  could  have  a  bed  ,  I  was  given  to  understand, 
the  royal  bird  would  take  me  under  the  shadow  of  its 
wing. 

Having'  adorned  my  person^  as  well  as  my  limited 
wardrobe  admitted  of  my  doing,  I  joined  the  company  in 
the  supper   room ,    and    in   the  Gemiithliehkeit  of  GermaB 
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sooielj  soughl  to  gkak«  otf,  what  foreigueri  deoomiwale 
in  us  9  the  « spleen.  »  Be  it  what  it  may ,  if  in  «ia  it 
is  a  national  feeling,  it  is  one  of  %he  very  few  national 
characteristics  I  would  wish  to  have  aholished.  But  feiel* 
ing  hoff  inpossihle  it  was  to  get  rid  of  this  nightmare  of 
my  peace,  I  hastily  swallowed  my  Tcry  good  supper,  and 
taking  my  candle  retired  to  my  room,  where  haying  traos* 
crihed  from  my  note  hook,  into  my  journal  the  occurrences 
of  the  day ,  I  laid  me  in  my  welcome  hed. 

The  thoughts  that  had  so  haunted  me  during  the  past 
few  hours ,  totally  prevented  my  sleeping  till  after  mid- 
night, and  when  at  length  exhausted  nature,  combating 
against  excited  feelings,  gained  for  itself  the  mastery  in 
the  refreshing  sleep  that  gently  stole  upon  me ,  the  happy 
dream  of  bye  gone  days ,  tranquilized  my  agitated  spirits, 
and  I  awoke  refreahed  in  mind  and  body ,  and  by  five 
o'clock  was  seated  at  my  table  occupied  with  my  journal 
Cor  a  couple   of  hours. 

I  now  proceeded  to  the  jCxeellent  spring  which  on  the 
previous  evening  I  had  passed*  Close  by  this  most  ex- 
cellent mineral  water,  the  waters  of  the  Nahe  flow  tran- 
.  qnilly  along.  At  a  very  considerable  expcQce  the  inhalMr 
tanis  of  the  town  have  erected  a  barrier  ..of  free  stoxie 
against  the  encroachments  #f  the  riYejr,  and  a  well  for 
the  proleeiiou  of  the.  spring.'.-  The  walks  here  too  ar«; 
siwieicitly  pr.eitt|r,  and  agreeably  shaded  by  lofty  trees  for 
the  .aecommodation  of  the  ivisiiors  to  these  excellent  wjiters^ 
and  .4he  batbs  lieing  cottti^noHS  to -the.  spring ,  rend  era  it 
pecnJiarly  advantajg^eons  to  the  invalids.  lit  fact,  evei^  thing 
iS'd^ne  that  can  be  effected  by  the  inhabitants  for  the 
accommodaiion  and  comfort  of  the  visitors  to  this- daily 
increasing  resort  of  the  afflicted ,  the  lover  of  nature  and 
the  wanderer  in  'search  of  cheerful  society.  Having  drank 
a  couple  of  glasses  of  the  water,  I  returned,  to  my  inn  9 
liresatd ,  .took  my  eofiee  #i>d  f^t  .0  o'el^ock  proceeded  to  ikt 
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^ouse  of  wy  friend  Mr.  Fellaeiri  •  My  receptioii  by  ttiis  luoat 
friendly  and  very  intelligent  gentleman  more  ilian  realieed 
my  anticipations^  while  the  iniroductiioB  to  kis  amiaUe  lady 
added  another  to  the  long  list  of  delightful  women  ^  -with 
whom  it.  has  l»een  my.  good  fortune  to  become  aequainied; 
I  shonld  say  of  this  most  .cheerfaily  disposed  being, 'Ihati 
fhe  allowed  not  the  troubles  of  life  to  so^  wriaklcss  o'er 
her  brow,  but  laughed  her  happy  houra  away,  enjoying 
life,  and  dispensing  joy  on  all  around. 

My  frief^  immedi«4eTy  proposed  a  walk  with  bim  to 
see  the  lions  of  the  neighbourhood,  informing  me  that 
I  must  consider  myself  as  bis  guest  at  a  great  public 
dinner  to  be  held  this  day  at  the  Casino ,  where  I 
should  be  introduced  to  all  tke  grandees  of  Creutznach, 
and  that  1  must  attend  at  a  subsequent  ball  in  order  to 
feast  my  eyes ,  (  never  tired  of  the  beauties  of  nature ) , 
on  nature's  master-piece,  the  fair.  My  excuses  in  regard 
to  inappropriate  dress,  were  all  overruled,  and  I  was, 
without  any  great  fc»rce  being  put  upon  my  inclinations, 
obliged  to  acceed  to  his  wishes. 

We  new  proceeded  to  tke  Heidenmauer,  the  wall  of 
the  Heathens,  so  all  remnants  of  Roman  buildings  iore 
denominated  by  the  common  people.  These  remainej  of 
a  Roman  town,  (for  though  when  vl  examined  tkem'^tke 
impression  on  my  mind  was  that  they  alone  appertained 
to  a  oastellnm ,  I  am  since ,  from  the  subsequent  survey 
of  my  intelligent  friend  Mr.  Habel  convinced  they  belong^ed 
to  a  considerable  settlement),  are  situated-close  by  the  town, 
in  the  plain  between  Greuanach  and  Planig.  .  This  spot  has 
never  been  with  muck  care  and  attention  examined,  and 
yet  numerons  Urns,  Coin,  Arms  etc.,  have  in  a  super* 
ficial  survey  been  found ;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  long>  be 
allowed  to  remain  unexplored,  and  that  the  beaatiful  col* 
lection  of  antiquities  of  Wiesbaden,  through  the  indelatf'* 
gable    efforts    of  Mr.    Habel,     will   be   enriched    by    the 
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disooyertes  -made.  Tins  gentleman  hearing  tlMt  variolic 
objects  of-  interest  to  the  ^aptiqnarj  bad  been  discovered 
at  Plainigv"^c*it  about  Christmas:  tiine  to  the  QpQlt^'''>bnt 
nnfortunatclj  not  till  chief  jiart  of  the  bronze  and  iron 
vessels  had  been  melted  down;- but  those  specimens  which 
renUined '  el  early  indicated  how  exquisite  had  been  the 
workmanship  of  the  artists  who  constraeted  them  ^  a  doubt 
being  entertained-  whether  some  part  of  them  were  not 
even  of  Greek  origin.  This  discorerj  was  made  by  a 
peasant ,  digging  a  pit  in  a  £eld  near  to  a  spot ,  where 
some  •  years  back  similar,  antiquities  were  found  when 
constructing  a  new  line  of  road.  The  objects  of  interest 
purchased  by  Mr.  Habel  amounted  in  weight  to  110  pounds 
of  bronze  and  192  pounds  of  iron,  and  which  he  obtained 
of  a  collector  of  antiquities  of  Greuznach.  These  works 
of  art  9  now  enrich  the  already  aplendid  collection  in  the 
museum  of  Wiesbaden. 

I  fancy,  I  hear  some  of  my  readers  sarcastically  repeat- 
ing the  words ,  « enrich  and  splendid  collection , »  and 
asking  « what  of  beauty  there  can  possibly  be  fouad  in 
old  rusly  iron  arms,  and  tarnished  bronze  urns  and*Tes- 
sels , »  and  not  a  few  contemptuously  speaking  of  the 
calleetors  of  such  works  of  virtue  frequently'  denomiiiatin)^ 
them  ;as  insano ;  nay  recently  >  a  writer  in  a  woi'kr  ibe  •  ptot* 
feesed-'ierlijject.  of  whiehifUnas  ,  *  tb^.-en/c^icfen-:  the;,  worlds; 
eleganilyi-  deMuninaiiMd  th«  antiquary  «  a>  groper  after  old 
{lots  and  pans.»  •  Haw^  liUle^  can  the  contemner,  of*  the 
antiquarian,  estimate;  the  enjoyment  of  the  man.  of  ro^ 
search,  taste,  and  refinement,  when  through  his -laudable 
exertions  he  is  enabled  to  remove  the  veil  which'  shrouds 
many  historical  facts  in  darkness ,  and  which ,  if  they 
had  not  remained  quite  occult,  would,  but  for  his  research 
haye  been  left  in  doubt:  but  to  argue  with  the  wilfully 
blind  is  folly  almost  as  impenetrable  as  their  own. 


J.     l.'Lt  .  .'  t     :•. 
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«  About  Ihe  distance  of  six  miles  from  Crenznaeb  ^  be- 
tween the  villages  of  Farfeld  and  Wonsbeim  are  tbe 
remains  of  an  old  chapel ,  formerly  belonging  to  the  old 
castle  of  Uben,  (noMr  totally  demolished)  ,•  and  which 
are  so  beantiful  in  an  architectural  point  of  ricw ,  that  it 
would  be  a  source  of  considerable  regret  should  the  pre- 
sent proprietor  of  the  estate ,  a  worthy  farmer ,  unable  to 
estimate  the  beauty  of  the  bnildiiig,  also  condemn  it  (for 
the  value  of  the  rough  materials  it  would  produce,  if 
demolished),  to  destruction.  This  specimen  of  the  refined 
taste  of  our  forefathers  is  even  superior  to  the  beautiful 
chapel  at  Kiedrich. 

It  is  a  source  of  considerable  regret  that  in  this  most 
delightfully  situated  town , .  a  place  fast  rising  in  impor- 
tance as  a  bathing  place,  and  celebrated  for  its  mineral 
springs,  so  far  back  as  the  Romans,  should  not  pqsses  a 
public  collection  orthe  antiquities  of  that  warlike .  nation , 
but  that  the  curious  .in  such  matters  must  be  beholden  to 
tka  polite  attention  of  private  collectors,  (by  tha.jbye, 
always  in  this  country  e? inced  with  the  utinest  .urbaB^y), 
particularly  tts  every  effort-  should  be  made  to  amuse  the 
numerous  visitors  to  this  much  frequeqted  place. . 

Having  mentioned  my  friend's  views  of  this  vestige  of 
Roman .  architficture  I  shall,  now.  oaly  allude  to  the  infor- 
mation I  obtained.  It  is.  by  maj^y  maintained  that  formerly 
the  river  formed  a  cunve^  royud  this  spot  ^-^and  that  the 
Gastrum ,  or  town ,  stood  on  an  island  9  and  hence  was 
denominated  Stauroneaon,  Kren^insely  which  I  think 
though  may  have  with  greater  correctness  have  applied  to 
the  town  itself.  The  learned  in  such  matters  must  decide. 
The  hage  mass  4>f  masonry  still  e^Ltantl,  and  the /^un- 
datiwas  still-to  be.  easily  traced  ,;.  prove  not  aloiiej;  t^o 
eaitant  ^f  ike  Gastrum,  :to  bare  eoYer^d^^^n  obloqg  nquff^ve 
of  seven ;acres.  of  land ,  but  tn.  kaviQ  eii^tendfed:4)v«e.a  far 
greater  extent  of  land,    as  appeaii^d  tp  me^,  in  ^cc%  nprk^ , 


440  THE  TAIJNII8. 

or  extra  defences,  ll  is  believed  tbal  this  strong  hold  qf 
the  Romans  itvas  wrested  from  them  doringf  the  wars  with 
the  Alemannen  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries  ;  hnt  that 
it  was  finally  demolished  hy  the  Normans  in  895  admits 
not  of  donht. 

From  hence  we  returned  to  the  town,  and  ascended 
the  hill  leadings  to  the  farm  of  9  I  'thinh,  Kiihherg^,  the 
road  to  which  now  leadings  through  a  low  wood,  on  all 
sides  commands  views  of  the  most  extensive  and  lovely 
nature,  while  the  town  of  Grenznach  embedded  in  wood 
from  the  islands  of  the  Nahe  intersectiogf  it  in  two  parts , 
from  the  fruit-trees  {j^rowing^  in  its  numerous  gardens ,  and 
almost  surrounded  by  hills  on  which  gfrow  luxuriant  g^rapes, 
with  the  lovely  plain  extending  towards  the  saline,  and 
on  which  the  inhabitants  hi>ld  their  fairs ,  appears  most 
lovely. 

•'  On  reaching^  the  farm  of  K&hbergp,  I  was  astonished  to 
hear  that -notwithstanding^  the  lorelinesS'  of  the  »pot,  the 
excellence  of  the  soil^  the  superiority  of  the  houses  mid 
building^s ,  together  with  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  that 
nevertheless  the  present  proprietor  could  not  find  a  par* 
chaser  for  it  at  even  11,000  L.  A  deficienoy  bf  water  in 
the  snmmer  months  I  heard  was  the  reason ,  hut  as  there 
is  a  well  of  excellent  water  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
house  seventy  feet  deept,  which  only  in  dry  weather  fails, 
I  am  apt  to  think  Eogflish  enterprise  and  perseTcranee , 
(ingfredients ,  in  the  German  character  not  quite  so  emi^ 
spicuous  as  in  my  speculating  countrymen } ,  would  soon 
supply  the  deficiency  by-  sinking  the  well  some  few  foot 
deeper.  *  .'      ii  .    /  1 

'••We  now  made  our^  Way  through  a-  short "un4«*vfoiod> 
always  ascending ,«  till  we  reacted  the  GRnZf"a  s]M4iioo 
named,  and  which  is  Visited  4iy  all  the  eompa«y  freqiaent* 
ing  Creusnach  who  ens  eapablo<  of  ap^reefiatlng -the  bea'lbi 
ties  of  nature  and  expcrrienise  a  delight  In  eoiitempliilia( 
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Us  wonders*  This  lofty  point  of  monntain  is  about  BOO 
feet  aboTe  tbe  silver  Nahe,  ivbicb  forms  its  «levious  coarse 
at  tbe  foot  of  tbis  monarch  mountain.  Tbe  view  from 
hence  over  tbe  still  more  lefty  rock ,  on  ivbich  the  once 
proud  Grafenstein  seemed  hang^ing^  o'er  tbe  deep  abyss 
below ,  stretches  o'er  hill ,  and  dale ,  and  forest  height , 
far  in  tbe  land  beyond  Old  Bamberg^s  rained  walls,  while 
in  the  sadness  of  decay,  the  sombre  remnants  of  the 
migfhty  Ebernburg  of  old,  rest  on  the  lofty  roclb^n  monu* 
mental  record  of  its  fallen  {greatness. 

That  singular  appearance  ,  originating '  in  the  qnicK 
dispersion  of  mist  in  the  talley  of  Hohenfels  ,  which  bad 
to  much  astonished  me  yesterday,  is  here  often  witnessed 
by  those ,  who  can  he  tempted  sufficiently  early  to  quit 
the  downy  couch  of  repose  to  contemplate  the  rising  of 
the  Sun  from  this  spot,  when  as  it  has  been  described  to 
me ,  as  far  as  the  valley  of  tbe  Nabe  is  presented  to  the 
eye,  a  floating  sea  formed  by  tfae  mist,  veils  all  aro.itnd. 
While  not  a  vestage  of  the  scene  is  yet  perceptible  ,=  the 
noise  from  the  works  of  the  Saline  immediately  at  'yonr 
feet,  the  chiming  of  the  church  bells  close  by  yon,  and 
from  the  villages  around,  (while  yet  nor  ehnrch  not  stee- 
pie  is  to  be  seen),  alone  breiEik  tbe  illusion.  Presently 
the  beams  of  the  sun  dispelling  gradually  the  mist  in  the 
valley,  Ebernburg,'^ and  the  near  mountains  appear  likift 
islands  floating  in  k  tfea,'  till  lis  if  by  magic  tonch  the 
fipire  of  many  a  holy  edifice  appears^  and  as  the*  ganze- 
like  veil  at  length  is  qnite  removed,  a  scene  more  beanti- 
ful  than  pen  or  pencil  can  portray  is  placed  before  the 
rnvished  sight. 

SriK  hundred  feet  below,  the  lovely.  (Vabe%  finding  a 
passage  at  the  mountain's  base,  in  peActeful  cinrve^ ' gHdes 
through' tbe  lovdy  plain,  the  fruitful  dales,  aiid  vihe-d'lktt 
hills,  till  in  the  distance  it  seems  a  silver  thread  dratfit 
through  the  cbarmiiig  s^ene.   .^h^  enlstr^ched -moi^Mains 
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of  the  Taunus ,  the  lofty  Donnersberg ,  and  the  forest 
hills  of  the  lIuiidsruGkeii  enclose  the  ^vholc  in  a  panoramic 
view,  as  extensive  as  it  is  lovely »  and  leaving  nothing  to 
be  do.sired. 

Having  crossed  a  lovely  valley  between  the  Ganss  and 
the  rocks  on  which  Rheingrafcnstein  stands  we  now  asr 
cended  the  lands,  covered  with  as  fioe  corn  of  every 
description  as  I  had  seen  in  my  tonr,  (if  I  except  the 
fertile  plains  of  the  Palatinate  between  Mentz  aad  Alsey, 
and  the  rich  and  luxuriant  Crops  of  the  valley  of  Alsenee, 
and  all  belonging  to  the  farm  of  Kiihberg , )  we  reaehed 
by  a  winding  road ,  commanding  yiews  which  fill  the  mind 
with  awe  and  admiration,  the  rock  on  which  standsa  part 
of  the  ruins  of  the  castle.  I  say  part,  for  tbis  formidable 
fortress  occupied  the  summit  of  two  rocks,  which  formerly 
were  united  by  a  draw. bridge. over  a  frightful  chasm,  now 
partly  filled  up,  and  which  rendered  the  castle,  till. the 
iuTention  of  gunpowder ,  impregnable.  .  Part  of  the  works 
of  this,  wonderful  operation  of  art  reached  down  the.sidjB 
of  the  almosjt  perpendicular  rock,  and  was  built  by  the 
architect ,  by  the  aid  of  stages  suspended  from  its  top.*:  at 
least  600  feet,  above  the  riyer ,.  immediately  below ;  th^a 
archcs^^kjVfere  fprmed  from  ou.e  projecting  mass  of  rook  tq 
the  other  ^  and  upofi  the^e ,  oforts  ,  birffaoks ,  Tooms  .etc.,* 
ere.cted.  The  wbo^le  building. iwas  a^^ma^r  pieoie- of  archir 
te<;tonic  boldness  and  strength ,.  and  a  criedit,  to  the  skill 
of  the  builder  in  the  eleventh  qiQntory,  The  master  genioa 
whose  mind  conceived,  and  carried  into  e£fect  so  great 
an  undertaking  is  not  known,  and  the  earliest  records  we 
have  of  it ,  are ,  that  Wolfram  of  Stein  succeeded  his 
nnde  Jthe  Rbeingraf  £mbrick  in  1194  in  his  estate;  and 
dignities ,.  and  tl^at  .after  him  the  Rheingraf  Sigfred  madl) 
the  caatl^  his  seat  of  residence^  after  the  destrnoUon .of 
his  castle, Bheinberg.^near.-tiOrch,  by  archbishop  Wpmer 
of  Ments., .  in.  the  war  of  ^ponhoim  ipi  1S79.     It  appeara 


aaEINGRAFENSTEIN.  449 

also  tliat  at  tbe  command  of  the  Archbisliops  of  Ments 
and  Triers,  the  towns  of  Strasbarg,  Spire,  and  Oppenfaeim 
appointed  Count  Sponheim,  captain  against  the  proprietor 
of  Rheingrafcnstcin ,  in  consequence  of  the  interruption 
to  trade  occasioned  by  the  lawless  bands  of  that  castle, 
and  that  he  obtained  through  stratagem  possession  of  the 
place. 

The  families  of  the  Wild  and  Rheingrafs,  having  united 
their  interests  by  marriage  of  the  elder  branches  of  each 
family,  lived  for  a  lengthened  p  eriod  in  quiet  possession 
of  the  castle.  When  in  1689  the  French  overran  and 
ravaged  the  Palatinate ,  the  Rheingraf  entered  into  the 
service  of  France,  hoping  thereby,  to  obtain  favour  for 
his  possessions ,  but  the  French  conceiving  the  place  too 
important  to  be  left  in  tbeir  rear^  even  in  the  hands  of 
an  ally,  granted  the  Count  no  greater  indulgence  than 
that  shewn  to  their  enemies,  and  destroyed  this  mighty 
fortress ,  a  few  perpendicular  walls  and  rooms  hewn  out 
of  the  solid  rock  being  all  that  is  left  of  the  mighty 
Rheingrafenstein. 

In  one  of  these  rocky  apartments  some  years  back  a 
poor  wandering  melodist  took  up  his  abode  with  his  wife 
and  family,  the  rude  hearth  of  whose  dwelling  is  still  to 
be  seen ,  and  from  the  smoke  of  whose  fire  the  blackened 
walls  still  bear  witness.  The  old  saying  a  the  nearer  the 
church  the  further  from  God, »  was  verrified  in  regard  to 
Heaven  in  this  mendicant,  for  though  much  nearer  the 
celestial  regions  than  most  of  his  fellow  creatures,  it 
seems  the  air  of  the  place  was  so  infectious  that  he  could 
not  « keep  his  hands  from  picking  and  stealing » ,  and 
therefore  he  was  expelled  from  his  baronial  possessions, 
as  his  predecessors  in  the  same  place  had  been  for  like 
practices  before  him,  so  true  is  it  that  aeyil  communications 
corrupt  good  manners. »     The  people  of  the  neighbourhood 

20 
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afirm,  and  no  donbt  ifitfa  as  much  truth  as  exists  in  many 
of  the  Saws  and  Legends  of  the  country 

That  oft  at  night  "when  all  is  still  around 
Saye  that  the  screach  -  owl  breaks  the  calm  repose , 
The  minstreFs  Toice  in  plaintive  note  is  heard 
To  murmar  sad,  and  sinreetly  throng^h  the  gale. 

How  every-  liberal  feeling  at  my  heart  swelled  in  my 
breast,  as  would  they  burst  the  bonds  by  which  they  were 
restrained,  when  I  contemplated  the  ruins  of  the  hallowed 
soil  9    of  renowned   Ebernburg ,    the   home   of  Stckingen , 

I 

and  the  cradle  of  bless'd  liberty. 

On  this  famed  spot  the  valiant  noble  bled, 
l¥hen  from  thy  walls  the  scepterM  tyrant  fled, 
When  valiant  Bueer ,  and  the  braye  Melanchthon , 
Oecolarapa<liii8,  and  the  heroes  of  reform  ; 
With  God -like  Ulrich,   freedom*  s  firmest  friend, 
"Who  taught  mankind  that  blessing  to  defend. 
Wrote  the  great  page  of  freedom's  holy  laws. 
And  lived  and  died,  in  virtue's  sacred  cause. 

This  truly  great  man,  Francis  of  Sickingen,  in  the 
holiest  of  all  causes,  the  defence  of  his  hirth -right ^ 
liberty,  defended  his  castle  against  the  whole  power  of 
the  Emperor,  and  giving  refuge  to  every  friend  of  free- 
dom ,  among  others  afforded  an  asylum  to  the  inspired 
Ulrich  of  Hutten,  who  here  wrote  many  of  those  works 
that  first  instructed  mankind  in  their  rights,  and  which 
have  been  the  leading  star  to  guide  and  enlighten  the 
world  in  the  paths  of  honour,  and  in  the  combat  'gainst 
oppression. 

After  the  fall  of  Landstuhl ,  and  the  disasterous  death 
of  Sickingen  on  the  7.  May  iS2d,  the  allied  princes,  the 
Palatinate  of  Triers  and  Hessia ,  marched  against  Ebern- 
burg,   encamped  in  the  yalley,  and  on  the  heights  above. 
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Schenk  Ernest  of  TauteDbergp  redeemed  the  pledge  he 
had  glyen  his  cotnmander  and  friend,  to  defend  his  castle 
so  long  as  a  stone  -  wall  stood,-  capable  of  defence.  Each 
art  was  tried,  and  every  means  resorted  to  to,  obtain  pos* 
session  of  the  fortress,  and  at  length  the  highest  offices 
of  State  were  tendered  the  brave  man  on  the  )>art  of 
Hessen  Cassel ,  with  wealth  in  abundance,  if  he  woald 
bnt  betray  his  trust ,  it  being  particularly  urged ,  that  as 
his  friend  was  no  more,  there  could  not  even  be  anything 
dishonourable  in  such  conduct :  his  noble  reply  was , 
a  Tell  the  prince  your  master , '  Schenk  of  Tautenberg 
had  rather  toil  as  the  commonest  hind  with  honest  inde- 
pendence, than  be  decked  in  the  trappings  of  servitude 
or  eat  the  bread  earned  by  courtly  adulation,  and  that  it 
is  his  opinion ,  that  death ,  though  it  sever  the  ties  of 
friendship  and  affection,  can  never  dissolve  the  bonds  of 
duty ,  ^by  which  we  are  attached  to  the  memory  of  a 
friend.  »  After  several-  mo9ths ,  when  want  began  to  be 
seyerely  felt,  and  he  receiyed  a  mandate  from  the  besieg- 
ers to  surrender,  he  replied  in  the  following  words, 
fc  Tell  the  Elector  that  I  regard  him  as  a  pious  and  good, 
but  as  a  weak  man ;  that  I  recommend  the  reverend  Bishop 
of  Triers  to  return  home,  and  rather  seek  to  pamper  that 
stomach,  of  which  I  know  he  is  so  fond,  than  to  meddle 
with  matters^  requiring  tha  manifestation  of  a  far  different 
feeling,  (courage),  the  crook  better  becoming  his  sacred 
calling  than  the  sword  ;  and  as  to  that  young  pink  of 
delicate  princes ,  the  insolent  boy ,  the  landgraf  of  Hes- 
sen, I  am  but  too  an:iious  for  a  nearer  acquaintance  with 
his  pretty  highness.  » 

Notwithstanding  a  most  noble  defence,  the  castle  was 
at  length  though  taken  ,  but  it  was  not  till  disease  and 
starvation  had  rendered  the  few  remaining  defenders  of 
the  place  incapable  of  resistance ,  and  the  noble  Schenck 
and  his  handful  of  noble   companions   perished    in    a   last 
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effort  for  its  defence,  and  expired  nmid  the  flames  kindled 
in  tlie  celebrated  El}ernbar(r. 

The  family  of  Sicking^en  not  till  twenty  years  after  this 
work  of  devastation ,    were   restored   to  tkeir  possessions. 
Charles  Frederick ,    the  last  of  a  collateral  branch  of  this 
family,     a  blot  in  the  escutcheon  of  Sicking^en,    ceded   in    . 
I7o0   his    patrimonial    estates     lo   the    Elector   Palatine, 
reserving^   only    the    revenues    of    a    part    to    support   his 
worthless   existence.      Hence  arose  at  his  death  a  lawsqit 
which  till  1771,  when  it  was  finally  decided  in  favour  of 
might  a(rain8t  rig^ht ,  proved  a  fruitful  source  of  emolument 
to  the  g^entlemen  of  the  longp  robe.     The  residence  erected 
by  this  unworthy  scion  of  a  truly  noble  house  in  the  valley 
was  destroyed   by  the  French   in  1704;    would   with   his 
castle  they  could  have  effaced  the  recollection  of  its  worth- 
less  possessor!     Of  Ebernburg^  it  only  remains  to  be   ob- 
served that  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  it  stands,  is 
the  pretty  village  of  the  same  name  ,  and  the  old  Gatholie 
church  standing  at  the  time  of  the  Sickingens ,  with  seve- 
ral monuments  erected  to  their  memory.    The  newly  erected 
Protestant    church  is  a  neat    building ,  but    not   requiring 
particular  observation.     Over  a  miserable  gateway  leading 
into  the  village,    above  the  arch  of  which  part  of  a  pea- 
sant's house   is  built ,     is  a  large  stone  brought  from  the 
gateway  of  the  castle,  on  which  i«  a  wild-boar  in  relief,  the 
crest  of  the  distingaished  family ,    Eber  being  the  German 
for  boar. 

I  know  not  why  I'  have  entered  so  particularly  into 
the  history  of  this  celebrated  place ,  as  I  did  not  till  the 
following  day  visit  it ;  for  fearing  to  be  too  late  for  our 
repast  we  descended  directly  the  very  steep  descent 
into  the  valley  from  Grafenstein,  and  passing  the  entrance  ta 
a  copper  mine ,  said  to  have  been  worked  by  the  Romans, 
we  crossed  the  Nahe ,  and  entered  the  village  of  Munster, 
where  I   was    introduced   to'  the  inspector   of  the   Saline 
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vrorks ,  and  ihro'  bis  polite  permissioii  was  allowed  to 
iuspect  them  minutely.  These  works  belongs  to  a  company 
of  merchants  formed  at  Frankfort,  and  of  which  my  friendly 
companion  Mr.  F  —  has  inherited  a  share  from  his  father; 
they  produce  yearly  circa  52^000  Bushels  of  salt. 

It  seems  the  water  pumped  up  into  the  works  contains 
only  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  deg^rees  of  salt ,  to  08  of 
water.  In  an  immense  roofed  buildings,  but  open  on  all 
sides,  an  erection  of  wood  17  feet  higph  and  8  wide  iii 
built,  between  which  black-thorn  bushes  are  tightly  press- 
ed in  the  centre  of  the  building,  and  which  being  clipped 
on  the  sides ,  forms  a  wall  of  thorns.*  to  the  top  of  the 
long  shed.  By  means  of  machinery  the  water  is  propelled 
into  troughs  running  along  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing ,  immediately  at  the  top  of  the  bushes ,  over  the 
sides  of  which  it  is  ejected,  in  order  that  the  effect  of 
the  atmostpheric  air  may  increase  the  strength  of  the  saline 
properties ,  while  it  in  a  like  ratio  diminishes  that  of  the 
water.  This  process  is  continued  from  10  to  16  times , 
the  water  being  receiTcd  in  wooden  pans,  like  the  beer 
coolers  in  an  English  brewery,  and  again  forced  to  per- 
form the  same  operation  the  number  of  times  before  men* 
tioned«  By  this  process  the  water  being  forced  over  that 
side  of  the  bushes ,  where  most  exposed  to  the  wind ,  it 
acquires  an  increase  of  from  17  to  24  degrees  of  salt. 

It  is  now  removed  to  the  boiling  houses ;  here  in  large 
iron  vats,  with  immense  furnaces  under  them,  it  is  so 
long  boiled,  till  the  salt  seperates  itself  from  the  water, 
and  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  pans.  The  fluid  being  now 
withdrawn ,  and  which  in  part  is  conveyed  to  Greuznacb 
to  strengthen  the  water  of  the  Saline  baths  of  that  place, 
the  salt  is  now  removed  in  baskets  of  a  cone -like  form, 
whicb  may  contain  about  a  bnshel  each ,  and  being  placed 
upon  their  points  against  a  railing,  some  hundreds  of 
them ,    so  placed ,    are  dried  at  a  time ,    the  heat  for  that 
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purpose  being  conveyed  by  means  of  fines  under  tke  floor 
on  whicb  they  rest  from  the  same  famace  which  boiled 
the  saline.  It  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  daring  the 
process  of  boiling ,  care  is  taken  to  remove  all  foulness 
by  means  of  skimming. 

Not  having  been  so  fortunate  in  my  youth  as  to  receive 
instruction  in  the  beautiful  science  of  Chemistry,  I  must 
beg  my  readers  in  my  imperfect  description  of  these  works, 
to  regard  it  only  as  a  faint  effort  to  make  the  totally 
ignorant   of  the    process ,     partially    acquainted    with   the 

« 

manner  of  procuring  this  necessary  of  life. 

We  now  proceeded  towards  home ,  and  on  arriving 
found,  we  were  too  late  for  dinner,  it  failing  only  a  quarter 
of  two  ^  and  the  appointed  hour  of  diniier  being  punctually 
one,  but  a  German  grosses  Essen^  (literally,  great  eating), 
lasting  generaly  three  hours  or  more  ,  we  doubted  not  to 
find,  (and  were  not  mistaken)  plenty  to  satisfy  our  ap- 
petites. 

Mr.  F —  and  his  nephew  9  a  pleasant  well  informed 
young  man ,  having  now  dressed  for  dinner ,  ( my  toilet 
was  soon  concluded),  we  started  for  the  Casino.  My 
appetite  was  so  keen ,  so  abundant  the  excellent  things 
set  before  us ,  and  so  agreeaUe  the  society ,  that  setting 
to,  most  manfully,  I  reserved  the  mental  feast  derivable 
from  the  conversation  of  the  really  charming  women  by 
whom  I  was  surrounded,  till  after  I  had  appeased  the 
cravings  of  my  hunger.  The  dinner  was  most  excellent, 
the  wines  ,  particularly  a  quality  indigenous  to  the  soil^ 
of  a  snp'ierior  quality ,  the  gentlemen  polite,  well  informed 
and  conversational ,  the  ladies  singularly  agreeable,  and* 
( with  the  strictest  regard  to  decorum ,  yet  perfectly  free 
from  reserve),  intelligent  and  cheerful. 

As  I  had  much  to  see  within  a  very  limltted  time ,  Mr* 
F  —  politely  relinquished  his  own  pleasure  and  his  friends 
to   augment  the   measure  of  my  enjoyments,     by   aecom.* 
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panyln^  me  to  see  the  lions  of  the  town  i  and  to  visit 
the  castle  gardens  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr. 
y.  Recum. 

The  loiver  part  of  these  gardens  is  extremely  damp 
from  a  sheet  of  stagnant  water ,  so  much  so  1  should 
think,  as  to  take  from  their  attraction,  hut  ascending  the 
higher  part  of  these  lovely  grounds ,  the  combined  effects 
of  horticultural  beauty,  and  maguificence  of  prospect ,  are 
most  conspicuous.  Arrived  at  the  summiJt  of  the  hill  the 
ruins  of  the  castle  of  Kauzenberg  strike  the  beholder  with 
delight.  A  few  years  back  these  mines  were  very  exten- 
sive till  the  extreme  of  vandalism  defaced  their  beauty. 
One  gateway,  o'er  which  a  majestic  stone  lion  stands,  has 
fortunately  been  preserved.  From  hence  the  view  is  very 
lovely,  but  I  have  had  to  essay  so  oft  to  enumerate  such 
surpassing  charms,  that  I  fancy  my  readers  must  be  al- 
most  tired  of  the  perusal  of  beauties ,  that  would  never 
fatigue  the  narrator  in  beholding. 

On  our  return  to  the  Casino  we  found  the  charming 
English  garden  of  this  place  full  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
belonging. to  the  town,  and  a  considerable  sprinkling  of 
visitors  taking  coffee  and  other  refreshments.  The  perfect 
good  feeling  of  the  gentlemen,  to  many  of  whom  I  was 
introduced,  and  the  ease  and  politeness  of  the  fair  sex^ 
in  whom  there  was,  as  in  those  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
dining  with,  a  total' absence  of  all  formality ,  caused  me 
to  feel  quite  in  love  (with  —  the  place ,  and  could  it  be 
otherwise ,  when  the  indulgence  of  strong  national  feeling, 
combined  with  every  incentive  to  enjoyment  contributed 
to  make  me  quite  at  ease  with  myself,  and  satisfied  with 
all  around.  I  say  national  feeling,  because  in  passing 
through  part  of  the  grounds,  I  came  to  a  small  rustic 
temple  dedicated  to  the  Muses  ,  and  among  the  recorded 
names ,  painted  in  various  niches ,  of  those  who  have  con^ 
tributed  through   their  literary  efforts   to  the  intellectual 
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Qnjoyment  and  impro Yemeni  of  the  human  mind  and  heart, 
first  on  the  list  stood  our  immortal  Milton*  >  and  after 
Gesner  and  Rousseau  5  our  own  pastoral  poet  Thompson  , 
while  classe'd  with  Hagedom  ,  Yirg^ ,  Homer ,  Haller  and 
Hirschfeld,  was  our  never  to  he  forgotten  Pope;  Rleist 
and  Salzen  forming  a  constellation  of  talent  of  unrivalled 
splendour. 

A  man  must  have  been  more  than  stoic  not  to  experience 
a  glow  of  generous  feeling  pervade  his  heart  on  such  an 
occasion ,  mine  warmed  with  true  British  sensations ,  I 
felt  proud  of  my  nation ,  and  of  the  great  and  good  men 
it  had  produced. 

If  at  the  dinner -table  I  had  felt  abashed  at  my  pedes* 
trian  attire,  what  must  have  been  my  feelings  on  entering 
the  dancing  saloon ,  when  surrounded  by  some  of  the 
loveliest  girls  I  had  seen  for  a  long  time ,  I  was  forced  to 
acknowledge ,  that  had  not  even  my  limbs  lost  their  elas- 
ticity for  the  merry  walz ,  my  shoes ,  made  for  climbing 
the  mountains  of  their  native  land,  would  exclude  the 
gratification  of  joining  in  the  cheerful  dance ,  for  I  was 
challenged  by  a  Hebe  to  male  the  effort  —  O !  that  one 
must  grow  old !  . « 

This  idea  so  disconcerted  my  feelings,  that  I  soon 
effected  my  escape  ;  and  moreover  wishing  to  make  my* 
self  acquainted  with  the  dramatic  taste  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  as  a  true  historian  I  might  record  their  advancement 
in  this  most  delightful  art,  I  hastened  to  the  theatre » 
where  I  found  a  heroic ,  chivalrous ,  romantic  play  wat 
to  be  performed ,  denominated  Katchen  of  Heilbronn. 

The  Theatre  was  crowded  to  excess ,  and  having  mad^ 
up  my  mind  to  be  amused ,  I  was  more  than  gratified  with 
the  performance  ;  for  if  the  heroic  occasionally  fiordered 
on  rant»  the  ^romantic  into  the  lachrymose,  and  the  chi* 
▼jdrons  approached  the  bombastic,  yet  as  each  knight, 
llf^.Jidy«|py#  siramad  their  utmost  to  please,  who  could 
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deny  them  Ike  raeed  of  praise ;  all  were  delighted  ii?ith 
the  performance,  <i  and  thunders  of  applause  resounded 
from  every  part  of  the  house,  the  eurtain  fallings  atnid 
burst  of  approbation,  and  a  loud  call  for  the  hero  and 
heroine  of  the  piece.  » 

I  Yvill  say  nothing;  of  the  Theatre  itself,  further  than 
it  had  once  been  a  barn ,  but  when ,  as  in  London ,  yve 
see  a  chapel  of  the  elect  profanely  conyerted  into  a  re- 
ceptacle for  the  children  of  Satan ,  ah !  become  a  very 
hot  bed  for  the  dissemination  of  vice  and  immorality ,  as 
in  Grub  Street ,  it  will  be  thought  by  certain  saints  tbat 
the  change  is  less  profane ,  in  as  much  as  that  which 
formerly  contained  provinder  for  the  body,  has  now  become 
the  means  of  providing  food  fqr  the  mind  of  man ,  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  adding,  food  often  quite  as  nourishing 
as  that  administered  in  an  ark  of  the  elect. 

One  word  of  advice  to  the  manager^  and  I  have  doce 
with  the  drama  at  Greuznach,  he  should  instead  of  catting 
abort  the  acts  of  his  play ,  cut  the  loTely  Katchen  a  bead 
shorter  9  though  some  would  say  it  were  a  pity  to  take 
aught  from  so  great  an  actress ,  or  the  said  manager  should 
provide  a  heroine  not  quite  so  Goliah  -  like ;  this  he  must 
do,  or  heighten  his  scenery ,  that  the  lovely  fair  may  have 
it  in  her  power  to  converse  with  her  lover  in  a  window 
of  the  first  floor  of  a  cottage  without  being  obliged  to 
stoop  quite  so  much  as  she  was  obliged  to  do  in  the  play, 
and  moreover  should  afford  an  extra  ell  to  the  drapery 
of  her  dress ,  as  short  petticoats  are  not  at  present  so 
much  in  fashion  as  they  were. 

A  beefsteak  and  a  pint  of  wine  concluded  the  cor- 
poreal and  intellectual  enjoyments  of  the  day. 

Refreshed  by  a  good  night's  rest  I  rose  at  four  o'clock^ 
and  accompanied  by  Mr.  J —  started  for  Ebernburg, 
which  I  had  been  obliged  yesterday  to  leave  unexplored. 
liy  young  friend  had  brought  with  him  a  lantern  and  wax- 
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candle,  which  haTing  lighted  at  a  cottage  at  the  foot  of 
the  rock ,  we  ascended  its  steep  sides ,  and  trod  irith 
reverential  feelings  this ,  to  me ,  holy  ground* 

Aided  by  oar  lantern  we  explored  the  various  caverns, 
dungeons,  cellars,  and  the  subterranean  passages  of  this 
once  celehrated  spot ,  nor  could  I ,  had  I  not  seen  some- 
thing bearing  affinity  to  it  at  Reichenburg  have  conceived 
it  possible,  that  such  worhs,  hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock 
could  have  existed,  except  in  one  instance,  never  having 
seen  any  thing  like  it  save  Ravensburg  on  the  Hars- 
mountains.  The  well,  spite  of  the  purposed  destruction 
of  it,  spite  of  the  stones  thrown  into  it  by  the  curious, 
is  still  uncommonly  deep,  and  is  fenced  round  to  guard 
the  curious  against  accidents.  An  object  of  peculiar  inte- 
rest to  me,  was  the  precise  spot  over  the  precipice  ,  o'er 
which  in  an  iron  cage  the  brave  Sickingen  suspended  in 
the  air,  the  messenger  of  the  Emperor,  until  for  the 
insolence  of  his  demand,  and  his  refusing  to  address  the 
Count  by  his  hereditary  title  ,  he  asked  in  the  name  of 
his  master  and  himself  pardon  of  the  valHint  knight. 

Our  candle  lasted  us  just  long  enough  to  visit  every 
part  of  these  ruins  ,  and  I  could  but  think  while  travers- 
ing the  passages  of  this  remarkable  place ,  to  what  a  si- 
tuation we  should  have  been  reduced  had  our  light  by 
any  accident  gone  out.  I  felt  in  leaving  this  ruined  pile 
as  if  parting  with  a  respected  friend,  and  returned  to 
Creuznach  just  in  time  to  pack  up  my  effects,  swallow 
a  hasty  dinner,  pay  a  reasonable  bill,  and  depart,  with 
my  young  companion,  who  had  the  previous  day  requested 
to  be  allowed  to  accompany  me,  preferring  to  go  home, 
(to  Uanau),  by  the  mountains  of  the  Taunus  on  foot,  ,to 
travelling  with  the  dilligence  by  Mentz  and  Frankfort. 

Before  commencing  our  journey  I  must  record  a  few 
historical  facts  such  as  I  could  collect  of  Creuznach, 
and   I  -  take   tjhe  liberty  of  questioning   my  countrymen  ^ 


\  • 
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'why  this  9  one  of  the  most  charming^  parts  of  Germany , 
why  these  highly  saluhrious  haths  are  so  little ,  I  migpht 
say,  not  at  all  Tisited  hy  those,  who  in  search  of  amuse- 
ment or  health ,  crowd  in  shoals  to  the  different  haths 
of  this  country?  not  a  single  English  family  having  so- 
journed here  during  the  past  season. 

Previous  to  my  departure  I  called  upon  my  friend 
Mr.  F —  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  information  I  obtained  respecting  Greuz- 
nach ,  and  was  concerned  to  find  him  suffering  so  se-* 
verely  from  a  sprain  in  his  ankle  from  dancing  the  previous 
evening,  as  to  be  obliged  to  apply  leeches.  He  with 
great  good  nature  congratulated  me,  that  having  withstood 
his  solicitation  to  dance  with  a  partner  to  whom  he  had 
introduced  me,  I  thereby  had  escaped  from  any  such  pain* 
ful  consequences.  I  assured  him  ,  that,  altho'  I  had  not 
danced,  I  had  not  escaped  so  free  from  injury  as  he 
imagined,  for  maimed  as  he  was  in  so  very  necessary  a 
member,  I  had  severely  suffered  in  one  of  far  greater 
importance ,  the  very  seat  of  sensibility ,  for  years  had 
not  so  cooled  my  temperament  as  to  leave  my  heart  in- 
sensible to  the  attacks  of  female  beauty,  and  that  deeply 
as  I  had  been  smitten ,  I  alone  oiffed  my  escape  from 
serious  injury,  to  the  feeling  being  divided  by  so  many 
different  objects,  for  in  so  small  a  society  I  hardly  ever 
recollected  to  have  seen  so  many  young  girls  congregated 
together  in  whom  amiability  of  deportment  was  so  blended 
with  beauty  of  face  and  figure. 

Having  in  vain  waited  with  my  companion  for  a  ces- 
sation of  rain  for  more  than  an  hour,  we  at  length  de- 
parted at  four  o'clock  for  Bingen ,  but  as  a  brief  account 
of  Greuznach  must  take  precedence  of  our  journey,  I 
will  make  my  few  historical  notices  the  subject  of  the 
commencement  of  the  next  chapter. 
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Historical  of  Greaznach.  One  faTOuraLle  result  of  the  French 
rcTolution.  Analysis  of  the  craters.  Kauzenberg  castle.  The  emi- 
grant. Uehrew  phylanthrophy.  A  fair  rebuke.  Valley  of  the 
Nahe.  Bingen.  Ancient  Germans,  Unwelcome  guests.  The  Ro- 
mans defeated.  The  Germans  resolve  to  invade  Italy.  Prndenee 
•f  the  Romans.  Marins  defeats  the  Germans.  Generosity.  Totnl 
defeat  of  the  Germans.  A  German  prince  invades  France;  kc 
establishes  himself  firmly  in  Gaul;  the  natives  supplicate  JTuliiui 
Cesar  to  assist  them.  Cesar  enters 'the  country  and  defeats  Ario- 
vist.  Double  dealing.  Drusus  enters  Germany.  An  unsubsidized 
ally.  Drusus  erects  defences  throughout  the  conquered  provinces. 
Su|»erstition ,  and  death  of  Drusus.  A  traitor  to  his  country.  De- 
basing effects  of  luxury.  The  noble  of  S6ul,  more  illustrious  than 
the  noble  by  hirik.  Defeat  and  death  of  Varus.  Germanicns  mA- 
Tamees  into  Germany.  Discomfiture  of  the  Romans  through .  Heman. 
Germanicns  necessitated  to  retreat.  Death  of  the  patriot  Herman. 
Decline  of  the  Roman  power.  The  Huns.  Too  much  of  royalty. 
How  to  aecnre  riches  safer  than  in  iron  chests.     Uow  to  assist  our* 

friends,    and  car^e  for  ourselfes. 

JLhe  firsf  account  of  Greaznack  of  any  peculiar  interest 
Tras  during  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  feeble ,  in  8i9  to 
859,  ^ho  often  retired  to  this  place  to  enjoy  the  sports 
of  the  chase  in  the  forests  in  the  vicioity,  and  there  ezis,t 
still,  documents  signed  by  bim  in-  Braciniaco  palatio. 
So  also  in  the  palace  commonly  called  the  Tilla,  the 
Emperor  Charles  tbe  thick »  and  Otho  2.  signed  Turi* 
ous  documents  in  881  and  974 ,  in  tbe  same  i|  being 
named  Brucenacba  and  Krucinaba*  In  I0G5  the  Emperor 
Henry  tbe  4.  made  a  present  of  tbe  domains  of  tUs 
^oontrj  to  the  bisbop  of  Spier »    one   of  \?bom   sold  tbe 
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place,  then  elevated  to  the  rank  of  horough^to^n  in  the 
commencement  of  the  thirteenth  century  for  1 1 00  marks 
to  the  Earl  Henry  of  Seyn,  hy  a  marriage  with  whose 
daughter,  Alice,  Grcuznach  came  to  the  Earl  of  Spon- 
heim  ,  already  in  the  possession  of  much  property  in  the 
neighhourhood. 

Through  this  connection  the  town  of  Creuznach  he- 
eame  the  residence  of  many  noble  families ,  and  rose 
greatly  in  wealth  and  importance.  In  the  year  1 301  the 
Earl  John  2.  of  Sponheim  made  Creuznach  the  seat  of 
residence.  The  town  prospered  under  the  mild  govern- 
ment of  these  counts ,  though  rarious  divisions ,  and  dis- 
putes 9  undermined  the  splendour  of  the  family.  After 
the  final  extinction  of  the  house  of  Sponheim ,  a  part  of 
the  estates  of  the  family  fell  to  the  Count  Palatine  of 
Simmern ,  part  came  under  the  dominion  of  Baden ,  till 
in  1708  by  a  contract  of  partition  it  chiefly  fell  to  the 
Palatinate  ^ 

Various  were  the  wars  in  ivhieh  the  Counts  wer6 
engaged  with  the  electors  of  Metz  and  Triers  ,  in  which 
they^were  manfully  assisted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Creuz- 
nach ,  but  it  more  than  once  happened  that  the  inhabi- 
tants rose  up  in  insurrection  against  their  rulers  and 
magistrates. 

In  1 1 85  a  great  part  of  Kreuznach  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  In  1247  a  dangerous  insurrection  of  the  citizens 
was  quelled,  and  in  1279  the  inhabitants  so^  nobly  se- 
conded the  efforts  of  their  sovereign  in  his  war  against 
Werner,  Archbishop  of  M entz ,  as  greatly  to  contribute 
to  its  success.  One  instance  of  devotion  on  the  part  of 
the  people  deserves  to  be  recorded.  In  a  battle  fought 
between,  I  think,  Genzingen  and  Spendlingen,  the  teU 
diers  being  dispirited  from  seeing  the  Count  ivounded , 
when  giving  way  before  the  superior  forces  of  the  Bishop, 
llort ,    a  butcher  of  Creuznach ,    perceiving  the  imminent 
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does  not  «r{^«  favoarably  of  their  ^ood  tasto  or  patriol« 
ism,  the  pavement  too  is  Tile  in  this  town: 

The  old  town,  as  it  is  called,  is  united  to  the  new 
part  by  a  stone  bridge ,  on  the  massive  piers  of  whieh 
houses  are  erected.  The  bridge  is  made  mention  of  in 
the  14  century,  but  certainly  was  built  before  the  time  of 
Simon  of  Sponheim,  who  is  reported  to  have  erected  it. 
The  streets  are  mostly  narrow,  and  there  are  but  few 
handsome  open  places  in  the  town,  but  its  situation  is 
salubrious  in  the  extreme ,  highly  picturesque ,  its  inns 
good ,  provisions  cheap  and  plentiful ,  its  inhabitants 
remarkably  cheerful,  and  agreeable  in  manners,  the  society 
good,  and  the  baths  most  excellent  The  following  ana- 
lysis of  the  waters  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  those  who 
may  be  recommended  to  try  their  efficacy. 

TheodorshaUerqueUe* 

m 

Soda  muriatic      ........  ^  70,608   6r. 

Chalk  muriatic    .     .    ^ 11,758     » 

Magnesia  muriatic   .......       4,124     a 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  iron  and  of  Man- 
ganise   carbonic ;    Chalk    ca.rbonic 
Potash  muriatic  $    siliceous  earth ;   (      ' 
Lithion;  Jodine  .     .    ^     .     .     •     . 

87,920  Gr. 

CarMshaiierqueMle* 

Soda  muriatic t>0,6t>7  Gr. 

Chalk  muriatic 9,1 66     » 

Magnesia  muriatic 5,511      » 

Potash  muriatic 0,417     » 

Lithion  muriatic       .......  0,057     n 

Argillacious  earth  muriatic  ....  0,445     » 

i'         .  75,051  Gr. 
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75,081  Gr. 

Oxyd    imperfect    of  Manganese  ma-  ) 

...  I    Ojoo7     » 

riatie •     .   ; 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  iron  muriatic  .     .    unimportant. 

Soda  hydriotic ^     .       0,045     » 

Chalk  carbonic 0,01 1     » 

Magnesia  carbonic •     .       0)485     » 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  iron  carbonic  •     .       0,473     » 

Litbion   carbonic      •     .     .     •  .•  .     •     »  \ 

Argillaceous   eartb  carbonic      .     •     .  > unimportant. 

Oxyjl  imperfect  of  Manganese      •     •  ) 

Siliceous  eartb 0,055     » 

75,555  Gr. 

As  I  before  observed  tbese  baths,  already  cele- 
brated in  the  time  of  the  Romans ,  have  ever  since  main- 
tained their  reputation,  and  I  feel  perfectly  convinced, 
have  only  to  be  known,  as  are  the  other  baths  of  Germany  . 
to  my  countrymen ,  to  be  visited  as  are  those  most  in 
repute.  Dr.  Sobernheim  in  speaking  of  these  waters ,  and 
of  their  effect  on  the  constitution,  in  many  of  those  disor- 
ders to  Tvhich  we  are  subject,  says,  they  are  highly  bene- 
ficial in  all  glandular  complaints ,  in  tumours  ,  skin ,  and 
head  eruptions  ,  scrofulous  disorders ,  particularly  those 
affecting  the  eyes.  In  complaints  of  the  abdomen^  and 
scirrhus  liver.  In  female  weaknesses ,  and  every  species 
of  cutaneous  disorders  they  have  a  deserved  celebrity.  It 
now  only  remains  to  be  added,  that  the  climate  of  this 
country  is  so  salubrious,  that  even  to  those,  not  using 
the  baths ,  but  only  inhaling  the  invigorating  air  of  the 
Nahethal ,    no  place  can  be  more  conducive  to  health. 

The  castle  of  Kauzenberg ,  often  alluded  to  in  the 
foregoing  account,  was  a  very  strong  fort  on  a  high  moun- 
tain ,  commanding  the  town.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
erected  in  the  thirteenth  century ,  and  was  Jong  the  resi- 

50 


400  '^^^  TAU.\U8. 

dencc  of  tlie  Coanls  of  Sponheim ,  being  regarded  in  the 
thirty  years  fvar  as  a  fortress  of  great  strength.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  the  property  of  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Yon  Recum. 

I  know  not  how  it  is ,  hut  I  seem  to  linger  with  snch 
satisfaction  on  the  recollection  of  the  agreeable  hoars 
past  in  the  charming  scenery  of  Crenznach ,  that  my  pen 
participating  in  the  feelings  of  its  master,  seems  ill  dis- 
posed to  prosecute  its  lahonrs  farther.  Torrents  of  rain 
descended  before  we  had  proceeded  one  mile  on  oar  way, 
and  my  young  friend  being  without  an  umbrella ,  availed 
himself  of  the  shelter  which  sheaves  of  corn  in  the  field 
afforded  him,  having  almost  buried  himself  under  a  heap 
of  them.  Mine  too  was  of  little  use ,  only  delaying  for 
a  few  minutes  the  shower  bath  I  experienced  under  its 
protection^  it  literally  rained  through  it  It  having  cleared 
up  a  little ,  in  about  half  an  hour  we  proceeded  to  Brezen- 
heim,  were  my  companion  at  a  small  public  house  ordered 
a  bottle  of  red  wine,  vintage  54,  and  deliberately  lighting 
his  segar,  seemed  quite  disposed  to  comfort  himself  for 
the  unpropitious  commencement  of  his  journey. 

A  young  jew,  a  cattle  dealer,  like  ourselves  rather 
the  worse  for  the  superabundance  of  rain,  had  joined  as 
on  the  road,  and  as  community  of  suffering  generally  createa 
correspondent  community  of  good  feeling ,  we  very  soon 
formed  a  very  communicative  society.  Entering  the  inn 
with  us  I  would  have  had  our  fellow  sufferer  partake  of 
our  bottle;  this  he  declined,  and  ordered  for  himself  m 
pint  of  white  wine.  Mine  host,  to  whom  the  jew  was 
well  known,  seeing  him  so  drenched  with  rain,  asked 
him  what  he  had  done  with  his  umbrella,  of  which  it 
seems  he  had  only  a  few  hours  before  been  possessed  y 
when  on  his  way  for  €reuznach  he  called  at  the  house. 
Naming  an  individual  well  known  to  both,  a  poor  woman> 
just  discharged  from  an  hospital,  where  she  had  been 
cured   of  a  most  severe   disorder,     he   said,     tcthe  poor 
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creature  expressed  sacli  cleli{][Iit  in  the  tlioagbt  of  joininjp 
lier  husband  and  family,  (not  expecting  her  for  some 
days),  that  he  could  not  forbear  lending  her  his  umbrella, 
that  neither  she  might  be  delayed  on  her  journey  of  love, 
nor  run  the  risk  of  suffering  from  wet.n 

O!  benevolence  to  I'vhat  race,  to  iv hat  clime,  class » 
colour ,  or  creed ,  dost  thou  not  add  true  dignity  ?  Let 
not  the  Christian  arrogate  to  himself  exclusive  philan- 
throphy,  for  in  the  heart  of  the  Jew,  Mussulman,  or 
Hindoo  equally  thou  hast  thy  home !  Thou  addest  splendour 
to  the  throne  of  royalty ,  for  thou  art  the  richest  gem  that 
glitters  in  the  crown!  thou  givest  true  nobility  to  the 
noble,  and  impartest  loveliness  to  the  cottage  of  the 
peasant ! 

A  miserable ,  filthy ,  and  disgusting  wretch  —  (apropos 
vrhere  is  the  benevolence  above  commended?)  —  sat  iif 
a  corner  of  the  inn  room ;  a  beard  the  growth  of  a  month, 
skin  that  kad  not  known  the  luxury  of  water  for  ages, 
clothes,  —  but,  in  fact,  he  w«s  horrid  to  look  upon, 
seemingly  regardless  of  all  around  sat  gnawing  a  filthy 
Land -cheese  and  bread,  and  washing  down  his  food  with 
the  contents  of  a  pint  glass  of  wine.  I  could  not  forbear 
a  rather  harsh  remark  in  English  to  my  companion  on  the 
horrid  appearance  of  this  scarcely  human  being.  '  Fixing 
a  pair  of  fierce ,  but  glassy  eyes  upon  me ,  the  man  for 
a  moment  ceased  from  his  meal,  and  said  in  good  English, 
«  Judge  not  too  harshly,  that  you  be  not  harshly  judged !  » 
I  was  abashed  beyond  measure ,  and  silently  made  a  vow, 
never  again  to  make  an  uncharitable  observation  in  the 
presence  of  any  one ,  particularly  in  that  of  misery ,  and 
which  unintentionally  might,  (as  in  the  present  ins«tance) 
add  weight  to  the  burden  with  which  affliction  is  laden. 

It  haying  cleared  up  we  departed  from  the  inn,  ac- 
companied by  our  Hebrew  companion,  who  to  my  inter- 
rogations respecting  the  person  who  had  administered  such 
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wholesome  eorreetion  to  me ,  informed  me  lie  was  a  poor 
tailor  who  had  passed  some  years  in  America ,  how  or  lor 
what  purpose  did  not  appear ,  hot  that  he  was  regarded 
as  a  man  of  very  superior  abilities  when  not  degraded  by 
that  horrid  vice  ,  drunkenness ,  which  with  truth  our  -im* 
mortal  bard  denominates  the  devil. 

«  Oh !  ihou  invisible  spirit  of  wine ,  if  thou  hast  no 
name  to  be  known  by ,  let  us  call  thee  —  devil ! » 

We  now  approached  Langenlohnsheim  a  place  the 
most  important  in  the  valley  of  the  Nahe  for  its  trade  in 
wine,  many  of  the  peasants  having  as  many  as  a  hundred 
pieces,  (the  piece  contains  1400  quarts),  of  wine  in  their 
cellars.  He  reported  the  peasants  here  as  very  rich,  but 
uncultivated  in  the  extreme.  Here ,  the  home  of  our  com* 
panion , '  he  left  us ;  he  was  well  informed  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  the  value 
of  live  stock,  and  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  pe.ople;  he 
was  talkative,  amusing,  and  in  all  his  observations  evinced 
so  much  liberal  feeling  that  I  regretted  parting  with  him. 
How  true  is  it  that  from  all  we  may  learn  something,  if 
we  do  but  evince   the  desire  to  profit  from  instruction. 

We  continued  our  rout  through  the  lovely  valley  of 
the  Nahe.  The  country  no  longer ,  as  in  the  vicinity  of 
Crcuznach  was  distinguished  by  that  character  of  grandeur 
which  marks  the  romantic  scenery  near  the  Saline:  here 
all  was  peace  and  pastoral  loveliness;  the  fertile  hill 
clothed  with  the  clustering  grape,  plains  teeming* with 
corn ,  fruit  and  vegetables  ,  meadows  luxuriant  with  bend- 
ing grass ,  all ,  all  bespeaking  the  bounteous  hand  of  pro- 
vidence ,  aided  by  the  industry  of  its  creatures.  Passing 
Laubenheim  and  Sarmsheim ,  the  lovely  stream ,  which 
we  had  not  seen  since  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Greuznach, 
now  creeping  slowly  past  us,  added  a  beauty  to  the 
scene  ,  alone  wanting  to  complete  the  perfection  of  the 
whole.     Munster,    its  pretty  churchyard,    (o'er  the  hand-' 
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some  entrance  to  whieh  tKe  ivords  uRuhe  in,Gott,ii  par- 
ticularly pleased  me ) ,  with  its  trees ,  flowers ,  humble 
memento's  of  mortality ,  and  sweet  situation^  had  such  an 
attraction  for  me  that  I  felt  disjiosed  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the 
reflections  which  such  places  ever  create  in  my  mind. 

In  my  account  of  Mentz  I  have  had  occasion  to  remark 
on  the  peculiarly  amiahle  feelings  of  the  German  people  in 
re{]^ard  to  their  reverence  for  the  dead,  (not  in  their  out- 
ward mourning ,  for  the  sable  habiliments  of  woe  form 
not  a  part  in  their  manifestation  of  sorrow  for  departed 
friends),  that  any  further  observation  is  unnecessary,  save 
that  in  all  their  actions  I  trace  that  same  Gemuthlichkeit 
80  often  the  subject  of  my  remark. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is  the  lofty  Scharlach- 
berg^,  so  celebrated  for  its  wine.  On  a  piece  of  rock  at 
the  extreme  point  of  a  sharp  ang^le  in  the  road,  and  com- 
mandjjQg  in  every  direction  the  river,  ^ith  its  bridge, 
and  the  several  roads  from  Mentz,  Bingen,  and  Greuznach, 
stands  a  small  part  of  a  tower  erected  by  the  Romans 
most  judiciously  for  their  defence ,  and  the  annoyance  of 
their  enemies.  Passing  this  ruiu^  we  bent  our  course 
towards  the  bridge,  one  half  of  which,  appertains  to 
Hessen  Darmstadt,  the  other  to  Prussia^  thus  making 
the  bed  of  the  river  the  boundary  of  the  two  countries. 
A  few  minutes  walk  brought  us  to  Bingen. 

Regarding  this  place  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
early-  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  Romans  ,  and  as 
in  proceeding  over  the  Taunus  mountains  I  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  Roman  history,  (as  far  as 
it  relates  to  their  settlement  in  this  part  of  Germany,  as 
an  elucidation  to  the  monuments  they  have  left  in  the 
country),  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  reader,  not 
having  a  very  extensive  knowledge  of  German  history  to 
accept  such  imperfect  relation ,  as  my  limited  space , 
and  sources  of  information  give  m^^  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  them  with. 
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It  k  Bat  at  aD  BeeHsary  to  my  ob^cf  i»  trace  tfct 
kutarr  «f  tk  Gemaw  fiBrtker  back  tkas  to  tlttt  puiai, 
wkem  tke  Booiaaa  were  m  pesaessioM  of  tke  ^mmm^kwj  S—tk 
•f  tke  Htmaa,  betweem  BaTaria  and  Italy ,  mmd.  WiCmc 
tkey  kaHl  peBctrated  uito  tkat  part,  nBcdiately  •■  tke 
Kkise.  I  am  ratker  led  to  iBa(pBe  tkey  stay  kore  pcr- 
kaps  keem  led  to  am  attack  ob  tke  imterior  part  mf  tko 
coBBtrr  kv  tke  iacarsioos  made  kr  tke  Ger^nBs  ok  tkcii 
owB  territtiry  .  or  tkat  of  tkeir  aei^kkoors ,  eitker  Badcr 
tkeir  ddBUBioB  or  protectwa.  Tkis  period  was  ratkcr 
ketter  tkaB  akoot  100  ycara  kefore  Ckrist,  wkeB,  it  appcBTiy 
two  wOd  aBd  karkaroos  matioos ,  railed  tke  CiakerBa  asd 
TeatoBeaBs  ,  rrsidiod^  ia  tke  coaa tries  of  Jfeekleakai^  aad 
PoBieraaia ,  ia  roasetpieBce  ,  as  is  afinae^  by  sone ,  of  a 
great  iaaadatiOB  of  tke  Baltic ,  ky  otkers  as  resaltiag  Iros 
a  disasteroas  war  witk  a  aei^koariag  aatioa  ,  or  froai  a 
too  great  iacrease  of  popalatioa,  left  tkeir  koaes^  aad 
witk  tkeir  wires  aad  ckildrea ,  cattle ,  aad  koasekold 
Gods,  made  tkeir  war  towards  Italr. 

Tkey  are  described  as  weariog  Helmets  repreteotiag 
tke  keads  of  wild  animals,  witk  armoar  of  iron,  aad 
cloaks  of  skins  of  the  monsters  of  tke  forest ,  witk  tkeir 
arms  and  legs  witbont  any  corering,  and  protected  by 
sbields  of  platted  willow,  and  armed  witk  spears  and 
knires  of  surprising  weigbt,  and  singular  workmanskip. 
About  115  before  €brist ,  tbe  defence  of  tbe  passage  of 
tbe  Alps  was  entrusted  to  tbe  Roman  warrior  Carbo,  a 
soldier  of  acknowledged  military  skill  and  courage ,  and 
•f  sock  consummate  canning,  tbat  be  was  considered  al- 
most inrincible.  Tbis  qrafty  warrior  songbt  to  tempt  tbe 
Germans  into  tbe  narrow  pastes  of  tbe  mountains ,  and 
tkcra  to  destroy  tbem,  pretending  in  friendship  to  inyite 
Iken  la  sore  extensire ,  and  more  fertile  districts ;  but 
tlMlGenUUU^  kefore  deceired  by  such  shews  of  friendship^ 
Ml  to  ke  drawp  '  '    ^be  snare.     The  Romans  there-* 
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fore  attacked  the  Germans,  but  so  well  were  the  latter 
prepared  for  the  assault ,  that  the  Romans  ^verc  totally 
defeated,  Garho  escapinop  with  only  a  few  followers.  The 
Romans  were  a  less  athletic  people  far  than  their  op- 
ponents, but  they  were  far  better  armed,  and  much  better 
disciplined. 

The  Germans  now  made  their  way  over  the  country 
situated  between  the  Donau  and  the  hills  of  Austria  and 
Tyrol,  through  Bavaria  and  Swabia  to  Switzerland.  On 
their  way  two  other  people  united  with  them ,  these  were 
denominated  the  Ambroneu  of  Emmcrg^au,  and  the  Ti- 
gurener  of  Zurich.  They  now  proceeded  to  the  South 
of  France ,  proposing^  to  the  Romans  that  they  should 
grant  them  a  quiet  residence  in  Italy ,  where  they  would 
form  a  colony ,  subjecl^  to  Rome ,  promising  to  give  them 
on  all  occasions  the  ulmost  support  in  war  ,  but  the  Ro- 
tnans  t]|inking  through  another  general  easily  to  expel 
them,  at  once  refused;  this  was  about  the  iOS  year  before 
the  Christian  era. 

Neither  superior  skill  nor  discipline  availed  the  Roman 
legions ,  against  their  more  rude  and  hardy  assailants  ^ 
tind  after  in  several  engagements  having  suffered  very 
-severely,  they  in  a  most  decisive  battle  on  the  Rhone  lost 
80,000  picked  troops,  and  40,000  attendants  and  soldiers 
attached    to    the    waggon    train.      This    loss    spread   such 
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terror  among  the  Romans  ,  that  for  a  long  period  they 
designated  any  severe  affliction  a  Cimbrian  loss  ,  and  had 
at  this  time  the  Germans  been  disposed  to  follow  up 
their  advantage ,  they  might  have  penetrated  into ,  and 
have  subjugated  almost  the  whole  of  Italy ;  but  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Romans  failed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Germans, 
and  it  is  even  maintained,  that  to  the  representations  of 
their  wives  and  daughters  they  were  mainly  indebted  for 
the  victory  they  Vd  won,  for  the  women  representing 
to   them  the   frightful  consequences    of  defeat,    impelled 


WAR  WITH  THE  KOMANS.  473 

in  Italy.  »  The  Germans  passed  through  the  valleys  of 
the  country,  more  like  a  people  peaceably  cmigratiugf  to 
a  more  fruitful  home ,  than  as  an  enemy  advancing  fop 
conquest,  so  full  of  confidence  ivere  they,  and  so  flushed 
ivith  victories  over  the  Romans  ,  -ihat  they  began  to  des- 
pise the  foe ,  and  to  believe  themselves  invincible.  On 
the  hills  above,  the  Romans  followed,  and  watching  the 
motions  of  their  enemies ,  were  always  prepared  to  avail 
themselves  of  any  advantage  the  too  great  confidence  and 
security  of  the  Germans  might  offer  them. 

Each  Roman  soldier  was  obliged  to  carry  with  him, 
independent  of  his  arms ,  either  a  pallisado  or  a  spade  , 
with  which  on  every  halt  an  entrenchment  was  thrown  up. 
Thus  they  progressed,  the  one  party  too  confident  in 
their  superiority  and  despising  their  opponents,  the  other 
smarting  under  former  losses  and  defeat ,  longing  to  re- 
trieve the.  one  ,  and  wipe  out  the  record  of  the  other  in 
the  blood  of  their  enemies ,  prepared  every  moment  for 
the  assault  of  their  foes,  and  only  watching  for  a  favourable 
moment  to  attack  them. 

Arrived  at  a  spot  near  to  which  now  stands  the  town 
of  Aix-la-Ghapelle ,  the  Germans  as  usual  in  the  valley, 
the  Romans  on  the  hill ,  the  latter  for  the  first  time  began 
to  murmur  at  the  great  exertions  they  were  obliged  to 
make ,  without  any  apparent  termination  to  their  labours  , 
and  in  this  particular  instance,  on  account  of  the  dreadful 
heat  and  want  of  water  from  which  they  were  suffering, 
while  they  saw  their  enemies  bathing  in  the  stream  below. 
Marius  9  pointing  to  their  foes  ,  said ,  «  behold  water  in 
abundance ,  blood  is  the  price  with  which  it  must  be 
purchased. »  Immediately  the  legions  called  upon  their 
general  to  lead  them  to  the  attack.  Marius  consented,  but 
first  insisting  on  the  completion  of  the  entrenchment.  Several 
attendants  on  the  waggon  train  though,  left  the  hill  in 
order  to  fetch  secretly  a  load  of  water  ^   being  perceived 
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by  several  of  the  Amboinen  ^ho  were  bathing  in  the  river, 
they  came  to  blows ,  each  2>arty  calling  for  the  assist- 
ance of  their  companions ;  the  Germans  were  driven  bach, 
but  before  the  main  hody  of  the  Roman  army  coald  ad^ 
vance  to  aid  their  companions,  a  number  of  women  at- 
tacked the  few  witl|  hatchets  and  knives ,  and  forced  them 
to  retire  a  short  distance,  and  ultimately  to  their  entrench- 
ments. This  small  advantage  though  was  dearly  bought, 
for  the  women  now  pointing  to  the  Roman  entrenchment, 
called  upon  their  husbands  and  brothers  to  imitate  their 
example ,  and  finally  exterminate  their  enemies ,  and  thus 
urged  at  length  the  Germans  determined  to  attack  the 
foe. 

The  alarm  of  the  Romans  during  the  night  was  very 
great,  fearing  the  Germans  should  daring  its  darkness  attack 
them,  and  which  was  not  a  little  augmented  from  the 
incessant  howling  of  the  women  in  the  valley  over  the 
dead  bodies  of  their  husbands. 

By  break  of  day  the  Germans  advanced ,  and  now 
Marius  in  his  turn  determined  to  come  to  a  general  eng'agtt- 
ment.  lie  had  sent  in  the  night  5,000  men  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  and  placed  his  whole  army  in  order  of  battle. 
The  Germans  were  delighted  to  see  their  enemies  before 
their  pallisadoes,  and  instantly  in  tumults  of  joy  rushed 
up  the  hill  to  attack  them  ,  but  their  enthusiasm  was  the 
very  cause  of  their  discomfiture ,  for  arriving  quite  out  of 
breath  from  their  great  exertions,  (the  very  point  to  which 
Marius  had  so  long  wished  to  being  them) ,  they  were 
unable  in  their  weakened  state  to  break  the  disciplined 
legions  of  the  Romans ,  and  being  attacked  in  their  rear 
by  the  5,000  men  sent  by  Marius  during  the  night  for 
that  purpose,  they  were  so  deranged  in  all  their  plans, 
(never  very  deliberately  arranged,  depending  more  on 
physical  power  than  well  digested  plans  and  tactics) ,  that 
they  fell  back  in  great  disorder,   and  suffered  a  complete. 
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defeat,  the  slaogbter  being  of  the  most  dreadful  kind. 
Teutoliold  their  Duke  was  taken  prisoner ,  and  with  others 
was  destined  to  grace  the  triumphal  car  of  the  victorious 
Marius ;  this  prince  was  a  politic,  and  for  the  age  in  which 
he  lived ,  an  enlightened  man ,  and  one  of  the  most  con- 
rageous  and  powerful  men  that  ever  lived,  it  being  reported 
of  him  that  he  could  bend  an  iron  bar,  and  could  vault 
over  six  horses  standing  abreast. 

The  other  division  of  the  German'  horde  had  already 
penetrated  through  Suabia ,  Switzerland ,  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Tyrol.  The  Tigurina  remained  as  a  rear  guard 
in  the  mountain  passes.  The  Gymbrians  went  through  to 
the  north  of  Italy ,  where  nothing  seemed  so  greatly  to 
delight  them ,  as  the  sight  of  the  snow  bedecked  earth , 
in  which  they  rolled  themselves  with  delight,  and  con- 
verting their  shields  into  sledges ,  glided  with  seeming 
rapture  down  the  ice  bound  hills.  The  Romans  encamped 
on  both  sides  of  the  Etch  stream  erected  a  bridge  across 
the  same ,  and  the  General  Gatulus  .threw  up.  some  forti- 
fications on  both  banks  of  the  river.  To  destroy  this 
bridge  the  Germans  foreed  immense  quantities  of  timber 
which  they  felled  for  the  purpose  down  the  stream ,  which 
coming  with  force  against  the  bridge  carried  the  half 
finished  works  away.  This  so  oft  as  the  Romans  attempted 
it  was  the  case. 

This  determined  r(;^i8tance  ,  induced  the  Romans  to 
withdraw^  but  those  on  the  side  where  the  Gymbrians 
had  taken  their  stand  being  vigorously  attacked ,  were , 
after  an  obstinate  defence  obliged  to  succumb ,  and  were 
made  jirisoners ,  but  such  was  the  admiration  excited  by 
their  valour  that  their  generous  foes  granted  them  life 
and  freedom.  Again  the  Germans  failed  as  they  so  often 
before  had  done,  in  not  following  up  their  advantage, 
nothing  favourable   resulting  from  their  victory.     It  is  am 
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widovbted  fact,  tkat,  ifinsteadof  renaiaiiiir  foUUj  inactiTe 
they  had  direetlj  adranced,  they  mi^ht  hare  conqaered 
the  whole  country,  and  eren  hare  taken  possession  of 
Aome  itself. 

In  the  mean  time  Marias  haying  totally  defeated  the 
Tentonians  and  Amkronen ,  now  nnited  his  forces  with 
those  of  Gatnlns  in  lOi  before  Christ,  and  baring  dispo- 
sed his  whole  army  in  order  of  battle  on  an  immense 
plain  on  the  Po,  he  so  judiciously  arranged  his  troops, 
that  the  Germans  could  not  avoid  coming  to  the  attack, 
and  under  such  disadyantages  as  insured  to  Marias  the 
yictory.  The  weather  was  excessively  hot,  the  Snn 
bearing  with  unusual  power  immediately  in  the  eyes  of 
the  advanciug  Germans ,  clouds  of  dust  almost .  darkened 
the  air,  and  not  what  the  arms  of  Rome  could  effect  against 
these  warlike  people  of  the  north,  the  climate  accomplished, 
for  nnused  to  such  an  atmostphere ,  their  physical  powers 
sunk  before  the  natural  allies  of  their  enemies ,  and  total 
defeat  was  the  result  Determined  not  to  retreat ,  they 
fought  chained  to  eacfi  other,  and  thus  were  mown  down 
like  the  grass  of  the  field.  On  this  dreadful  day  hardly 
a  hundred  prisoners  were  made ,  for  even  the  women ,  not 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  destroyed  themselves 
by  hundreds.  From  this  period  for  the  space  of  fifty  years 
a  general  peace  ensued. 

Between  the  Oonau  and  the  ^eckar,  just  70  years 
before  the  birth  of  Christ,  a  prince  of  the  name  of  Ario- 
vist  resided,  whose  dominions  were  of  very  considerable 
extent,  embraciog  on  the  upper  Rhine  the  countries  of 
Suabia ,  Frankonia  ,  the  Rhioe  and  Main  districts ,  Hes* 
sia ,  Thuringia ,  the  lands  on  the  Saal  and  Elb ,  and 
Brandenburg  as  far  as  the  East  sea.  These  several  nations 
were  all  denominated  Suevern ,  and  upon  any  emergency 
the  Duke  could  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of  100,000  men. 
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Tbe  fame  of  this  mighty  potentate  had  reached  ev-en 
as  far  as  Gallia ,  and  a  people  called  the  Sequaner  callings 
him  to  their  assistance  against  the  Aedner ,  their  enemies, 
they  hesitated  not  to  ansvt^er  to  the  invitation,  and  passing 
the  Rhine ,  joined  the  Sequaner ,  and  in  a  short  time 
totally  vanquished  their  enemies  ',  but  instead  of  returning 
to  their  homes  again ,  they  kept  possession  of  the  con- 
quered land  for  themselves ,  and  declared  Ariovist  sove- 
reign of  the  country.  The  fame  of  this  land  so  greatly 
increased,  that  others  soon  joined  the  Duke,  and  he  found 
himself  surrounded  by  100,000  men  at  arms. 

This  powerful  army  causing  much  anxiety  to  the  Gauls, 
they  sought  by  force  of  arms  to  expel  the  intruders,  but 
being  defeated  in  all  attempts  against  the  Duke^  their 
efforts  convincing  them  of  their  own  weakness  ,  and  of  the 
power  of  their  enemies ,  Ariovist  availed  himself  of  his 
superiority,  permanently  to  attach  the  conquered  country 
to  his  dominions. 

At  length  the  Gauls  assembled  a  mighty  force  to 
oppose  their,  already  too  firmly  established  enemies,  and 
delivered  several  well  fought  battles  ,  but  the  bravery  of 
raw,  undisciplined  troops  could  effect  but  little  against 
the  veteran  forces  of  the  invader,  and  being  at  length 
totally  dispirited  from  defeat  they  left  foi*  a  time  the  con- 
queror in  quiet  possession  of  his  conquest. 

About  this  period  came  Julius  Cesar  across  the  Alps, 
and  in  a  short  time  established  himself  on  the  Rhone  with 
a  powerful  army,  having  in  a  great  battle,  previously 
defeated  the  Swiss,  who  attempted  to  oppose  his  passage. 
The  Gauls  now  sent  deputies  to  the  Roman ,  requesting 
him  to  grant  them  his  aid  in  expelling  the  Sueven«  On 
this  application  Cesar  advanced  towards  the  Jura  moun- 
tains,, and  sent  ambassadors  to  Areovist  to  require  of  him, 
that  he  should  hot  only  hinder  the  further  emigration  of 
Germans  into  Gaul,    but  should  himself  immediately  retire 
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«  Tell  Cesar,  said  Areoyist  in  replj, 

uBderstand  as  well  as  tbc  Romans  how 

^^   <!  victory,  and  tbat  I  doubt  not  I  shall  as 

:w««   to  punish   the   insolence   of   Home    as    to 

^^.  I     This    determined   answer    of  the    enemy 

v^wi«^«l  bv  the  ambassadors  to    the   army  ,    caused 

^4»jka  panic  »,    as  they  called  it  amongp  their  foes, 

wwtiired  the  utmost  encroy  and  encouragement  on 

.^««  ji  Cesar  to  keep  them  in  countenance. 

(ftc  l^crwanSy  contrary  to  their  usual  practice,  declined 

,^    to  any  enijag^cment    of  magfnitude^    but  soug^ht  in 

Kiriaut  skirmishes    to  tire    and   annoy  their  enemies. 

w     ao   uf  these  partial  en(][a{jements  the  Romans  ,    seeing 

^  >mmU  party  of  cavalry  advancing,  sent  an  equal  number 

mM  iu  oppose  tbem,    when  from  behind  each  of  the  riders 

>^uviii|f  a  regularly  appointed  foot  soldier,  who  thus  formed 

JIM  infantry   force  of  like  numbers  ,    and  gave  such  a  pre- 

uaiiderating    power   to   the    Germans ,     that    the    Romans 

^uud  it  necessary  to  retreat.,  tbis  was  just  as  Cesar  desi- 

i>^|  it  should  happen,  he  instantly  gave  orders  for  a  seeming 

y[«tteral  retreat ,    which  so  inspired  the  enemy ,    that  they 

laudly  demanded  their  companions  should  join  them,    and 

thus  insure  a  splendid  victory. 

Not  the  commands  ,  the  entreaties  of  Areovist  could 
restrain  them  ,  and  they  rushed  headlong  on  destruction. 
Cesar,  it  is  said,  aware  that  the  German  soothsayers  had 
prognosticated  to  the  nation,  that  if  they  came  to  an 
engagement  before  the  new  moon,  without  doubt  woald 
be  defeated,  had  sought  by  every  means  in  his  power 
to  bring  them  to  an  engagement ,  convinced ,  that  if 
they  only  received  a  partial  check,  their  superstitious 
fears  would  operate  greatly  in  his  favour,  and  decide  the 
day  to  the  honour  of  Rome. 

The  attack  of  the  Germans  was  most  terrific ,  the  left 
wing  of  the  Romans  could  not  withstand  the  shock ,    was 
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immediately  thrown  into  disorder  and  obliged  to  retreat. 
To  coontcrbalancc  tbis  disaster  the  left  wing  of  tbe  Ger* 
mans  was  totally  routed  by  Cesar  ^  but  who  perceiving 
the  situation  of  his  own  Icft^  desisted  from  the  pursuit 
of  the  flying  Germans  9  and  harried  back,  to  the  support 
of  his  army.  The  enemy  thus  taken  unexpectedly  in  the 
rear  were  so  disconcerted  by  the  attack  of  the  victorious 
Roman  legions ,  that  they  made  but  a  faint  resistance  9 
and  were  slaughtered  most  unmercifully  by  the  enemy,  very 
few  escaping  over  the  Rhine  with  their  leader  Areovist. 
Nothing  more  is  related  of  this  Prince  worthy  of  remark.. 
This  signal  defeat  of  the  Germans  took  place  38  years 
before  Christ. 

From  this  period  the  Romans  established  themselves 
in  the  countries  on  the  Rhine ,  but  they  had  as  yet  not 
ventured  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  tbe  country. 
|n  12  or  15  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  though,  their 
intentions  seemed  of  a  more  hostile  character,  and  under 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Augustus  it  was  resolved  to 
effect  the  conquest  of  the  land.  With  this  intention  the 
celebrated  general  Drusus ,  the  son  in  law  of  the  Empe- 
ror, was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  veteran  army, 
designated  the  army  of  the  Rhine. 

Westphalia  and  lower  Saxony  soon  succumbed  before 
the  genius  of  this  great  warrior,  and  the  powerful  army 
he  commanded.  From  the  lower  Rhine  he  took  four  diffe- 
rent directions ,  and  hia  efforts  were  in  every  respect 
crowned  with  success.  The  one  was  from  the  banks  of 
the  Lippe  ,  and  Ems  ,  as  far  as  the  Weser.  An  other 
from  the  middle  Rhine  to  the  Eib.  In  the  third  he  was 
opposed  to  a  people  called  the  Segambier  living  between  the 
Sieg,  Lippe,  and  Rhein,  the  Rruckterern,  a  people  resi- 
ding on  the  Lippe  awl  Ems  in  Munster  and  the  Mark 
Rrandenburg,  the  Marsen,  a  nation  living  in  another  part 
of  Munster,  the  Amsibarier,  Northeast  of  the  Rmckterern, 
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and  several  of  less  importance.  In  the  fourth  direction 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Weser,  further  than  the 
mountains  of  the  Harz,  he  was  opposed  t6  the  Gherusker, 
the  most  hrave  aiid  mighty  people  of  all  the  German 
nations ,  on  the  confluence  of  the  Weser  with  the  Rau- 
chen,  and  Westerly,  on  the  North  sea,  the  Friesen. 

With  all  these  people  was  Drusus  employed ,  and  all 
successively  were  defeated  hy  him,  for  so  excellent  were 
all  his  arrangfements ,  such  the  skill  of  his  commanders , 
and  such  the  discipline  and  valour  of  his  troops ,  that 
the  Germans  could  not  in  hattle  oppose  the  advance  of 
the  Roman  leg^ious ,  and  therefore  retreated  with  their 
wives  and  children  into  the  woods  and  mountains ,  the 
forsaken  Huts  of  the  natives  aflPordin^  shelter  to  their 
enemies. 

Thus ,  more  as  a  triumphal  procession ,  than  as  an 
advancing  enemy ,  they  penetrated  deep  into  Germany  ^ 
and  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  Elh  and  Weser,  when 
overtaken  hy  the  winter,  to  which  heingf  unused,  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  before  the  natives ,  who  on  all 
sides  hovered  around  them ,  cut  off  all  supplies ,  and 
destroyed  all  who  kept  not .  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army.  During  this  long  march,  Drusus  had  it  seems  esta- 
blished only  one  strong  place  of  defence  in  case  of 
disaster^  this  was  the  strong  castle  of  Aliso  in  West- 
phalia ,  where  it  was  situated  is  doubtful ,  there  being 
various  opinions  on  the  subject.  Some  maintain  it  was 
at  the  junction  of  Alma  and  Lippe,  where  Elsen  near  to 
Paderborn  is  situated,  or  what  is  more  likely  to  have 
been  the  case  at  the  meeting  of  the  Liese ,  Glenne ,  and 
Lippe  by  Liesborn.  - 

The  result  of  this  campaign  determined  Drusus  before 
attempting  any  further  the  conqucf^t  of  the  country  to 
erect  many  such  strong  castles ,  finding  it  impossible  to 
majke  head  against  the  natives,  for  the  permanent  posses- 
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sion  of  the  country,  ifithoat  such  plaeeg  of  security,  and 
to  awe  the  people  into  subjection,  one  of  the  first  which 
he  erected  was  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ems,  where  now 
Emden  lies.  One  of  the  most  important  was  Maguntio- 
rum ,  the  present  town  of  Mentz ,  one[,  remarkably 
strong  was  at  Idstein  in  Nassau,  and  at  least  of  such 
fortresses ,  fifty  were  erected ,  along  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  and  Main. 

The  following  year  was  devoted  to  the.  erection  of 
the  aboYC  mentioned  forts ,  to  driving  back  the  natives  , 
and  to  firmly  establishing  himself  in  the  country ,  for 
which  purpose  several  towns  were  also  constructed.  One 
at  Neuwied,  and  another,  of  which  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  foundations ,  with  my  friend  Mr.  Habel, 
between  Heddernheim  and  Praunheim ,  and  of  which  I 
shall  hereafter  speak. 

From  the  fortified  position  of  Mentz ,  in  the  year  nine 
before  Christ,  Drusus  passed  the  Rhine,  and  undertook 
-his  third  campaign  against  the  Germans,  and  arriving  on 
the  banks  of  the  Elb  made  all  the  necessary  preparations 
to  pass  that  river.  Here ,  as  tradition  has  handed  down 
to  us ,  we  are  told  he  was  addressed  by  a  woman  of 
gigantic  stature ,  who  forbid,  him  to  pass  the  stream , 
(this  is  the  Roman  account) ,  and  thus  accosted  him : 
«  Whither  wilt  thou  proceed  insatiable  Drusus,  fate  denies 
thee  the  accomplishment  of  thy  ambitious  desires,  return, 
for  near ,  very  near  is  the  close  of  thy  proud  life  ^  the 
grave  of  thy  mopstrous  rapacity !  »  This  is  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  female  soothsayers  of  those  dark  ages , 
but  who  were  held  almost  sacred  by  the  natives. 

More ,  than  whole  hordes  of  the  people  in  arms  could 
alarm  him,  'tis  said,  he  was  appalled  at  the  denunciation  of 
the  sybil ;   be  this  as  it  may ,  he  certainly  on  the  instant 
commenced  his  retreat,  and  but  a  few  days  after,  fallingf* 
from  his  horse  he  fractured  his  thigh,     and  died  in  con- 
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sequence  of  the  injury,  hefore  he  could  attain  the  Rhine. 
The  legions,  in  honour  of  their  great  commander,  erected 
in  Mentz  the  Eichelstein ,    a  monument  still  existing^    to 
his    memory ,     and    Tiberius   attended   the   body  to  Italy. 
In    Pavia    the    Emperor  Augustus  with  all  the  great  men 
of  Rome ,    had  already  arrived  to  receive  and  accompany 
it  to  the  capital ,    and    M'here ,     nith    honours    more  than 
awarded  to  the    generality  of  sovereigns  it  was  received  > 
the    whole    people     going    out ,     mourning ,     to    meet    it 
The    Emperor    himself   pronounced    the    funeral    oration 
over  the  body  of  his  beloved  son  in  law,  the  senate  con- 
ferring upon  him  the  highest  honours  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to   shew ,     and  giving  to  him  and  his  descendants 
the  name  of  Germanicus. 

After  the  death  of  Drusus,  Tiberius  received  the  chief 
command  from  the  Emperor  against  the  Germans.  His 
success  surpassed  that  of  his  predecessor,  not  by  the 
power  of  his  arms  ,  but  by  the  cool  calculating  cunning 
of  his  character,  and  thus  the  whole  country  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Weser  submitted  quietly  to  the  yoke  of 
the  Romans  and  gave  Tiberius  a  period  of  peace  ,  who 
during  the  seven  following  years  resided  in  retirement  on 
the  island  of  Rhodes. 

At  the  expiration  of  these  seven  years ,  Tiberius , 
having  been  adopted  by  Augustus,  was  again  sent  against 
the  Germans,  and  in  five  before  Christ  passed  victoriously 
as  far  as  the  Elb.  The  historian  Vellcjus  Paterculus 
represents  this  achievemen1«a6  eclipsing  all  formei^  triumphs 
of  Rome ,  but  Vellejus  being  known  as  a  mean  flatterer 
of  the  great ,  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  his  inflated 
encomiums. 

Just  at  tMs  period  Marbold ,  a  German  prince  ivho 
had  resided  long  in  Rome,  returned  to  his  native  country 
between  the  Main  and  the  Neckar,  and  so  stirred  up  the 
people   against  Augustus ,    who    had    greatly    noticed   him 
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ivhile  in  Rome,  that  they  determined  to  follow  him  into 
Bohemia,  and  there  form  a  power  that  should  compete 
with  Rome  itself.  Here  he  was  about  to  be  attached  by 
Tiberius ,  when  the  Roman  general  received  the  news 
that  the  people  of  Dalmatia ,  and  Pannonia,  had  revolted* 
This  obligee d  Tiberius  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Marbold, 
who  is  greatly  censured  for  having  allowed  so  favourable 
an  opportunity  to  be  lost  of  destroying  the  power  of 
Rome ,  and  for  ever  freeing  his  native  land.  M arbold  at 
this  time  had  an  army  of  S'O^OOO  foot  and  4,000  horse 
to  oppose  to  the  Rome  legions. 

From  this  period  to  nine  years  after  the  birth  of 
Christ,  luxury,  introduced  by  the  Romans ,  had  done 
more  to  debase  the  character,  and  subdue  the  German 
nation  than  the  arms  of  Rome.  Varus  effected  more  in 
this  respect  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and  such  was 
his  contempt  of  the  people,  that  he  had  a  bundle  of 
sticks  carried  before  him  with  an  axe  bound  in  the  same, 
to  shew  that  he  possessed  the  power  to  punish  either  by 
blows  or  death. 

So  debased  was  the  German  character  by  slavery, 
and  that  worst  of  all  mental  and  corporeal  bondage,  dis* 
sipatiou ,  that  for  a  period  the  former  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence which  animated  the  people  seemed  quite  lost 
in  apathy,  or  sunk  in  effeminacy,  till  at  the  call  of  the 
noble  patriot  Hermann ,  or  Arminius ,  (  one  of  the  people 
of  the  Gherusker,)  they  were  at  length  roused  from  their 
torpor,  and  determined  to  free  their  native  land.  Her- 
mann had  formerly  been  in  the  service  of  the  Romans , 
and  this  circumstance  tended  only  the  more  to  increase 
his  hatred  for  the  nation.  To  effect  the  object  he  had 
in  view  he  caused  sl  general  rising  of  the  people  in  one 
of  the  distant  provinces  subject  to  Rome,  and  so  judicious 
were  all  his  plans,  that  Varus  was  kept  in  entire  igno* 
ranee  of  the   strength   of  his  opponents ,   and  certain  la 

5i  * 
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hit  own  Miad  of  svecess,  if  lie  b«t  Made  a  display  of 
hit  power ,  lie  adraneed  foil  of  confidence  against  tke  foe, 
wko  by  a  well  arranged  retreat  led  tliem  into  tbe  Tento- 
bnrger  wood,  which  was  sitoated  between  Paderborn, 
Detmold,  and  Manden.  Having  by  this  means  drawn  them 
into  the  trap,  laid  for  them,  the  Germans  now  surrounded 
and  attached  them  on  all  sides.  What  added  greatly  to 
the  confusion  of  the  Roman  legions,  was  the  great  number 
of  Waggons  by  which  they  were  encumbered ,  and  which 
tended  greatly  to  impede  their  operations.  The  distress 
of  their  wires  and  children,  who  occupied  the  waggons, 
augmented  the  perplexity  of  the  Romans,  the  slippery 
state  of  the  roads  from  a  heavy  fall  of  rain ,  rendering 
it  difficult  for  the  baggage  waggons  to  proceed. 

In  this  dilemma  Yarns  collected  the  best  of  his  troops 
determining  to  break  through  the  lines  of  ihe  enemy  in 
the  hope  of  reaching  one  of  his  fortified  stations,  or 
of  bringing  the  Germans  on  an  open  plain ,  (where  they 
could  out  manoeuTre  them),  to  a  regular  battle;  but  having 
to  contend  in  a  narrow  space,  no  sooner  had  one  party 
given  way  than  fresh  hordes  poured  down  to  supply  their 
places  ,  and  this  desperate  encounter  ceased  not  with  the 
day-,  but  was  kept  up  during  the  whole  night ,  the  noble 
Hermann  encouraging  his  troops  by  his  valiant  example, 
not  to  relax  in  their  efforts  while  a  Roman  remained  to 
.  be  sacrificed  to  the  injured  manes  of  his  countrymen. 

Varus  in  despair  at  his  defeat,  could  not  outlive  the 
disgrace  of  having  sacrificed  so  fine  an  army  through  his 
want  of  foresight ,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  engage* 
ment  fell  upon  his  sword.  On  this  memorable  day ,  the 
blood  of  not  less  than  40,000  Romans  dyed  the  soil  .of 
Germany,  and  the  field  of  Hermann's  noble  struggle  will 
ever  be  dear  to  the  nation,  so  long  as  patriotism,  courage, 
and  virtue  have  their  seat  in  a  German's  breast.  This 
ever  celebrated  battle  took  place  in  the  country  of  Pader-. 
born  near  to  the  towns  of  Horn  and  Lippspringe. 


HfiRMANAf.  485 

How  different  was  tlie  conduct  of  the  Germans  on  this 
Occasion ,  to  that  of  the  same  nation  by  their  former  ;Tic«» 
tories  over  the  Romans;  then,  satisfied  by  conquest,  they 
suffered  all  the  advantages  they  mig^ht  have  derived  from 
their  superiority ,  to  be  lost  from  Want  of  energy  in 
following  up  their  advantage;  now  on  the  contrary  the 
wary  Hermann  pushed  forward  his  forces ,  every  where 
defeated  the  Romans  ,  and  pointing  to  the  mountains  of 
his  dear  native  land  in  which  one  of  his  generals  (satis- 
fied with  their  victory,  wished  the  Remans  to  be  left  in 
peace),  the  noble  patriot  exclaimed:  ((it  would  be  easier 
to  level  yon  mountain  by  a  mortal's  efforts  with  the  nether 
earthy  than  e'er  be  made  to  bend  a  pliant  neck«  or  basely 
suffer  Roman  chains  to  fetter  my  free  -  born  soul ,  »  and 
surmounting  every  opposing  diflUculty,  he  totally  expelled 
the  legions  from  the  Rhine,  demolished  all  their  castles, 
and  free'd  his  dear ,  his  native  land. 

Should  despot  tongue  proclaim  intent , 

In  mldni(;lit  darkness  to   enfold 

TLe  land,  -where  man  on  freedom  bent, 

Krects  his  front  in  honour  bold: 

Tho'  tyrant  chain  each  limb  should  bind 

Yet  freedom's  «8un  M'ould  cheer  his  mind. 

With  bliss  each  peasant  would  resign^ 
The  peaceful  labour  of  his  hand , 
IVor  o'er  departed  joys  repine 
"While  struggling  for  his  fatherland: 
Land  of  freedom,  loye,  and  beauty! 
Thee  to  shield  is  man's  first  duty ! 

Five  years  after  this  disasterous  encounter,  being  14 
years  after  the  birth  of  Christ ,  Germanicns ,  the  son  of 
Drusus,  advanced  into  Germany,  to  make  a  third  effort 
to  subjugate  the  country.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  he 
by  stratagem  obtained  possession  of  the  wife  of  Hermann , 
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and  haTing  now,  he  concelveJy  complete  command  over  his 
opponent ,  kriowin{|^  the  unbounded  affection  he  entertained 
for  his  wife ,  he  tendered  him  the  liberty  of  her  he  loved, 
and  rank  in  the  Roman  army,  only  second  to  himself  in 
command,  if  he  would  hot  forsake  the  cause  of  his  country. 
The  noble  Hermann's  reply  was,  ttl  rely  in  the  honour 
of  my  wife  for  I  know  she  would  despise  me  as  a  traitor 
could  I  on  such  terms  purchase  her  freedom ,  and  dearly 
as  I  love  and  respect  the  wife  of  my  bosom ,  I  yet,  more 
love  my  country  and  prize  my  honest  name. »  Hermann's 
wife  was  sent  to  Rome  where  she  died  in  captivity. 

This  beyond  any  things  enraged  the  noble  patriot  and 
he  called  upon  the  Ghernsker  to  resent  the  insult ,  and  to 
free  their  country  from  the  b^ase  intruders.  Nothwiih- 
standing  his  utmost  efforts  thougph,  he  could  not  prevent 
their  approach  to  the  very  spot  where  six  years  previous 
the  great  and  decisive  battle  was  fought.  It  seemed  the 
object  with  Germanicus ,  was  ,  to  wash  out  the  disgrace 
brought  upon  the  Roman  arms  on  the  idential  spot ,  where 
they  were  so  tarnished  with  dishonour,  but  on  arriving  on 
the  field  of  battle,  alone  the  bleached  hones  and  fragments 
of  Roman  arms  were  to  be  seen,  hut  here  the  legions  on 
bended  knee  made  a  vow,  not  to  cea^e  from  their  pursuit 
of  the.  retreating  enemy,  till  they  had  revenged  the  deaths 
of  their  countrymen.  This  very  enthusiasm  was  the  cause 
of  their  discomfiture ,  the  Germans  drew  them  by  degrees 
into  a  deep  morass,  where  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
cooling  their  valour,  for  here  it  came  to  a  pitch  battle, 
in  which  the  Romans  were  so  roughly  handled  by  their 
enemies ,  as  to  be  obliged  to  retreat.  Germanicus  effected 
his  retreat  with  a  part  of  his  army  in  vessels  on  the  Ems, 
while  his  second  in  command  Coecina  was,  ordered  to 
retreat  with  his  troops  by  land. 

The  latter  were  so  closely  pressed  by  the  Germans 
that  they  were  obliged  to  entrench  themlselves  in  a  strong 
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position,  where  Hermanu  advised  tbey  should  leave  them 
unmolested,  and  rather  seek  to  starve  them  out,  than  run 
the  risk  of  defeat,  Lj  attacking^  them  in  their  strong^ 
fastness ,  hut  nM:hing  could  restrain  the  ardour  of  the 
Germans,  they  demanded  to  Le  led  on  to  the  attack, 
that  they  might  have  the  gratification  of  at  once  destroy- 
ing ^their  enemies.  The  determined  hravery  of  the  natives 
could  not  surmount  impossihilities ,  and  Goecina  taking 
advantage  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  Germans,  in  their  at- 
tempt to  storm  his  strong  encampment ,  ordered  an  attack 
on  the  weakest  part  of  his  adversary's' lines,  hroke  through 
their  disorganized  masses ,  though  not  without  great  loss, 
and  effected  his  escape  to  the  Rhine. 

The  following  year  Germanicus  again  returned  with 
a  much  more  cOnsiderahle  force  ,  and  having  advanced  as 
far  as  IdistavisMis ,  near  Prussian  Mindcn  on  the  Weser, 
he  gained  a  considerahlo  victory  over  the  Ghcrusker, 
where  Hermann  himself  was  severely  wounded. 

Again  all  ranks ,  all  ages  flew  to  arms ,  and  now  hy 
the  advice  of  their  renowned  leader,  they  avoided  coming 
to  any  general  engagement  with  the  Romans  ,  hut  sought 
in  small  parties  to  attack  and  annoy  them.  In  these 
skirmishes  it  is  true  the  Romans  were  almost  always 
successful ,  hut  victory  was  at  the  same  time  attended 
with  such  loss  to  them,  that  they  soon  again  were  obliged 
to  retreat  from  Germany.  Germanicus  was  so  unfortunate 
in  this  instance  ,  as  to  he  overtaken  hy  a  storm ,  in  his 
attempting  to  pass  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ems  into  the 
North  sea ,  which  nearly  destroyed  the  whole  of  his  force. 

From  this  period  to  the  death  of  the  noble  Hermann, 
the  Germans  were  free  from  the  incursions  of  the  Romans, 
and  the  valiant  patriot  being  called  upon  by  his  country- 
men of  Bohemia  ,  to  assist  them  against  their  tyrannical 
ruler ,  Marbot ,  ( before  mentioned  for  his  despicable 
conduct    in  jiot   expelling   the  Romans,    when    he   had  it 
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^■it«  IB  kl%  power  to  destroy  tkeoi),  ke  readUly  ^ftvc 
tbeoi  bis  sopporty  particolarly  to  pemsk  tkat  despicaUo 
prioee,  for  refasin;  to  aid  tbe  ^eaeral  eaasc  after  tke 
defeat  of  the  Aoaiaas  oader  Varas.  Marbot  was  ammm 
completely  rooted  by  tbe  soperior  siilitary  skill  of  tke 
noble  HemaBB,  and  retiring  into  Italy,  (after  liTini^ 
eigkteen  years  at  RaTenoa,  despised  by  bis  eonntry 
and  an  object  of  contempt  witb  tke  Romans) 9  died 
gretted  by  none. 

It  is  painfnl  to  record  the  deatk  of  tke ,  nerer  to  ke 
forgotten,  llermaon,  wko  fell  (opholding  those  excellent 
laws,  which  with  his  blood  he  had  purchased  for  kis 
eoaatrymen),  in  a  ciril  commotion  of  tke  Gkemsker:  tkis 
was  in  the  21  vear  of  oar  Lord« 

From  this  period  little  is  known  of  the  history  of  tke 
Germans  9   till    the   migration  of  the  people  ,   which  com* 
menced  in  STS,  and  which  though  unconnected  with  that 
part   of  kistory ,  hayiog   reference   to    the   objects  of  this 
work,  I  shall  neTprtheless  briefly  relate,  as  it  may  afford 
some  amusement  to  the  younger  classes  of  my  readers.     It 
seems  though  in  69  Au  Dom:  the  Romans  who  had  again 
settled  themselTCs  ou  the  Rhine  were  once  more  expelled 
by  some  German  tribes^  and  that  in  Su,  their  old  enemies, 
for  permission  to   remain    in   several  of  the  Rhenish  pro- 
rinces,    paid  a  tribute   to  the  Germans.     In  160  a  great 
war  took  place    between  the  Markomauuen ,   and  the  Ro- 
msns,  to  the  alternate  advantage  of  the  contending  parties, 
and  this   state    of  warfare  continued  till  the  migration  of 
the  people  with  occasional  intervals  of  peace. 

From  this  period ,  Rome ,  the  mistress  of  the  world, 
gradually  sunk  from  her  former  greatness,  and  assaulted 
on  all  sides  by  her  enemies,  fast  approached  the  lUud 
close  of  her  magnificent  career.  The  Germans  had  as  yet 
not  ventured  to  attack  the  Romans  on  their  own  soil, 
but  encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Huns  in  573  An  D. 
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they  benfan  seriously  to  eoDtemplate  an  attack  on  Italy-, 
But  it  ivill  be  necessary  first  to  trace  the  progpresa  of  tLe 
barbarous  nations,  wbo  in  hordes  overran  the  most  beauti- 
ful provinces  of  Europe.  The  Huns ,  driven  from  their 
hoitaes  in  Asia  by  an  unsuccessful  war  with  some  neigh- 
bouringf  power,  with  their  wives  and  children  broke  into 
Europe.  Their  first  approach  was  by  the  sea  of  Asoph« 
and  they  settled  themselves  for  a  time  on  the  frontiers 
of  Russia.  These  people  are  described  as  wild  and  bar* 
barous  in  the  extreme,  and  as  dis|;usting^  in  their  persons, 
as  they  were  savage  in  their  manners  and  habitSr  They 
are  represented  as  having  yellow  skins,  deep  sunken 
small  eyes ,  long  straight  hair ,  and  no  beards ,  the  lower 
part  of  the  face  being  sadly  disfigured  by  the  lacerations 
made  during  infancy  to  prevent  the  growth  of  the  beard. 
The  men  were  constantly  on  horseback  ,  and  their  meat 
was  always  prepared  for  their  repast,  by  being  placed 
between  the  saddle  and  the  back  of  the  horse ,  and  there 
retained  till  fit  for  use ;  they  were  thus  like  lightning  in 
their  motions,  broke  into  a  country  like  the  rushing  of 
mighty  waters ,  and  devastated  it  as  much  by  plundering 
and  burning,  as  the  most  dreadful  inundation  lays  waste 
the  fruitful  land,  and  on  the  approach  of  equal  numbers 
to  oppose  them,  they  carried  off  the  inhabitants  as  slaves, 
and  disappeared  with  the  same  velocity  as  they  had  ap- 
proached. 

On  their  first  breaking  into  Europe  they  found  the 
East  and  West  Goths,  and  the  Alanen^  who  were  united 
with  the  Goths,  in  the  Eastern  parts  of  Russia.  These 
peaceable  nations  had  a  great 'dread  of  the  Huns,  and  to 
avoid  coming  in  hostile  contact  with  them,  consented  to 
pay  an  annual  tribute  for  permission  to  remain  in  the 
country  ;>  under  these  conditions  they  were  allowed  to 
retain  their  laws ,  their  language ,  and  to  be  governed 
by  their  king. 
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The  Alanen  dissatisfied  with  the  tyramuc  sway  of  the 
Huns,  at  length  left  the  country,  and  taking  the  course 
of  the  Donan  towards  the  West,  unite i  themselves  witk 
other  German  nations,  with  the  Vandals,  the  Burgundians, 
and  a  part  of  the  Sneven  breaking  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fifth  century  into  the  present  France  and  Spain ,  and 
taking  from  the  Romans  the  chief  parts  of  these  countries. 

The  West  Goths  passed  the  frontiers  of  their  settle- 
ments ,  and  going  towards  the  South ,  soon  overran  the 
present  empire  of  Turkey  in  Europe ,  but  meeting  with 
opposition ,  their  King  Alarich  gave  battle  to  the  Roman 
Emperor  Yalens  in  the  vicinity  of  Adrianopel.  The  Empe- 
ror defeated  on  all  points,  endeavoured  to  effect  his  escape 
to  his  capital ,  Constantinople  ,  but  being  pursued ,  and 
taking  shelter  in  a  peasant's  hut,  the  enemy  set  fire  to 
the  same ,  and  thus  fell  the  weak  and  inglorious  Valens ; 
the  West  Goths  from  this  period  establishing  themselves 
firmly  in  the  country. 

The  two  parties  in  Rome  now  came  to  open  discord  on 
the  election  of  a  Sovereign ,  and  the  result  was ,  that  two 
Emperors  were  chosen ,  Arcadius  for  Constantinople ,  and 
Honorins  for  Rome  and  Italy.  This  election  so  enraged 
Alarich ,  who  being  in  possession  of  a  part  of  the  country 
conceived  he  ought  to  have  been  consulted,  that  he  resol- 
ved to  proceed  direct  for  Italy,  and  there  toi  establish 
his  home. 

In  the  year  408  he  put  in  practice  this  resolve,  and 
being  followed  by  multitudes  of  his  countrymen ,  he  pene- 
trated through  the  country  to  the  gates  of  Rome  without 
the  least  shew  of  resistance ,  and  directly  sent  in  a  man- 
date to  the  Romans  to  surrender  their  capitaL  Ambassa- 
dors were  directly  sent  to  the  invaders  commanding  them 
immediately  to  disperse,  or  that  numerous  bands  should 
assail  thcm<  To  this  announcement  Alarich  undaunted 
replied ,  a  that  thick  grass  was  better  to  mow  than  thin,  a 
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On  this  tbe  ambassadors  demanded ,  «  at  what  priee  they 
coald  purchase  peace. »  Alarlch's  reply  was ,  « on  the 
delivery  of  all  the  Gold ,  Silver ,  Valuables  ,  and  Slaves 
of  German  extract  in  the  whole  country. »  Astonished  at 
this  demand  the  Ambassadors  demanded  « what  then  do 
you  propose  in  this  world  1o  leave  us  ?  »  Alarich's  reply 
was  9  «  the  most  noble  part  of  man  ,  the  SouL  —  »  The 
Romans  unable  to  expel  the  enemy  were  at  length  necessi* 
tated  to  submit,  and  were  obliged  to  give  5,000  pounds 
of  gold ,  50,000  pounds  of  silver ,  many  jewels ,  and  all 
the  slaves ,  to  purchase  peace.  The  greater'  part  was 
immediately  paid,  but  the  terms  of  the  peace  were  soon 
infringed  upon,  and  in  4i0  the  Goths  stormed  the. city, 
destroyed  all  the  palaces ,  and  were  alone  restrained  from 
acting  in  a  like  barbarous  manner  by  the  churches  from 
a  feeling  of  respect  for  that  creed,  which,  since  thrity 
or  forty  years ,  they  themselves  had  professed ,  having 
embraced  the  Christian  faith. 

How  naturally  does  success  beget  Ambition ,  such  was 
the  case  with  Alarich ,  he  had  conquered  the  mightiest  of 
the  mighty ,  he  had  laid  Rome  almost  in  ruins ,  and  he 
thirsted  for  further  conquest ,  determining  to  pass  through 
'Sicily  into  Africa ,  and  there  found  a  mighty  empire ;  but 
that  more  mighty  conqueror.  Death,  put  a  stop  to  all  his 
ambitious  projects ,  and  vanquished  the  vanquisher  in  his 
thrity  fourth  year  at  Gosenza. 

The  Goths ,  had  not  the  light  of  Christianity  already 
beamed  upon  them ,  would  doubtless  have  ranked  him 
among  their  Gods ,  as  it  was ,  they  mourned  his  loss  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect  and  devotion ,  resolving  to 
bury  him  with  all  his'  treasure ,  to  convince  the  world 
that  the  possession  of  his  immense  wealth  could  not  alle- 
viate their  sorrow,  and  that  the  Romans  should  not  disturb 
his  remains  for  the  sake  of  the  richers  buried  with  hink, 
they  led  the  river  Buscnto  through  a  new  channel  cut  for 
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it,  and  Depositing^  the  remains  of  their  king  deep  iu  the 
Led  of  the  stream ,  they  surrounded  the  vault  with  almost 
adamantine  walls ,  and  then  conducted  the  waters  of  the 
river  over  the  grave  of  their  hero. 

The  late  king's  cousin  Athaulf^  (from  which  name  is 
derived  that  of  Adolph)  was  now  elected  king.  This 
prince  immediately'  commenced  hostilities  against  France 
and  Spain ,  conquered  hoth  countries ,  and  founded  the 
great  West  Goth  realm ,  of  which  the  present  Toulouse 
was  the  capital.  His  successor  Valler  much  enlarged  this 
empire. 

In  the  Southeast  of  France  oif.  the  Rhone ,  in  Switzer- 
land,  and  Savoy  the  Burgundians  had  estahlished  them- 
selves. In  a  part  of  Spain  the  Sueven  had. fixed  their 
homes ,  hut  with  the  Vandals  they  passed  over  from  this 
country  into  Africa ,  and  grounded  in  the  countries  of 
Algiers  ,  Fez  and  Morocco  a  mighty  empire  under  their 
king  Genserich  which  continued  only  for  the  space  of  one 
hundred  years. 

The  Angles  and  Saxons  who  resided  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  on  the  Elb  and  the  AYcser^  passed  under  their 
leaders  Hengist  and  Horst  into  England ,  to  afford  assis- 
tance to  the  Britons,  who,  on  the  departure  of  the  Romans, 
no  longer  able  to  withstand  the  warlike  Scots,  had  sent 
to  supplicate  their  aid.  Having  defeated  the  enemies  of 
their  allies,  they  found  the  country  so  agreeable  to  them, 
that  they  resolved  to  settle  in  the  land ,  and  having,  after 
a  vain  resistance  of  the  Britons  subjected  them  to  their 
rule ,  they  firmly  settled  themselves  in  Britain.  As  being 
connected  with  the  various  monuments  of  antiquity  met 
with  in  my  tours  through  the  country,  and  finally,  in  the 
migration  of  the  German  people ,  even  into  England  itself 
I  hope  this  long  digression  will  not  have  been  without 
interest  to  my  readers,  and  with  these  historical  notices  I 
will  close  my  fifteenth  chapter. 
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Blngcn.  Klopp  castle.  The  Morgenbach.  Mause  tower.  Ehrenfels 
castle.  Kuno  of  Falkenstein.  Bctaliation.  A  contrast.  Hudesheino, 
its  castles.  Ellfeld,  the  Alta  Villa  of  the  Bomans.  An  eminent 
female.  A  receipt  for  the  night -mare.  Castles  in  the  air.  Anti- 
cipations answered.  A  duty  better  performed  by  deputy.  Wiesbaden. 
The  Mattiacken.  Boman  baths.  Huns  in  Wiesbaden.  Adolphusj 
Emperor  of  Germany.  Dreadful  days  for  Nassau.  "War  of  the 
peasants.  Dreadful  fire  in  IViesbaden.  Capture  and  sacking  of 
the  town.  A  wilderness.  A  compound  of  good  and  bad.  Emi- 
grants. The  present  noble  house  of  Nassau.  The  bdiling  spring. 
Different  baths.  Analysis  of  the  spring.  A  medical  work  on 
Wiesbaden.  Bathing  establislAnents.  -Mode  of  liying  recommended, 
the  amusements ,  public  buildings ,  .pump ,  and  assembly  rooms , 
casino ,  libraries ,  museum ,  and  antiquities.  The  enyirons  of  Wies- 
baden ,  agreeable  walks.  Th^  Platte.  One  of  the  old  school. 
The  exile.     Biberich.     The  reigning  family. 


WW  hen  dIsgpressiDgf  from  my  tour,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  possession  of  this  country  by  the  Romans ,  I  had 
just  arrived  on  the  Bridge  at  Bingen,  denominated  the 
bridge  of  Drusus,  and  although  at  this  time  I  did  not 
visit  Klopp -Castle,  being  anxious  to  make  progress  in 
my  tour ,  I  will  yet  here  give  my  readers  the  result  of 
a  future  inspection  of  this  beautiful  ruin,  as  also  a  few 
remarks  on  the  castjies  of  Ehrenfels  9  and  Riidesheim , 
visited  on  a  previous  occassion. 

In  the  15  year  before  the  birth  of  Christ  the  Romans 
first  erected  a  castle  on  this  spot ,  and  round  which  sub- 
sec[uently  the  town  was  built.  This  castellum  was  one 
of  the   largest    erected   by    the    Romans.     Noviomagum, 
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impeded  by  the  projecting^  masses  of  rock ,  lashes  with  its 
an£^y  waves  the  radc  impediment  to  its  course  ,  and  roars 
terrific  thro'  each  channel  it  has  formed.  On  one  of  these 
masses  stands  the  Mansethurm,  or  mouse  -  tower ,  the  saw 
connected  with  which  has  so  often  been  recounted ,  that 
I  must  decline  enlistin{|f  among  the  number  of  its  historians. 

Ehrenfels  was  it  seems  built  in  1218  or  19  by  Philip 
the  second  of  Bolanden ,  by  order  and  at  the  expence  of 
his  cousin  Siegfrid  the  second^  of  Mentz.  This  archbishop 
at  his  death  left  the  produce  of  the  hill  on  which  the 
icastle  stood,  and  its  dependences  to  his  cousin^  for  the 
trouble  he  had  in  the  erection  of  the  castle.  Being  once 
in  full  possession ,  the  cousin  usurped  the  entire  right 
over  the  property ,  and  prepared  himself  to  maintain  his 
claim  by  an  appeal  to  arms  ,  and  such  was  the  strength 
of  the  place ,  that  the  archbisbop  renturcd  not  to  attach 
his  relative  behind  the  impregnable  walls  of  the  castle* 
At  the  death  of  the  aspiring  Philip,  Beatrice ,  the  widow 
of  Philip,  continued  her  pretentions  to  the  property,  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  church, 
which  determining  in  favour  of  the  Bishop ,  Beatrice  was 
required  to  retire.  Clad  in  a  coat  of  mail,  the  amazon 
would  still  have  contended  the  point  by  an  appeal  to 
arms ,  but  the  wealth  of  the  Prelate ,  had  proved  so  ex- 
cellent an  ally ,  that  among  her  own  dependents,  she  found 
no  support,    and  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  castle.  % 

Siegfrid  now  took  possession  of  the  property  attached 
to  the  castle,  and  united  it  with  the  archbishopriek 'of 
Mentz.  In  the  year  1298  there  was  established  here  by 
the  authority  of  the  German  king  Albrecht  jof  Austria  ,  a 
Rhine  tribute  or  tax,  which  in  a  short  time  became  very 
lucrative ,  altho'  it  was  not  the  first  established  on  the 
stream.  In,  1501  Albrecht  altered  his  conduct  towards 
the  archbishop  Gerhard  ,  abolished  all  his  rights  and  ob- 
liged him  to   relinquish  the   possession  of  the  castle.     In 
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1514  the  castle  was  restored  to  Archhishop  Peter  on  his 
paying^  an  enormous  sum  as  a  ransome  for  the  same. 
For  a  lengrth  of  time  Ehrenfels  was  pawned  to  the  Cathedral 
of  Mentz ,  and  to  the  high  steward  Kuno  of  Falkenstein , 
afterwards  Elector  of  Triers  ^  and  was  only  redeemed  in 
the  year  I5«S6. 

It  seems  in  1580,  the  mutinous  citizens  of  Bingen 
secretly  resolved  to  attack  Kuno  in  his  castle  of  Klopp, 
where  he  then  resided  as  Elector's  hailiff,  and  to  place 
bim  in  confinement.  Not  suspecting  their  intentions ,  they 
obtained  admission  as  usual  to  the  castle ,  and  directly 
forced  their  way  to  his  bed-chamber.  Kuno  gave  them 
fair  words,  promising  to  accede  to  all  their  demands,  and 
offering  to  accompany  them  to  the  town,  requesting  for 
that  purpose  they  would  leave  his  room  that  he  might 
dress  himself.  Being  thus  left,  he  sprang  upon  the  only 
jnan  remaining  as  guard  over  his  person,  and  having  killed 
bim  with  his  own  weapon,  he  jumped  from  the  window 
into  the  ditch  below,  with  only  slight  bruises,  and  having 
possessed  himself  of  a  boat,  passed  alone  across  the  Rhine 
'  to  Ehrenfels ,  with  a  fixed  resolve  to  resent  the  insult  put 
upon  him. 

Defeated  in  their  expectations  the  citizens  hastened 
out  of  the  castle  to  seek  for  Kuno,  whom  they  doubted 
not  to  find  disabled  beneath  his  window ,  but  deceived  in 
their  anticipations,  they  returned  to  the  gates  of  the  Castle, 
determining  to  retain  and  fortify  it  for  themselves  against 
the  bailiff,  but  the  small  garrison  had  closed  the  gates, 
resolving  to  remain  faithful  to  their  commander.  The 
citizens  therefore  prepared  to  assault  the  castle ,  threaten- 
ing to  put  its  handful  of  defenders  to  the  sword. 

Kuno  in  his  bed-chamber  at  Ehrenfels  heard  the  din 
of  war  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream ,  and  the  alarm 
bell  of  the  castle ,    the  ringing  of  bells  in  Bingen   indica- 
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ting  but  too  clearly  the  intentions  of  tbe  citisens ,  be 
recrossed  tbe  Rhine  \f  ith  a  few  brave  followers,  and  falling 
upon  the  besiegfers  in  the  rear,  soon  caused  such  confusion 
among  them ,  that  gaining  the  entrance  of  the  castle  be 
effected  his  entry  into  it  with  the  besiegers  ,  and  within 
the  castle  so  nohly  led  on  his  few  followers  against  tbe 
inhabitants  of  the  town ,  that  the  latter  with  immense 
slaughter  were  soon  forced  from  the  castle ,  and  while  yet 
panic -struck  from  defeat,  were  driven  into  tbe  town, 
where  a  still  more  horrid  slaughter  took  place.  Having 
taken  many  prisoners ,  the  ringleaders  were  immediately 
executed ,  the  town  cleared  of  the  rebels,  and  order  being 
perfectly  restored ,  Runo  returned  to  his  castle  of  Ebren- 
fels.  This  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  bravest  actions 
of  the  age  in  which  it  took  place. 

From  this  period  the  castle  of  Ehrenfels  daily  acquired 
additional  charms  in  the  eyes  of  the  Electors  of  Mentx. 
It  was  now  more  carefully  fortified  than  before ,  and  for 
security  became  the  residence  of  James  the  second ;  Con^ 
rad  the  third  also  made  it  his  general  abode ,  and 
upon  all  occasions  of  danger,  and  often  too  from  its 
beautiful  situation,  it  became  the  residence  of  Dietrich, 
Diether,  and  Adolph  the  second,  and  many  of  their  edicts 
are  dated  from  this  place. 

After  the  death  of  Jarocs  the  second,  the  members  of 
the  ecclesiastical  chamber  assembled  here,  and  elected 
Conrad  the  third  in  the  year  1419  as  Elector.  It  was 
less  regarded  as  the  residence  of  the  Electors  from  this 
time  forth,  though  it  was  still  kept  in  perfect  repair  till 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  the  least 
appearance  of  danger,  and  in  times  of  war,  the  treasures 
of  the  church  and  Electorate  were  always  removed  to  this 
castle  as  a  place  of  safety ,  this  particularly  was  the  case 
in  1574  when,  but  for  this  wise  step  the  surprising  trea- 
sures of  the  church  would  have  been  lost. 
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With  the  iivholo  of  the  Rhelngpan  Ehrenfels  suffered 
most  sever ely  during' the  thirty  years  war.  In  1651  after 
a  most  determined  resistance  ,  the  governor  having  caused 
several  Swedes  to  be  unjustly  put  to  death ,  i^hen  at  length 
the  place  was  taken  by  storm  by  the  troops  of  the  Swedish 
nation,  the  whole  garrison  were  put  to  the  sword.  From 
this  period  it  owned  many  masters ,  it  was  alternately  in 
the  hands  of  the  Imperialists ,  the  Bavarians ,  the  Swedes 
and  ultimately  again  in  the  possession  of  the  Imperialists , 
in  whose  hands  it  remained  till  the  close  of  the  thirty 
years  wai^.  By  Ihe  latter  it  was  in  1639  restored  to 
Hentz. 

It  has  been  falsely  asserted  that  the  Swedes  ou  their 
retiring  in  i65«)  burnt  and  destroyed  the  fortress ,  for  in 
1640  this  fine  old  castle  was  still  in  an  excellent  state 
of  repair,  and  in  all  human  probabilify  to  the  French 
belongs  the  honour  of  having  destroyed  this  \castle  with 
that  of  Klopp  in  the  year  1689. 

There  is  as  great  a  difference  between  an  English  and 
a  German  boatman,  as  between  the  greatest  extremes  that 
are  to  be  conceived  in  nature.'  The  former  sprightly  and 
light  as  his  wherry,  the  other  slow  and  heavy  as  his  ves- 
sel. For  his  activity  the  first  will  be  paid,  but  the  latter, 
pay  him  how  you  will,  hastens  not  himself,  particularly 
if  you  require  his  aid  just  as  he  is  seated  at  his  supper. 
At  this  unpropitious  moment  we  summoned  such  an  animal 
to  convey  us  across  the  river;  but  no,  not  until  the  last 
dish  had  been  duly  masticated,  and  almost  digested,  (and  I 
firmly  believe  he  had  just  commenced  with  the  first  of  his 
long  meal),  was  he  to  be  induced  to  come.  It  ^as  a  cold 
evening  after  the  rain,  and  we  had  been  exposed  to  it 
nearly  half  an  hour ,  before  this  Charon  of  the  Rhine 
made  his  appearance. 

To  argue  with  the  fellow  was  useless^  it  was  plain  to 
be  seen,  he  cared  little  whether  he  took  us  over  or  not, 

52* 


500  THE  TAUNIJS. 

and  before  he  mailc  the  least  preparation  for  laanehin])^ 
his  boat,  he  growled  out  «  I  M^ill  hare  48  Krcutzers  if 
1  f  ahe  yon  over. »  Necessitas  non  liahet  legem  —  the 
quotation  cost  me  once  a  flag^ellation  from  my  reverend 
preceptor ,  aod  we  seated  us  in  his  boat.  Soon  across  , 
and  we  were  not  long^  in  reaching^  Biidesheim  ,  which  we 
found  uncommonly  gay ,  it  being  the  Patron  saint's  day 
of  the  church ,  and  as  it  was  only  half  past  eight ,  we 
determined  to  proceed  as  far  as  Geisenheim  to  sleep. 

On  several  occasions  I  had  visited  this  celebrated  Rn- 
deshcim  before ,  celebrated  far  and  near  for  its  most 
delicious  wines,  and  remarkable  and  interesting  from  the 
remnants  of  antiquity,  which  still  are  to  be  met  with  in  it. 
That  this  place  was  not  of  Roman  origin,  its  very  name, 
(so  perfectly  German) ,  I  think  clearly  proves. 

By  some  it  is  maintained  the  name  is  derived  from  the 
ancient  German  word  Ruden,  signifying  huntiog  dogs, 
from  the  neighbourhood  having  been  celebrated  as  a  fine  ' 
country  for  the  chase.  The  erection  of  a  fort  by  the 
Romans  here  is  also  doubted  by  many,  but  the  foundations 
of  the  Roman  bridge  head,  as  a  defence  for  the  important 
castle  at  -  Bingen ,  argues  the  almost  certainty  of  there 
having  also  been  a  fort  on  this  spot ,  while  the  number 
of  urns ,  lamps,  vases,  jugs  of  ashes,  bones ^  tiles  and 
tcarglasses  etc.  found  upon  the  spot,  and  preserved  by 
Count  Ingelheim  in  the  old  castle,  standing  close  by  the 
river ,  seem  fully  to  confirm. 

That  the  venerable^  castle  called  the  Niederbnrg  on 
the  Rhine ,  which  has  for  ages  braved  the  elements  ,  was 
the  work  of  the  Romans  is  not  at  all  likely ,  its  architec- 
ture is  entirely  of  the  middle  ages,  particularly  the  pillars 
of  Charles,  some  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen  as  support- 
ers of  the  chimney  pieces.  ,  It  is  imagined  this  castle  was 
built  at  the  period  of  the  first  planting  of  the  vines  ^  by 
Charles  the  great,  and  which  were  brought  from  Orleans. 
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It  is  by  many  tboo^j^b  maintained  tbat  tbe  grapes  were 
cultivated  long  before  tbis  period,  and  tbat  so  long  back 
as  tbe  7  and  8  centuries  tbe  vine  was  cultivated  on  tbe 
NecLar  and  tbe  Bergstrassc  is  certain.  Tbis  castle  bas 
in  part  been  restored  witb  most  excellent  taste  by 
Count  Ingelbeim ,  several  rooms  baving  been  arranged 
witb  tbe  utmost  regard  to  tbe  cbaracter  of  tbe  time  in 
wbicb  the  castle  originally  was  erected.  I  recommend 
tbe  curious  to  survey  it 

Tbere  are  bere  tbe  remains  of  tbree  otber  castles ; 
one  close  by  tbe  IViederburg,  and  wbicb  by  subterranean 
passages  is  supposed  to  bave  communicated  witb  it,  of 
tbis  tbere  is  not  any  tbing  particularly  wortby  of  remark* 

Of  tbe  Vorderburg  wbicb  was  situated  in  tbe  middle 
of  tbe  town ,  and  near  to  tbe  market  place  only  one  tower 
remains.  Tbis  ruin  was  sold  some  years  back  to  a  Mr. 
Tett ,  wbo  bas  erected  near  to  it  a  large  and  bandsome 
mansion. 

Tbe  fourtb  castle  called  tbe  Bromserbof  was  built  by 
Jobn  Bromser  Count  of  Budesbeim  ,  wbo  died  in  1451. 
Tbis  nobleman  undertook  in  bis  youth  a  pilgrimage  tbrougb 
Palestine  and  to  tbe  tomb  of  Jerusalem ,  but  being 
tbrown  into  captivity  by  tbe  Turks,  and  laden  witb  chains, 
be  made  a  vow,  if  relieved  from  bondage  be  would  on 
bis  return  erect  a  boly  edifice  to  God,  in  gratitude  for 
bis  deliverance.  How  be  escaped ,  or  bow  be  brougbt 
witb  bim  from  Palestine  the  immense  beavy  cbains  by 
wbicb  be  was  confined ,  and  fvbich  are  shown  to  tbe 
curious  in  such  matters ,  is  not  known ,  but  it  is  certain 
on  bis  return  be  erected  a  fine  cburcb  in  Budesbeim , 
and  one  or  two  other  sacred  edifices. 

Leaving  Budesbeim ,  we  walked  on  briskly  to  recover 
from  tbe  cbill  we  bad  experienced,  wbile  our  Bingen 
boatman  was  satisfying  bis  appetite,  and  at  balf  past 
nine    arrived    at    Geisenbeim.      Here    we    met    witb    full 
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eipploymcnt  for  a  good  hour  before  going  to  bed*  having 
to  labour  tLroagh  a  supper  sufficient  for  at  least  eight 
persons  ,  and  to  find  answers  to  the  wholesale  questions 
of  a  most  loquacious  landlord.  In  a  good  bed  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  digesting  both,  the  landlord's  supper  and 
his  conyersatiou.  After  excellent  coffee  in  the  morning, 
we  paid  a  very  reasonable  bill ,  particularly  if  we  debit 
the  account  for  ciyility  and  conyersatiou ,  and  departed 
for  Wiesbaden. 

We  passed  through  the  different  villages  of  the  lovely 
Rhincgau  ^  without  restiug  till  we  arrived  at  my  good 
friend  Mr.  E  — 's  at  Schierstein;  to  have  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  whom ,  and  his  amiable  family ,  is  not  one 
of  the  smallest  gratifications  to  which  the  writing  of  my 
work  has  given  birth. 

Several  objects  worthy  of  remark  to  the  left  of  the 
high  road  we  were  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  visit- 
ing for  want  of  time,  but  as  some  weeks  after  this  tour, 
I  went  expressly  to  see  them,  I  will  here  request  my 
readers  to  tarry  a  short  time ,  ere  I  lead  them  through 
Wiesbaden  over  the  higher  mountains  of  the  Tannus , 
while  I  relate  the  result  of  a  most  agreeable  visit  to  the 
young  Count  of  Elz  at  the  lovely  scat  of  his  noble  father 
at  Ellfeld ,  the  Alta  Villa ,  of  the  Romans. 

On  a  Saturday,  immediately  after  an  early  dinner ,  — ^ 
twelve  o'clock  —  (the  Germans  are  a  natural  people,)  we 
left  Mentz ,  and  passing  along  the  road  by  Biberich, 
.  and  the  lovely  Rheingau  already  described ,  arrived  just 
in  time  at  EUfelt ,  to  admit  of  our  visiting  Kitterich  and 
Scharfenstein ^  before  the  close  of  day;  therefore  without 
stopping  for  refreshment,  we  struck  off  to  our  right,  when 
out  of  the  town,  for  the  sweetly  situated  village  of  Kit- 
terich. The  road  was  most  agreeable,  the  meadows  to 
the  right  excellent,  while  wide  outstretching  beyond  the 
same ,    luxuriant  vineyards   formed  a   charming  boundary 
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to  the  prospect.  Several  detached  farmhouses »  and 
small  mills  in  the  lovely  meadows  g^ave  to  this  part  of 
the  scene  rather  a  character  of  Eng^lish  landscape-scenery, 
always  in  harmony  wilh  an  Englishman's  feeling^s. 

On  our  arrival,  we  were  delighted  with  the  inspection 
of  the  beautiful  small  Gothic  chapel  which  stands  near 
its  more  lofty  neighbour  the  church,  and  I  determined 
in  ray  own  miod,  not  to  allow  an  object  so  worthy  of  a 
more  minute  inspection  of  its  beauties  ,  to  pass  with  so 
superficial  a  survey,  as  the  approaching  night  gave  me 
an  opportunity  of  enjoying,  determining  on  some  future 
occasion  to  repeat  my  visit  to  this  delightful  spot.  The 
shades  of  evening  were  fast  approaching  upon  us ,  as  we 
arrived  af,  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle 
Scharfensteiu  in  solemn  grandeur  rears  its  crumbling  walls. 
High  on  a  pointed  part  of  the  rock,  seemingly  detached 
from  the  main  body  of  the  same ,  stood  a  female  ,  in , 
seemingly  to  us ,  a  perilous  situation ,  and  it  caused  di- 
verse surmises ,  as  to  wherefore  she  should  at  that  time 
of  the  evening  be  there ;  her  position  reminded  me  for- 
cibly of  the  Welch  druid  of  our  beautiful  bard,  who 
on  the  summit  of  a  craggy  rock,  he  makes  to  address  to 
our  Edward  denunciations  of  a  bold  nature  in  his  cele- 
brated poem ,  commencing  with 

<t  Uuin  seize  tliee  rutliless  King 
Destruction  on  tliy  banners  wait, 
Tho'  fanned  by  conquest's  crimson  wiug 
They  mock  the  air  with  idle  state !» 

Such  I  think  were  the  words  of  the  bard;  I  had  in 
the  days  of  my  youth  to  repeat  the  poem  in  the  hope 
of  a  prize  on  an  e^iamination  day  ^t  the  'school  at 
Ealing,  where  they  strove  to  make  the  dull  idea  to  shoot. 
How  various  are  the  recollections  that  crowd  upon  the 
mind  by  such  a  retrospect. 
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ArriTing  higber,  by  the  winding  path,  up  the  steep 
accUTity ,  vre  were  soon  satisfied ,  why  the  female  y  «o 
regardless  of  her  situation  remained  so  tranquil  on  the 
precipitous  rock.  There  she  had  stood  for  ages,  alike 
defying  the  rays  of  the  scorching  sun ,  and  the  might  of 
the  wintry  blast.  It  was  a  statue.  On  arriving  on  the 
summit  of  the  rock,  a  splendid  moon  light  scene  was 
spread  before  us,  and  to  enjoy  it  to  still  greater  perfection 
we  attempted  to  enter  the  fine  old  tower,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  ascend  the  temporary  wooden  staira. 
erected  in  the  same ,  for  the  convenience  of  the  visitors ; 
but  as  it  appeared,  we  came  at  a  most  unseasonable  hont 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  castle ,  an  unusually  large  bat 
flew  in  opposition  to  my  entry  so  forcibly  against  my 
face  at  the  portal  of  her  bome^  that  I  took  the  hint  and 
relinquished  my  intention. 

On  our  descending  we  diverged,  to  the  right,  in  order 
if  possible  to  approach  the  figure  whlcb  had  been  so 
much  the  subject  of  astonishment,  and  caused  such  pleas* 
ing,  painful  recollections.  Again  all  was  surmise;  what 
pious  soul  can  have  erected  the  saintly  figure?  what  saint 
can  it  be  meant  to  represent?  —  Reader  neither  was  it 
erected  by  a  pious  soul,  nor  did  it  portray  one  of  the 
ladies  in  the  calendar.  It  was  the  offering  of  a  lover  of 
the  manly,  invigorating  sports  of  the  field,  and  was 
meant  to  represent  the  joy -inspiring  goddess,  Diana,  a 
divinity  quite  as  chaste ,  no  doubt ,  as  some  of  the  said 
ladies  on  the  calendar. 

We  reached  Eltfeld  on  out  return  about  eight  o'clock, 
found  a  rather  uproarious  company,  a  drunken  doctor 
with  a  scarlet  skull  cap,  and  who  from  his  copious  liba^ 
tions  hardly  able  to  speak,  afforded  considerable  merri* 
ment  to  several  young  gentlemen,  scarcely  less  inebriated 
than  himself,  in  the  coffee  room  of  the  inni 
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The  extent  of  my  appetite,  and  tlie  qoallty  of  my 
supper  gave  me  the  promise  of  a  yisit  from  the  night- 
mare, and  in  enumerating  the  amalgamation  in  the  stomach, 
I  leave  my  readers  to  judge  whether ,  without  cause ,  I 
anticipated  such  society.  Soup,  excellent  ham,  as  good 
as  Westphalian,  omelet  and  fried  potatoes,  stewed  hare, 
preserved  plums,  roast  veal,  salad,  Swiss  cheese,  butter 
and  bread;  with  a  dessert  of  pears,  apples  and  walnuts, 
and  at  thirty  Kreutzcrs,  or  ten  pence  p;  head.  Comfortable 
beds,  and  superior  coffee  in  the  morning,  with  a  reason* 
able  bill  induces  me  to  recommend  the  Hirsch  ^  Stag,' 
of  Eltvil  or  Ellfelt  to  my  readers  who  may  visit; this 
place.  After  breakfast  it  being  too  early  to  pay  •'our 
respects  to  Count  Elz,  we  took  a  walk  by  the  side  of 
the  Ahine,  and  for  an  hour  enjoyed  its  refreshing  breezes. 

Our  reception  at  the  mansion  of  this  highly  respected 
Nobleman  was  marked  by  that  urbanity  of  manners  so 
conspicuous  in  all  classes  of  the  communityiowards  foreign- 
ers. By  the  young  Count  and  my  esteemed  friend 
Mr.  K  —  his  tutor,  we  were  conducted  over  the  mansion, 
and  shown  the  fine  collection  of  paintings ,  many  of  them 
by  the  old  masters,  and  every  object  of  interest  through.* 
out  the  house ,  the  view  from  which  <^v-er-  the  lovely 
Rhine  is  inexpressibly  beautiful.  I  received  a  mosti^.olite 
and  flattering  invitation  to  dine  with  the  noble  family^ 
but  being  obliged  to  return  by  two  or  three  o'clock  tQ 
Mentz ,  to  meet  a  friend ,  I  was  necessitated  to  deny  my- 
self the  gratification. 

At  ten  o'clock  we  started  with  the  young  Count  and 
Mr.  K  —  on  a  tour  of  discovery,  the  former  having  some 
time  previous  given  me  fragments  of  a  couple  of  Aoman 
tiles  found  in  the  woods  about  five  miles  distant  from 
Eltfeld.  A  peasant  who  accompanied  us,  and  who  pro- 
fessed to'  be  deeply  read  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  possession   of  the  country  by  the  Romans,   and  the 
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locality  of  tbeir  forU  and  entrencliments ,  formed  the  Tan 
of  oar  adYancln(r  forces.  Arrived  at  tlie  foot  of  a  steep 
and  timber  corered  hill ,  the  word  was  given  to  advance , 
the  reward  of  exertion  being  the  promised  inspection  of 
the  remains  of  a  magniGcent  castle ,  the  handy  work  of 
the  Romans.  The  assault  was  made ,  every  difficulty  sur- 
mounted^ the  fort  was  mastered,  and  the  garrison  —  dame 
nature  ,  —  with  flinty  arms  received  us ;  for  nature  was 
alone  the  architect  of  this  castle  of  ima(pnation ,  it  was 
a  fine  specimen  of  rock,  but,  nor  brick  nor  tile  around, 
bespoke  the  work  of  man.  To  a  question ,  whether  there 
was  no  otLer  spot  near,  where  with  equal  chance  of  success 
we  might  hope  to  find  some  less  solid  memento  of  Roman 
Architecture ,  we  were  told  there  was  another  hill  at  a 
short  distance,  where  it  was  said  the  Heathens  had  housed. 
We  proceeded  to  the  place ,  and  having  ascended  the 
acclivity  soon  were  rewarded  for  our  trouble,  for  on  re* 
moving  the  earth  on  two  or  three  spots'",  with  our  sticks  9 
having  no  other  tools  with  us,  immediately  we  found  the  most 
convincing  proofs  of  tbe  former  presence  of  those  warlike 
people ,  being  rewarded  with  several  fragments  of  Roman 
vessels,  tiles  etc.:  many  proofs  of  which  we  conveyed  away 
with  us.  Aceompanied  by  Mr.  K  —  and  his  young  pupil, 
^e  epijoyed  a  charming  walk  through  the  woods  to  Rauen- 
thal ,  where  we  parted ,  our  friends  for  Elfelt ,  and  we 
for  Mentz.  Grossing  the  Rhine  at  Niederwalluf  to  Buden- 
heim,  we  passed  the  oft  traversed  fields  to  Mombach,  and 
at  four  o'clock  arrived  at  the  ever  memorable  Mentz. 

I  was  seated  quietly  at  Schier stein  I  think  when  I  broke 
off  in  my  narration  •  to  give  the  foregoing  account.  I  did 
not  however  tarry  long,  having  still  a  considerable  dis- 
tance to  accomplish  before  night,  and  on  rising  to  take 
leave  of  this  excellent  hearted  man,  in  the  warmth  of 
good  feeling  he  saluted  me  after  the  German  fashion  ^ 
with  the   kiss  of  fraternity.     I  know  not  how  it  is^    but 
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certainly  tliere  is  somethings  national  in  my  always  pre- 
ferring^ such  ceremony  from  the  other  sex ,  and  1  am  free 
to  confess  I  always  wish,  (such  is  the  perverseness ^ of 
my  nature , )  that  such  salutation  could  be  performed  by 
deputy ,  and  that  to  wife «  sister ,  or  daughter  might  be 
delegated  the  execution  of  the  duty. 

We  now  buckled  on  our  knapsacks  and  departed  for 
Wiesbaden ,  over  a  summer  road ,  for  in  winter  it  must 
be,  I  am  sure,  impassible,  all  persons  I  h«ar  coming  from 
the  Bheingau  being  obliged  then  to  go  round  by  Biherich, 
an  encrease  of  distance  of  at  least  two  miles.  In  this 
season  of  the  year  tho',  the  road  is  extremely  pleasant 5 
crossing  a  very  agreeable  valley ,  and  shaded  by  fruit 
trees ,  all  the  way  to  this  celebrated  watering  place. 

It  is  but  loo  often  the  case  that  fashion  is  allowed  5 
not'  only  in  matters  of  taste ,  but  in  the  more  important 
concerns  of  life  to  regulate  our  actions  and  guide  the 
judgement ,  (a  term  sadly  misapplied  where  fashion  has 
aught  to  do  with  the  matter),  and  thus ,« whether  it  be 
in  the  cut  of  a  Tcstment ,  the  graceful  inclination  of  a 
feather,  the  patronage  of  an  artist,  our  admiration  of  a 
singer  or  actress,  the  popularity  of  a  preacher,  or  the 
selection  of  a  medical  attendant,  fashion  has  but  too  fre- 
quently more  to  do  with  the  affair  than  sound  sense  and 
judgement,  which  weighed  in  the  balance  against  the  fiat 
of  the  fashionist ,  is ,  to  use  an  old  adage ,  «  as  a  drop 
of  water  compared  with  the  mighty  deep ;  •  for  fashion^ 
(that  many  headed  Hydra),  which  guides  the  judgement  in 
the  choice  of  the' thousand  never  failing  patent  nostrums 
for  every  disease  to  which  humanity  is  subject,  not  an- 
frequently  is  allowed  to  lead  the  a£Dlicted,  or  such  a» 
in  imagination  would  be  so,  to  such  medical  baths  as 
some  fashionist  (as  infallible  no  doubt  as  his  holiness 
the  Pope),  may  pronounce  best  suited  to  our  real  or 
imaginary  ills. 
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In  daring  to  advise  the  afflicted  and  fanciful  to  judge 
for  tliemselTes ,  and  giving  them ,  and  their  best  advisers, 
(their  medical ,  and  not  their  fashionable  friends) ,  an 
opportunity  of  guiding  their  choice  by  a  faithful  descrip- 
tion of,  and  as  far  as  my  abilities  lead  me ,  a  correct 
analysis  of  the  different  springs  I  may  perhaps  bring  in 
array  against  me  a  long  list  of  would  be  counsellors ,  but 
in  my  endeavour  to  redeem  my  pledge ,  that  1  would 
make  my  work^as  beneficial  as  possible  to  the  public,  I 
trust ,  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  effect  some  little 
good  in  guiding  tbe  afflicted,  or  their  professional  ad- 
visers, in  their  selection  of  the  mineral  springs  of  Nassau 
best  suited  to  their  several  complaints ,  and  shall  there- 
fore draw  their  particular  attention  to  the  most  important 
of  all  the  baths  of  the  Dukedom,  a  bath  equal  in  its 
sanative  qualities  to  any,  and  superior  to  most  of  .the 
baths  of  Germany,  the  highly  celebrated  Wiesbaden. 

The  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  is 
of  a  character  so  romantically  beautiful  that  it  is  impos- 
sible my  pen  can  do  justice  to  its  singular  attractions, 
or  give  my  countrymen  an  idea  of  the  luxuriance  and 
fertility  of  the  soil ,  and  the  mildness  of  the  climate. 
This  peculiar  softness  in  the  climate  proceeds  from  the 
protection  it  derives  from  the  mountains  by  which  it  is 
shut  out  from  the  cold  North  and  North  -  east  winds ,. 
and  which  renders  Wiesbaden  a  winter  residence  in  every 
way  adapted  for  individuals  suffering  from  breast  or  pulr 
monary  complaints^  (in  fact  it  partakes  almost  of  a  South 
European  climate),  while  to  the  invalid  requiring  a  more 
'  bracing  air  than  that  felt  in  the  sweetly  sheltered  town 
the  walks  round  Wiesdaden ,  and  on  the  lofty  hills  that 
encompass  it,  afford  an  opportunity  of  invigorating  tbe 
frame  of  the  invalid  from  the  pure  mountain  breezes  of 
the  Taunus. 
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By  many  Baden  Baden  has  l)een  preferred  to  Wies- 
baden ,  its  situation  thought  more  agreeable,  its  surround- 
ing scenery  more  romantic  and  inviting,  iind  certainly  in 
the  talented  description  of  Schreiber,  its  charms  have 
lost  nothing  in  the  able  colouring  of  the  artist.  The 
Murgthal  one  of  the  most  lovely  spots  in  nature,  has 
acquired  augmented  beauties  in  the  poetic  delineations , 
in  the  fertile  imagination  of  the  painter ,  ivhich  in  the 
glowing  tints  ivith  which  he  has  finished  his  picture  in 
bold  relief 5  has  brought  to  light  every  dormant  beauty; 
but ,  to  use  a  homely  English  phrase ,  «  I  -will  back  the 
Rhincgau^))  (not  in  my  humble  delineation),  agains  this  pet, 
but  foi*  its  real  beauties:  beauties  that  require  not  the  aid 
of  colouring,  and  will  maintain  that  in  romantic,  i|p  wild, 
land  in  grandeur  of  scenery  it  surpasses  far  the  fondling  of 
that  talented  author,  while  in  calm,  in  pastoral  loveliness 
it  may  vie  with  the  most  favoured  land  in  Europe.  Where 
is  the  spot  that  can  compare  in  fertility  of  soil,  in  pictu- 
resque beauty,  and,  (graced  by  the  lovely  Rhine),  in 
majesty  of  scenery?  Can  the  imagination  picture  to  itself 
a  spot  in  sublimity  to  compare  with  the  view  over  the 
country  surveyed  from  the  temple  of  the  IViederwald,  a 
prospect  embracing  at  once  the  majestic  grandeur  of 
Switzerland ,  with  the  placid  beauties  of  Italy ,  and  where 
in  any  other  country  of  Europe ,  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
Murgthal,  which  wanting  a  stream  like  the  majestic 
Rhine ,  wants  that ,  for  which  no  other  charm  can  com- 
pensate), is  to  be  found  a  river  so  sublimely  beautiful  as 
this  noble ,  this  for  situation  and  historic  reminiscences , 
celebrated  stream. 

Before  entering  upon  the  medicinal  and  sanative  qua- 
lities of  this  highly  celebrated  spring,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  condensing  the  history  of  the  town  in  as  brief 
a  space  as  possible ,  as  in  some  degree  connected  with 
the  history  even  of  the  bath  itself  from  the  period  of  the 
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been  discoTerccl  within  the  lines  of  this  castle  $  but  that 
tliey  had  their  baths  ivithont  the  iralls  of  the  same  ,  ap- 
pears not  to  admit  of  the  least  doubt. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year  1780  were  discoYored 
in  dig[ring  for  the  foundations  of  a  new  building^  deep 
under  the  surface  of  the  earlh ,  two  walls »  running  pa- 
rallel with  each  other,  and  at  a  distance  of  tea  feet. 
Roman  bricks  and  tiles ,  tog^ether  with  the  Votiye  stone 
well  cemented,  formed  the  bottom  or  floor  of  this  erec- 
tion, and  left  no  doubt  of  its  having  been  a  Roman  bath- 
ing place  9  from  its  size  probably  the  chief  bath  of  the 
garrison.  The  discovered  part  of  this  bath  was  capable 
of  containing  20  persons ,  but  the  chief  part  of  the  works 
are  certainly  yet  concealed  beneath  the  surface  of  the  soil. 

It  would  form  a  volume  of  greater  magnitude  than  that 
I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  public ,  ( treating  of 
so  many  subjects),  were  I  to  follow  the  historian  more 
copiously  than  I  have  done ,  through  the  campaigns  of 
Drusus  and  Germanicus,  and  as  already  I  have  briefly 
traced  that  portion  of  the  history  of  Germany  connected 
with  the  possession  of,  the  country  by  the  Romans,  I 
shall  only  state ,  that  that  part,  extending  from  Ems  over 
the  Taunus  to  Homburg,  was  under  their  dominion  till 
the  fourth  century,  altho'  subject  to  the  determined  re- 
sistance of  the  natives  of  the  country. 

The  Mattiaken ,  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  town  , 
and  immediate  neigbourhood ,  I  rather  imagine  lived  more 
as  allies  and  friends  of  the  Romans  than  as  vassals ,  for 
I  find  no  mention  made  of  their  paying  tribute,  but  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  enjoyed  the  protection  of  the 
Romans ,  retained  their  constitution  ,  and  were  governed 
by  their  own  laws  and  customs. 

Kings  and  Emperors  were  in  those  days  not  so  station- 
ary  as  our  rulers  of  later  days ,  but  as  they  were  as  tena- 
cious of  their  dignity  as  are  the  sovereigns  of  the  present 
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period ,  tlicy  had  their  palaces  built  in  many  cities  and 
commodious  places ,  irhere  they  sojourned  from  time  to 
time ,  and  in  consequence  of  possessing^  a  royal  or  imperial 
court ,  the  towns  so  honoured ,  had  peculiar  priTile^es  or 
charters  granted  them.  Wiesbaden  which  had  such  a  palace 
erected  by  the  Franks  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  had  attained  to  a  considerable  deg^ree  of  celebrity 
for  its  mineral  springes  and  delightful  climate,  and  iras 
ranked  as  one  of  the  royal  towns.  In  the  thirty  years 
war  this  palace  was  totally  demolished,  but  the  name  and 
the  place,  of  its  erection  was  known,  and  in  1708  the 
present  Saalgasse  ,  named  after  it,  was  built,  and  where 
they  came  upon  the  foundations  of  the  old  palace ,  with 
its  massive  walls,  its  roomy  baths,  and  decorated  floors* 
In  1731  a  small  subterranean  passage  and  cellar  were 
discovered  containing  the  remains  of  a  human  skeleton, 
and  from  the  magnitude  of  the  foundations ,  it  was  clearly 
shewn  how  considerable  had  been  the  extent  of  the  palace. 

In  902  a  decree  of  the  Emperor  Otho  the  third  was 
dated  from  this  town.  From  this^  and  several  other  do- 
cuments it  has  been  clearly  proved ,  how  often  this  place 
was  the  residence  of  different  German  and  Frankish  kings. 
Charles  the  great  who  according  to  Eginhart  was  a  great 
lover  of  warm  and  vapour  baths  ,  resided  very  much  here, 
passing  his  leisure  hours  between  Ingelheim,  a  favourite 
residence,  and  the  town  of  Wiesbaden.  But  the  very  first 
royal  edict  issued  at  Wiesbaden  was  during  the  reign  of 
Otho  the  first ,  and  is  thus  signed ,  Actum  fVisihadum 
3  Id.  Apr,  Anno  Dom,  945  Imp,  4  Regni  30, 

Wiesbaden  was  not  exempt  from  the  dreadful  ravages 
committed  in  the  country  by  the  Normans  and  the  Huns 
in  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries.  The  Emperor  Henry  the 
fifth  gave  the  estates  of  Wiesbaden  in  1125  to  his  faithful 
minister  Eberhard ,  and  since  this  period  it  seems  the 
palace  fell  into  disrepute ,  at  least  it  was  no  longer  visited 
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l»j  croivned  heads.  Shortly  after  this  period  Wiesbaden 
came  into  tbc  possession  of  the  counts  of  Nassau.  It 
appears  that  Henry  and  Rupert ,  sons  of  Walrom  of  the 
family  of  Laurenhur{>' ,  (the  first  v^ho  receiTcd  the  title  of 
Count,  and  Tvho  died  in  iiOB),  goTcrned  conjointly  the 
town  and  country  of  Wiesbaden ,  till  the  death  of  Rupert 
125«>,  vrho  dying  iirith out  issue  the  state  fell  to  his  brother. 

In  1 250  Balduin  Emperor  of  Greece  being  grievously 
afflicted  visited  Wiesbaden  for  the  use  of  its  baths,  and 
iiras  through  their  use  perfectly  restored.  He  was  by  order 
of  the  German  Emperor  Conrad  the  fourth,  received,  and 
royally  regaled  by  Sigfrid  Archbishop  of  JHentz.  In  iS^iS 
the  bouse  of  Nassau  divided  into  two  lines,  in  the  children 
of  Henry.  Otho  chose  the  country  beyond  the  Lahn ,  and 
founded  a  family  whose  descendant  now  occupies  the 
throne  of  Holland.  Walram  obtained  the  country  on  this 
side  the  Lahn ,  and  established  the  family  of  the  present 
house  of  Nassau,  the  town  and  castle  of  Nassau  being 
conjointly  held  by  the  brothers. 

The  elder  of  Walram^s  sons ,  Dicther ,  took  the  cowl 
and  became  a  rigid  ecclesiastic,  and  at  length  was  elected 
Archbishop  of  Cologne.  Adolphus  ,  the  other,  inherited 
the  family  estates.  This  prince  received  an  education  of 
a  superior  order  for  those  days,  and  possessed  with  great 
talents ,  peculiar  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  In  the 
commencement  of  his  government ,  he  had  to  sustain  a 
fierce  and  destructive  war  with  Godfrey  Lord  of  Epstein^ 
which  brought  upon  the  devoted  town  total  ruin.  The 
determined  courage ,  prudence ,  and  deep  knowledge  of 
Adolphus  acquired  for  him  such  a  measure  of  celebrity , 
that  the  princes  of  the  German  empire  elected  him  Roman 
Emperor  in  1292,  after  the  death  of  Rudolph  I.  his 
cousin  ,  upon  the  proposition  of  the  Arclibishop  Gerhard 
of  Mentz.  But  this  seemingly  splendid  fortune  proved 
quite   the    reverse   to   Adolphus,     for   Albrecht    Duke    of 
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Austria^  son  of  tlie  late  Emperor,  mortified  tbat  the  election 
had  not  fallen  on  himself,  intrigued  so  successfully- with 
the  ambitious  prelate  of  M entz  ,  that  the  haughty  church- 
man was  induced  to  declare  his  own  election  of  Adolphus 
null  and  void,  and  to  pronounce  in  favour  of  his  rival 
Alhrccfat.  Both  parties  prepared  to  decide  by  force  of 
arms  their  pretentions  to  the  Imperial  crown ,  and  a  battle 
took  place  in  1298  near  Gelthcim  in  the  Palatinate,  In 
this  decisive  battle  Adolphus  evinced  his  great  talents  as 
commander,  and  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  <but  being 
overpowered  by  numbers ,  he  fell  in  the  very  moment 
when  victory ,  which  seemed  for  a  long  time  doubtful , 
appeared  to  be  decidedly  in  his  favour. 

Previous  to  the  death  of  this  noble  prince  he  bad, 
(warned  by  the  fate  of  Wiesbaden  duripg  his  war  with 
Epstein),  fortified  the  town  very  considerably.  The  third 
sou  of  Adolphus ,  Gerlach  who  came  to  the  government, 
embraced  the  party  of  Frederick  of  Austria ,  against 
Lewis  of  Bavaria  in  1514,  both  being  elected^  by  different 
parties  to  the  crown  of  Germany.  In  the  cause  of  Fre- 
derick he  at.tacked  and  laid  waste  the  ])ishopricks  of 
Mentz  and  Triers,  both  Electors  having  sided  with  Lewis. 
Lewis  independent  of  his  desire  to  assist  his  allies.,  im- 
pelled by  a  private  distaste  for  Gerlach,  encamped  be- 
fore Wiesbaden ,  with  an  expressed  determination  to  level 
with  the  soil  the  residence  of  his  enemy,  but  after  a 
month's  ^ege^  such  was  the  noble  defence  of  the  place 
that  Lewis  was  obliged  to  retire^  without  effecting  any 
thing,  if  we  except  the  devastation  he  caused  throughout 
the  dominions  of  the  prince.  ^ 

The  son  of  this  brave  prince ,  also  Gerlach  by  name , 
was  elected  Archbishop  of  Mentz  in  the  chair  of  the  de- 
posed Henry,  whom  Pope  Clement  had  declared  unworthy 
to  fill  the  see.  Henry  therefore  carried  on  a  war  of  ex- 
termination throughout  the  country  of  Nassau ,  and  burnt 

55* 
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not    less    than   70    towns    and   villages,    and    parttcnlarly 
those  situated  near  Wiesbaden.     At  the  death  of  Gerlaek 
15G1  9    his  children   divided  the    country    into  two  lines, 
that  of  Wiesbaden  and  Weilburg^.     Adolphus  born  1307, 
of  the  Wiesbaden  branch,    was    a    pious,    charitable   and 
excellent    prince ,     and    during^    peace    did    much    for    the 
prosperity    of  his    land  and  particularly  in  respect  to  the 
baths.     Walram,  son  of  the  above,  in  i38G  established  a 
society   named    the  Lion    society ,    whose   laudable    efforts 
went    to    check    the  horrid  club   law  of  this  part  of  Ger- 
many.    This  club  law  was  a  system  of  plunder  by  knights 
and  chiefs ,  every  such  lawless  leader  possessing  a   castle 
and  a  few  retainers,  being  ever  ready  to  attack  and  plunder 
such  as  could  not  defend  themselves  against  their  ferocious 
assaults.     By  the  establishment  of  this  society  he  effected 
very  much  good  and  died  generally  respected. 

Under  the  government  of  Walram ,    and  supported  by 
his  influence ,    a  mean   citizen   of  singular  talent ,    and  ts 
the   universal    satisfaction  of  the  people  committed  to  his 
pastoral  care ,  was  appointed  to  the  see  of  Spire.    Talent 
and   probity   was    by    this    good  prince  the  surest  recom- 
mendation to   favour    and  to    advancement  under   his   go- 
vernment ,    he  also  greatly   improved  the  town  and  baths. 
Adolphus   the    successor  of  Walram  came  in  1593  to 
the  government,    and  during   his    reign    a  war  was  waged 
with  Epstein   which    lasted   till    1417.     Adolphus  died  in 
1426.     Many    of  the    estates    morgaged   by  him  were  re- 
deemed  by    his    successor  John,    who  reigned  till  1480/ 
During  his  reign  Wiesbaden  suffered  much,  and  was  stormed 
by  Count  Otho  ofSolms.     In  1474  the  Emperor  Frederick 
being  recommended  to  use   the  baths    sojourned  at  Wies- 
baden.    At  this  period  the  rebellion  of  the  peasants  took 
place  in  Germany,  which  many  have  erroniously  sought  to 
ascribe  to  the  promulgation  of  the  doctrine  of  Luther.  Wies- 
baden shared    in   the    general  feeling    and  broke  out  int^ 
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open  insurrection  in  132^.  As  in  Snabla,  the  peasants 
demanded  the  freedom  of  the  chase  and  woods  9  abolition 
of  tithes,  diminution  of  the  public  burdens 9  and  the 
abrid(riiient  of  the  power  of  their  rulers.  The  town  was 
seized  by  the  insurrectionists  9  the  officers  of  government 
menaced  with  death,  the  clergy  abused  and  expelled 5 
and  the  revenues  of  the  state  seized.  Arms  being  dis- 
tributed among  the  people ,  the  greatest  excesses  were 
committed  throughout  the  country  of  Nassau.  Though 
the  ringleaders  of  this  tumult  were  taken,  but  few  of 
them  were  punished  ,  it  being  thought  advisable  to^  draw 
a  veil  over  the  transactions  of  the  day ,  rather  than  by 
severity  to  continue  the  public  discontent ,  the  roots  of 
which  seemed  to  have  spread  almost  all  over  Germany. 

The  reason  that  so  little  is  known  of  the  early  history 
of  this  celebrated  place  is  owing  to  the  tremendous  fire 
which  on  the  25.  April  1547  consumed  the  whole  of  the 
town ,  excepting  only  the  castle ,  and  about  ten  buildings^ 
and  by  which  dreadful  calamity  the  whole  of  the  old 
writings  and  records  of  the  town  were  consumed.  In  1<56I 
the  place  was  again  a  prey  to  the  flames,  wbcn  S6  houses, 
almost  newly  erected  were  destroyed,  and  only  two  years 
after ,  again  a  fire  desolated  one  part  of  the  town.  This 
nnfortunate  town  seemed  doomed  to  become  a  prey  to  the 
devouring  element  for  in  1370  and  1580  fire  devastated 
the  newly  erected  streets ,  and  threatened  total  extinction 
to  its  existence. 

In  1596  Lewis  9  son  of  Dalthasar  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  castle.  Killed  by  a  fall ,  and  his  two 
sons  dying,  the  sovereignty  of  Wiesbaden  fell  to  Weil- 
burg.  The  commencement  of  the  rule  of  Lewis,  -the  first 
who  enjoyed  the  whole  of  the  possessions  of  the  line  of 
W^alram ,  was  peaceful  for  Wiesbaden,  but  the  thirty 
years  war,  so  memorable  for  Germany,  was  severely  felt 
by   Wiesbaden.      In    1018  the   inhabitants  witnessed  far 
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the  first  time  tlie  occapation  of  their  iwirn  and  coantrj  by 
forcig'n  troops.  Bat  in  the  following  year,  Spinola  came 
'With  50,000  Spaniards ,  and  took  possession  of  the  coun- 
try. This  hordo  of  hi([ots  luxuriated  in'  the  misery  they 
entailed  upon  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
who  sou([ht  by  the  payment  of  heavy  contributions  to 
pur9hase  exemption  from  the  horrors  of  war ,  particularly 
as  the  son  of  their  prince  served  in  the  army  of  Spain; 
but  the  quarterings  of  soldiers,  money  contributions, 
plunderings  etc.  were  only  preliminary  evils  to  those  which 
followed. 

In  1626  and  1627  the  Imperialists  under  Schelhart  of 
Donnfort,  invaded  as  an  enemy  this  devoted  land.  After 
unheard  of  cruelty  practiced  towards  the  inhabitants 
around,  he  surprised  Wiesbaden  durin(f  the  night,  sacked 
and  plundej ed  all ,  not  even  excepting  the  strangers  visi- 
ting the  baths  ,  and  when ,  ( either  through  accident  or 
intention)  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  town,  he  would 
not  allow  it  to  be  extinguished.  These  horrors  continued 
six  weeks ,  and  on  this  monster's  retiring  as  a  finale  to 
the  tragedy ,  he  ordered  a  general  plundering  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Here  and  at  Idstein  horrors  were  committed  by 
this  vrretch ,  in  the  name  of  religion ,  which  as  narrator 
of  the  atrocities  perpetrated  in  these  dreadful  times  I  dare 
not  stain  the  page  of  history  by  repeating ;  but  at  length 
to  such  a  pitch  of  barbarity  did  this  inhuman  incendiary 
carry  his  acts,  that  he  was  brought  before  a  court  martial 
at  Rensburg  and  shortly  after  beheaded. 

Dark  as  was  the  picture  of  the  sufferings  of  this  ill  fated 
town  and  inhabitants^  it  was  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
subsequent  evils  they  endured  in  the  course  of  the  war. 
I  should  not  have  dwelt  so  long  on  the  historical  events 
connected  with  Wiesbaden,  had  I  not  imagined  that  to  a 
people  free  from  so  terrible  a  scourge  as  that  of  war, 
(save  in  their  pockets,)  an  insight  into  the  ills  attending^ 
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it  luigflit  he  of  interest.  I  shall  therefore  proceed  ivith  my 
account ,  requesting  if  the  suhjcct  tires ,  that  the  reader 
>vi]l  '2)ass  over  the  account  and  turn  to  the  enjoyments 
of  this  now  peaceful  watering  place,  this  fount  of  health, 
the  ahode  of  pleasure ,  and  home  of  luxury. 

It  was  in  the  year  1631  that  the  immortal  Guslavus 
Adolphus  hing^  of  Sweden  forced  the  Spaniards  and  Impcr 
rialists  to  quit  the  country  of  the  middle  Rhine ,  and 
rescued  the  town  of  Mcntz.  Wieshadcn  enjoyed  a  state 
of^  comparative  peace  while  the  nohle  king  was  in  the 
possession  of  Mentz,  hut  after  the  disasterous  hattle  of 
Nordlingen ,  its  evils  augmented  hcyond  that  of  any  previ- 
ous period. 

In  1644  the  Imperialists  and  Bavarians ,  entered  the 
town  hy  force,  and  enacted  atrocities  little  inferior  to 
those  perpetrated  hy  the  savage  Tilly  in  Magdeburg;  they 
plundered  throughout  the  town,  hewed  down  men,  women, 
and  children^  sparing  neither  sex,  age,  nor  infancy, 
burnt  down  a  great  number  of  houses,  drove  all  the  cattle 
to  Mentz ,  and  laden  with  the  plunder  of  the  unfortunate 
town,  with  the  yell  of  the  Cannibal,  and  the  ferocity  of 
the  Hun  departed  from  the  city  of  desolation.  Scarcely 
had  the  fugitive  inhabitants  began  to  collect  again  from 
the  woods  and  the  caverns  of  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
which  had  served  them  for  hiding  places ,  and  brought 
with  them  the  little  they  had  rescued  from  the  Imperialists, 
when  the  French  from  Mentz  paid  them  by  night  a  visit  ^ 
and  despoiled  them  of  all  their  former  violators  had  left 
them,  carrying  away  the  bells  of  the  church,  the  pipes 
of  the  organ ,  and  even  the  little  copper  balls  that  orna- 
mented the  roofs  of  the  houses. 

The  recurrence  of  these  distressing  scenes ,  at  length 
determined  the  inhabitants  entirely  to  forsake  the  town^ 
and  to  disperse  in  the  woods  and  mountains.  Wiesbaden, 
the  gay,  fancy  it!  ye,  who  now  crowd  iu  search  of  health. 
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or  in  qnest  of  pleasure  to  its  cheerful  scenes !  ye !  who 
there  spread  the  net  of  avarice  ^  and  bait  the  toil  with 
gold  to  entrap  the  spendthrift  or  allure  the  simple!  fancy 
these  springes  to  bubble  forth  amid  a  desert  waste  ;  that 
loved  saloon  a  heap  of  ruins ;  and  if  yon  can ,  fancy  that 
hall  the  vulture's  home,  where  now  the  gamester,  a  more 
rapacious  bird  of  prey ,  hovers  around  his  victim ,  and 
stretches  wide  his  talons  to  destroy  him!  Yes,  there 
each  shrub  which  owes  not  culture  to  the  art  of  man^ 
but  which  spontaneous  grows,  mid  ruins  reared  its  heaV; 
no  lovely  flower  was  seen ,  but  weeds  and  brambles  wHh 
untrodden  grass  luxuriated  there,  affording  shelter  to  the 
beast  of  prey,  the  creeping  reptile's  home. 

The  minister  of  religion  John  Phitch  Cramer  fled  with 
his  family  to  Frankfort,  and  during  two  years  neither  was 
their  a  child  born,  nor  an  individual  buried.  For  years 
unheard  of  misery  was  the  lot  of  the  people ,  epidemic 
disease  and  hunger  achieved  the  full  measure  of  distress. 
A  small  loaf  of  bread  sold  for  a  dollar ,  aud  instances  are 
recorded  of  a  field  of  excellent  land  being  bartered ,  by 
a  father,  for  a  single  loaf  of  bread  to  stay  the  hunger  of 
his  children. 

The  peace  of  Westphalia  put  a  stop  to  the  extreme 
horrors  of  the  war,  but  its  effects  were  long,  very  long 
felt.  In  the  late  French  war  Wiesbaden  generally  suffer- 
ed more  from  her  friends  than  her  enemies ,  and  caused 
her  wounds,  only  partially  healed,  again  to  supperate. 

From  the  years  1034  to  1648  Wiesbaden  contained 
only  fifty  inhabitants ,  sometimes  only  twenty. 

The  reigning  prince ,  John ,  after  the  peace  of  West- 
phalia returned  to  his  dominions  and  sought  through 
economy  and  judicious  application  of  his  funds  to  restore  * 
the  town  and  bath  to  its  former  prosperity,  but  it  had 
suffered  too  severely,  and  was  too  overburthencd  with 
debts  to  admit  of  the  healing  of  its  wounds,    but  by  the 
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hand  of  time.  This  prince  ihou(rh  a  wise  just  anil  good 
man  was.  not  free  from  the  prejudices  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived ,  he  caused  the  establishment  of  a  court  to  try 
all  individuals  accused  of  witchcraft,  and  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  old  women  who  were  decli^red  to  he  witches  burnt 
alive  at  Idstein. 

From  the  war  between  France  and  Germany,  conclu- 
ded by  the  peace  of  Ays  wick,  Wiesbaden  suffered  very 
little,  and  yet  less  from  that  of  the  Spanish  succession, 
inFthe  commencement  of  the  past  century. 

The  prince  George  Augustus  did  much  in  his  reign 
for  Wiesbaden.  He  rebuilt  its  walls  in  1600,  renewed 
and  embellished  the  palace,  and  gave  it  its  present  exter- 
nal appearance.  New  streets  nnder  his  judicious  manage- 
ment were  planned  and  erjectcil ,  and  the  village  of 
Georgenborn  already  described  was  built  by  him ;  but  to 
crown  all,  he  built  the  beautiful  palace  at  Biberich,  and 
died  there  i72i  at  the  age  of  S7  from  small  pox. 

Under  the  reign  of  Prince  Charles ,  the  Bavarian 
Austrian  war  brohe  out,  and  by  the  passage  of  troops 
to  and  fro,  Wiesbaden  suffered  much;  but  owing  to  a 
visit  of  George  the  second  of  England  ^  who  came  here 
with  a  celebrated  medical  man  to  make  a  comparison 
between  these,  and  the  waters  of  other  baths,  the  French 
in  a  visit  in  1745  treated  the  inhabitants  rather  uncour- 
teously;  they  drove  the  orphan  children  out  of  their  asy^ 
lum ,  and  converted  it  into  a  lazaretto.  Prince  Charles 
removed  hi-s  residence  from  Usingen  to  Biberich,  and  his 
government  to  Wiesbaden. 

This  country  suffered  not  at  all  from  the  seven  years 
war.  In  1 77o  Charles  succeeded  his  father ,  and  from 
this  period  Wiesbaden  rose  in  importance,  and  was  visit- 
ed  greatly  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  its  baths  by 
many  strangers.  In  17^)0  the  gardens  were  planted  at 
the  Sonnenberger  gate. 


.522  TDE  TALXrS. 

la  .the  irtt  rears  of  the  Freoek  rerolatioB  the  towa 
wai  ooe  of  the  first  places  f»f  refuse  to  the  Freach  cw- 
g^anls.  Mho  haviog  pretfj  hearr  parses,  and  iihermi  dis- 
posilioos ,  ( that  is  ,  oii/y  as  regarded  their  pockets,)  the 
people  did  not  so  mnch  feel  the  absence  of  strangers  9 
hept  away  bj  the  tronbles  of  those  times. 

The  princes  Frederick  Angnstns  and  his  consia  Fre- 
derick William  of  Xastan  Welllinrg,  were  members  of 
the  old  Germanic  confederation  of  the  Empire,  and  when 
in  i80G  the  same  was  dissolred,  the  former  assnmed  Ae 
title  of  Duke  of  \assau  with  fall  soTcreigntj. 

As  through  the  advanced  age  of  Frederick  Angnstns 
of  the  Usingen  line ,  no  male  descendants  could  be  anti- 
cipated, and  the  yoonger  brother  of  this  prince  had  died 
in  Wiesbaden  in  1795  without  a  family,  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  anite  the  interest  of  both  by  carrying  on  the 
government  by  only  one  administration,  one  finance,  and 
altho'  in  the  private  business  of  each  state,  each  con- 
ducted his  own  affairs,  yet  in  all  public  matters  it  was 
governed  only  as  one  state,  under  the  denomination  of 
the  Dukedom  of  \assan. 

'When  in  the  year  1014  the  descendant  of  Otbo  of 
the  house  of  Nassau,  came  to  the  throne  of  the  Low-lands, 
( at  present  only  Holland ) ,  bis  German  possessions  came 
to  the  crown  of  Prussia,  who  ceded  them.,  except  the 
principality  of  Sagin  to  the  Dukedom  of  Xassan ,  being 
indemnified  by  the  lands  which  were  allotted  to  the  latter 
by  the  peace  of  Luncville,  and  whereby  an  angmentation 
took  place  in  the  possessions  of  Nassau. 

At  the  close  of  18i«>  all  the  chief  offices  of  the  go* 
vernment  were  remodelled,  and  all  the  institutions,  witk 
the  exception  of  the  superior  court  of  justice,  and  a 
branch  of  the  finance  department  were  all  transferred  to 
Wiesbaden,  through  which  the  town  has  acquired  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  prosperity,  and  a  certain  activity  mud 
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hastle,  before  nnknoirn  to  this  quiet  place,  except  duriog 
the  mouths  of  the  hathingp  season. 

Prince  Frederick  William  of  Weilhnr{]^  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  augmented  possessions  of  Nassau ;  from  the 
effects  of  a  dreadful  fall  in  the  palace  of  Weilbnrg ,  he 
died  the  following  day,  the  17.  Jan:  1816  in  the  48 
year  of  his  age ,  and  his  Serene  highness  Prince  George 
William  entered  on  the  co-regeney,  and  a  short  time 
after  on  the  death  of  Frederick  Augustus ,  who  died  on 
the  24.  March  of  the  same  year,  his  serene  Highness  the 
reigning  Duke ,  became  sole  soirereign  of  this  beautiful 
land. 

The  most  remarkable  productions  of  nature  ore  the 
hot  baths  with  which  this  place  abounds ;  they  arc  thought 
to  proceed  from  the  North  West  part  of  the  mountain. 
There  are  fourteen  springs,  all  in  constant  use  during 
Ihe  season^  and  the  water  of  which  flows  regularly  un- 
affected by  seasons. 

The  Kochhrunnen  is  the  most  remarhable.  It  is  situ- 
ated  between  the  bathing  houses ,  the  White  horse  and 
the  Flower ,  and  whether ,  in  wet ,  dry ,  hot  or  cold 
weather  is  always  so  enyeloped  in  yapour ,  that  one  can 
hardly  see  the  surface  of  it.  The  second  open  well,  the 
Eagle  fountain  is  in  the  yard  of  the  Hotel  and  Bathing 
bouse  of  that  name. 

The  Trater  of  the  warm  wells  is  not  quite  so  clear  ^nd 
transparent  as  common,  spring  water,  but  rather  cloudy, 
the  taste  is  flat,  and  may  be  compared  to  weak  veal 
broth.  Very  little  change  takes  place  in  the  heat  of  the 
water  from  yariations  in  the  atmostphere ,  that  of  the 
Koclihrun  amounts  to  130  degrees  of  the  thermometer  of 
Farenheit,  or  a  little  aboye  52  of  Reaumur,  seyeral 
wells  are  not  so  hot. 

In  former  times  there  were  few  or  no  isolated  bath& 
for  one   or  two  persons »    but   only  public  baths,    where 
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many  persons  liatbed  at  the  same  time.  At  present  there 
are  here  85  bathinj;  hoases ;  two  pnblic.  and  125  private 
bathin(j^  establishments.  The  bathing  bouses  to  which 
are  attached  Hotels  are,  the  Four  seasons,  the  Eagle 9 
the  Schiitzenhof  or  Archer^s  court,  and  the  Rose,  The 
other  Hotels  particularly  deserving  recommendation.  Lot 
to  which  baths  are  not  attached,  are,  the  Hotel  of  JMassau, 
a  very  comfortable  house,  (and  like  its  excellent  neighbour 
the  Four  seasons , )  having  the  advantage  of  a  delightful 
situation,  facing  the  public  walks  and  opposite  the  asseSi- 
bly  rooms,  the  AUee-saal  and  the  Einhorn,,  One  of  the 
most  celebrated  medical  men  of  Wiesbaden  particularly 
recommends  patients ,  coming  to  the  baths ,  to  alight  at 
one  of  these  hotels,  and  to  consult  a  medical  man  before 
deciding  at  which  of  the  bathing  establishments  to  hx, 
their  residence,  the  different  strength  of  the  waters  render- 
ing care  necessary  as  regards  their  application  to  the 
different  disorders,  or  stages  of  disorder,  with  which 
the  patient  may  be   afflicted.. 

But  before  proceeding  with  an  account  of  matters  of 
minor  importance,  I  will  remark  in  respect  to  the  baths, 
that  they  are  particularly  recommended  by  all  the  faculty 
of  the  country,  and  that  Dr.  Sobernheim,  a  most  impartial 
historian  as  regards  the  different  baths  of  Germany, 
highly  extols  those  bf  Wiesbaden  ,  and  with  truth ,  for 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge ,  and  the  experience  of 
numerous  friends  who  have  so  benefited  from  them ,  that 
they  cannot  sufficiently  laud  them,  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced they  are  deserving  of  the  very  first  rank  among 
the  healing  springs  of  Europe ,  while  for  salubrity  of 
climate ,  beauty  of  scenery ,  and  abundance  of  the  richest 
gifts  of  a  bountiful  providence,  no  spot  offers  more  attrac- 
tions to  the  invalid,  or  visitor  of  pleasure  than  Wiesbaden. 

The  analysis  of  the  above  celebrated  medical  man  is 
as  follows. 
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Temperature  of  the  chief  springs. 
The  Boiling  springs     ....     56^  R. 

Eag^le  springy 48°  » 

In  the  archer's  court       .  .     57°   » 

Specific  weight  1,004. 

Soda  muriatic 44,212d  Gr. 

Chalk  muriatic 4>,40O  » 

Magnesia  muriatic 0,790  » 

Potash  muriatic  . 1,200  » 

Soda  sulphuric 0,700  » 

Chalk  sulphuric 0,420  » 

Chalk  carbonic 1,050  » 

Magnesia  carbonic  .......        0,700  n 

Oxyd  of  carbonic  iron     .....        0,078  )» 

Magnesia  silicic  ........        0,600  » 

Extraught  stuff 1,750  » 

57,595  Gr. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  two  most  talented  medical  practitioners  ,  Dr.  Franqiie 
who  has  succeeded  the  highly  respected  Dr.  Diet ,  now 
.residing  at  Dietz ,  but  who  occupied  the  situation  of 
Bath  -  physician  in  Ems  during  a  period  of  42  years  with 
so'  much  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  public,  and 
Dr.  Peez  of  Wiesbaden,  author  of  an  excellent  work 
on  the  baths  of  the  town. 

From  the  former  gentleman  I  have  received  a  manuscript 
account  of  the  baths  of  the  whole  dukedom,  in  which  the 
learned  author,  (who  has  professionally  visited  most  of 
the  baths  of  Germany),  enters  most  fully  into  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  each ,  the  complaints  for  which  they  are  pe- 
culiarly adapted ,  and  on  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
to  be  applied.  It  is  to  me  a  source  of  considerable  regret 
that  I  was   not  in   the   possession  of  this  valuable  work , 
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prior  to  writindf  my  observations  on  tlio  baths  of  Scbwal- 
bacb ,  Schlao^nbad  and  Ems ,  as  I  then  sboalil  bave  bad 
it  in  my  power  to  present  my  readers ,  (particularly  tboso 
irbose  bealtb  ,  rendering  a  visit  to  either  of  the  batbs  a 
matter  of  vital  importance) ,  with  an  account  of  the  utmost 
value.  It  was  my  intention  to  bave  profited  by  the  kind  ness  of 
Dr.  Franquc ,  and  to  bave  translated  that  part  of  bis 
valuable  M.  S.  relating  to  Wiesbaden  and  Weilbacb  for 
my  work;  but  consulting  a  friend  on-  the  subject,  be 
pointed  out  to  me  the  injustice  I  sbould  be  guilty  of  towards 
the  autbor  in  so  mutilating  bis  work ,  and  recommended 
rather  the  translation  of  the  whole  as  an  appendix  to  my 
publication,  or  as  a  separate  pamphlet,  the  former  plan 
I  could  wisb  to  adopt,  should  it  not  render  the  present 
work  too  voluminous ;  this  must  be  an  after  consideration. 

At  all  events,  as  it  is  impossible  in  a  work  of -this 
nature  to  enter  so  fully  into  tbe  merits  of  each  batb ,  and 
the  particular  and  various  complaints  for  which  tbey  are 
recommended,  so  fully  as  these  highly  celebrated  mineral 
springs  deserve ,  I  recommend  tbe  perusal  of  a  work  on 
tbe  subject  of  this  bath  by  Dr.  Peez  to  those  readers  de- 
sirous of  more  information  than  my  space  and  other  subjects 
requiring  my  attention  allow  me  to  devote  to  it.  In  this 
work  the  talented  autbor  in  speaking  of  tbe  bathing  establish* 
meuts  informs  bis  readers  that  each  such  establishment  ia 
provided  with  one,  some  of  the  larger  bathing  bouses  with 
two  spacious  rooms  in  which  tbe  visitors  assemble  directly 
from  their  apartments  without  exposure  to  tbe  air.  The 
batbs  are  generally  so  well  arranged  ^  that  even  in  winter, 
{many  being  pr6vided  with  stoves),  no  fear  is  entertained 
of  taking  cold ;  hence  many  now  use  these  batbs  even  in 
winder. 

There  are  at  present  not  less  than  700  distinct  single 
Jbaths  in  this  town ,  and  very  little  short  of  iOOO  apart- 
ments arranged  exclusively   for  tbe  accommodation  of  the 
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patients.  These  are  the  public  estahlishmcnts ,  hot  there 
are  also  several  private  lodgings  for  those  wishing  for 
more  quiet ,  to  which  .  are  attached  all  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  bathing. 

So  great  is  the  difference  in  the  quality  and  strength 
of  the  springs  of  Wiesbaden,  that  some,  beneficial  in  the 
extreme  in  particular  cases,  \¥0u1d  prove  highly  injurious 
in  others ,  that  several  acting  banefuDy  on  the  skin  are 
most  carefully  to  be  avoided  by  patients  suffering  from 
cutaneous  complaints ,  ivhile  others  are  of  so  softening  a 
nature,  as  to  act  as  an  innocent  cosmetic. 

In  these  waters,  injudiciously  used,  there  is  a  tendency, 
to  force  the  blood  to  the  head,  and  produce  vertigo;  I 
therefore  particularly  recommend  the  afllicted  not  to  com* 
mencc  bathing ,  without  the  advice  of  a  physician. 

As  regards  the  different  bathing  establishments ,  I  do 
Bot  feel  myself  justified  in  speaking  of  one  in  preference 
to  an  other,  fearing  in  so  doing  I  might  Sict  partially  by 
one  ,  or  condemn  unjustly  in  an  other  instance ,  and  from 
a  conviction ,  that  in  leaving  the  recommendation  to  the 
several  talented  medical  professors  in  the  town,  I  best 
consult  the  interest  of  my  readers ;  but  I  will  only  remark, 
that  all  the  larger  establishment  are  fitted  up  with  jet, 
douche,  shower  baths  etc.,  (the  latter  falling,  if  required 
from  a  height  of  20  or  50  feet),  and  that  these  establish- 
ments are  provided  with  efiicaeious  vapour  baths. 

The  visiter  to  Wiesbaden  may  live  with  economy  if 
he  wishes  or  finds  it  necessary ,  or  he  can  enjoy  all  the 
luxuries  of  life  at  a  considerable  outlay.  At  the  different 
hotels  the  table  d'h6te  is  most  excellent,  (indeed  for 
patients  far  too  good) ,  and  the  payment ,  exclusive  of 
wine,  from  i^  kreutzers,  or  six  pence,  to  a  gulden  or  1/8. 
The  hours  of  meeting ,  (there  being  two  dinners  daily  at 
most  of  the  respectable  houses),  are  one  and  four  o'clock, 
the  latter  table  is  almost  exclusively  composed  of  French 
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and  English  society.  The  most  fashionnhlj  select  table 
d'h6te  is  that  which  takes  place  at  the  pump-rooms,  and 
ivherc  the  enjoyments  of  the  table  are  hei([htened  by  the 
refinement  of  clcg^ant  society,  and  cTcry  amusement  which 
the  lessee  of  the  rooms  can  provide  for  the  frequenters 
of  the  same. 

It  is  bi|t  common  justice  to  Mons.  Ghabert ,  who  at 
present  is  lessee  of* the  rooms,  g^aming  tables  etc.  to 
observe  (that  I  have  heard,)  no  individual  can  ivith 
more  scrupulous  punctuality  or  honour  conduct  the  trans- 
actions of  the  (][amblin([  tables  and  of  the  bank:  this, 
althougfh  a  sworn  enemy  to  this  detested,  this  degrading 
vice  is  only  due  to  this  gentleman,  of  whom  is  related  some 
acts  of  liberality  towards  the  unfortunate  frequenters  of 
the  tabic  which  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  his  hnma- 
nity,  and  certainly  the  g'ucsts  generally  are  not  a  little 
indebted  to  him  for  the  efforts  he  unceasingly  makes  for 
their  amusement  and  gratification.  The  elegant  arrange- 
ments of  the  rooms,  the  public  amusements,  the  music, 
are  all  appointed  by ,  and  at  the  expcnce  of  the  lessee  , 
and  I  understand ,  during  the  approaching^  season  it  is 
further  his  intention  to  give  concerts,  at  which  artists  of 
acknowledged  talent  will  be  engaged  to  add  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  visiters. 

Independent  of  the  opera,  concerts^  casino,  publie 
library,  museum  etc.  as  general  amusements,  there  are 
here  for  the  reading  classes  several  excellently  well  fur^- 
nished  circulating  libraries  and  book-sellers  shops  ,  and 
to  those  wishing  to  use  the  baths  for  a  lengthened  period, 
and  consequently  to  have  their  families  with  them,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  there  are  several  excellent  establishments 
for  education  here;  for  instance  that  of  Mi^  Magdcbarg", 
and  of  Miss  Busgen,  and  those  of  Mr.  Leyendecker  and 
of  Mss'^^  Kries  and  do  Laspe'  and  Mr.  Lange :  being 
personally    unknown  to  any  of  the  parties  I  £ave    aboTe 
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mentioned,  and  speakings  only  from  general  good  report,  of 
course  I  am  perfectly  impartial  in  my  observations,  as  also 
in  respects  to  inns,  bathing  establishments  etc.  throughout 
my  work,  speaking  only  of  such  favourably  as  from  my 
own  experience,  or  the  recommendation  of  those  on  whose 
report   I    could    rely,   I  felt  justified  in  commending. 

One  proof  of  the  extreme  attention  of  the  government 
to  the  comfort  and  protection  of  the  visiters  is,  that  the 
highly  respectable  director  of  Police  Hfr.*  Schweickard  is 
during  the  season  hardly  ever  absent  from  the  pump 
room  ,  and  being  also  the  chief  acting  magistrate  of  the 
town,  he  is  always  to  be  appealed  to  in  case  a  stranger 
has  his  advice  or  assistance  necessary,  and  which  most 
readily,  and  with  the  utmost  urbanity  is  ever  awarded 
to  the  aggrieved,  no  individual  can  possibly  be  otherwise 
than  satisfied  with  the  deportment  of  this  gentleman. 

Independent  of  the  magnificent  assembly  or  pump 
room ,  the  public  gambling  and  the  refreshment  rooms , 
there  are  billiard,  whist  and  rhombrc  rooms  etc.,  and 
where  no  doubt ,  «  thousands  oft  change  hands.  »  There 
is  also  an  excellent  reading  room  provided  with  all  the 
daily  papers  foreign  and  domestic,  and  independent  of 
the  daily  music  in  the  afternoon,  on  Sundays  and  Wed- 
nesdays a  military  band  enlivens  the  scene  at  the  back 
of  the  assembly  room,  the  same  baud  attending  alter  the 
performances  at  the  theatre  have  closed  every  Sunday 
Evening  in  the  grand  saloon.  Every  Monday  and,  Satnr« 
day  is  a  small  select  ball,  (independent  of  the  public 
assembly  on  the  Wednesday,)  exclusively  for  the  highest 
ranks  of  society,  for  which  purpose  an  extra  saloon  is 
furnished  and  to  which  alone  admission  can  be  obtained 
thro'  an  introduction  by  Mr.  Chabert.  All  these  amuse- 
ments  as  before  observed  are  at  the  sole  expence  of  this 
gentleman,  €{emoRstrating  I  think  pretty  plainly  how  dearly 
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the  Totaries   of  gambliog   pay  for  tbe  indnlgeBce  of  tbis 
dcsiructiye  passion ,  tbis  devilisb  infatuation. 

At  an  expcncc  of  l«SO,000  guldens  tbe  pump  room 
iras  erected  in  1808  —  1811,  and  last  year  at^  a  ▼cry 
considerable  cost,  these,  before  eleg^ant  rooms,  were  bean« 
tificd  on  a  scale  of  splendid  mao^nificence  truly  astonishing. 
The  balls  in  these  rooms  every  Wednesday  ia  the 
season',  are  numerously  attended,  tbe  public  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  same  at  the  moderate  charge  of  a  gulden , 
tbis  paltry  payment  made  by  a  gentleman  entitling  bim 
to  introduce  as  many  ladies  as  be  thinks  fit  to  invite  to 
accompany  bim. 

These  rooms  having  been  built  by  shares ,  .  and  the 
rent  of  the  same,  together  with  the  colonnade,  and  the  per- 
mission to  gamble  being  the  resources  through  which  an 
ample  interest  is  obtained,  so  long  as  all  the  shares  can- 
not be  purchased  by  the  Duke ,  so  long ,  with  the  best 
intentions,  the  degrading  vice  ca'nnot  be  abolished.  Thus 
for  the  lovers  of  Faro ,  Roulette ^  and  Houge  et  Noir  ^ 
this  place  must  ever  possess  peculiar  charms,  and  some 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  maintain,  that  this  attraction  has 
a  greater  magnetic  influence  on  many  of  the  visiters  of 
IrTiesbaden  than  the  healing  qualities  of  its  springs ,  tbe 
beauty  of  its  situation,  the  surpassing  native  charms  with 
which  nature  has  cnricLed  it,  or  the  exotic  beauties  which 
during  the  season  crowd  to  and  enliven  it.  Were  it  not 
for  the  cause  above  mentioned,  I  feel  assured  the  Duke 
of  Nassau  would  abolish  gambling  throughout  his  domini* 
ons  ,  for  by  an  edict  of  the  government  all  the  subjects 
of  this  prince  are  forbid  to  play,  and  any  individaal 
holding  an  office  under  the  government  detected  directly^ 
or  indirectly  in  playing  loses  his  situation. 

The    colonnade ,    a  handsome    building ,    open    on   the 
south  towards  the  public  walks  is  supported  by  about  BO 
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elegant  columns,  formings  an  agreeable  promenade  in  wet 
weather,  and  having'  about  fifty  or  sixty  well  arranged 
shops ,  in  wliich  is  generally  a  display  of  articles  of  taste 
and  luxury ,  much  resembling  an  Oriental  bazaar  and  is 
conducted  with  the  greatest  regularity. 

The  Opera-house  is  a  handsome  erection ,  but  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  theatre  at  Mentz.  The  same  company 
perform  at  both  places ,  .  and  in  addition  to  the  regular 
performers,  much  talent  is  engaged  during  the  season,  as 
itars  to  amuse  the  visiters. 

There  is,  independent  of  the  Casino,  (where  all  news- 
papers, political  and  literary  pamphlets  etc.  are  to  be 
heen , )  an  excellent  public  library ,  which  although 
established  but  a  few  years ,  already  contains  sixty  or 
seventy  thousand  volumes  ,  and  .from  which  any  re- 
spectable stranger  may  by  introduction  obtain  books  and 
have   free  daily  access. 

Most  deserving  of  inspection  is  the  Museum  of  Anti- 
quities here.  Those  of  Roman  origin,  found  chiefly  in  the 
neighbourhood,  are  most  to  be  admired.  Urns,  vessels, 
{glasses,  gems,  busts,  l>ronze  figures,  coins,  statues,  altars 
and  monuments  are  in  abundance  to  be  seen  ;  but  that  which 
most  attracts  attention ,  that  which  fills  the  mind  most 
with  wonder  and  delight  is  the  magnificent  Mithras  -  altar, 
eertainly  one  of  the  finest  specimen  of  antiquity  I  ever 
beheld ,  and  regarded  by  all  who  have  seen  it ,  and  who 
estimate  such  works,  as  the  most  perfect  piece  of  sculpture 
of  the  period  in  which  it  was  executed,  now  extant.  Pro- 
posing to  visit  the  spot  between  Hcdernheim  and  Praunheim 
where  this  most  valuable  relict  was  found,  I  shall  have 
occasion  hereafter  to  speak  of  it,  >and  will  therefore  only 
remark,  that  after  rivetting  the  eyes  once  on  this  magni- 
ficent work  of  art,  though  for  m%  all  other  objects  in 
the  museum  had  no  longer  a  value ,  I  yet  recommend 
Vhe  curious  not  to  be  satisfied  without  attentively  surveyingp 
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the  different  objects  in  this,   (though  infant)  musemn,  s» 
really  deserving  of  notice. 

In  a  bathing  place  so  frequented  by  my  countrymen, 
as  to  appear  more  like  an  En{;1i8h  than  a  foreign  bath  ,  it 
has  struck  many  nith  astonishment  that  there  should  not 
be  a  banking  house  regularly  appointed  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  visiters  from  England ,  and  in  direct  com- 
munication ^itb  the  London  houses.  From  this  oversight 
many  of  the  numerous  visiters  are  obliged ,  in  order  to 
get  their  bills  cashed  to  go  to  Mentz ,  >vhich  to  some 
being  invalids  is  attended  with  ^o  small  inconvenience; 
or  they  are  necessitated  (to  obviate  this  dilHculty)  by  submit- 
ting to  imposition  in  the  exchange  from  not  knowing  where  to 
apply,  and  thus  pay  dearly  for  the  accommodation.  Seve-  . 
rnl  of  my  countrymen  have  complained  bitterly  of  this, 
maintaining,  they  ought  not  to  be  left,  in  such  a  place 
as  Wiesbaden  without  a  banking  establishment ,  as  in  all 
other  towns  on  the  conliuent  corresponding  with  London 
direct.  Fortunately  for  those  who  have  been  aware  of  it, 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Al.  Derlc  they  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  effecting  their  banking  business,  and  thus  avoided  the 
imposition;  for  the  extensive  transactions  of  this  hduse. 
direct  with  England,  aqd  the  willing^ness  with  which. 
Mr.  B  —  on  all  occasions  has  accommodated  my  country- 
men,  many  of  whom  I  have  heard  speak  in  commendation^ 
of  the  establishment,  is  a  guarantee  against  unfair  advan- 
tage being  taken  of  the  stranger. 

To  the  instinctive  qualities  of  various  animals  my, 
countrymen  are  in  the  habit  of  comparing  the  peculiar  ' 
characteristics  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  wa- 
tering places:  thus  with  some  ihey  possess  the  cunning  of 
the  fox,  the  voracity  of  the  shark,  and  the,  preying,  (not 
praying)  qualities  of  Harpies,  and  certainly  as  they 
have  a  harvest,  (often  a  short  one),  to  make,  and  that, 
their  profits,  like  their  towns  and  villages  are  as  entranced 
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throughout  the  other  periods  of  the  year  as  the  dormouse 
iu  winter,  they  certainly  occasionally  stretch  the  cord  of 
extortion  a  little  too  much ,  and  as  not  a  few  of  my 
countrymen  bare  heen  in  the  hahit  of  makin|;  a  rather 
too  ostentatious  display  of  their  gold ,  every  member  of 
the  Bull-family  sojourning  on  the  Continent  nolens  voleng 
has  heen  made  to  pay  for  the  folly  s  This  consideration 
has  induced  the  government  of  Nassau  to  provide  a  rer 
medy  in  some  measure  for  tbe  evil  by  obliging  every  inn 
keeper  to  have  tbe  price  of  his  rooms  afliied  to  the  door 
of  each ,  the  landlord  being  subject  or  accountable 
for  every  loss  by  robbery  in  the  apartments ,  unless  a 
printed  announcement  to  the  contrary  be  not  attached  ta 
the  entrance  of  the  room.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that 
every  agreement  is  but  for  one  week,  (even  in  private 
lodgings,)  unless  expressly  stated  for  a  longer  period^ 
therefore  parties  taking  possession  of  rooms,  if  relinquish* 
ed  at  the  end  of  a  week  are  not  obliged,  as  in  most 
places  is  the  case,  to  pay  for  a  month. 

Wiesbaden  has  been  complained  of  for  its  dullness  in 
the  winter  season,  and  many  who  otherwise  would  have 
made  it  their  place  of  residence «  have  preferred  towns 
to  .which  either  a  resident  court ,  or  the  hustle  of  com- 
merce imparted  more  of  animation:  both  these  objects  are 
likely  soon  to  be  realized,  the  erection  of  a  palace  for 
the  winter  residence  of  the  -Duke  is  resolved  upon  and 
will  be  commenced  this  summer,  while  an  iron -rail  road 
from  Frankfort  to  this  town  ,  if  it  will  not  give  a  great 
impetus  to  trade  here  ^  yi\\\  at  all  events  bring  those , 
wh6 ,  through  their  vast  commercial  transactions  impart 
to  the  former  place  so  much  importance  as  to  render  it 
one  of  the  first  trading,  one  of  the  most  opulent  cities 
in  Europe,  in  greater  numbers  to  its  baths. 

To  the  sportsman  ,  this  country  has  peculiar  charms  ^ 
the    mountains     of    the    Tannas   abound    in    larger    gamif 
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•f  all  descriptions,  while  tbe  plains  afford  to  the  lorers. 
of  field  sports  9  a  never  ending  enjoyment,  for  there  is 
not  much  difficulty  in  hiring  a  manor,  or  the  permission 
to  shoot  over  one,  while  the  governmenlj^,  (a  little  too 
strict  in  its  game  and  forest  laws  according  to  my  ideas  ) , 
is  very  liberal  in  respect  to  its  conduct  towards  stangers 
wishing  to  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  the  chase. 

It  only  remains  to  be  observed ,  that  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place  generally,  every  thing  is 
done ,  as  far  as  attention  to  the  comfort  of  the  visiters 
can  be  effected  ,  for  their  satisfaction ;  and  that  nothing 
is  wanting  in  respect  to  the  efforts  of  the  government  to 
protect  the  stronger  from  imposition  ,  and  to  render  his 
sojourn  in  Wiesbaden,  agreeable. 

The  gardens  and  grounds ,  the  handsome  sheet  of 
water  etc.  in  the  rear  of  the  assembly  rooms ,  where  an 
excellent  band  attend  every  afternoon  for  the  amusement 
of  the  public  ,  playing  selections  from  the  works  of  the 
most  eminent  composers  of  the  past  and  present  times , 
are  very  agreeable ,  and  from  the  shade  the  walks  afford 
to  the  invalid ,  and  visiters ,  who  frequent  them ,  are 
extremely  refreshing,  and  enhance  much  the  value  of  this 
celebrated  watering  place.  . 

The  walks  in  the  vicinity  of  Wiesbaden  are  at  once 
wild  and  romantic ,  or  quiet  and  pastoral ,  the  views  com- 
manded from  the  mountains,  which  in  part  enclose  it, 
are  magnificent  and  lovely.  To  describe  each  would 
occupy  too  much  space ,  and  rob  the  beholder ^of  a  part 
of  his  enjoyment  in  a  previous  acquaintance  with  their 
beauties ,  I  shall  therefore  only  point  out  such  as  1  eon* 
sider  most  deserving  of  his  attention,  and  commence  with, 
the  iVerot/mZ,  a  walk  of  peculiar  beauty;  -the  mill  of 
fVellritz ,  this  formerly  belonged  to  the  cloister  of  Gla« 
renthal ,  and  is  about  2  miles  distant  from  the  town ;  the 
walk  to  Clarenthali    the  charming  promenade  to 


THE  PLATTE,  535 

fnuhte  9  on  the  banlss  of  the  little  rippling  rivulet  on  the 
VrtLj  to  Sonnenbergf;  Dotiheim  a  short  and  pleasant  walk 
to  the  Southwest;  while  on  the  East,  in  the  distance  of 
about  two  miles  you  have  the  pleasant  walk  of  Bierstadt , 
but  chief  of  all  the  Platte  is  most  deserving  of  notice  ^  to 
the  good  pedestrian  it  affords  one  of  the  most  delightful 
walks  in  the  whole  neighbourhood,  while  to  the  weakly 
and  the  invalid ,  the  numerous  donkeys  kept  in  the  town 
for  the  accommodation  of  th^  visiters  ,  afford  an  opportu* 
nity  of  inspecting  this  lovely  spot,  and  enjoying,  with 
its  invigorating  breezes ,  the  magnificent  prospect  com- 
manded from  its  heights.  On  the  summit  of  this  mountain^ 
about  five  miles  distant  from  the  town ,  the  Duke  has  a 
superb  hunting  seat,  which  on  application  is  open  for 
the  inspection  of  all.  The  interior  of  this  beautiful  man- 
lion  is  highly  deserving  inspection,  and  the  arrangements 
of  the  different  rooms  so  perfectly  in  keeping  with  the 
objects  to  which  the  residence  is  devoted ,  that  it  is  a 
most  convincing  proof  of  the  extreme  good  taste  of  its 
projector,  the  furniture  to  the  minutest  article  bespeaking 
the  love  of  the  possessor  for  the  manly  joys  of  the  chase. 
The  antlers  of  numerous  stags  shot  in  the  Taunus  by  the 
Duke  himself  arc  affixed  over  all  the  doors  to  the  different 
rooms  in  the  grand  entrance ,  and  on  those  of  the  gallery 
above,  with  a  memento  mori,  or  account  of  the  death  of 
each  attacted  to  it.  In  several  of  the  rooms  the  furniture 
is  made  exclusively  of  the  antlers  of  the  stag ,  singularly 
beautiful  and  unique.  ' 

On  the  hill,  by  the  side  of  its  more  aspiring  neighbour, 
is  the  dwelling  of  an  honest  forester ,  whose  acquaintance 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  on  my  first  excursion  to  this 
charming  place ,  having  overtaken  him  in  the  woods ,  and 
walked  with  him  to  his  delightful  residence.  Here  the 
weary  may  find  rest,  and  the  hungry  and  thirsty  refresh- 
ment ,   with  the  best  of  all  incentivea  to  the  enjoyment  of 
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pood  cbeer ;  ^ood  humour,  united  yritli  the  utmost  civility. 
The  forester  is  ,  I  take  it,  a  sample  of  the  German  of  the 
old  school,  and  I  know  not,  that  a  higher  compliment 
can  be  paid  any  man,  than  to  say  he  is  such.  This  spot 
is  truly  lovely,  and  to  those,  who  have  not  visited  the  more 
lofty  mountains  of  the  Taunus  ,  the  view  appears  of  sur- 
passing beauty. 

I  never  visit  this  lovely  spot,  without  having  forcibly 
brought  to  my  recollection  an  individual,  whose  acquain- 
tance I  made  on  one  of  my  visits  to  this  romantic  neigh- 
bourhood. I  have  him  now  before  me  in  my  imagination, 
and  with  feelings  of  peculiar  interest  recall  his  noble 
figure  to  my  recollection.  With  a  face,  beaming 'with 
intelligence,  his  eye  sparkled  with  animation  when  he 
spoke  of  his  fatherland y  but  a  deep  sigh  escaped  him  when  he 
enumerated  her  wrongs,  and  with  a  tear  when  he  painted 
hfsr  afflictions.  In  his  presence  I  felt  unable  to  repress 
the  sigh,  and  with  the  wanderer,  (uiy  feelings  harmoni- 
sing with  his  own),  I  mingled  tears  of  regret :  —  he  was 
an  exile  —  a  noble  patriot  of  a  nation  as  brave  as  it  is 
unfortunate  — •  he  was  a  Pole. 


Oh  Poland!  my  country,  thy  wrongs  I  deplore » 

And  tky  freedom  with  life  would  defend, 

But  exird  from  home,  I^bekold  thee  no  more! 

For  that  home  *tis  now  yain  to  contend. 

For  blighted,  alas!  are  the  hopes  of  the  brave 

In  the  mildew  of  tyranny's  pow'r  I 

The  rose-bud  of  freedom  has  sunk  to  the  grave 

Ere  summer  had  cheered  the  sweet  flower!    ^ 


Death  only  thy  sorrows  can  shroud  from  my  view 
Even  sleep  cannot  veil  thy  distress ; 
The  dream  of  my  pillow  thy  wrongs  will  renew. 
And  in  colours  of  aaguish  will  dress. 
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For  Poland  my  country !   tLe  home  I  revere  & 
In  thy  nvreck  thou  art  dear  to  my  soul ! 
Thy  desolate  fields  e'en  an  Eden  appear 
In  the  love  of  each  ^Tauderlno;  Pole! 

Thoug^h  freedom  lu  Poland  may  sink  to  the  tomh  ^ 
And  desponding  the  rose  droop  its  head! 
Though  darkness  obscure  thee  in  hideous  gloom « 
And  thy  cities  he  still  as  the  dead! 
Resplendent  the  sun  of  thy  greatness  shall  shine » 
~  And  tyrants  succumb  to  thy  power  ! 
For  planted  by  heaven  is  freedom  divine* 
And  in  Poland  shall  flourish  the  flovr'r  I 

About  three  miles  distant,  on*  the  road  to  Sehwalbach 
is  another  most  lovely  situation,  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
Platte,  in  respect  to  its  lorely  view.  The  Gcisherg  affoi'ds 
another  charming^  walk  to  the  visiters  of  Wiesbaden ,  a 
lovely  view^ ,  a  cheerful  dance  in  the  saloon  of  its^farm- 
house  to  those  who  desire  it,  with  refrcshemts  etc.  -^ 

'  Moshach  and  Biberich  have  been  described  in  the 
former  part  of  this  work  ,  but  I  recommend  the  visiter 
to  Wiesbaden  not  to  leave  the  town  without  enjoying  a 
walk  in  the  lovely  g-arden  of  the  latter,  or  without  in- 
specting its  charming  palace,  every  facility  beings  afiordcd 
to  strangers ,  throughout  the  whole  country  by  the 
officers  of  the  government  to  see  everything  deserving 
their  attention. 

In  my  observations  on  the  admirable  management  of 
the  institutions  generally  of  this  country,  and  of  Eber- 
bach  in  jtarticular ,  I  took  occasion  to  remark  that  the 
political  constitution  and  laws  of  this,  or  any  other  state, 
I  regarded  as  a  subject  quite  foreigtiy  to  my  undertaking: 
if  therefore  as  an  humble  ,  though  independent  historian, 
I  have  occasionally  ventured  to  censure,  I  trust  my  stric- 
tures have  been  guided  by  such  strict  impartiality,  and 
«o   devoid  of  personality  as   not  to   give   offence,    while 
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my  praise ,  resnlting  from  conviction  and  truth  ^  may 
exempt  me  from  the  suspicion  of  courtly  adulation. 

Devoid  of  every  consideration,  devoid  of  every  feeling 
save  that  of  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact,  I  must  state 
that  I  Lave  in  my  intercourse  ivith  the  people  of  Nassau 
frequently  listened  iiritb  gratification  to  tLeir  encomiums 
of  the  sovereign  of  this  country  for  his  many  private 
virtues,  few  individuals  in  so  exalted  a  station  of  life 
possessing  so  high  a  character  as  husband,  father,  master 
or  friend,  and  few  families  enjoying  more  the  .endearing 
ties  of  domestic  happiness  than  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Nassau. 

Though  so  near  to  Wiesbaden ,  and  generally  one  of 
the  first  objects  surveyed  by  the  stranger ,  I  have  never- 
theless reserved  for  the  last  subject  of  recommendation  | 
A  visit  to  the  village  and  ruined  castle  of  Sonnenberg. 


539 


CHAPTKR    17. 

Sonnenber^.  Sair  of  Sonnenberg.  Epstein,  the  Switzerland  of 
Germany.  Tbe  Rossert.  Presenet;  of  mind  under  trying  circum- 
stances A  loTcly  yalley.  Tbe  ruins  of  Hdnigstein  castle.  Religious 
persecution.  A  wretcb.  Ruins  by  moonligbt.  »A  irell  -  instructed 
anatomist.  Tbe  Altkonig.  Tbe  Feldberg.  Mountain  nympbs.  Tbe 
magnificent  in  nature  Reifenberg.  Tbe  festiyai  of  spring.  Tbe 
patriots  monument.  Home  scenes.  Respect ,  love ,  and  loyalty, 
Tbe  best  of  princes.  National  feeling  awakened.  How  to  abolisb 
tbe  punisbment  of  dcatb.  Tbe  springs  of  Homburg ;  Analysis  of 
tbe  same.  Gardens  and  walks  round  tbe  town.  Antiquities.  ObeP' 
ursel.  Gronberg.  Soden ,  its  batbs.  Falkenstein  castle ;  saw  of 
tbe   Deyirs    road.     A   rougb   customer   to  content  witb. 

Fiscbbacb. 


JLhe  fine  old  ruin  of  Sonnenlierg  once  the  residence  of 
an  Emperor,  and  tbe  beloved  retreat  of  his  imperial  spouse, 
in  whose  baronial  balls  the  knights  of  old  assembled  to 
debate  on  war,  decide  on  peace,  to  point  the  lance  in 
tournament ,  or  awake  the  bird  of  prey  that  nestled  in  its 
battlements  (  affrighted  by  the  boisterous  mirth  attendant 
on  their  night's  carouse),  is,  in  its  ruins,  less  forsaken 
far  than  many  a  neighbouring  pile ,  that  offers  more ,  de- 
serving of  the  wanderer's  search.  The  invalid  progressing^ 
t'wards  a  better  state  of  health  fancies  ( like  Richard  )  that 
be  is  tthimself  again, »  can  he  but  toil  so  far  as  Sonnenberg ( 
the  old  and  young;  each. miss  and  master;  the  noble  and 
the  peasant ;  all  who  have  sojourned  any  time  in  Wiei- 
badcn  have  rode,  have  driven,  walked,  or  crawled  iQ 
Sonneubergp* 
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A  lore  of  variety  is  natural  to  us  all,  and  tboug^h  all 
profess  an  ardent  lore  of  truth ,  and  a  detestation  of 
falsehood,  yet  many  I  fear  prefer  a  little  of  the  fabulous 
to  too  much  of  the  historical ,  to  those  therefore  who 
may  have  been  vfesxrj  of  my  Listorical  notices  of  Wies- 
baden, I  recommend  the  le^j^end  of  Sonnenberg^,  of  the 
truth  of  which  I  was  assured  by  a  ^rsiye  old  (rentlemaUi 
not  of  such  deep  penetration  tboujjfh  I  fancy  as  the  old 
gentleman, 

ItouQ  after  the  inhabitants  on  the  Rhine ,  Main  and 
Neckar ,  had  embraced  the  pun;  doctrine  of  Christianity, 
and  mankind  been  blessed  with  the  light  of  divine  reve* 
lation  ,  proudly  contemninj)^  the  re1i|pou  of  the  cross  and 
scofling^  its  disciples,  had  the  priests  of  the  g^olden  Sun 
reared  their  temple  of  idglatry  on  the  chalk  rock  of 
Sonnenberg^.  Their  temple  tbey  had  surrounded  with 
mig^hty  walls  of  defence ,  and  the  walls  defended  with 
towers  defying  assault. 

Each  kuight  despising  the  promulgated  faith  in  Christ, 
each  chief,  or  vassal  discontented  with  his  sovereign's 
sway,  each  hardened  bandit,  was  a  welcome  guest  within 
their  temple  walls  ;  and  each  aware  his  life  was  forfeit 
to  the  state  for  acts  of  outrage  'gainst  society,  became  a 
dreaded  foe  to  every  social  tie  ,  a  zealous  devotee  in  the 
cause  he  had  embraced,  a  contemner  of  God  and  man. 

To  gratify  the  nightly  orgies  of  these  lawless  men^ 
who  led  a  life  of  the  most  hardened  profligacy,  the 
mansions  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  cottages  of  the  peasant 
were  alike  attacked ,  and  to  such  an  extent  had  they 
carried  their  depredations  that  every  house  ,  whose  owner 
could  afford  the  cost ,  maintained  an  armed  force ,  and 
fortified  his  home.  In  the  caverns  of  the  mountain  the 
timid  peasant  hid  his  little  all,  and  undefended,  e'en -by 
day ,  no  traveller  ventured  forth.  Each  home  had  lost 
its   fairest    ornament ,    society   its   chief   attraction ,    for 
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remoTed  to  distant  lands,  the  lovely  of  creation  no  longer 
graced  domestic  life;  eacli  maiden  left  her  home;  for 
liiese  lawless  Worshipers  of  the  Sun  not  only  stripped  the 
peasant  of  his  wealth  ,  drove  from  his  yard  his  cattle 
and  destroyed  his  crops ,  hat  even  forced  away  the  female 
inmates  of  his  home. 

-'  At  night,  hands  of  these  ministers  of  destruction  sallied 
forth  to  roh  ,  and  if  opposed  ,  to  murder.  Glad  in  hlack 
harness,  with  a  golden  Sun  upon  their  hreasts^  on  the 
outskirts  of  a  village  marked  for  plunder,  their  plan  of 
operation  was  to  disperse  in  small  parties  to  the  different 
houses ,  and  thus  hy  preventing  the  united  efforts  of  the 
people  against  them,  to  plunder  at  discression  the  unfor- 
tunate inhahitadts  of  each  house. 

-  The  dread  of  Swcttermann  ,  the  high  priest,  and  re- 
ported to  he  a  powerful  necromancer  restrained  the  valouf 
of  the  people,  if  e'en  oppression  urged  them  to  resist, 
and  thus  unrestrained  their  deeds  of  rapine  and  destruction 
augmented  daily. 

Tremhiing  one  night  old  Ulrich,  the  richest  commoner 
around  aud  the  hailiff  appointed  hy  the  lord  of  Epstein  to 
the  district,  neared  his  door  to  answer  to  a  request  fur  ad- 
mission made  hy  a  strange  voice ,  the  knights  of  the  Sun 
were  uppermost  in  his  thoughts ,  and  as  he  felt  the  bolt, 
and  tried  the  bar  which  secured  the  entrance  to  his 
house,  he  replied  that  ^twas  late,  and  he  would  not 
grant  admission.  The  applicant  assured  him  he  had 
naught  to  fear,  he  was  a  true  and  Christian  knight, 
named  Hugo  from  the  Rhinegau,  and  with  his  attendant^ 
(having  lost  his  way)  craved  rest  and  food,  promising  in 
return  full  recompense  ,  and  protection  to  the  inhabitants 
if  needed  in  return.  Surveying  from  the  lofty  window, 
the  knight  and  his  attendants ,  old  Ulrich  felt  assured  he 
ifvas  deceived  by  his  anxiety,  they  were  indeed  a  trusty 
band  9  and  instant  he  gave  admission  to  the  knight. 
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iV  unequal  figbt^  for  unprepared  for  combat ,  the  noble 
Httn^o,  and  bis  attendant  knights  had  much  advantage 
o'er  the  unsuspecting^  bandits. 

The  vile  Swettermann  alive  was  captured  by  the  valiant 
hnight ,    and    not  a  man  escaped.     These  prisoners  safely 
guarded,    instant  the  noble  Hugo  and  his  brave  associafeSf 
wrapt  in  the  mantles  of  the    vanquished  foe ,    the  golden 
Sun   too    shining    on  their  breasts ,    advanced    with  speed 
towards     the    temple     Sounenberg,     where     safe     arrived 
before    the     first    faint    streaks    of   light    announced     the 
opening  day  ,    tbey  were    mistaken   for  the  robbers  of  the 
castle  9    and  instantly  admitted.     To  overpower  the  guard 
and    few    remaining  outlaws    was  an  easy  task^    and  thus 
the  temple- castle  which   had  withstood  so  many  a  siege f 
and  laughed  to  scorn  the  mightiest    elforts  to  overcome  it, 
succumbed  to  Hugo's  prudence  and  revenge. 

The  heathen  rights  had  just  commenced ,  its  ministers 
assembled ,  and  on  the  altar  of  the  temple  of  theJSun 
already  curled  the  circling  flame.  With  bare  and  brawny 
arms  the  great  high -priest  prepared  himself  for  sacrifice, 
and  while  with  a  mighty  grasp  he  held  the  ready  knife 
with  one,  he  o'er  the  other  hand  twisted  the  silken  tresses 
of  a  lovely  maiden's  hair.  The  knife  of  sacrifice  already 
Beared  the  fair  ones  throat,  and  in  the  fiendish  monster's 
grin  she  read  her  doom;  when  lo'^  the  din  of  war,  the 
clash  of  arms  was  heard  and  stayed  the  idoFs  sacrifice; 
alternate  imprecations,  and  the  prayer  for  mercy  broke 
upon  th'  astonished  ear ;  the  portal  of  the  temple  burst 
assunder ,  and  the  idol's  priest ,  became  the  idol'si  sacri* 
fice  9  for  at  the  false  God's  feet,  the  great  high -priest 
(by  Hugo  slain) ,  breathed  his  last  curse. 

Supported  by  the  knight  soon  the  loved^  Gertrude  .ope*d 
her  moistened  eye,  and  faintly  smilinjp  pressed  her  Hugo's 
band.  The  bless'd  example  of  the  founder^of  the  Christian's 
faith,  and  the  mild  precepts  of  his  doctrine,  had  made  aft 
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yet  too  little  progress  on  the  Leart  of  man,  to  teach » 
,« that  mercy  is  the  fairest  a^trihute  of  heaven,!)  thut 
Hugo ,  though  of  a  nohle  nature  ,  if  in  his  rude  and  war** 
like  avocations  just,  had  yet  to  learn  this  heavenly  feeling; 
Each  inmate  of  the  castle  ,  the  temple's  priest ,  each  out* 
lawed  knight  was  instant  put  to  death,  and  that  not  a 
▼estage  of  the  temple  of  the  false  God  might  there  remain, 
what  not  the  fire  consumed ,  the  art  of  man  accomplished, 
and  the  proud  temple  of  the  Sun  was  levelled  with  the 
earth;  thus  the  last  remnant  of  a  monstrous  paganism  was 
extinguished  in  the  countries  of  the  Rhine. 

While  yet  the  temple  hurnt ,  hrave  Hugo  hurried  with 
Lis  prize,  his  lovely  hride ,  to  glad  old  Ul rich  with  his 
child's  return ,  hut  mid  assemhlcd  thousands  ,  joyous  in 
the  temple's  overthrow,  the  venerahle  sage  encountered  on 
the  way  his   happy,  lovely  child. 

The  tenets  of  the  religion  (if  such  il  might  he  called), 
of  the  worshipers  of  the  Sun  enacted  that  its  priests  might 
marry,  and  if  to  one,  converted  from  the  faith  of  Christ 
Lack  to  their  own  idolatrous  rights ,  the  priest  so  married 
was  regarded  as  the  favoured  of  the  Sun  ,  each  Star  that 
decked  the  firmament  of  Heaven  heing  regarded  as  some 
holy  priest  departed  to  the  other  world.  Thus  had  each 
captured  fair  the  choice:  life,  idolatry,  and  love  of  a 
holy  priest,  or  death  hcfore-the  altar  of  his 'God.  Such 
was  the  alternative  to  Gertrude  given ;  such  her  resolve  , 
that  hut  for  Hugo's  timely  aid  the  maid  had  died.  Old 
Uirich  knew  full  well  the  fate  that  pended  o'er  his  Ger* 
trude^s  head;  judge  then  his  joy  when  he  received  her 
from  hrave  Hugo's  hand  ,  and  clasped  her  to  his  hreast. 
He  fondly  kissed  his  lovely  daughter,  called  her  a  prize 
that  kings  might  joy  them  in ,  he  placed  her  willing  hand 
in  that  of  Hugo,  hless'd  them,  and  felt,  in  hlessing  hlcss'd« 

The  lovely  groves  around  her  infant  home^  each  flow'ry 
mead  or  verdant  lawn,  the  giairt  mountain  and  the  majestic 
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rock,  the  vrild,  romantic,  or  the  simple  scene  alike  had 
charms  for  nature's  child  —  Hwas  home ,  and  'twas  a 
happy  home.  Her  lover  felt  her  wish ,  and  soon  from  oat 
the  temple's  rulued  walls ,  a  stately  castle  reared  its 
mi{rbty  front ,  the  home  of  Hugo  and  his  lovely  fair. 

The  castle  too  in  later  days  hecame  the  loved  retreat 
of  royal  Adolph,  Nassau's  sou,  and  ruler  of  the  German 
realm  4  where  with  his  spouse,  the  fair  Imagina,  the 
royal  hero  often  sought  repose  and  absence  from  the  toil 
and  trammels  of  his  royal  state  ,  and  felt  that  joy  ,  the 
great  so  seldom  know. 

With  this  saw  I  must  now  hid  adieu  to  Wieshaden , 
and  conduct  my  readers  to  scenes  of  such  loveliness  ^ 
that  to  the  admirer  of  the  charms  of  nature,  they  possess 
an  attraction  not  to  he  surpassed  in  Germany. 

Attended  hy  jllr.  Hahel  ,  who  accompanied  us  a  mile 
or  two  on  our  way ,  pointing  out  to  us  from  the  hill 
commanding  the  town ,  the  extreme  beauty  of  the  country 
around,  I  arranged  for  our  meeting  on  Saturday  at  Hatters* 
hcim«  and  taking  our  leave  bent  our  steps  towards  that 
Switzerland  in  miniature,  Epstein,  where  we  arrived  at 
half  past  nine,  after  a  delightful  walk  of  four  or  fire 
hoars. 

An  excellent  repast  of  the  best  but  simple  country 
fare  formed  an  agreeable  fiunle  to  the  day.  A  good 
tempered  communicative  young  man ,  on  a  visit  to 
some  friend  in  £pstein,  learning,  our  intentions,  ;  ad«^ 
Tised  us  not  to  attempt  to  asceiMl  the  Feldberg  befeve 
the  rising  of  the  Sun,  having  himself,  he  said,  experienced 
the  ill  effect  of  so  doing.  I  resolved  to  follow  his  ad<^ 
vice,  and  rather  greet  the  glorious  orb  when  attired  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  splendour ,  than  be  half  frozen  in  the 
anticipation  of  his  rising.  £arly  in  the  morning  I  was  at 
my  desk ,  in  order  to  transmit  from  my  memory  to  paper, 
the  information  I  had  received  at  Wiesbaden^   and  vhtltt 
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my  youn(r  eompanion  J  —  took  a  survey  of  the  castle  and 
neighbourhood  wrote  till  dinner. 

Our  hostess  was  determined  to  .give  us  a  sample  of 
her  skill  in  the  culinary  art,  and  prepared  us  an  excellent 
dinner.  The  trout  and  crabs  in  the  stream  here  are  most 
excellent,  but  I  rather  recommend  those  disposed  to  ascend 
the  mountain  of  the  Rossert,  to  accomplish  the  task  before, 
in  preference  to  after  dinner,  for  should  they  chance  to 
be  as  bountifully  supplied  with  good  cheer  as  we  were  by 
Ickstadt  at  the  Sun,  they  will  find  it  no  easy  task  to  climb 
the  lofty   height. 

The  extreme  point  of  this  mountain  is  formed  of  a 
majestic  piece  of  rock ,  seemingly  placed  there  by  dame 
nature ,  to  afford  the  curious  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
from  its  elevation ,  above  the  forest  trees  o'er  whieh  it 
towers ,  the  lovely  prospect  by  which,  except  at  one  point 
you  are  surrounded.  At  the  back  the  view  is  shut  out  by 
the  more  lofty  Ftldherg  ^  Altkonig  and  Glasskopf 
mountains,  or  as  regards  the  extent,  and  beauty  of  prospect 
the  curious  might  here  feel  satisfied ,  nor  toil  the  mighty 
Feldberg's  towering  height  to  measure  further  in  the  land 
th'  extent  of  nature's  works. 

A  jdger  reclining  on  the  rock,  with  gun  thrown  care- 
lessly on  his  shoulder,  added  not  a  little  to  the  romantic 
appearance  of  the  scene,  and  in  his  position,  and  the  intensity 
with  which  he  seemed  to  survey  the  scene  around  brought 
Wallack  in  the  brigand  to  my  mind  ,  than  which  ,  a  more 
finished  performance  of  Melo  Drama  ^  does  not  exist.  I 
afterwards  found  that  this  individual  had  only  the  day 
before  been  appointed  to  his  office ,  and  for  the  first  time 
was  surveying  from  this  elevated  spot  the  chase,  o'^r 
wbich  be  had  the  care.  As  I  shall  have  to  mention  this 
view  9  only  on  a  more  extensive*  seale  from  the  Feldherg 
ta  morrow,  I  will  only  remark  that  nothing  can  mudl 
e&eeed  the  prospect  from  hence,  though  I  confess,  I  hardly 
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know  to  ipvliich  to  ^ive  ^the  preference »   this  or  the  pano* 
roma  view  from  the  led{^c  of  rocks  on  the  Oonnersbergf. 

We  now  descended  hj  a  more  steep  path  than  that 
by  which  we  had  ascended  ,  and  shortly  reached  a  monn- 
tain  pasture ,  ivhere  encircled  on  all  sides  by  majestic 
timber  we  laid  down,  at  once  to  enjoy  a  short  rest,  and 
to  reg^ard  the  view  of  the  stately  Melihocus,  seen  majes- 
tically rising  in  the  distance  above  the  lofty  timbers  of 
the  forest. 

This  meadow  is  appropriately  named  the  Heimlieke 
fViese ,  or  homely  meadow.  An  anecdote  connected  witk 
this  spot  is  well  worthy  of  bein(;  recorded ,  as  at  once 
a  proof  of  the  skill  of  the  huntsmen  >  or  jagers  of  tbia 
country  with  their  riQes,  and  of  the  presence  of  mind 
nrhich  one  of  them  displayed  under  most  trying  circum* 
stances;  a  stone  formerly  marked  the  spot,  which  Mr« 
Haliel  has  an  idea  of  restoring^,    to  keep  alive  the  history. 

A  jager  having  sligbtly  wounded  a  wild  boar  in  the 
woods,  the  enraged  animal  rushed  from  his  pursuer,  and 
for  a  time  eluded  all  pursuit.  At  length  the  animal  waa 
tracked  to  a  certain  part  of  the  forest ,  and  a  hue  and 
cry  being  raised,  foaming  at  the  mouth  the  hideous  monster 
rushed,  towards  the  hidden  meadow,  where  at  play  were 
many  of  tlfe  village  children.  Bent  on  destruction  and 
quite  regardless  of  the  object  on  which  it  wreaked  its 
vengeance,  the  unhappy  child  nearest  to  it,  a  lovely  boy 
ten  years  of  age,  was  thrown  down,  and  already  trembled 
neath  the  monster's  tusk,  ready  to  lacerate  its  tender 
limbs,  and  nip  its  bud  of  life.  Just  at  this  moment  tbe 
jager,  who  had'  for  some  time  past  been  gaining  on  the 
animal  entered  the  meadow.  Horror  struck  he  saw  his 
child ,  his  only  child  a  ready  sacrifice  to  the  fury  of  the 
animal,  that  fury  which  himself  had  roused.  He  raiaed 
his  gun,  his  once  firm  arm  had  lost  its  nerve ,  his  aim 
its    certainty,    he   trembled ,    and  a   film   o'ersprcad  * hi^ 
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Bigpht  -r-  he  fired ,  •-—  and  the  monster  fell.  Uncertain  of 
the  fate  of  his  child  ,  the  father  stood  a  moment  in  th« 
anguish  of  suspense ,  then  rushed  forward  ,  and  with  the 
parting  groan  the  monster  gave^  his  child's  sweet  Yoice 
assailed  the  happy  parent's   ear. 

Passing  through  a  wood  directly  before  us,  and  over 
which  the  before  mentioned  view  of  the  Melibocus  is  to 
be  seen,  we  came  by  the  side  of  a  deep  ravine,  (through 
which  in  the  winter  a  stream  from  the  melting  snow  often 
pours  with  considerable  force) ,  to  a  still  smaller  plot  of 
rough  pasturage,  so  completely  hid  from  observation  as  to 
seem  hardly  known  to  man  ;  this  is  called  the  Lenzewiese; 
passing  through  an  other  wood,  in  which  occasionally 
rwe^ouud  sQpne  fine  specimens  of  rock,  we  soon  emerged 
into  one  of  the  ipost  enchanting  meadows,  in  one  of  the  most 
romantic  valleys  I  had  ever  beheld,  called  the  Wellbach. 
Winding  along  this  sweet  spot  by  a  narrow  path  at  tho 
foot  of  lofty  hanging  woods,  from  out  whose  sylvan  sided 
the  giant  rock,  projecting  rudelj^  in  the  vale,  seemed  to 
defy  approach;  hills  clad  with  timber  to  their  extremevt 
points,  gave  to  the  scene  a  charm  not  to  be  defined. 
Then  o'er  our  heads,  in  such  "^ an  altitude  as  to  seem 
lowering  in  the  clouds  ,  small  breaks  of  corn ,  in  golden 
ripeness  contrasted  lovely  with  the  meadow's 'green,  and 
gave  the  scene  so  much  of  fascination  that  one  hardly 
felt  the  power  or  wish  to  quit  so  sweet  a  spot. 

At  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  rests  9 
«[nd  with  a  sweet  vieVr  of  the  hills  beyond  the  village  i' 
waving  with  corn  ,  or  clothed  with  wood ,  we  terminated 
this  delightful  walk. 

At  five  o'clock  I  left  Epstein  for  Konigstein.  To 
describe  the  valley  of  Fischbs^ch  is  to  give  a  relation  of 
one  of  the  mdst  romantic  ,  one  of  the  most  lovely  scenes 
the  fancy  can  delineate.  Nothing  in  this  neighbourhood 
ean  equal  it,    unless  indeed  I  except  the  commencemeMt 
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of  Loraliaeb  from  the  Tillajfe  of  Epstein.  Throvgk  tlieso: 
two  cbarmingr  valleys  I  walked  with  my  son  on  the  f  st  of 
January ,  when  vainly  I  made  an  attempt  to  ascend  the 
F?ldberg.  At  all  seasons  of  the  year  I  have  visited  these 
lovely  valleys,  each  bill,  each  dale,  is  almost  known  to 
me ,  and  yet  with  augmented  pleasure  I  each  time  survey 
these  charminjr  spots.  From  llofheim  taking  the  whole 
length  of  the  valley  of  Lorsbach,  about  five  miles  to 
Epstein «  the  imagination  is  transported  with  delight  to 
the  scenery  of  Switzerland,  as  that  of  the  valley  of  rocks 
near  St.  Goarsbausen  portrays  the  wild  and  awful  scenery 
of  Tyrol ;  but  Konigstein  must  first  command  my  attention. 
We  arrived  in  snfTicient  time  to  minutely  inspect  the 
dismantled  works  of  this  once  renowned  fortress.  Over 
the  entrance  to  the  outworks  of  this  magnificent  castle 
the  arms  of  Mentz  chiseled  in  the  red  stone  of  the  country 
are  conspicuous ,  and  in  a  good  state  of  preservation ;  tO 
the  right  of  the  door  a  large  arched  building,  bomb  prOof^ 
served  as  a  guard  bouse ,  and  passing  round  oile  of  the 
fine  towers  of  this  once  noble  fortification ,  and  which 
with  its  cannon  and  small  arms  completely  commanded 
the  path  yon  pursue,  you  first  arrive  at  the  literal  entrance 
to  the  caltle,  this  was  defended  by  a  drawbridge  over  a 
deep  ravine,  now  filled  up,  and  by  a  gateway  protected 
by  cannon,  in  their  fire  crossing  in  all  directions  the 
approach  ,  and  Jiristled  with  small  arms.  Beneath  this 
long  arched  gateway,  again  was  a  portcullis  from  all  sides 
defended  through  loop  -  holes  for  musketry.  At  the  ter- 
ititnation  of  this  vaulted  archway  was  again  a  defence, 
and  in  every  direction  subterranean  passages  affording  the 
m^ans  of  defence ,  annoyance ,  and  retreat.  Independent 
of  these  almost  invincible  defences ,  were  others  which 
rendered  the  conquest  of  this  place  almost  impossible, 
and  as  a  last  strong  hold  was  the  tower,  now  standing, 
which   so   long   as  the   besieged   possessed   the  means  oC 
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living'  and  ammunitiou ,  was  not  to  be  approached,  Tlia 
apacious  cellars,  dung^eons,  subterranean  passages,  and 
well;  the  hall  of  audience,  the  church,  chapel,  guard- 
rooms  etc.  are  well  worthy  of  notice  ,  but  I  recommend 
those  disposed  to  explore  the  subterranean  communicationa 
by  all  means  to  take  a  guide,  and  lantern,  with  them. 
At  the  foot  of  these  ruins  on  a  gentle  declivity  are 
,  the  beautiful  grounds  of  Mr.  Dorr,  a  leather  merchant 
of  Frankfort ,  in  .which  with  great  liberality  he  allows 
strangers  the  opportunity  of  walking,  and  from  its  terrace 
Burveying  the  magnificent  view  of  the  country  around; 
the  garden  of  the  inn  ,  the  Town  of  Amsterdam ,  belong- 
ing  to  Ml*.  Golloseus  ,  post  -  master  of  Kouigstein ,  which 
I  Imve  visited  several  times,  enjoying  the  good  cheer  of 
the  hostess ,  and  paying  most  reasonably  for  the  civility  of 
the  landlord,  communicates  with  these  pleasure  grounds* 
Here  we  slept,  proposing  in.  the  morning  to  depart  ear1y« 
and  ascend  the  mighty  Feldberg,  But  it  is  first  necessary 
that  I  make  my  readers  acquainted  with  such  historical 
facts  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  of  this  place* 

The  castle,  it  seems,  was  errected  in  the  time  of  Charles 
the  great,  and  was  then  called  Regisitxanu  In  1200  w# 
find  it  mentioned  as  a  castle  of  the  empire,  as  Cunigstein 
or  Cunegostein^  this  in  all  probability  being  derived' from 
Cunego  or  Cuno,  to  whom  it  seems  the  castles  ofMunzeiif- 
berg ,  Falkeustein ,  and  Epstein  belonged.  It  was  gar- 
risoned from  1581  to  1589,  from  some  cause  I  could 
not  discover ,  by  troops  of  the  empire.  The  Eberbarts 
of  Epstein ,  whose  descendants  the  Emperor  Maximilian 
fiirst  ennobled  as  Counts  of  Konigstein,  were  in  possession 
of  the  castlie  in  1544.  It  appears,  through  the  intrigues 
of  the  crafly  Elector  Daniel  Brendel  of  Mentz,  he. obtained 
from  the  Emperor  the  nomination  to  the  castle,  and  took 
possession  of  it  in  1581,  after  a  vain  endeavour  to  induee 
Count  Stollberg,  as  lineal  descendant  of  ih«  Connt  fiberhard 
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of  Epstein  to  relinquish  his  claim  to  it.  Witbout  doubt 
the  lawfnl  claimant  of  the  estates  of  this  ,  and  the  castle 
Epstein  ,  is  the  said  Count  of  Stollherg. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  principality  suffered  much  and 
long  from  their  attachment  to  this  family,  and  in  £609 
were  compelled  by  the  big^otted  Elector  John  Adam  af 
Biken'9  to  renounce  their  principles »  or  at  least  the  oat- 
ward  confession  of  the  faith  of  Luther ,  or  become  wan* 
derers  from  the  hearths  of  their  fathers.  So  far  did  reli*^ 
gfieus  jseal  carry  very  many ,  that  sooner  than  forswear 
their  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  the  reformed  church ,  they 
accompanied  their  beloved  pastor,  who  was  compelled 
bare  -  footed  to  quit  his  flock ,    to  a  more  tolerant  home« 

To  the  g^reat,  the  magfnanimous  Adolphus  of  Sweden, 
was  reserved  the  honour  of  restoring^  in  1651  these  exiles 
to  their  homes,  and  the  estates  of  Konig^stein  and  Epstein 
to  the  house  of  Stolberg,  from  whom  though  in  the  re- 
treat of  the  Swedes  in  165^  it  was  again  wrested.  After 
repeated  law  •  proceedings  between  the  Elector  of  Ments 
and  Count  Stolberg ,  it  was  decided  by  the  impartial  diet 
in  favour  of  the  over  rich  John  Philip  of  M enlz ,  when 
three  small  towns  and  27  villages  were  added  to  his 
dominions.  Count  Stolberg  was  compelled  to  a  compro** 
mise ,  accepting  (the  promise  of)  100,000  guldens,  of 
which  only  the  third  part  was  ever  paid ,  in  lieu  of  pro- 
perty of  the  value  of  one  and  a  half  million. 

In  1705  the  town  and  fortress  of  Koiiigstein  was  be- 
sieged and  taken  by  the  Prussians^  ni  1796  it  was  captured 
by  the  French,  and  in  1800  the  fortifications  were  razed. 
Since  1802  this  principality  has  become  the  property  of 
the  house  of  Nassau ,  and  at  present  forms  one  of  the 
most  romantic  parts  of  that  beautiful  land,  which  bordered 
by  the  Rhine,  Main^  Lahn,  Dill  and  Nidda ,  is  perhaps 
in  soil,  climate,  and  productions,  one  of  the  most  favoured 
tountries   of  Germany.      On    the   occasion  of  my  visitinf 
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With  Air.  HaLel,  Hoclist ,  in  the  public  room  of  tli«  inn 
1  saw  several  common  water  colour  paintings  of  the  differcMt 
small  engpagements  foug^ht  in  the  neig^hbovrhood  by  the 
French  during^  the  late  war,  one  amon|^  the  rest  the 
bombardment  of  this  place  by  the  Prussians  in  I  71)5  when 
the  whole  of  the  town  was  burnt  to  the  ground  excepting 
only  the  ambt-house,  which  as  a  wonder  escaped  becom* 
ittg  a  prey  to  the  flames.  The  name  of  the  French  com* 
mander  was  Eichenmeyer,  (by  the  bye  a  German  by 
name),  who  basely  betrayed  his  trust  and  his  unfortunate 
comrades ;  for  aided  by  a  herdsman  in  the  neigbourhood, 
one  acquainted  with  the  intricacies  of  the  mountain  passes^^ 
he  effected  his  escape  from  the  place  ,  leaving  as  did  the 
valiant  commander  of  Rheinfels  his  companions  to  their 
fate,  and  to  the  necessity  of  surrendering  a  fortress  equally 
tenable  by  a  brave  man,  as  that  strong  place.  This  fellow 
was    shortly   after  tried  by  a  court  martial  and  shot. 

On  the  visit  I  made  to  this  place  in  the  winter,  in 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  ascend  the  Feldberg  when 
covered  with  snow,  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  his* 
tory  of  a  German  who  had  resided  in  Kdnigstein  of  the 
name  of  Joseph  Kohwald ,  and  whose  honse  was  pointed 
out  to  me  from  the  castle  ruins.  His  biographer  was  not 
very  accurate  in  his  account  as  to  dates  etc.,  but  thus 
much  I  learnt  from  him,  that  this  fellow  had  acted  the 
part  of  double  traitor,  being  spy  to  both  parties ,  and  that 
through  his  betrayal  of  the  trust  the  French  reposed  in 
him,  by  conveying  forged  letters,  as  from  thle  general  of 
division  commanding  in  JMentz ,  but  written  by  the  enemy, 
chiefly  was  owing  the  fall  of  the  fortress.  This  rascal  it 
seems  never  after  this  period  prospered  $  for  the  money  ^ 
the  price  of  his  treachery  was  soon  dissipated,  and'«ae 
of  the  chief  means  of  his  support  was  afterwards  derived 
from  shewing  the  ruins  of  the  castle,  in  the  destruction" 
of  which   he  had  been   one  of  the  chief  agents.     WaU&iag 
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pleasure  of  seeing  ber ,  and  thus  haTing  smoothed  the 
way  9  I  yentured  to  put  the  awful  question  to  her ,  well 
aware,  that  if  the  excellent  adage  of  cfirst  come  first  served,* 
was  to  he  faithfully  ohserved,  I  should  surely  meet  with 
but  indifferent  quarters.  To  my  delight  I  learnt  that  cojttms 
les  eochons  the  whole  litter  of  youngsters  were  to  sleep 
Bpon  straw. 

Mine  host,  (in  every  respect  to  be  commended,)  pro- 
Tided  me  with  a  youthful  guide  for  the  morning  to  attend 
ns  over  the  Altkonig  ,  and  Feldherg ,  and  who  was  ordered 
for  4  o'clock.  Our  beds  were  good,  and  in  the  same 
room  in  which  in  winter  I  had  slept  previous  to  my 
attempt  to  ascend  the  mountain,  when,  disappointed  in  my 
wishes ,  I  determined ,  if  ever  I  had  the  chance  of  doing 
it,  I  would  traverse  these  celebrated  mountains,  and 
.  endeavour  by  an  authentic  account  of  the  deliglitful  scenery 
of  the  country  to  induce  my  countrymen  to  visit  them-, 
instead  of  considering  their,  excursion  of  the  Rhine  and 
the  baths  of  Nassau  complete ,  by  passing  on'  its  magnifi- 
eent  bosom  as  far  as  Menta ,  promenading  in  the  walks  of 
Wiesbaden,  Schwalbach  and  Schlangenhad ,  posting  on 
the  high  roads  to  Frankfort,  surveying  the  beauties  of 
Heidelberg  and  returning  home,  (if  they  even  extend  their 
journey  as -far  as  the  Neckar),  without  having  beheld  somo 
of  the  most  lovely  scenes  of  Germany ,  a  Switzerland  in^ 
■uniaturc. 

To  use  a  homely  expression  I  fancied  my  young  eompa** 

I 

nion  Mr*  J  — -  «  a  little  the  worse  for  wear,«  but  as  he- 
declared ,  not  fatigue ,  but  a  tight  boot  was  the  cause  of* 
his  hanging  back,  I  could  but  pity  him,  for  he  made-m- 
sad  business  of  it  this  morning  as  we  passed  thro*  Konig*- 
stein  on  our  way  to  the  Altkonig, 

Leaving  Falkenstein  close  to  our  right  we  now  ascended 
the  Altkonig ,   and  after  a  rather  steep  ascent  of  six  miles^*- 

•  ■;■■<■ 
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e:secitted  in  afconttwo  hoars  ,  arrived  at  the  first  remark- 
able stone  enclosure ,  whether  a  Roman  erection  formed 
to  maintain  their  conquests  ,  or  a  -German  defende  te 
uphold  liberty  is  uncertain ;  hut  without  doubt  this  is  on^ 
of  the  most  remarkable  objects  worthy  the  traveller's  notice 
on  the  whole  chain  of  the  Taunus  mountains.  Stones  not 
cemented  by  mortar  as  the  walls  of  the  Romans  aft.erward« 
were,  but  hugfc  masses  piled  one  upon  an  other,  the 
Herculean  work  of  man ,  forms  this  wonderful  defence. 
Opinions  differ  as  to  the  orig^in  of  this  mountain  fortress  ^ 
whether  as  before  observed  it  was  the  work  of  the  Romans 
or  the  CermanS)  but  as  little  is  recorded  of  the  latter, 
(if  we  except  the  valourous  acts  of  Hermann.)  and  as  few 
such  migfhty  works  are  attributed  to  this  wild  but  warlike 
people  ,  most  persons  are  disposed  to  regard  it  as  a  strong 
place  of  retreat  of  the  Romans ,  in  case  of  a  disasteroua 
result  of  their  wars  with  the  natives.  Wcnk  conceives  it 
to  have  been  Steinringe^  or  stone  ringfs ,  itis  he  calls  it, 
and  a  castle  of  Drusus ;  but  as  the  Romans  only  fortified 
flat  surfaces  on  g^entle  eminences,  and  never  the  pinnacles 
of  lofly  hills,  which  throughout  the  Taunus  is  clearly 
demonstrated ,  and  as  moreover  no  Roman  remains  have 
been  found  there,  I  think  the  supposition  of  Wenk  quite 
unstable.  I  should  rather  adopt  the  opinion  of  their  beiny 
of  Keltish  or  German  origin ,  and  erected  as  a  harried 
against  the  Gauls  by  those  valiant  sons  of  nature.  Similar 
remains  of  less  magnitude  are  fchind  nearer  to  Homhurg, 
and  also  near  Wiesbaden ,  and  in  some  measure  call  t%> 
mind  the  stone  masses  in  England,  denominated  Slone* 
benge.  It  is  believed  those  near  Wiesbaden  were  formerly 
far  more  extensive ,  but  that  the  materials  of  which  they 
were  composed,  have  been  used  for  the  baronial  castles 
of  the  middle  ages ,  and  for  the  formation  of  roads.  Some 
have  affirmed  they  were  erected  against  Cesar,  others 
against  the  Gauls. 
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heatli,  the  bilberry,  viild  thyme,  and  heathenw^ed. 
Erica  Fulgaris ,  nothing  grows  on  the  apex  of  this  eoYd  ^ 
this  dreary,  and  yet  this  lovely  spot;  not  lovely  in  itself, 
but  for  the  enjoyment  it  affords  to  the  lover  of  nature's 
most  magnificent  works ,  surveyed  from  its  lofty  top.  It 
was  a  lovely  day ,  serene  and  clear ,  but  in  these  moun* 
tainous  regions  the  cold  was  biting  sharp.  Heated  from 
iny  exertions  in  ascending  this  giant  mountain,  I  felt  the 
beeness  of  the  air  most  acutely,  when  with  my  coat  collar 
tnt.'ipd  np  round  my  neck,  and  buttoned  close  to  my 
throat ,  with  mouth  and  chin  enveloped  in  my  pocket 
handkerchief,  and  leaning  against  a  stone  erected  for 
the  purpose  of  pointing  out  the  highest  spot  on  the  moan- 
tain ,  I^surveycd  with  a  transport  of  delight  the  magnifi- 
cent view  spread  out  before  me. 

The .  prospect  from  hence  is  far  more  extensive  and 
lovely  than  from  either  the  Rossert  near  Epstein  or  the 
jiUkdnig ,  for  though  the  latter  is  very  nearly  as  high  as 
the  Feldberg ,  yet  deprived  of  the  deligtful  view  of  the 
Westerwald,  the  country  round  Limhurg,  Ilessen  Gassel, 
the  Vogelsberg  etc.,  by  the  lofty  woods  in  its  rear,  tower- 
ing far  above  the  heads  of  its  visiters ,  much  of  the 
magnificence  of  the  panorama  of  the  Feldherg  is  lost^ 
which  from  the  exposed  and  bare  summit  of  the  latter  has 
a  great  advantage  over  its,  (in  this  respect,)  less  favoured 
neighbour. 

As  before  observed  ,  the  crown  of  the  chain  of  mooii" 
tains  of  the  Taunus ,  for  its  height  and  size ,  is  the  giant 
Feldberg,  In  the  Southwest  part  of  Germany  it  is  the 
loftiest  mountain.  It  is  2600  feet  above  the  ocean  and 
2530  above ,  t^e  river  Maiu.  The  panoramic  view  from 
hence  is  beyond  even  the  poet's  art  to  describe  ;  sublimely 
magnificent,  —  beautiful  beyond  the  painters  skill  to  repre« 
sent,  how  shall  I  then  in  simple,  unassuming  proae,  hope 
to  define  the  charms  which  here  aurronnded  ine«     In  the 
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cirGiimference  of  4B0  miles  wbich  the  eye  commands ,  a 
prospect  of  the  most  enchanting  loveliness  is  beheld. 
Twelve  towns  and  a  hundred  villages  on  a  clear  day  are 
here  to  be  seen  with  a  telescope ,  independent  of  the 
whole  chain  of  mountains. 

The  most  distant  points  are  the  mountains  denominated 
the  Inselsherg ,  near  Gotha ,  the  Rohngeherg  by  Fulda , 
and  the  Spessart  in  Franconia;  towards  the  South  the 
Katzenbttckel  in  the  Odenwald,  the  Melibocus  by  Auer- 
bach,  the  Oelberg  by  Schiersheim  on  the  Bergstrasse, 
the  Heiligenherg  and  JSonigstuhl  by  Heidelberg,  the  Mer^ 
kensberg  by  Baden,  and  the  Donnen  under  the  Yogesen; 
towards  the  West,  the  Donnersberg  by  Kreutznach,  the 
Miinsterberg  by  Bingen,  the  hills  on  the  Moselle,  and  the 
Siebengebiirge  by  Bonn ;  towards  the  Northwest,  the  chain 
of  hills  in  tVestphalia  5  the  Hubnn  and  First  by  Ems , 
and  the  fVesterwald;  towards  the  North,  the  Dgnsberg 
by  Giessen ,  the  Meisner  in  lower  Hessia ,  and  the  back 
of  the  mountain  by  Gilsenberg ,  and  the  Hubrichswalde 
by  Cassel  —  this  completes  this  superb  panorama. 

The  name  Feldberg  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  a 
corruption  from  tVelt-berg,  world  mountain,  from  the  trans- 
cendantly  beautiful  view  we  have  from  hence  of  the  world 
below;  by  others  from  Velleda,  the  German  prophetess,  while 
others  maiufain  the  name  was  given  in  honour  of  the 
Emperor  Valentinian  who  at  Selicinium,  Sonnenberg^ 
defeated  the  Germans  in  one  of  the  most  bloody  battles 
fought  at  that  period.  There  are  numerous  remains  of 
Roman  ditches  ,  and  other  fortifications  still  to  be  traced 
on  the  northern  declivity  of  the  mountain. 

An  object  peculiarly  deserving  of  notice  is  the  beauti- 
ful ruins  of  the  castle  Reifenberg ,  situated  on  a  lofty 
rock  ,  out  of  which  it  chiefly  has  been'  cut,  and  surround- 
ed by  a  few  such  miserable  huts,  that  the  traveller  must 
not    anticipate    entertainment.       This    once    strong    castle 

^6 
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stands  deep  on  llic  North  side  of  the  Feldberg.  Here 
the  Roman  ditch  runs  at  the  back  of  the  Staufenherg , 
and  near  to  the  Weil  quelle ,  where  an  antiquary  of  deep 
research,  professes  to  hare  found  the  remains  of  an 
old  Roman  castcllum ,  and  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  same  an  oh1on{]f  square ,  called  the  Beidenkirche. 
The  latter  was,  no  douht,  erected  by  Valentinian,  when 
he,  in  violation  of  his  treaty,  built  the  frontier  wall 
a^inst  the  Allemanncn,  who  finding  all  protestations  and 
entreaties  yain ,  fell  upon ,  and  destroyed  all  the  Roman 
artisans  engaged  in  the  work.  It  is  related  that  only  one 
man  named  Syamius  escaped ,  whom  the  Emperor  iuime- 
diately  deprived  of  all  employ  in  the  works  of  the  state, 
and  banished  his  native  land.  This  work ,  found  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of 
expelling  the  Germans  who"  had  obtained  possession  of - 
the  summit  of  the  hill. 

But  to  return  to  Reifenberg,  perhaps  in  the  middle 
ages  no  baronial  possession  was  so  much  the  scourge  of 
the  country  as  this  castle.  The  knights  delighted  in 
warfare*  In  1374  they  stormed  Konigstein,  and  took 
Philip  the  deaf  of  Falkenstein  with  his  whole  family 
prisoners ,  the  cunning  Archbishop  of  Trier  having  some 
time  previous  captured  the  castle ,  then  in  the  possession 
of  Runo  of  Falkenstein.  The  last  of  these  knights  Philip 
Lndwig  died  I6B6  in  captivity.  Soon  after  the  country 
Reifenberg  with  Kransberg,  and  8tockheim  came  by 
marriage  to  the  Counts  of  Waltbott  whose  castle  lay  by 
Andern. 

Behind  Reifenberg  upon  a  frightful  forest  preei* 
pice  are  the  ruins  of  the  old  baronial  castle  Hatt- 
stein,  notorious  as  one  of  the  most  determined  nests  of 
robbers ,  which  the  Frankforters  took  by  storm  after  a 
most  tremendous  slaughter.  It  was  however  again  resto- 
red, and  its  knights  proceeding  in  the  same  lawless  course 
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it  Vfhs  again  attacked  by  the  combined  forces  of  Frankfort , 
of  Mentz ,  and  Isenburg,  and  in  1452  after  a  wonderful 
display  of  fortitude  in  its  de^nce ,  was  captured »  and 
then  totally  razed.  Till  this  period  the  whole  country 
round  had  lived  in  a  state  of  incessant  dread  and  nlarm, 
and  murder  and  rapine  was  the  order  of  the  day. 

To  return  to  Reifenburg,  proudly  its  ruins,  rooted  in 
the  rock  on  which  it  stands,  hid  defiance  to  the  combined 
efforts  of  time,  and  the  angry  war  of  elements.  Here -still- 
ness reigns  throughout  the  year.  Save  on  one  day,  when, 
early  as  the  spring  puts  forth  its  infant  shoot,  the  joyous 
peasants  congregate  beneath  its  walls  from  all  the  country 
round,  iind  there  on  bended  knee  the  hymn  of  spring 
rehearse.  Proceeding  thence  with  music  to  the  house  of 
God  ,  they  offer  up  their  thanks  at  the  throne  of  grace 
to  the  giver  of  each  good,  for  the  promise  of  the  opening 
spring,  and  humbly  supplicate  his  blessing  on  the  labour 
of  their  hands.  On  the  summit  of  the  Feldberg  with 
music,  song,  with  dance  and  wine  they  close  the  festival 
of  spring. 

I  have  Visited  oft  the  Harz  mountains ,  and  twice  as- 
cended^ (than  the  Feldberg),  the  more  lofty  Blocksberg,  bat 
the  wild,  the  majestic  grandeur  of  the  latter  is  in  my 
opinion  not  to  be  compared  in  its  loveliness  considered, 
with  this  romantic  mountain.  The  Rhine  imparts  to  every 
scene  thro^  which  its  waters  glide,  (as  here  is  the  cese,) 
a  character,  which,  in  absence  of  such  an  auxiliary,  is 
not  to  be  compensated  for  by  any  beauty  nature  there 
can  offer  to  the  beholder ;  oh!  how  here  is  arrayed  before 
the  eye,  the  majesty  of  nature,  the  bounty  of  providence 
and  the  skill  and  industry  of  man* 

Almost  perishing  with  cold,  which  my  enthusiasm 
could  not  surmount,  wc  commenced  our  descent  from  the 
mountain  towards  Homburg.  Our  guide  having  left  us, 
we  proceeded  rather  in  doubt  as  regarded  our  path,    and 

3G* 
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after  walking  in  the  (preatest  uncerfaintj,  from  tbe  varioas 
roads   vihicli    intersect    tbese   mighty    forests ,     more  than 
two  honrsy  we  at  length  came  to  a  crossway  ;  cross  indeed 
for  seven  roads  here  diTiding  and  subdiTiding  each  other, 
brought  ns  finally  to  a  stand  still.     Not  long  so  with  my 
young  friend  though,  for  throwing  himself  upon  the  grass, 
be  requested  me  to  make  a  halt ,   till  some  friendly  guide 
might  arrive  to  direct  us.     This,  (too  soon  I  fancy  for  'his 
repose,)  happened,  for  a  peasant  driving  two  cows  attached 
alone  by  their  horns  to  the  pole  of  a  waggon  loaded  with 
faggots  made  his  appearance.     He  directed  us  in  our  road, 
one ,    through   an   almost    impenetrable   forest ,    and    over 
the   most    un  -  HI  academized   way  I   bad  ever   paced,     for 
about  two  miles  further;    fancy  this  gentle  reader  with  no 
further  breakfast  than  two  small  farthing  rolls  between  vs 
to  break  the  spirit,   if  I  had  not  kept  the  flame  alive  by  a 
glass  from  my  schnaps  bottle. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  an  open  glade-way,  cut  direcdy 
through  tire  woods  from  Homburg  ,  this  we  entered,  and 
soon  arrived  at  a  mile-stone,  from-whose  literal  transcript  the 
announcement  was  as  follows:  1  Stunde-oter  lit  Engliche 
meil-e.  Of  its  othography ,  bein^g  far  from  learned  in  tbe 
German  language  I  must  leave  the  more  deeply  read  io 
decide  upon  its  excellence,  but  whether  classically  correct 
or  no,  the  announcement  of  three  English  miles  still  to 
be  accomplished ,  was  subject  of  much  uneasiness  to  my 
complaining  stomach.  Proceeding  a  little  further  we  reached 
an  opening  to  the  right ,  where  'neath  >  a  once  majestic 
oak,  on  which  the  winter  of  many  a  year  bad  spent  its 
fury,  and  whose  withered  branches  no  longer  cast  a  shade^ 
a  monumental  urn ,'  tribute  of  affection  to  the  dead,  rested 
in  sombre  sadness , 

Around  its  crown  a  wreath  of  laurel  hung 
IVhile  at  its  base  the  hcro*8  sword  reposed. 
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Ou  Ihe  centre  of  the  urn  were  the  initials  of  the  name  of 
the  departed  L.  A.  F.  and  on  the  pedestal  this  simple 
aonouncement. 

Geboren  den  tOten  Februar  1787. 
Geblleben  am  Sten  SEai  1815. 

Bora  the  lOtb.  February  1787. 
Fell  on  the  2d.  May  1813. 

Now  would  I  have  g^iven  my  anticipated  dinner  to  have 
known  to  whom,  and  hy  whom  this  nuemeuto  was  erecte^, 
and  I  verily' believe  it  acted  as  a  spur  to  my  jaded  limbs. 
Curiosity !  thou  art  not  confined  exclHsively  to  the  faiir 
sex  5  we  lords  of  the  creation  have  something  of  thee  in 
our  organization  !  Our  way  led  past  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  rock  ,  which  projecting  into  the  road  seemed  to  hem 
our  progress.  On  this  rock^  and  shaded  by  beautiful 
trees  were  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  the  stranger  j^ 
another  subject  for  the  nourishment  of  that  feeling,  which 
we  in  common  with  the  loveliest  part  of  creation  possess,, 
and  I  wondered  and  wondered  without  the  ability  to  solve 
the  mystery. 

Passing  along  alleys  of  the  loveliest  trees ,  amid  public 
gardens ,  arranged  quite  a  VAnglaise ,  like  the  pleasure 
grounds  of  an  English  nobleman ,  with  shaded  bowers^ 
alcoves ,  green  houses  ,  deer  garden ,  an  extensive  castcl* 
lated  pleasure  house ,  not  finished ,  and  a  beautiful  lake 
of  water,  from  the  bridge  over  which  two  young  ladies 
were  feeding  shoals  of  the  finest  fish ,  we  crossed  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  the  palace  of  the  prince  of  Homburg. 
Here  a  company  of  well  accoutred ,  clean ,  and  healthy 
looking  soldiers^  were  congregated  together,  passing 
whom,  we  entered  the  sweetly  situated  and 'pretty  town 
of  Homburg.  Wide,  regular,  well  paved  streets^  well 
built  houses ,  many  of  them  modern  erections ,  gave  to 
the  whole  an  air  of  comfort  not  often  to  be  met  with  in. 
the  small  towns  of  Germany. 
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From  huuse  to  house  across  the  street  on  the  limes 
to  vrhich  in  winter  the  lamps  are  suspended ,  hong 
wreaths  and  festoons  of  oak  leavet  and  fading  flowers, 
while  the  appearance  of  each  window  gare  indication  of 
a  recent  illumination.  I  had  lived  for  the  past  hour  in  a 
sort  of  illusion,  and  ncTcr  did  rustic  damsel,  first  visiting 
our  metropolis  feel  more  desirous  of  appeasing  her  curiosty 
than  I  felt  in  the  anticipated  gratification  of  mine*  I  could 
not  rest  satisfied  even  till  I  reached  mj  inn  without 
enquiring,  and  in  answer  to  a  question  put  to  a  respect-* 
able  citizen,  as  to  the  cause  of  such  appearances,,  was 
replied  to  with  seeming  astonishment  at  my  ignorance, 
«  whether  I  did  not  know  that  the  princess ,  the  widow 
of  the  late  excellent  landgraf  had  arrived  the  previous 
day  from  England,  after  an  absence  of  a  year  and  a  half.  » 
I  was  indeed  sorry  I  had  been  ignorant  of  the  cireum* 
stance,  or  I  would  have  relinquished  my  plan  of  sleeping 
the  night  previous  in  Konigstein ,  and  have  made  one 
among  the  happy  on  this  night  of  rejoicing. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  inn  several  citizens  were  as- 
sembled, talking  over  the  proceedings  of  the  evening, 
and  recounting  how  each  had  essayed  to  rival  his  neigbonr 
in  demonstrations  of  respect  and  affection,  in  the  con« 
sumption  of  tallow  and  in  the  use  of  his  lungs  on  this 
auspicious  occasion.  To  my  enquiry,  if  indeed  the  princess 
were  so  in  much  respected ,  the  reply  was ,  « Is  the 
parent  think  you  Sir  beloved  of  her  family?  Is  a  bene* 
flictress ,  friend ,  protectress  loved  ?  never  did  human 
being  more  merit  love  and  esteem,  except  indeed  onr 
departed  prince  her  husband ;  by  him  the  poor  were  relieved 
and  cherished ,  the  afflicted  comforted ,  the  industrions 
encouraged ,  and  the  meritorious  rewarded.  » 

Nothing  can  equal  the  devoted  attachment  with  w^hich 
these  good  people  speak  of  their  late  sovereign ;  his  sole 
study   as   they   represent  him,    was   to  promote  the  hap- 
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piuess  of  all  around:  where  misery  dwelt ^  be  sought  its 
objects  out ,  where  poverty  resided  he  ope*d  his  purse ; 
the  miserable  hovel  of  the  needy  was  razed  j  and  in  its 
stead,  at  his  expense,  the  comfortable  cottag^e  built:  thus 
the  beauty,  thus  the  air  of  comfort  in  this  peaceful  spot 
arose,  and  all  this  accomplished  without  exacting  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people  a  shilling,  without  a  civil  list. 
In  fact  as  far  as  was  within  the  power  of  frail  humanity 
to  exile  misery  from  his  little  state ,  he  acted  as  the 
father  of  bis  people,  the  friend  of  his  species,  and  ta 
his  memory  the  best  of  all  monumeiits.  is  erected ,  far^ 
very  far ,  above  the  record  of  the  costly  marble  ,  a  mo- 
nument as  lasting  as  are  the  proofs  of  his  own  good  deeds 
and  the  beneEts  conferred  upon  a  grateful  people :  A 
monument,  whose  sculptor  is  afiSection,  for  the  engraving 
is  chiseled  on  the  heart,  and  whose  marble  is  the  mind^ 
on  which  in  indeliable  characters  is  impressed  the  virtues 
of  the  departed. 

In  such  a  tribute  of  love  and  devotion^  and  not  in 
the  base  flattery  of  the  sycophant  or  the  courtier^  not 
in  the  exaggeration  of  a  hireling  scribe,  but  in  the  honest 
effusions  of  the  heart  exists  the  loyalty  of  a  people. 

To  one  more  intelligent  than  the  rest  I  observed,  that 
in  such   unbounded  liberality  the  prince  must  have  often 
been  deceived.     Yes ,    he  replied ,    doubtless  he  was ,  but 
added  my  informant  it  was  his  maxim,  a  that  it  was  better 
fifty   times    to    be   deceived,    than   once    through    fear   of 
deception   to    refuse  Christian    relief  to  a  suffering  fellow 
creature.))     I  would  wish    no  better  epitaph  on  my  tomb- 
stone  than  this.     I  cannot  express   how  delighted    I    felt 
to  hear  so  high  an  eulogium  on  a  prince ,     but  what  most 
of  all  delighted   me  was  to  hear ,    that  not  only  were  the 
prince  and  princess  remarkable  for  the  happiness  of  their 
married   state ,    but   that    since    the    decease  of  her  much 
respected  husband  th«  conduct  of  our  excellent  princeii , 
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(for  erery  EngUahmaMt  ainst  be  "proud  to  call  lier  svek), 
entitles  her  to  the  loTe  of  the  people  of  Hombu^,  amd 
to  the  admiration  of  eaeh  honest  man.  It  seens  the  un- 
bonnded  liberality,  and  nneeasing  charity  of  the  late 
prince  had  so  redoced  his  priyate  fortnne,  as  to  cansc 
bim  to  leaTC  debts  to  a  considerable  amount,  (such  debts 
entail  honour  on  the  debitor),  and  to  eaneel  which,  the 
princess  ivith  true  British  feeling,  appropriates  firona  her 
priyate  fortune  yearly  80,000  ^dens.  In  addition  to 
ifhich  she  has  presented  the  town  a  sum  of  80,000 
guldens  towards  the  magnificent  works  now  carrying  on 
at  JBomburg,  to  insure  to  it  (through  its  accommodations 
for  strangers)  that  rank  among  the  baths  of  Germany  which 
it  merits.  In  truth  with  the  pride  of  an  Englishman  I 
record  the  fact,  that  opr  princess  expends  her  income, 
in  promoting  the  welfare  ,  and  insuring  the  happiness  of 
all  around  her,  that  she  lives  beloyed  and  respected  by 
all,  and  an  honour  to  the  glorious  land  that  gaye  her 
birth. 

The  monumental  urn  before  alluded  to  was  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Leopold,  brother  of  the  late  prince,  who 
nobly  fell  contending  for  his  native  land  at  the  battle  of 
Lutzen,  on  the  5  May  1815.  This  spot  was  selected, 
baying  been  the  favourite  resort  of  the  prince ,  who  being 
of  a  studious  turn  of  mind  ,  was  daily  in  the  habit ,  when 
the  weather  at  all  allowed  of  bis  d^ing  it,  to  visit,  with 
some  favourite  author  the ,  «  old  oak  tree ,  n  which  now 
from  age  but  partially  o'ers hades  the  monument  erected  to  * 
bis  memory. 

The  present  ruling  prince,  Louis,  like  his  late  brother 
Frederick  Joseph,  inherits  with  the  title  his  excellent 
qualities,  and  taxes  not  his  people  in  the  amount  of  n 
shilling  to  minister  to  the  expences  of  his  state,  or  the 
luxury  of  his  table.  Since  the  past  fifty  years ,  such  in 
the  moral  effect  of  good  government  on  the  character. of 
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a  people,  that  not  a  single  individaal  has  forfeited  his 
life  to  the  offended  Isiyra  of  his  country ,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  our  humane  princess »  the  galloirs,  which  stood 
near  the  town  was  taken  down  and  the  punishment  of 
death  totally  abolished. 

To  this  small,  hut  happy  principality,  belong  seven 
villages,  including  Frederichstadt,  a  small  manufactory 
estahlished  during  the  first  years  of  the  French  revolution, ' 
by  emigrants ,  to  whom  the  benevolent  prince  afforded  an 
asylum  in  his  teritories^  they  still  speak  only  French, 
and  the  inhabitants  are  still  remarkable  for  exemplary 
and  industrious  conduct.  In  the  county  of  Meisenheim 
52  villages  appertain  to  this  prince,  together  with  several 
valuable  domains  in  the  county  of  Magdeburg. 

Since  the  time  of  the  Romans  a  mineral  spring  was 
known  to  exist  in  this  place,  and  has  ever  since  been 
used ,  but  only  during  the  past  year ,  has  the  prince  at 
his  exclusive  expence  rebuilt,  and  beautified  the  old  spring, 
the  situation  of  which  with  its  elegant  refreshment  rooms 
near  it ,  is  picturesquely  beautiful.  By  newly  laid  out , 
and  thrifty  plantations ,  you  approach  from  the  old  well, 
the  recently  discovered,  and  judiciously  arranged  springs. 
In  the  circumference  of  28  paces,  no  less  than  four  dif- 
ferent mineral  waters  have  been  discovered,  three  of 
which  are  fenced  round  and  protected  by  free  -  stone 
parapet  walls.  The  very  talented  professor  Liebig  of 
Giessen  has  given  a  most  careful  analysis  of  these  very  excel- 
lent mineral  waters,  the  which,  I  am  surprised.  Dr.  Sobern- 
heim  in  his  work  has  made,  no  mention  of:  the  benefits 
derived  from  the  use  of  these  waters  by  many  since  the  very 
short  time  they  have  been  more  •  generally  known  speak 
volumes  in  their  favour.  Aided  by  my  respected  friend 
Mr.  Schlippe ,  who  has  kindly  assisted  me  in  the  different 
analysis  of  the  mineral  springs  I  am  enabled  to  give  the 
reader  the  following  of  Hombarg. 
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Spring   Nr.    i. 

Soda  livclriotic 79,tS0  Gr. 

Soda  sulpharic 0,577     > 

Chalk  mariatic '.     .  7»7iStt     » 

Magnesia  mariatic 7,700     » 

Siliceous  earth 0,5 iS     » 

Chalk  carhonic 10,908     » 

Magnesia  carbonic 2,012     » 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  iron  carhonic  •     •  0,46i     » 

108,848  Gr. 

Carhonic  gas     ....  42  Cub.  in« 

Spritig   Nr.   2. 

.       Chalk  sulphuric 0,212  Gr. 

Chalk  muriatic 15,285     » 

Magnesia  hydrohromic 0,002     » 

Magnesia  muriatic 5,904     » 

Potash  muriatic 0,584     » 

Soda  muriatic 108,592     » 

Silicious  earth 0,164     » 

Oxyd  imperfect  of  iron  carbonic  .     .  0,480     » 

Argillous  earth 0,054     » 

Chalk  carbonic 9,098     » 

Magnesia  carbonic 2,485     » 

Humus 

145,080  Gr. 

Carbonic  gas     .    ".     .  22  Cub.  in. 

The  gardens,  walks,  and  plantations  connected  with 
the  bath  are  yet  in  their  infancy ,  but  as  they  progress 
vrill  prove  a  lasting  monument  of  the  taste  and  liberality 
of  the  prince.  Tlue  view  from  these  grounds  of  the  town, 
the  prince's  palace,  the  magnificent  Taunus  moaataiBs^ 
the  lofty  Feldberg  and  the  celebrated  Altkonig  in  parti- 
cularly, give  a  charm  to  the  scene  hardly  to  be  ima^riiied. 
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To  the  antiquary  the  neighbourhood  of  Hbmburg  is  of 
peculiar  interest ,  it  abounds  in  monuments  of  antiquity 
from  the  period  of  the  possession  of  the  country  by  the 
Romans,  and  I  greatly  regretted  that  my  time  was  so 
limited  as  to  prevent  my  availing  myself  of  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  them,  but  I  must  draw  the  attention  of  my 
readers  to  Saalburg  one  of  the  most  remarkable  historical 
monument  of  Romarn  conquest  on  the  Taunus  mountains, 
about  three  miles  distant  from  hence.  Here  w€re  encamped 
the  legions  Cesar  and  afterwards  Agrippa.  Here  Drusus 
built  a  castellum,  and  bere,  the  wounded  general  being 
brought,  resigned  his  life,  and  from  bence  the  Roman  legions 
overan  the  neighbouring  states. 

The  chief  walks  in,  and  round  Homburg  particularly 
worth  inspectin]g  are  the  Leopoldstein  ^  Elizabethenstein , 
Luthericke  y  Forstgarten ,  kleine  Tannenwald,  Englischc 
Garten  etc.  After  going  over  the  whole  of  the  promenades, 
gardens,  baths  etc.  with  a  well  informed  inhabitant  of 
the  place  1  chanced  to  meet  with,  and  with  its  waters, 
swallowed  a  large  draught  of  praise  of  our  princess , 
I  here  parted  with  my  young  companion  J —  not  without 
a  considerable  degree  of  regret,  for  to  a  cheerful  dispo* 
sition  he  added  much  information,  and  proved,  bimself  a 
most  agreeable  travelling  associate. 

I  now  passed  again  through  the  town  and  directed 
my  steps  for  Oberursel,  the  fine  old  chnrcb  of  which  par«- 
ticularly  attracted  my  attention,  the  small  projecting 
round  tower  containing  a  spiral  staircase,  like  an  excres- 
sencc  on  the  fine  square  tower  bad  a  singular  appearance  ; 
the  pretty  market  place  on  a  rising  ground,  and  enclosed 
with  chesnut  -  trees  ;  an  old  gateway  leading  to  an  other 
part  of  the  town«  with  the  arms  of  M entz  over  its  centre, 
and  under  the  gateway  on  the  left  wall  another  coat  of 
arms  of  singular  beauty,  were  objects  worthy  of  notice. 
Towards  Koaigstcin  the  walls  are  still  bigh,  and  in  pretty 
goo4  repair. 
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From    hence   by    a   ehaussee    teemingly  bot  little  fre- 
qaented^    and    constantly    ascending,    sometimes    through 
woods ,    sometimes    over  plains  ,    and  passing  Cronenberg 
and  its  Castle  on  the  left^  and  Falkenstein  and  its  fine  old 
castle  on  the  right ,    with  fine   Tiews   of  Frankfort  etc.  in 
the  distance  I  arrived  at  Konigstein ;  here  I  did  not  stop, 
but  proceeded    directly    past    the    town    on    my    way    to 
Epstein. 
•         Allho'  I  did  not   on  this  occasion  diverge  to  Gronen- 
burg  y    Falkenstein ,    Soden    and    Hofheim ,    having    on    a 
former  occasion  visited  all  these  places  ,    I  will  only  draw 
the   reader's  attention  to   the  same,   that  if  disposed,    he 
may  take  a  survey  of  these  reaUy  lovely  places ,   and .  pas- 
sing from  the  last  named  place  through  the  valley  of  Lors* 
bach  enjoy   a  trip  through  this   miniature  Switzerland  to 
Epstein. 

An  Italian  once  speaking  of  Gronenburg  observed, 
« this  is  my  Italy  »  and  so  lovely  is  the  country  that  1  can 
well  imagine  it  calculated  to  awaken  such  an  idea.  Amid 
groves  of  Ghesnut,  orchards  of  luxuriant  fruit  trees,  nur- 
sery grounds  and  gardens ,  seated  over  smiling  hills  and 
charming  meadows,  Gronenburg  rears  its  venerable  fronL 
This  place  has  been  compared  to  Tlvoli;  but  where's  the 
waterfall ,  where  the  melancholy  foliage  of  the  dark  olive 
tree?  these  it  possesses  not,  but  stead  the  latter,  it  is 
rich  in  the  luxuriance  of  more  smiling  green  3  and  boasts 
a  higher  state  of  cultivation.  This  by  many  has  been 
called  the  Eden,  the  most  lovely  country  in  Germany, 
but  it  wants  the  blue  waters  of  the  Ahine  to  perfect  the 
scene.  The  castle  is  particularly  worthy  of  observations, 
the  knights  of  which  originated  in  Eschborn,  of  which 
castle  some  traces  are  still  extant.  I  collected  much,  of 
the  history  of  Gronenburg  and  its  knights,  their  wars 
with  Frankfort  etc.,  but  as  it  would  far  exceed  the  limits 
of  my  work  to    enter,  minutely    into   the   same,   I  shall 
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reserve  the  notices  for  a  particular  of  this  work ,  on 
the  varions  castles  in  this  and  seyeral  other  part  trig^hlj 
of  this  interesting^  country. 

In  the  castle  is  preseryed  an  old  painting  representing^ 
a  most  sanguinary  battle  between  the  troops  of  Frankfort, 
and  the  kni|;hts  of  GronenbHrgp,  in  which  on  the  12  May 
1389  the  former  were  totally  routed.  This  victory  is 
chiefly  ascribed  to  the  valour  of  a  count  Ruprecht  who 
for '  the  prisoners  he  took  on^  this  occasion  obtained  a 
ransome  of  70,000  guldens  ,  an  enormous  sum  in  those 
days.  He  is  represented ,  as  a  beings  as  savage  in  his 
nature ,  as  he  was  brave  ^  and  that  on  one  occasions ,  a 
number  of  prisoners  (not  being  able  to  pay  the  required 
ransome),  were  destroyed  by  his  order,  by  being  thrown 
into  a  limekiln. 

The  old  sauer-well  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  Ma- 
molshain  and  Kronberg  was  known  in  the  16  century  as 
Tabemdmontiumus  y  and  much  celebrated  for  its  healing 
qualities.  The  waters  are  peculiarly  beneficial  in  all 
cases  of  rheumatism ,  and  gout ,  they  are  also  very  effe- 
caciotts  in  all  cutaneous  disorders.  In  1819  and  18110 
two  new  and  fine  springs  were  discovered. 

The  chesnut  flourishes  here  in  great  perfection,  the 
fruit  being  considered  of  a  most  superior  quality  and 
were  planted  by  the  knights  of  Cronenbnrg  on  their  return 
froin  Palestine ,  having  brought  the  seed  with  them. 

In  a  beautiful  valley  amid  luxuriant  meadows ,  sur- 
rounded by  fruitful  hills  and  lofty  forest  mountaiiis , 
lies  Soden  ,  which  name  it  derived  from  its  mineral  salt 
springs,  but  not  till  lately  it  acquired  any  celebrity  as  a 
bath  from  the  feuds  and  warfare  in  which  it  was  con- 
stantly engaged,  with  Gronenburg,  Frankenstein,  and 
also  Frankfort ,  being  at  times  either  at  war  with ,  or 
under  the  protection  of  each  small  state ,  but  becoming 
in  1803  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Nassau,  the  change 
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iia«  been  proflaetiTC  of  so  moeli  SP^od^  tliat  k  has  nsea 
in  wealth,  and  prosperity  erer  since.  The  sprinf|s  are 
eonsidered  most  excellent,  particularly  the  HeilhrmMmgm 
and  the  charmin(|^  springs  denominated  the  Milk  well, 
together  with  that  in  the  Bkassaner  -  Hof.  These  waters 
are  reg^arded  as  hig^hly  faToarahle  in  all  chronic  disorders, 
cntaneons,  and  hemorrhoidal  complaints,  and  for  affections 
of  the  chest ,  scrofnla  and  g'ont. 

This  place  heinf^  only  nine  miles  distant  from  Frank- 
fort is  much  frequented  hy  the  inhabitants  of  that  opnlent 
city,  the  salabrlty  of  the  air,  the  beanty  of  its  scenery, 
its  loTcly  walks,  its  orchards,  meadows  etc.  rendering 
it  a  delightful  summer  residence. 

To  the  antiquary  it  possesses  no  small  attraction  in 
the  remains  of  a  Roman  entrenchment  at  Mnnster,  and 
near  the  village  of  Nidda  for  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
Gastellum  erected  by  Julian.  The  old  Roman  road  came 
from  Castel  by  Ilofheim  through  this  place ,  for  between 
Ober  and  Nieder  -  Liederbach  one  of  the  mile  stones  are 
still  extant.  In  coming  from  Hombnrg  to  Konigstein 
these  places  are  situated  on  the  left ,  while  on  the  right 
are  the  remains  of  the  once  renowned  Falkcnstein  ,  than 
which  as  regards  its  singularly  beautiful  situation,  I  haye 
hardly  met  with  any  spot  more  descrying  the  trnyellers 
attention.  In  clear  weather  yon  command  from  these 
ruins  a  yiew  of  at  least  70  villages  and  the  towns  of 
Frankfort,  Homburg,  Ilanan,  Aschaffenburg  and  Darm- 
stadt, the  Dome  of  Spier  and  the  cathedral  of  l/Vonns, 
and  from  a  side  view  you  command  a  considerable  part 
of  the  Rheingau. 

The  origin  of  this  castle  is  veiled  in  mystery,  as  is 
also  the  founder  of  the  family.  From  the  Nurings  ,  after 
whom  the  village  was  named ,  I  have  traced'  the  family 
to  Philip  of  Frankenstein ,  who  in  the  15  century  is  said 
to  haye  built  the. present  castle.    The  last  of  the  Nurings 
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died  in  1170.  The  history  of  the  Falkcnstein^s  is  not 
without  interest ,  hut  can  alone  owe  the  existence  of 
this  feeling  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  rocky  home  of 
the  Counts ;  I  shall  therefore  pass  QYer  the  same ,  till 
14189  when  with  the  Archbishop  Werner  the  family 
died  out.  The  joint  heirs  to  the  property  were  the  fa* 
milies  of  Solms,  Epstein,  Saym,  Isenhnrg  and  Virneburg, 
the  last  of  whom  Lore  the  family  name  of  Falkenstein, 
and  the  last  of  this  noble  family  died  in  1083  hsDomherr, 
or  canon,  in  Mentz.  By  mortgage  these  estates  at  length 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of  N^assau  Usingen. 

No  branch  of  the  family  of  Falkenstein  is  left,  and 
their  baronial  seat  is  now  tenanted  alone  by  tbe  Stein* 
drossel,  a  native  of  the  -Southern  Alps^  while  in  abundance 
in  the  forest  of  the  castle  grows  the  Gemswurtz ,  Doro* 
nicnm  Pardalianches* 

Cnder  the  western  side,  between  the  defile  Schdrdter^ 
or  Schddter^hokle  winds  theDeyils  road,  Teufelsweg^  this 
road  is  also  called  Dbhels  -  grahen^  and  was  certainly  a 
part  of  the  old  Roman  way  or  road,  which  led  from 
Hedernheim  to  the  castle  on  the  Feldberg^  fortified  lines 
established  by  the  Romans ,  and  not  to  the  Altkonig  as 
long  was  believed. 

The  saw  connected  with  the  Devirs  way,  I  could  have 
wished  to  have  inserted  at  length,  but  my  notices  of  Ep- 
stein, and  the  old  Roman  town  near  Praunheim,  requiring 
considerable  space,  I  can  only  observe  that  the  relentless 
father  of  Irmengar,  the  Count  of  Falkenstein,  in  order 
to  keep  at  a  distance  all  suitors  for  his  daUghter^s  hand, 
made  as  a  condition  of  his  consent,  the  completion  of  a 
firm  and  excellent  road,  (to  be  finished  during  one  night), 
up  the  steep  ascent  from  the  valley  to  his  oastle.  In 
despair  at  these  hard  conditions  luino  of  Sayn ,  the  be- 
loved of  Irmengard,  retiring  from  the  castle,  sent  for  the 
overseer   of  his   mines  to   consult  with  him,    who  to  his 
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qaestion,  «a8  to  the  possibility  witli  the  expenditure  ofliis 
^hole  possessions,  (this  was  not  modem  loye),  to  accomplish 
the  task ,  »    replied  —  «  not  all  the  excavaters  ,    sappers , 
miners ,  and  road  makers  in  Europe  could  accomplish  it  » 
—  Seated   at  the  entrance  of  a  cavern  just  when  the  Sun 
was   sinkings  in   the  West ,     and  in  deep  reflection   as   to 
the   means  whereby    he   could  accomplish  his  object >    he 
was    accosted  by  a   little    old   ^ray- headed  man,    w^ith  a 
silyer   wand    in    his    hand ,    who  said ,    « I'ye  heard  your 
conversation  with  your  man,  he  can  in  no  wise  aid  yon; 
I    can ,   I   will ,   so   you    acceed    to  my    request ;    I  am  a 
mountain   sprite ,    father   of  sylps    and    fairy   tribes ,    my 
home    the   bowels   of  the    earth,     my  realm   the    Tannns 
groves ;    near  to  the  mine  in  which  your  servajots  toil>   I 
have    my   palace ,    and   there  my  senate   meet ;    my  plea- 
sures are  disturbed,  the  grave  deliberations  of  the  senate 
interrupted   by   the  working  of  the  mine ,    say  you  '11  re- 
linquish working  these,  and  I'll  accomplish  all  you  wish; 
I'll  make  the. road  before  the  dawn  of  day,  and  point  to 
spots    more    prolific  in  the  precious  metal  far  than  where 
your  men  now  toil. » 

All  night  the  inmates  of  the  castle  got  no  rest ,  in- 
cessant noise ,  the  springing  of  the  rock ,  the  breaking  of 
the  stone ,  the  ponderous  hammer's  clank ,  announced 
incessant  labour  through  the  hours  of  repose ,  and  ere 
the  Sun  had  sent  his  beams  within  the  casement  of  the 
baron's  window,  the  noble  Cuno,  mounted  on  a  milk  white 
steed,  rode  up  the  magic  road* 

Amazed  the  Count  surveyed  the  scene.  The  forest  lay 
before  him ,  and  beyond  its  verge  the  lovely  plain ,  studded 
with  towns  and  villages  as  the  night  before.  The  moun- 
tain too  in  wide  expanse  rested  upon  its  solid  base ,  he 
could  not  dream ,  and  yet  'twas  strange ,  for  far  as  the  eye 
could  scan  the  limits  of  the  plain ,  amid  the  windings  of 
the  lovely  vale ,  e'en  through  the  maees  of  the  wood,  and 
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cut  through  solid  rock,  a  road  reached  to  the  portal  of 
his  lofty  home :  «  the  Devil  must  have  made  the  road , » 
the  knig^ht  was  heard  to  say,  and  as  its  sponsor  he  was 
henceforth  regarded,  for  the  road  has  since  retained  the 
name. 

Guno  was  made  happy  in  Irmenga's  love ,  she  was 
bless'd  in  his ,  the  knight  reformed ,  Falkenstein  through 
fairy  aid  attained  its  present  road,  and  the  grave  parlia- 
mentary debates  of  the  fairy-king  of  the  Tannus,  no  longer 
subject  to  interruption. 

When  I  digressed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  short 
account  of  Cronenberg,  Soden,  and  Falkenstein  I  had  just 
arrived  at  Kouigstein  on  my  way  back  to  Epstein,  and 
crossing  the  meadows  at  the  foot  of  the  once  mighty 
fortress  passed  Schneidheim,  a  once  populous  town  and 
manufactory  of  woollen  goo4s ,  but  which  being  -destroyed 
in  the  thirty  years  war  by  the  Swedes  has  dwindled  down 
to  the  most  wretched  village  I  have  seen  on  my  tour. 
From  this  miserable  abode  of  penury  and  filth,  I  ascended 
the  hill  towards  Fischbach  ,  and  to  avoid  a  considerable 
angle,  in  the  road  to  the  right,  cut  across  a  rough  heathy 
piece  of  land ,  over  which  a  wide  foot  path  led  to  the 
road ,  descending  through  the  wood  sharp  to  the  left  of^ 
Fischbach.  At  the  further  end  of  the  path,  communica- 
ting again  with  the  road  from  which  I  had  diverged,  an 
old  gamekeeper  who  had  been  seated  in  a  dry  ditch ; 
arrested  my  progress ,  with  the  demand  of  my  business 
across  the  piece  of  land  in  question.  This  led  to  a  violent 
altercation ,  for  the  old  fellow  handling  his  gun  as  if  to 
intimidate  me ,  every  drop  of  British  blood  was  up  in 
arms ,  and  I  swore  to  him  if  he  but  laid  a  finger  on  me 
I  would  assuredly  knock  the  rascal  down.  Perceiving  I 
was  in  earnest ,  the  fellow ,  (who  I  have  since  learnt  had 
no  right  to  interfere,  even  if  [  had  committed  a  trespass), 
with  a  growl  and  wishing  me  heartily  at  the  devil,  which 
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charitable  benediction,  I  repaid  him  with  interest,  suf- 
fered me ,  without  further  molestation  to  pass.  In  my 
journeys  of  more  than  a  thousand  miles  this  summer , 
this  was  the  first,  the  only  unplcasantry  I  had  experienced 
from  any  inhabitant  of  the  country. 

NothiDgp  but  such  lovely  scenes  as  that  of  the  en- 
chanting Fischbachthal  could  have  appeased  my  ruffled 
temper,  but  in  my  composition  there  is  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  beauties  of  nature  a  feeling  or  effect, 
anal^igous  to  that  produced  by  the  magic  tones  of  music , 
it  softens  the  asperity  of  my  nature ,  it  warms  me  into 
friendly  feelings  towards  my  fellow  man  ,  and  improves 
each  germ  of  good,  (if  any  there  be  in  my  nature),  that 
providence  may  have  blessed  me  with. 

Having  walked  18  miles  since  my  dinner,  (after  the 
toil  too  of  ascending  the  Altkonig,  Feldberg  etc.,  in  all 
above  forty  miles)  I  was  glad  to  rest  under  the  beams  of 
the*  Sun  of  Epstein,  partake  of  a  frugal  supper,  and 
retire  early  to  rest.  The  whole  of  the  following  day  I 
devoted  to  writing  my  journal. 

The  following  observations  on  this  romantic  country 
are  the  result  of  a  subsequent  visit  of  several  days  duration 
to  these  much  loved  retreats ,  and  where  in  the  castle 
of  my  invaluable  friend  Mr.  Ilabel  I  wrote  a  great  part  of 
my  work  $  though  surrounded  by  the  most  magnificent  works 
of  nature ,  I  could  but  feel  how  weak  was  all  that  man 
could  say  in  delineation  of  the  beauties  which  I  overlooked 
from  this  fine  old  ruin,  but  which  to  survey,  as  they  shoald 
be  contemplated ,  would  require  a  residence  of  a  month  ^ 
and  yet  leave  much  to  see.  I  will  therefore  commence 
my  eighteenth  chapter ,  with  an  account  of  this  ,  to  me , 
most  delightful  spot. 
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Epstein.  Resuscitation.  Small  fra(pnents  of  great  bones.  Ho\r  to 
attain  cleyation  in  the  church.  Is  situation,  or  good  cheer  the  best 
recommendation  to  an  inn?  The  saw  of  the  Mannsleiti.  A  dash  of 
romance.  Saw  of  the  Be^irs  rock.  A  watchful  functionary.  An 
early  yiew,  of,  late  a  castle.  Valley  of  Lorsbach.  Hofheim. 
Hochst ,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  A  noTel  way  to  retard  the 
adyancement  of  tlie  clergy.  A  new  interpretation  of  a  dumb  -  one. 
The  Munimenium  Trajani.  The  Taunus  lines  of  defence.  The  old 
Roman  town  of  Novus  Vicus.  A  stony,  or  durable  parish  register. 
A  Mithras  temple.  The  old  Roman  road.  Room,  more  than  enough. 
IVeilbach.  The  sulphur-spring.  Analysis  of  the  same.  Dieten- 
bcrgen.     Antiquities.     Mentz.     Conclusion. 


{9urTeyiog  the  miserable  little  village  of  Epstein  and  its 
fast  decaying  castle,  its  seeming  insignificance  may  cause 
the  beholder  naturally  to  enquire ,  what  can ,  historically 
speaking,  of  the  least  importance  haye  attached  to  so 
wretched  a  place,  what  of  interest  to  its  mouldering  walls, 
if  we  except  the  surpassing  beauty  of  its  situation?  In 
my  account  of  Mentz  and  Wiesbaden  it  will  be  found 
that  this  retired  spot,  seemingly  cut  off  from  all  inter- 
course with  man,  has  played  no  unimportant  part  in  the 
affairs  of  Germany ,  in  as  much  as  for  nearly  the  dura- 
tion of  a  century  it  gave  Electors  to  the  former ,  and 
waged  destructive  war  against  the  latter. 

In  a  an  old  print  of  Epstein  tahen  from  a  painting  which 
I  recently  saw,  the  town,  and  its  strong  castle  are  re- 
presented   as    entirely    snrropnded    by    water,    and    only 
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approa citable  lij  two  gates ,  defended  by  draw  bridges ; 
and  tbe  streams  of  water  running  tbroagb  tbe  Tallejs  by 
wbicb  it  is  surrounded ,  and  now  confined  witbin  tbeir 
narrow  beds  ,  seem  clearly  to  demonstrate  sncb  may  bare 
been  the  case. 

Near  to  tbe  towering  Staufenberg  and  at  tbe  foot  of 
tbe  steep  Rossert  lies  tbis  German  Switzerland ,  witb  its 
once  defended  rocks,  for,  (wbere  now,  but  few  tbe  rem- 
nants of  former  greatness) ,  tbe  Tillage  gossip  tells  of 
castles  lost  in  tbe  clouds  of  beayen  from  tbeir  fearful 
beigbt,  or  sbronded  from  tbe  gaze  of  man  amid  tbe  valleys 
all  around.  Sucb  bas  not  been  tbe  fate  of  Epstein,  for 
tbongb  but  scant  the  rest  tbat  greets  tbe  traTellers  eye, 
that  remnant  tells  of  its  former  grandeur,  and  as  tbe 
sun's  decliniug  ray  casts  o'er  the  scene  a  faint  but 
magic  beauty  which  speaks  bow  great  bad  been  its  me- 
ridian power ,  so  Epstein  in  ruin  tells  of  its  splendid 
days ,  when  dauntless  it  sent  its  warriors  forth  to  crash 
oppression ,    or  itself  to  turn'  oppressor. 

Through  the  public  spirit  of  the  present  possessor  of 
these  lovely  ruins ,  they  have,  been  rescued  from  total 
demolition ,  and  by  judiciously  applied  aid  to  the  weaker 
parts  the  preservation  of  their  architectural  beauty  pre- 
served. Tastefully  arranged  gardens  encompass  these 
lovely  ruins,  and  the  romantic  scenery  of  the  surrounding 
bills  and  peaceful  dales,  impart  to  the  whole  a  character 
of  beauty  not  to  be  defined.  Two  spots  of  uncommon 
loveliness  within  view  of  the  castle ,  and  from  their  situa- 
tions commanding  tbe  most  charming  prospects,  Mr.  H  — 
is  endeavouring  to  purchase,  in  order  to  preserve  tbe 
picturesque  beauty  of  the  whole  by  preventing  tbe  demo- 
lition of  the  trees  which  grace  and  shade  the  rocks  on 
wbicb  they  grow,  and  here  to  plan  some  public  walks, 
plant  shrubs,  and  place  seats  for  the  accommodation  of 
tbe  visiters  to  this  German  E^en. 
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The  origin  of  most  of  the  castles  of  this  country  is 
in  {reneral  so  mixed  up  with  the  fabulous  that  it  is  im- 
possible '  to  trace  for  certainty  the  date ,  or  founder  of 
their  walls ;  so  here  too  we're  told  that  Eppo ,  a  knig^ht 
of  surpassing  valour  laid  the  feumdation  of  this  castle , 
but  that  being  hindered  in  his  efforts  by  a  huge  giant,  of 
the  mountains ,  he  one  day  surprised  him  when  without 
the  protection  of  his  girdle  of  strength^  a  present  to  the 
monster  by  a  demon  of  the  woods  9  and  made  him  pri- 
soner. It  is  added  that  he  kept  himr  confined  in  an  iron 
net,  called  the  net  of  sobriety.,  given  to  Eppo  by  a  fairy 
on  his  promise  not  to  encourage  on  his  estates  the  vice  of 
drunkenness.  The  saw  proceeds  to  relate,  that  Eppa 
having  completed  his  castle  now  began  to  consider  how 
best  he  could  promote  the  welfare  of  his.  people  by 
cultivating  the  lovely  hills  of  his  country.  He  resolved  to 
plant  the  grape,  but  as  tke  first  vine  was  brought  in  contact 
with  the  earth ,  a  peal  of  thunder  rent  the  air ,  and  a 
tremulous  motion  as  of  an  earthquake  seemed  to  &hake  the 
mountain  e'en  to  its  base,  the  castle  too  waa  seen,  like  a 
drunken  man  to  and  fro  to  rodk,  and  high  o'er  it-s  walls 
the  giant  flew;  he  hovered  o'er  the  hill  on  which  the 
affrighted  Eppo  stood,  then  dropped  the  iron  net^  and 
caged  the  knight.  To  the  earth  he  now  descended,  and 
with  uplifted  elub  was  in  the  act  of  striking  Eppo  to  the 
ground ,  when  the  good  fairy  stood  his  friend  and  stayed 
the  murderous  blow,  a  Unknowingly  thou  hast  disobeyed 
my  strict  commands ,  therefore  this  punishment, »  said  the 
fairy,  «but  see  thy  foe  has  lost  his  girdle  of  defence,  and 
thou  art  now  his  equal,  for  though  superior  strength  is 
%  given  to  him ,  thy  shield  is  virtue ,  his  weakness ,  vice  ; 
when  next  you  meet ,  one  or  the  other  dies. » 

Instant  the  fairy  and  the  giant  disappeared,  and  the 
iron  net,  drawn  as  a  feather  in  the  air  and  playing  in 
the  whirlwind  was  lost  to   sight.     Till  now  no  vine  has 
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ever  flourished  ou  these  hills ;  hut  uobelieves  have  main- 
tained that  not  to  fairy  interdict,  but  to  a  want  of  means, 
a  deficiency  in  manure  for  the  cultiyation  can  easily  be 
traced  the  cause.  Be  this  as  it  may,  when  next  our  hero 
left  his  castle  walls  high  on  a  mountain  top  he  met  his 
mortal  foe ;  vain  were  his  efforts ,  his  Taiour  useless , 
shiyered  his  lance  and  sword,  for  before  the  monster  of 
the  woods  defenceless  stood  the  knight.  The  giant  stooped 
and  in  his  mighty  grasp  he  seized  a  huge  projecting  rock 
to  hurl  upon  his  foe,  'twas  rooted  in  itd  parent  earth,  he 
strained  tu  loose  it  from  the  soil,  it  moved  beneath  the 
monster's  power,  it  rocked,  it.  reeled,  it  severed  from  its 
base,  and  o'er  the  deep  abyss  it  rolled.  As  with  the  rock 
the  giant  fell,  he  seized  a  mighty  oak  to  stay  his  progress 
to  the  deep,  but  by  his  wondrous  weight  overpowered, 
the  forest  monarch  yielded  neath  his  grasp,  and  hurled 
the  monster  to  the  deep  abyss. 

On  the  side  of  one ,  and  o'er  the  entrance  to  another 
gate  of  the  castle  for  centuries  two  bones  of  this  Luge 
monster  were  seen;  indeed  only  since  a  few  years  Lave 
they  been  remove49  the  one  to  a  Dr.  Jagel  at*  Hochst, 
the  other  to  the  Building  Inspector  Faber  in  Wiesbaden. 
In  groping  with  my  hand  in  the  hole  whence  one  of  these 
bones  was  taken,  I  found  two  or  three  small  pieces^  which, 
anxious  to  possess,  as  belonging  to  a  giant,  I  carried 
away  with  me.  The  general  belief  of  those  who  profanely 
venture  to  deny  the  existence  of  giants,  fairies,  wood- 
demons  and  such  like'  gentry ,  is  ,  that  these  huge  bones 
appertained  to  a  Mammoth ;  some  have  affirmed  they  were 
brought  from  Mamolshain,  where  several  remains  of  these 
monsters  were  found ,  and  from  which  the  village  derived 
its  name. 

Being  a  subject  of  magnitude ,  I  have  devoted  so  large 
a  space  to  the  gianty  that  I  must  render  brief  the  account 
of  a  family,' so  little  known  to  my  countrymen,  as  not  to 
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create  any  interest  in  its  fate,  save  wbere  romance  attaches 
to  the  record  of  its  history,  tjbat  I  shall  digress  but 
shortly  for  the  purpose  of  the  relation. 

In  the  ii  centary  we  have  the  first  authentic  account 

* 

of  this  family ,  fvhen  Ulrich  of  Kostheim  was  lord  of 
Epstein.  From  15^9  to  1594  the  family  g^ve  five  Elec- 
tors to  Mentz.  Sieg^fried  the  first  it  is  recorded  finished 
the  Liebfrauen  church  in  Mentz ,  destroyed  in  the  bom- 
bardment of  the  town  in  the  late  war.  Siegfried  the  second 
who  carried  arm»  in  the  holy  land  was  appointed  Patri- 
arch of  Jerusalem  and  died  at  Erfurth.  Siegfred  the  third 
first  planted  the  grape  at  Rudesheim.  Werner  effected 
the  raising  of  Habsburg  to  the  Imperial  throne  of  Germany, 
and  Gerhard  raised  Count  Adolph  of  Nassau  to  the  like 
high  honour.  This  same  haughty  priest  used  to  boast, 
« that  he  hept  the  Emperor .  in  his  pocket. »  When  the 
Eberhardinsche  line  Konigstein  died  out  in  the  male  line, 
the  elector  of  Mentz  seized  the  possessions  of  the  family, 
and  in  a  partition  with  Darmstadt  the  latter  received  20 
villages ,  and  an  equal  share  of  the  castle.  This  last 
male  descendant  Eberhard  the  fourth  of  Konigstein  and 
Dietz,  Munzenberg  and  Brenberg  died  in  1337  and  lies 
buried  in  the  convent  of  Hirzenheim ,  which  his  great 
grandfather  founded  in  1457.  His  possessions  at  his 
death  devolved  in  law  and  equity  to  his  surviving  sister 
Anne ,  who  ^since  the  year  i«>00  was  married  to  the 
Count  Botho  of  Stolberg  Wernigcrode ,  and  who  died 
iS58  one  year  l^ter  than  her  brother. 

Through  this  marriage  the  possessions  of  the  house 
Eppstein ,  came  tt>  the  family  of  Stolberg ,  but  in  the  year 
i57d  the  upright  Daniel,  Elector  and  Bishop  of  Mentz, 
most  Jniquitously  seized  on  the  estates  of  the  defenceless 
family  and  annexed  the  same  to  the  Bishoprick,  By  legal 
procedure  the  Count  of  Stolberg  sought  to  recover  his 
alienated  possessions.  In  the  opposition  offered  to  the  present 
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noble  straggle  of  the  people  of  England  to  repossess  tbera- 
selves  of  their  nsorped  rights,  and  to  abolish  that  detested 
impost  tithe  and  the  overgrown  power  of  the  clerg-y  ,  noiay 
be  imagined  how  fruitless  were  the  efforts  of  the  Goaut: 
from  the  talons  of  the  Tultare  it  were  as  easy  to  extract 
its  prey  as  from  the  iron  grasp  of  priestcraft  its  nnbaHow- 
ed  spoliation,  and  Epstein  was  irrevocably  annexed  to 
the  possessions  of  Mentz ,  till  at  the  general  partition  of 
lands  at  the  overthrow  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  eccle- 
siastical Electors  the  principality  fell  to  Nassau. 

There  is  one  historical  fact  connected  with  the  house 
Eppstein  which  imparts  to  its  mouldering  walls  an  indes- 
cribable interest  to  the  friend  of  civil  and  religious  liberty^  • 
namely,  that  Juliana,  one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  the 
above  named  Countess  Anna ,  was  married  to  the  elder 
Connt  William  of  Nassau  Dillenburg ,  and  was  the  mother 
of  the  truly  great  William  of  Orange ,  the  noble  defender 
of  his  country's  rights ,  the  upholder  of  her  faith  against 
the  power  o£  Spain ,  and  the  liberator  of  his  native  land. 
His  was  not  a  struggle  for  ambition,  he  exerted  not  the 
energies  of  his  genius,  and  drew  the  sword  of  the  mighty 
in  the  detested  cause  of  tyranny  and  oppression :  The 
deeds  of  Napoleon  and  Wellington  astonish  by  their  mag- 
nitude ,  and  dazzle  by  their  brilliancy  —  those  of  William 
are  felt  in  their  blest  results,:  the  former  will  be  recorded 
on  marble,  the  latter  engraven  on  the  heart.  This,  as 
great  as  he  was  a  good  man  was  murdered  at  Delft.  Oh 
fanaticism!  ^ 

^  I  was  so  fortunate  on  my  visit  to  Epstein  as  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  the  highly  respectable  Pastor  Rittersbachen 
and  his  amiable  family,  and  profited  as  much  from  the 
intellectual  conversation  of  the  former  as  from  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  latter.  With  this  gentleman  I  visited  several 
of  the  most  lovely  spots  in  this  charming  country,  and 
gleaned  much  useful  information  for  my  work.     I  had  an 
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opportanity  one  Sunday  of  attending  divine  servioe  in  the 
church  of  this  place ,  and  was  highly  gratified  hy  a  most 
excellent  discourse  from  the  Rev. :  gentleman ;  but 
cannot  say  I  was  equally  delighted  by  the  vocal  efforts  of 
the  choir,  any  thing  so  vile  I  never  heard  in  my  life. 
There  are  in  the  church  several  monuments  of  the  different 
knights  of  Epstein  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation 
particularly  that  of  Count  Godfrey,  whose  great  merit 
seems  to  have  been  that  he  sold  to  Darmstadt  half  his 
patrimonial  estate,  and  died  in  1437,  perhaps  fortunately 
before  he  could  dispose  of  the  whole;  that  of  a  young 
Count  of  Epstein  and  Menzeburg^  another,  of  one  of  the 
Counts  of  Epstein ,  a  real  ornament  to  his  house ,  a  cer- 
tain Johannis  who  rendered  himself  celebrated  through 
his  travels  in  almost  every  state  of  Europe,  and  throughout 
a  great  part  of  Asia.  Among  other  monuments  ,  there  is 
one  of  a 'Lutheran  divine,  who  died  here  in  1^25,  and 
to  whom  in  this  place  the  introduction  of  the  reformed 
religion  is  attributed,  and  to  an  excellent  old  minister  of 
the  church  who  died  in  1607  ninety  six  years  of  age. 

The  church  stands  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  rock 
on  which  the  castle  is  erected ,  and  deep  in  the  rock  is  to 
be  seen  a  door  way,  bdilt  up  since  the  castle  has  no 
longer  been  the  residence  of  the  knights  of  Epstein ,  and 
which  door-way  was  the  entrance  to  a  subterranean  pas- 
sage leading  to  the  hall  of  the  castle ,  by  which  ,  over 
a  draw  bridge  communicating  with  a  door  in  the  church, 
immediately  under  its  roof,  the  family  used  to  enter  their 
pew  to  attend  divine  service,  which  entrance  in  the  church, 
now  also  closed ,    is  plainly  to  be  seen. 

Among  the  most  delightful  walks  round  Epstein ,  are 
the  valleys  of  Lorsbach,  Fischbach,  Volkershausen ,  Bren- 
thal ,  the  mountain  of  the  Rossert , '  the  great  and  small 
Mahnstein ,  the  Devil's  castle ,  and  forest  above  it ,  the 
Hofhersel,    the  Hahnekopf ,    the  Judenkopf ,    theStufen, 
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to  Manster ,  the  forest  to  Wildsachsen ,  and  to  LaDgen- 
heim,  with  nnmeroas  short  walks  on  the  hills,  and  through 
the  forests  around. 

On  entering  the  valley  of  Fischhach,  you  pass  the 
Oilmill,  a  most  enchantingly  situated  mill  and  public 
house ,  commanding  a  yiew  in  front  into  the  valley  of 
Lorshaeh ,  and  in  the  rear  into  the  valley  of  Fischhach. 
This  house  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  a  place  of 
entertainment,  and  formerly  was  much  frequented,  but 
owing  to  some  cause  it  has  greatly  fallen  of,  and  the  Sun 
without  the  advantages  of  its  situation,  (which  with  per- 
sons visiting  this  lovely  country  is  a  great  consideration , ) 
has  by  the  brightness  of  its  rays,  alias  good  viands,  wine^ 
and  civility,  quite  dimmed  the  lustre  of  its  enchanting 
neighbour.  The  opinions  are  divided  in  respect  to  the 
attractive  charms  of  the  different  valleys  that  encompass 
Epstein;  by  some  the  Lorsbach,  the  Brenthal ,  the  Hof- 
hersel  or  Volherhausen  are  preferred,  while  others  give 
the  preference  to  the  charming  vale  of  Fischhach ,  or  to 
Lenzewiese  $  but  however  divided  the  opinion,  certainly 
nothing  can  exceed  the  charms  of  this  sylvan  vale.  The 
rich  meadow,  e'en  mid  the  summer's  heat,  or  winter's 
cold,  decked  with  a  lovely  green ,  refreshes  bjere  the 
sight,  while  through  its  verdant  floor  a  trickling  stream, 
even  whe^  hid  by  bush  and  shrub  is  heard  to  murmur  on. 

As  inexhaustable  as  the  beauties  which  here  surround 
the  traveller,  should  be  the  language  of  the  narrator, 
to  paint  the  various  charms  that  nature  offers  to  his  view ; 
but  where  augmenting  treasures  gratify  each  sense,  futile 
the  effort  to  describe  them  all.  As  Fischhach,  so  is  the 
lovely  vale  of  Volkershausen ,  save  that  its  mountains 
clad  with  timber  to  their  summits  are  not  so  steep ,.  and 
in  their  wide  expanded  arms ,  not  so  confine  the  lovely 
meads  below.  The  vale  of  Brenthal  with  its  rock -bound 
sides  and  wild  romantic  grandeur,    affords  variety  to  the 
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walks  of  Epstein^  firhile  the  simple  Lenzewiese,  imme- 
diately at  the  hack  of  the  castle ,  in  pastoral  Sweetness , 
affords  a  near  walk  of  surpassing  loveliness. 

From  the  GiihKerg,  Rossert,  and  the  Staufen  you 
command  the  loveliest  views  of  the  distant  Rhine ,  Main, 
and  surrounding  mountains.  On  the  south  side  of  the 
Staufen  are  the  remains  of  Roman  or  ancient  German 
graves  ,  and  on  its  summit  traces  of  walls  and  buildings, 
while  near  the  same  is  k  rock  of  peculiar  beauty ,  the^ 
view  from  which  is  enchanting,  and  its  saw,  romantic  as 
its  situation.  Masses  of  rock ,  to  the  imagination  bearing 
semblance  to  some  bold  baronial  seat,  has  acquired  the 
name  of  Mannstein,  from  one  particular  stone,  which 
standing  as  on  the  brink  of  the  huge  mas»  of  perpendi- 
cular rock,  seems  in  the  distance  as  some  human  being 
weary  of  life  about  to  cast  himself  into  the  abyss  below. 
This  appearance  may  have  given  rise  to  the  following 
saw. 

Falkenstein  as  rich  in  natural  beauties,  as  it  is  prolific 
in  saw  and  legend,  possessed,  it  seems,  a  maiden  within 
its  walls  so  lovely  that  knights  from  all  parts  flocked  to 
the  castle  to  obtain  a  sight,  and  if  possible  the  hand  of 
the  fair,  but  each  was  beaten  back  by  a  giant  who  guard- 
ed the  entrance  to  the  castle ,  and  who  deeply  smitten 
with  the  maid,  had  long  fontfd  means  to  carry  her  off, 
had  not  a  slight  difiiculty  prevented  the  accomplishment 
of  his  design ;  he  was  of  such  large  dimensions ,  that  the 
gate  of  the  castle  was  too  small  to  admit  his  ponderous 
frame.  Aided  by  the  dragon  Grosoo  of  the  woods,  by 
subtle  means  he  drew  the  maid  without  the  castle  walls^ 
and  seizing  her  fragile  frame  within  his  grasp  he  bore 
her  to  his  mountain  castle.  Legions  of  knights  enamour- 
ed in  the  fair  hastened  to  her  rescue ,  but  vain  was 
every  effort  to  liberate  the  maid.  At  length  a  knight 
more  hardy  than  the  rest,  climbed  to  a  spot  beneath  the 
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damsel's  casement »  ami  with  a  voice  attuned  to  love ,  be 
made  the  fair  one  conscious  of  his  near  approach.  They 
•wore  eternal  love  ,  at  more  respectful  distance  thoug^b 
than  seemed  to  please  the  ardent  youth,  the  which  to 
remedy  was  now  the  care  of  both.  What  will  not  lovely 
woman  do ,  what  not  essay  to  shew  her  love  and  faith. 

Great  was  her  giant  -  swain's  surprise  when  'stead  the 
cold  reserve  with  which  the  maid  had  met  his  mighty 
love ,  she  now  received  him  with  a  smile ,  and  heard  his 
tender  tale  of  fond  attachment  with  complacent  mien; 
delighted  now  he  quaffed  great  goblets  down ,  and  with 
the  wine  and  thoughts  of  future  bliss  o'er -come,  at  length 
he  sank  to  sleep.  There  may  be  some  so  skeptical  as 
to  doubt  this  tale  ,  such  I'd  advise  to  read  great  Samp- 
son's fall,  and  see  how  false  Delilah  ruined  him.  On 
this  giant's  height,  historians  are  not  exactly  agreed, 
but,  as  whether  some  few  feet  more  or  less  is  matter  of 
no  great  importance  ,  I  am  disposed  to  credit  him  who 
keeps  most  within  the  bounds  of  probability ,  and  there- 
fore I  take  the  most  moderate  of  the  same ,  and  state 
that  he  was  only  seventeen  feet  and  a.  half  without  his 
shoes.  His  hair,  which  the  same  veracious  biographer  tells  us 
trailed  upon  the  ground  when  loose,  was  tastefully  turn- 
ed up,  and  fastened  upon  the  crown  of  his  head  with 
pina  made  of  young  saplings  from  the  forest.  To  twist 
a  rope  now  for  her  lover,  the  fair  maid  cut  close  the 
monster's  hair,  not  knowing  though  that  with  the  loss  of 
hair  she  robbed  him  too  of  strength ;  this  done  she  has- 
tened to  her  room,  and  having  secured  the  rope  above, 
the  brave  young  knight  ascended  to  the  fair,  where  lost 
in  rapture  at  the  unlooked-for  joy,  they  quite  forgot  to 
finish  the  good  work,  till  the  sweet  converse  of  the  happy  pailr 
was  shortened  by  the  dread  of  ill ,  for  loud  the  mdnvter 
roared,  when  rising  from  his  couch  he  viewed  his  person 
in  the  silvery  stream ,    in  which  he  daily  laved  his  mon* 
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atrous  limbs ,  and  found  liimself  divested  of  Lis  locks. 
How  many  a  dandy  of  the  present  day  ^ieves ,  if  bat 
a  vehisker  sits  awry;  a  giant  then,  may  surely  be  excu- 
sed if  he  fret  and  fume  a  little  o'er  a  loss  like  his, 
before  the  bear  supplied  the  toilet  too  with  grecse ,  or 
pink  Maccassa  flowed.  The  woods  resounded  with  his 
hideous  roar ,  and  as  the  mighty  thunder ,  mountains 
echoed  back  the  sound.  He  searched  the  castle  through, 
till  on  a  tower,  built  on  a  rock  projecting  o'er  the  deep 
abyss  below,  he  met  the  knight.  He  raised  his  arm  to 
crush  the  author  of  his  beauty's  spoil ,  'twas  nerveless ; 
the  knight  fought  bravely  with  the  giant's  legs ,  ( higher 
be  could  not  reach , )  he  wounded  one  and  then  the  other, 
till  faint  with  loss  of  so  much  blood  as  nearly  drown  the 
knight,  headlong  the  giant  fell  amid  the  rocks  below. 
Faries  'tis  said  conveyed  the  lovers  to  the  maiden's  home, 
and  as  they  soared  above  the  castle's  walls,  the  building 
vanished  from  their  sight,  and  rocky  masses  filled  up 
the  vacant  space  ;  one  though  is  higher  than  the  rest , 
'tis  called  by  some  the  giant,  by  some  the  Maniistein, 

Near  the  valley  of  Lorbach  is  a  fine  rock  called  from  a 
certain  knight  Walter,  Walterstein\  from  this  same  rock, 
disappointed  in  his  affections,  'tis  said,  the  love-lorn  youth 
depairing  cast  himself,  and  died  at  its  base.  How  exalted 
was  the  love  of  the  heroes  of  former  days.  There  is  a 
spot  near  this  place  called  Frauleinboriis  where  according 
to  a  beautiful  romance,  the  lovely  Giezla  of  Epstein  oft 
met  her  lover  Philip  of  Falkenstcin ,  who  by  valourons 
deeds,  ('tis  pity  they  are  not  known,)  won  and  married 
this  paragon  of  women  $  these  paragons  must  have  been 
scarce  in  those  days ,  they  are  now  as  numerous  and 
lovely  as  the  flowers  that  grow,  or  as  the  sloes  upon  the 
blackthorn  bush,  though  far  more  useful,  save  to  the 
manufacturer  of  Port. 
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The  Rriegerwald  opposite  the  castle  afords  delightful 
walks,  shaded  hj  Bagnifieent  timbers  from  the  heat  of 
the  San,  and  within  an  easy  distance  for  pedestrians 
not  capable  of  the  great  exertion  necessary  to  enjoy  the 
more  distant  walks.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  JmuUmt 
kopf,  another  loTcly  promenade,  while  the  Stmafen  lead- 
ing to  Mnnster ,  the  woods  and  silvan  groves  to  §VU4- 
sachseny  and  the  lovely  forest  walk  to  Liangemkain  are  so 
rich  in  the  beanties  of  creation ,  that  he  mast  be  devoid 
of  all  the  better  feelings  of  oar  nature  who  does  not  admit 
that  this  highly  romantic  spot  has  attractions  at  once  to 
gratify  each  sense ,  and  raise  the  heart  in  adoration  to  the 
sonrce  from  whence  they  flow.  Of  the  Rossert  I  have 
already  spoken ,  it  therefore  only  remains  to  be  observed 
that  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  Epstein  there  il 
one  of  the  most  beantifal  groves  of  Cherry  trees,  and  ai|- 
other  of  Ghesnnts  in  the  whole  conntry,  I  have  forgotten 
the  names  of  the  villages  near  which  they  are  situated; 
bat  I  mast  not  forget  the  Teufels  Schloss  or  Devil's  castle^ 
to  which  is  attached  a  diabolical  legend,  not  to  be  slighted, 
the  old  saying  duly  appreciated,  «(hold  a  eandle  to  the 
old  one,  for  yon  know  not  where  yoa  may  want  a  friend. » 

In  descending  from  the  Rossert  towards  the  Xrense- 
wiese,  in  the  middle  of  a  thick  and  sombre  forest,  atands 
a  lofty  piece  of  rock,  or  rocks  piled  one  upon  another, 
which  from  its  romantic  appeiirance  and  situation  is  deno- 
minated the  «  devils  rock  or  castle, »  diverse  small  fragments 
of  rock ,  covered  with  a  bright  green  moss  lie  at  the  feet 
of  the  parent  mass.  There  is  a  saw  connected  vrith  this 
rock,  and  thus  it  runs. 

On  the  small  hill  where  now  the  Devil's  rock  in  sad- 
ness mourns  its  former  state ,  was ,  in  olden  times  a  nun- 
nery ,  fair  to  the  sight ,  and  in  most  fair  repute ,  till  a 
sister,  without  the  fear  of  the  Lord  before  her  eyes  ,  pre- 
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fering  the  sinful  ways  of  the   world    and  all  its  vanities, 
and  whom  a  prudent  father  had  removed  from  its  tempta- 
tions  to   devote  her   days  to  God ,    and  spend  her  life  in 
prayer   and   abstinence,    stead  to   implore  for  strength  to 
combat  ''gainst  th'  assaults  of  Satan  warring  in  the  flesh, 
offered  her  daily  orison  at  the  throne  of  mercy  for  release 
from   her   peaceful  home ,    and  a  return  to   the  frail  plea- 
sures of  humanity.     Finding  the  virgin  deaf  to  her  entreaties 
she  turned  her  thought  seriously  to  the  father  of  darkness^ 
and  at   last  by  horrid   incantations  obtained   an   audience 
with   his    Satanic   majesty,    when  a  solemn   compact  was 
entered  into  between  the  contracting  parties,  «that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  transfer  of  her  allegiance  from   the  im- 
maculate virgin  to  the  Father  of  sin,  she  should  be  released 
from  the  thraldom  of  a  cloister.  11      The  bond  being    duly 
sealed,  signed,  and  delivered,  the  profane  have  darecLto 
affirm  a  holy  monk  was  not  only  the  witnessing  party  to 
the  agreement ,     but  was   even  to  be   the  partner    of  her 
guilty  flight.     The    day   was  fixed  for  the  performance  of 
the  contract  on  the  part  of  his  satanic  majesty  5*  when,  as 
is  related   on  the    day   of  this  unheard    of  infidelity,    an 
unnatural  darkness  veiled  the  light  of  heaven ,  portentous 
of  the  coming  storm ,  the  awful  thunder  peeled ,  and  blue 
and  forked  lightning  rendered  yet  more  hideous  the  darkness 
of  the  day.     Enveloped  in  the  vain  trappings  of  a  daugh- 
ter of  the   world,    surreptitiously   brought   into   the   con- 
vent ,      and   over    which   the   partner    of  her   sacrilegeous 
flight  had  thrown  his  tunic,  (his  cowl  protecting  her  guilty 
head) ,    the  lost  of  Heaven  emerged  from  out  the  convent 
walls;     but    a    few   steps    beyond    the    convent     and     lo! 
their  flight  was  arrested  by  the  avenging  angel  of  retribu- 
tion ,    at  whose  command  the  convent  walls  instant  became 
a  mass  of  solid  rock,  while  all  the  smaller  masses  scattered 
round  we're   told  were  sisters ,    inmates  of  the  holy  fane , 
(why  punished  is  not  made  to  appear),    while  midst  the 
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ipronp ,  two  blocks  of  gtone ,  mach  larg^er  than  the  rest , 
are  said  to  represent  the  gntlty  pair,  thus  in  their  increas- 
ed sixe  meant  to  -  indicate  the  ^eater  measure  of  their 
guilt. 

The  day  following  my  journey  to  Homburg   as  before 
related   I    devoted    to   writing,    and  retired  early   to   rest 
proposing  to  depart  at  three  in  the  morning  for  Hatters- 
heim  to  meet  my    friend  Mr.   Habel.     A   thousand    ideas 
floating  through  my  mind  in  combination  with  the   horn  of 
Mr.  Vinz ,     a  functionary  of  some  weight   in  this    retired 
spot ,   suffered  me   not  to  sleep.     This  individual  fills  the 
various    offices    of  guardian  by    day    of  the    quadrupeds, 
and  by  night  of  the  bipeds  of  Epstein.     For  the  sum  of 
150  guldens  or  circa  thirteen  pounds  and  a  fraction ;    this 
official  personage ,    and  his  office  I  can  assure  my  readers 
IS  envied  by  many,  drives  out  the  horned  cattle,  (perhaps 
not  all),  of  the  village,  its  hogs,  (certainly  not  the  whole 
number),    to  depasture  at  0  in  the   morning,    returns  to 
dinner  at  i  1 ,    and  at  2  collects  the  quadrupeds  again  for 
a  walk.     At  ten  at  night   commences  his  protectorship  of 
the  bipeds   of  Epstein ,    and  he  continues  till  three  in  the 
morning  to  amuse  them  hourly  with  the  following  elegant 
poetic   morceau   with    the    accompanyment    of    a    classical 
obligato  on  a  cow -horn.     Whether  as  purveyor  of  food  to 
the   quadrupeds ,    and  as   disturber   of  th»    repose    of  the 
bipeds,    he  is  entitled  to  the  sum  specified  I  know    not, 
but  certainly  as  vocalist,    instrumentalist,  and  lyric  poet, 
he  is  more  than  amply  rewarded  for  the  following  stanza. 

m 

ifCome  now  goTod  Sirs  Blow  out  each  light 
The  clock  has  struck  —  'tis  ten  at  night, 
I  £^ard  the  home  of  man  and  beast 
Till  morn,  has  lij^ht  and  life  increased.  » 

The  above  effusion   varies  only  as  the   hour  changes,' 
except  when  Mr.  V  —  goes  off  his  watch,  then  he  delivers 
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another  stanza,  I  wa8  not  so  fortunate  as  to  catch  its 
import,  or  I  ivould  have  essayed  a  translation  for  nij 
literary  friends. 

A  little  before  three  I  departed  ^vith  my  yoan(]^  (juide^ 
(I  recommend  as  such  master  Anton  Burkard,  a  well 
informed  little  fellow,  full  of  anecdote,  and  qnotiu^  ever 
and  anon  from  his  Lesebuch,  reading  hook),  for  Hatiershcim. 
I  cast  a  last  and  ling^ering  look  on  the  outlines  of  the 
beautiful  ruins  of  the  castle ,  for  it  was  not  sufficiently 
light  minutely  to  survey  each  cherished  beauty  of  this , 
to  me,  (and  long  will  it  be  so),  much  loved  spoti  1,'he 
hazy  veil  which  yet  o'crspread  its  venerable  walls,  im- 
parted a  still  more  sombre  character  to  the  virgin  castle, 
for  I  find  no  record  of  its  having  e'er  been  conquered 
by  a  haughty  foe,  and  embodied  in  my  mind  its  long  array 
of  noble  knights,  its  mitred  counts,  audits  brave  defenders, 
now  all  mouldering  beneath  its  fast  decaying  walls. 

Yon  mouldering  castle  pendant  o*er  the  deep 
Amid  "whose  walls,  in  peace  the  brare  now  sleep. 
Yon  fane  beneath  whose   dome  the  sacred  song 
Has  oft  been  heard  to  float  the  aisles  along! 
The  hand  of  Time  that  laid  thy  turrets  low 
Has  stayed  each  pageant  and  religious  show, 
Arid  taught  mankind,  that  he  who  guides  the  whole 
Has  made  immortal  nothing  hut  the  soul , 
And  as  in  man  he  j»reordained  the  fall. 
So  death  he  made  the  monarch  o*cr  us  all. 

« 

On  passing  through  the  lovely  valley  of  Lorsbach  in 
extent  about  $S  or  6  miles  I  could  but  picture  to  myself 
how  different  must  have  been  the  scene  ,  when  stead  its 
present  verdant  meads,  it  was  one  great  expanse  of  water^ 
and  like  that  of  Fischbach  and  all  the  valleys  round  the 
castle  Epstein ,  formed  lakes  for  its  defence.  This  valley 
enclosed,  by  rocks ,  hills,  wood,  and  luxuriant  corn  fields, 
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it  go  intersected  by  projectind^  rockg ,  and  hanging  woods 
crossing  it ,  that  every  division  thus  formed  ,  seems  like 
a  separate  valley  of  different  sizes,  from  five  acres,  to  one 
or  two  hundred ,  and  through  which  the  Black  water,  as 
Che  querulous  stream  is  called,  passes  through' meadows 
of  the  loveliest  green,  on  which  large  herds  of  cattle 
graae.  For  the  fishing  of  this  stream,  (abounding  jo  trout 
and  crabs)  a  man  pays  fifty  glildens  p.  An ;  being  by  his 
agreement  obliged  to  supply  the  Duke's  table  at  Bibericb 
with  live  fish  when  ever  required.  The  fish  sell  in  the  season 
at  Wiesbaden,  Scbwalbach,  and  at  Frankfort  at  from  1/9 
to  S/G  p.  pound;  out  of  the  season  at  from  I/,  to  i/6. 
Poaching  in  this  water  subjects  the  offender  to  a  fine  of 
ten  dollars  or  a  visit  of  five  years  to  Eberbach. 

In  the  woods  occasionally  a  majestic  stag  is  found 
which  had  made  its  way  from  the  Platte,  small -deer 
roebucks ,  hares ,  and  foxes  arc  in  abundance ,  and  at 
times  badgers  have  been  found.  On  our  arrival  at 
Lorsbach.  a  sweetly  situated  village ,  the  Sun  rose  majesti- 
cally, but  deceitful,  (so  often  arc  our  prospects  in  life),  for 
It  retired ,  and  closed  its  splendour  in  rain. 

The  valley  near  Ilofheim  is  redundant  in  vegetables, 
and  on  the  hills  the  vine  luxuriantly  grows.  On  the  lofty 
bill  to  the  left  (embedded  in  forest  trees)  the  Lutheran 
church  is  situated,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  close  to 
the  town  are  two  handsome  mills.  The  small  town  of 
Hofheim  is  cheerfully  situated  on  a  rising  hill,  it  is  much 
neater  than  the  generality  of  such  places ,  and  in  the 
Chnrch  is  the  burying  place  of  the  Count  of  Stolberg,  the 
arms  of  which  noble  family,  the  former  possessors  of  the 
country  are  still  affixed  to  the  town -hall.  Grossing  the 
road,  and  passing  along  some  lovely  meadowa  by  the 
side  of  the  Black -water  we  arrived  at  the  pleasant  village 
of  GrifteL  In  tbis  same  place  my  youthful  guide  informed 
■jf^^yed  a  man  named  Joseph  Sitting,  who  was  so  powerfnl 
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f    that  he   could   carry  a   maD  on  each  liand  and  one  on  his 

I    head  9  and  yet  said  my  young  companion ,  he  is  so  humane 

I     that  he  ^ould  turn   out  of  his   path   not  to  hurt  a  'irorm. 

I     Passing  Ly  the    foot  path  through  the  meadows  from  this 

place,    vre    soon   arrived   at  Hatlersheim  a   small   town  on 

the  Chaussec  leading  from  Mcntz  to  Frankfort,  and  where 

generally   travellers    stop   to    hait  their    horses.      Here    is 

an  excellent  inn,    and  here   at  six   in  the  morning  on  my 

arrival  I  ordered  my  coflfee ,    which  while  much  enjoying , 

after  a  walk  of  ten  miles  my  friend  Mr.  Hahel  arrived. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  H —  had  finished  breakfast  we  started 
for  Hochst,  the  Ostium  ^  or  Hostium  o£  the  Romans.  This 
small  town  pleasantly  situated  on  the  river  Main ,  was 
presented  by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  fourth  to  Arch- 
bishop Adolphus  of  Mentz.  At  the  foot  of  the  -well  pre- 
served tower  of  the  razed  castellum  of  the  Romans,  is  the 
spot  from  whence  the  legions  passed  the  Main  by  their 
incursions  into  the  country  on  the  opposite  banks.  In 
the  middle  ages  the  same  was  fortified,  and  taken  by  the 
Krojpenburgers  in  1596  who  reduced  Hochst  to  a  heap 
of  ruins.  Archbishop  Johann,  a  Count  of  Nassau,  raised 
the  village  to  the  rank  of  a  town,  and  rebuilt  the  castle, 
to  which  he  and  his  whole  court  helped  to  carry  the  first 
materials.  In  the  thirty  years  war  the  town  was  alter- 
nately in  the  hands  of  the  different  contending  parties , 
and  six  times  taken  and  retaken.  Tn  1655  the  Swedes 
on  their  retreat  blew  up  the  castle.  The  suburbs  of 
Hochst  were  called  Emmerich ,  after  the  liberal  Elector 
of  that  name,  and  here  an  Italian  named  Bolongaro  built 
a  palace,  and  established  a  tobaCco  manufactory  (the 
Frankforters  having  refused  him  the  right  of  citizenship,) 
and  which  became  so  celebrated  as  to  procure  him  a 
large  fortune  ^  the  same  in  the  late  war  was  converted 
into  barracks. 
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infectious^  if  there  is  the  least  predisposition  to  the  mania 
in  the  composition;  this  I  have  found  with  myself  to  he 
the  case  since  I  have  made  the  valuable  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  H  — ,  and  gone  a  little  into  the  subject  with  him. 

Our  first  Tisit  was  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  Muni" 
mentum  Trajani,  which  it  has  been  clearly  ascertained 
stood  close  by  the  Nidda  ,  the  yiolcnce  of  whose  waters 
in  the  winter  season,  fretting  the  banks  of  its  confined  bed, 
constantly  bring  to  light  without  the  aid  of  man,  proofs ^ 
(if  such  were  necessary)  of  the  former  existence  of  a  Roman 
erection  of  magnitude  on  this  spot,  for  here  are  found 
nnmerous  remnants  of  Roman  bricks  and  tiles  with  the 
stamp  of  the  14th  and  S!2d  legion,  and  fragments  of  urns 
and  vessels.  This  fort  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  Ger- 
mans on  the  first  expulsion  of  their  enemies  from  the 
country.  But  on  the  return  of  the  Romans  under  Jn- 
lianus  they  rebuilt  it,  feeling  how  necessary  it  was  to 
their  future  operations.  This  was ,  after  the  failure  of 
this  commander  in  his  attempt  from  Mentz  to  pass  the 
Rhine ,  who  after  this  disaster  sent  part  of  a  legion  up 
the  Main  in  the  night  in  boats ,  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
in  the  rear  of  the  Germans,  and  which  was  unperceived 
effected.  The  Romans  now  advancing  on  the  brave  natives 
stationed  opposite  to  Mentz,  they  caused  suck  an  alarm 
in  their  rear  from  the  devastating  fire  of  their  settlements 
that  they  lent  but  a  trifling  resistance  to  their  foesji,  and 
hastily  retreating  into  the  woods  of  the  Taunus  ,  gave  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  passing  the  Rhine  with  kis  whole 
army. 

The  -natives  thus  forced  to  retreat  before  their  victo- 
rious  foes ,  retired  to  the  fastnesses  of  the  Taunus  moun- 
tains, from  whence  finding  it  impossible  to  dislodge  tbem, 
the  Romans  resolved  to  rebuild  this  celebrated  eastellnm 
by  the  river  Nied,  Hud  close  to  the  small  town  of  the 
same  name  ^    and  from  hence  formed  roads   to  their 
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places  of  safety  in  case  of  defeat  or  disaster »  tLeir  whole 
line  of  defence  being;  secured  by  castles ,  such  as'  tbat  at 
Nied  and  communicating  one  witb  another;  thus  from  thia 
place  ,  over  the  whole  chain  of  mountains  as  far  as  Neu* 
wied,  (where  a  town  similar  to  that  between  Praunheim 
and  Heddernheim  stood) ,  these  defencea  were  moat  judi- 
ciously erected. 

Our  observations  finished  here,  we  proceeded  towards 
Bodelsheim ,  and  in  a  part  of  the  road  called  the  Heideu' 
schloss ,  we  halted  a  time  to  examine  the  sides  of  the 
road ,  and  the  groTC  throug^h  which  it  rah ,  and  here  im-> 
mediately  below  the  surface  of  the  earth  fovnd  several 
small  remnants  of  Roman  tiles  and  vessels,  which  gave  the 
clearest '  indications  of  this  having  been  the  direction  one 
ef  the  roads  must  have  taken.  As  even  antiquarian  en- 
thusiasm cannot  satisfy  our  corporal  wants ,  however  it 
may  aflford  food  for  the  mind  ,  I  found  after  an  exhuma- 
tion of  a  couple  of  hours ,  (if  such  a  term  may  be  applied 
to  bringing  from  the  bowels  of  the  earthy  pots,  pans, 
bricks,  and  ttles,)  that  the  cravings  of  humanity  required 
an  allayment  that  no  antique  Roman  vessel  could  appease, 
unless  filled  with  modern  viands ,  and  therefore  was  not 
sorry  to  hear  the  proposal  that  we  should  dine  in  Rodels- 
keim. 

Observing  in  this  place  the  half  finished  Mansion  of  a 
nobleman,  I  made  aome  rather  unjustifiable  remarks  in  my 
note  book  on  the  ostentation  of  the  Gerraail  nobility  and 
gentry ,  as  compared  with  tjie  comfort  so  highly  cherished 
in  my  native  land  in  preference  to  empty  parade,  but 
having  in  the  work  of  an  intelligent  writer  read  an  account, 
that ,  as  regards  the  proprietor  of  this  place  convinces 
me  of  my  error,  it  will  act  as  a  warning  in  future  not 
too  hastily  to  give  an  opinion:  the  rebuke  of  the  wretched 
tailor  near  Greuznach  is  too  well  remembered.  I  find  this 
mansion    was    erei^ted   by   Count  Solms  Rodelaheim  ,*    the 
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Iproands  were  laid  oat  niter  the  plan  of  those  of  an  En^liaJk 
nobleman ,  and  beings  surpassingly  beaatifal ,  are  by  the 
humane ,  and  highly  respected  Count  Vohrat,  throw^n  open 
for  the  gratiflcation  of  all.  The  late  Count  was  a  great 
encourager  of  the  arts  and  sciences  and  himself  a  very 
pleasing  poet.  The  distress  and  trouble  of  the  times 
after  the  war,  allowed  the  Count  not  the  completion  of 
his  mansion  without  oppressing  his  tenants ,  he  prefered 
rather  to  dwell  in  a  less  costly  mansion ,  and  devote  his 
property  to  the  support  and  assistance  of  his  distressed 
neighbours ,  a  true  philanthrophist.  In  the  middle  ages 
there  was  here  a  strong  castle ,  alternately  in  the  hands 
of  the  Franhfortcrs ,  and  Gronenburgers.  Few  places  suf- 
fered more  in  the  late  war  than  this,  being  from  1792 
to  1815  constantly  a  military  station;  in  and  near  to  it, 
six  engagements  took  place ,  and  during  which  many  of 
the  inhabitants  lost  their  lives.  IVot  far  from  the  Tillage 
many  Roman  graves  have  been  found. 

After  a  most  excellent  dinner  and  Tcry  good  glass  of 
wine  at  the  chief  inn ,  much  frequented  by  the  good 
people  of  Frankfort,  wc  departed  for  Hansen,  a  miserable 
dirty  village,  where  the  oppulent  inhabitants  of  this,  one  of 
the  first  commercial  towns  in  Europe,  frequently  come  on 
Sundays  to  enjoy  such  refreshments  as  at  home  they  would 
not  look  upon,  feel  the  benefit  of  antibilious  roads,  and  par- 
ticipate in  these  enjoyments  beneath  the  roof  of  a  peasant's 
hovel.  It  can  only  be  from  novelty  that  such  enjoyments  with 
the  refined  inhabitants  of  this  place  can  be  endurable,  for  if 
wtf  consider  their  luxurious  style  of  living,  (and  the 
Frankforters  have  long  been  celebrated,  as  much  for  their 
hospitality  as  for  the  elegance  and  splendour  in  which  that 
hospitality  is  eyinced),  one  is  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how. 
they  can  endure  such  a  contrast. 

We  soon  reached  Praunhcim ,  the  road  througb  which 
is  more  Tile  than  the  imagination  can  possibly  picture   to 
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itself,  it  reminded  me  of  the  Xortb  of  Germany  tvf en tj 
Aye  years  ag^o,  and  bein^  so  near  to  the  above  named 
town ,  strikes  the  traveller  with  the  more  astonishment. 
In  my  pilgrimage  through  life  I  have  experienced  so  much 
inconvenience  from  luxations ,  fractures  etc. ,  that  in  the 
retrospect  of  past  suffering,  the  dread  de  novo  of  such 
drawbacks  to  pedestrianism ,  (one  of  my  greatest  enjoy* 
me9ts  , )  caused  me  some  uneasiness ,  even  in  the  easy 
carriage  of  my  friend,  and  I  iva»  delighted  to  hear  the 
command  given  to  halt.  We  descended ,  and  immediately 
bent  our  steps  towards  the  grand  object  of  our  journey, 
the  spot  on  which  ere  Christian  faith  was  in  the  bud,  the 
Roman  town  of  Novus  F'icus  reared  its  head.  On  passing 
the  house  of  Mr.  F —  whose  hospitality  and  kindness  ren- 
dered my  visit  to  Greiuznach  so  highly  agreeable,  and  to 
whom  I  was  so  much  indebted  for  valuable  information, 
I  was  told^  that  in  his  garden 

Laurels  bloomed  o*er  many  a  Roman's  head. 
And  lyillows  wept,  in  sorrow  for* the  dead. 

for  that  his  garden  wall  enclosed  a  part  of  the  burying 
ground  of  the  town ,  and  its  graves  contributed  largely 
to  a  handsome  collection  of  Roman  antiquities  which  he 
possesses. 

In  introducing  ^the  reader ,  not  to  the  town ,  but  to 
the  spot  on  which  it  once  so  proudly  stood,  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  refer  in  my  imperfect  account  to  an  excellent 
description  of  it  by  Mr.  Habel ,  to  whom  the  lovers  of 
antiquity  are  indebted  in  the  highest  degree  for  his  wri- 
tings on  this ,  as  on  every  subject  connected  with  the 
antiquities  of  Nassau,  a  land  so  fruitful  in  monuments  of 
by -gone  greatness,  that  it  is  to  be  deplored  a  general 
survey  of  the  country  should  not  be  made  by  competent 
persons ,  for  an  enlarged  account  of  the  same ,  so  highly 
interesting  to  history. 
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It  is  totally  impossible  to  define  the  seiisatiotts  ex- 
perienced in  treading^  the  soil,  on  which,  (in  days,  o'er 
whose  slendoar  Time  has  drawn  the  mantle  of  obliTion, 
and  now  blotted  from  the  memory),  once  stood  the  stately 
habitations  of  mig^hty  Roman  conquerors,  the  streets  of 
an  once  flonrishing  town,  and  where  in  the  death -lil^e 
stillness  all  around  one  can  hardly  fancy  the  bustle  aod 
actiTity  of  life;  where  neath  the  waving  corn  the  base  of 
many  a  stately  mansion,  once  so  lofty,  now  lies  con- 
cealed, and  where  the  ploughman,  listless  of  the  treasures 
neath  his  plough ,  thinks  solely  of  the  treasures  its  opera* 
tion  helps  him  on  the  surface  to  prodnce. 

Immediately  between  Praunheim  and  Hedertihein,  is 
the  field  denominated  by  the  inhabitants  the  Heidenfeldt  or 
Heathen  field,  where  once  stood  this  flourishing  town. 
The  circumference  of  the  sume  is  easily  ascertained  from 
the  foundation  of  the  outward  walls,  now  covered  witb 
earth ,  raised  in  the  whole  circuit  above  the  level  of  the 
field ,  and  planted  almost  all  round  with  fruit  trees.  In 
dry  seasons ,  immediately  over  the  line  of  streets ,  or 
foundation  of  buildings ,  the  soil  not  being  so  deep  as  at 
other  parts ,  and  the  sun  having  a  greater  power  on  its 
produce ,  the  direction  of  every  street ,  and  base  of  every 
building  was  clearly  to  be  seen,  but  the  houses  in  the 
villages  all  round  ,  having  been  during  several  years,  built 
from  the  materials  raised  from  the  foundations  of '  the 
buildings,  this  appearance  is  only  in  a  few  instances 
to  be  traced.  The  road  leading  immediately  from  Praun- 
heim to  Hedernheim  runs  directly  through  the  towB^ 
dividing  it  into  almost  eqnal  parts ,  and  at  each  end  the 
foundations  of  the  protecting  towers  to  the  gates,  being 
easily  traced ,  and  the  streets  intersecting  this  chief  street 
being  as  easily  defined,  it  has  been  clearly  Sfscertaiaed 
that  the  town  was  equal  in  size  to  Wiesbaden,  as  it  at 
present  exists.     This  town  was  no  doilht  in  the  line  of  tlia 
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eomminiicatioD  ivith  the  Munimentum  Trajani  of  Ammian, 
and  a  connecting  cbain  with  the  Felclhern^  and  Altkonigp, 
and  from  its  open  situation,  sach  as  were  always  selected 
hy  the  Romans ,  formed  a  link  of  communication  with  the 
Main,  with  Frankfurt,  Castel  and  Mentz,  and  the  forti- 
fications  of  the  Taunns. 

When  I  Tisited  this. highly  interesting  spot,  the  field 
at  places  was  covered  with  stones  raised  from  the  foun- 
dations, and  regularly  heaped  for  sale,  and  on  looking 
over  which,  I  found  numerous  remnants  of  stamped 
and  figured  tiles ,' bricks ,  vessels  etc.,  and  I  doubt  not, 
that  as  yet,  not  a  tithe  of  the  building  materials  have  been 
dug  out,  which  in  future,  (with  many  objects  worthy 
the  notice  of  antic[uity),  will  be  brought  to  light.  For 
some  years  past  a  source  of  considerable  gain  has  accrued 
to  the  peasants  in  the  neighbourhood ,  from  the  sale  of 
antiquities  found  upon  the  spot ,  and  which  now  enrich 
many  collections  in  Frankfort,  and  particularly  the  museum 
in  Wiesbaden.  Very  few  of  the  buildings  in  the  interior 
of  the  town  have  been  examined,  and  this  consideration 
justifies-  a  supposition  that  many  treasures  lie  yet  hid  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ,  to  reward  future  exertions. 

It  is  impossible  to  follow  my  friend  Mr.  H  —  through 
his  interesting  account  of  this 'place  and  his  discoveries, 
his  work  deserves  a  volume  of  itself^  and  I  must  only 
confine  myself  to  a  few  brief  remarks.  According  tcFuchs^ 
whose  description  is  very  minute  ,*  this  town  owed  its 
origin  to  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  while  others  have  maintained 
it  was  only  a  castellum ,  similar  to  those  erected  to  defend 
the  Roman  boundaries  from  the  Donau  even  to  the  Taunus, 
at  stated  intervals;,  but  that  it  was  in  many  respects  similar 
to  that  at  Niederbieber  near  JVeuwied  ,  and  a  considerable 
town  cannot  be  doubted. 

That  such  towns  were  built  by  the  Romans  round 
many    of  their   cavtles ,    particularly   during   the    ireign  of 
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Aa^^stus,  is  cerUin,  ftlie  ohjeet  beiaf  to  lespft  ikc  satires 
thereby  to  a  residence  with  their  eonqoerors,  aod  th«s  ^rada- 
all  J  to  accoftom  them  to  their  joke,  hj  readerim^  the  Ivxarj 
of  Rome  oecessarj  to  them ,  and  hj  its  effeets  to  weaken 
their  maal j  powers ,  and  native  energy ;  these  tow^Bs  too 
served  as  homes  to  many  veteran  Romans,  who,  retiicd 
from  active  militarj  service,  sought  the  repose  of  pri- 
vate life. 

In  the  admirable  delineation  of  Mr.  Uabel ,  be  most 
clearly  defines  the  e&tent  and  circumference  of  its  walls, 
the  gates  ,  streets,  forts  etc.  of  this  town,  and  ivbich,  as 
regards  the  streets  is  also  clearly  defined  from  several 
inscriptions  on  stones ,  found  in  digging  on  diverse 
parts  of  the  field,  and  from  following,  even  the  fomi- 
dations  of  the  houses ,  running  parallel  with  each 
other  on  the  two  sides  of  the  same.  The  discoTery  of 
one  of  the  principal  streets  was  made  known  through  a 
stone  ,  whose  inscription  mentioned  a  Platea  praetoria  and 
quinfann.  This  stone  throwing  light  over  the  existence  of 
the  town,  both  in  regard  to  its  division  into  streets  and 
quarters ,  determined  Mr.  U  —  still  further  to  prosecute 
his  search,  and  with  the  happiest  results,,  of  which  his 
published  account  gives  the  most  irrefragable  proof. 

Through  purchase  of  a  peasant  of  Uedernheim  this 
highly  interesting  stone  came  into  the  possession^  of  the 
Antiquarian  society  in  Wiesbaden ,  and  subjoined  is  a 
copy  of  the  inscription ,  together  with  the  elucidation  of 
the  same  by  the  talented  professor  Lehne. 

In  H.  D.  D In   honorem  Domns  Divinae. 

Plat  Praetor.  •  .  •  .  .  Plateae  Praetoriae. 

Oram  Qui Aramque. 

I  Genium £t  Genium. 

SatoniuB Sextus  Antonius. 

GratuB  D.  D Gratus  dono  dedit. 
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Imp.  Angf Iinperatore   Anrelio  Aujgfusto. 

Ill  et  Dione  Cos.  .  .     Ill  Et  Dione  Gonsulibas. 


Tlie  folloTving  m^y  be  considered  not  a  perfect  trans- 
lation ,  but  is  sufficiently  so ,  to  exi^lain  the  nature  of  tbe 
inscription. 

«  To  tbe  bonour  of  God's  bouse.  Satonius  Gratus 
dedicates  to  tbe  Pretorian  Street,  tbis  market -altar,  and 
tbe  image  of  tbe  protecting^  genius  ^  under  tbe  tbird  Gon- 
sulflbip  of  tbe  Emperors  Alexander  and  Dio.  » 

Tbe  altar  above  alluded  to  was  erected  under  tbe  tbird 
consulate  of  Alexander  Seyerus ,  and  tbe  bistoriaii  Dio 
Gassius  in  220  after  tbe  birtb  of  Gbrist,  Dio  baving 
once  before  filled  tbe  office  of  Gonsul^  iirbicb  be  alludes 
to  in  bis  work. 

Tbe  wbole  writing  of  Mr.  H  —  I  bad  tbe  pleasure  of 
translating,  intending  to  insert  it  in  tbis  work,  but  con- 
ceiving it  to  be  less  interesting  to  tbe  generality  of  readers^ 
and  particularly  tbose  more  disposed  to  tbe  living  beauties  of 
tbe  batbing  places  of  tbe  Taunus  tban  tbe  inanimate  relics  of 
antiquity  to  be  found  on  tbese  celebrated  mountains,  I  sball 
make  my  account  i^s  sbort  as  possible.  On  breaking  up 
tbe  road -way  of  one  of  tbe  streets,  it  was  found  after 
tbe  existence  of  nearly ,  if  not  quite  2,000  years  to  be  as 
perfect  as  at  tbe  period  of  its  erection.  At  tbe  bottom 
of  tbe  road  ,  as  a  foundation  ,  were  laid  masses  of  broken 
rock ,  at  least  two  feet  tbick ,  over  wbicb  building  rubbisb 
was  spread  .witb  flint  stones  ,  2  feet  deep ,  tbe  bollow 
spaces  between  wbicb ,  were  filled  witb  very  small  broken 
stones.  A  road  of  tbis .  superior  construction  ,  ran  from 
tbe  Saal-fort  near  Homburg,  (wbere  as  before  observed, 
His  reported  Drusns  died  in  consequence  of  bis  fall  near 
tbe  Elb) ,  tbrougb  tbe  Castvum  Hadrian,  (as  some  perver- 
sely still  demominate  tbis  town),  uniting,  Mentz  t&rongb 
Cassel    witb   tbe  fortified  lines    of  tbe  Romans    over   tbe 
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Taanui*      Exactly   similar   roads    were    fouod   round    the 
Roman  town  before  mentioned  near  Newwied. 

Of  all  the  objects  of  interest  as  yet  discovered ,  none 
bas  'afforded  so  bigb  a  gratification  to  the  admirers  of 
art  in  the  olden  times ,  as  tbe  discovery  of  a  Mithras 
temple  ,  and  tbe  removal  of  its  Altars  to  the  museam  at 
Wiesbaden  ,  which ,  alone  in  this  magnificent  specimen 
of  the  talent  and  skill  of  the  Romans,  possesses  a  treasure, 
the  like  of  which  is  perhaps  hardly  to  be  found  in 
Europe.  It  seems  that  a  peasant  ploughing  the  land 
above  this  temple,  came  in  contact  with  a  stone,  which 
not  being  able  to  remove,  he  came  the  following  day  pre- 
pared with  pick  and  the  necessay  tools,  but  soon  disco- 
vered that  the  said  stone  was  one  of  a  flight  of  seven 
steps  down  into  the  body  of  a  building;  this  being 
immediately  communicated  to  Mr.  Habel ,  be  directly 
repaired  to  the  spot,  and  himself  directed  tbe  progress 
of  clearing  the  building,  the  result  of  which  to  the  lover 
of  science  and  antiquarian  research  has  proved  of  such 
peculiar  interest,  and  which  has  so  greatly  enriched  the 
beautiful  collection  in  the  museum  of  Wiesbaden. 

On  clearing  away  the  earth  and  rubbish,  the  temple  was 
found  to  form  a  square ,  within  the  walls ,  of  70  feet  in 
length,  and  2tS  feet  in  breadth,  exclusive  of  the  stairs; 
the  thickness  of  the  external  wall  was  one  foot  five  inches; 
the  stairs  were  three  feet  nine  inches  long,  (the  height, 
and  width  of  each  does  not  appear,)  and  descended  jdlreetlj 
from  the  south  immediately  into  the  temple;  of  these  it 
app.ears  there  were  seven ,  which  number  is  very  sigmft- 
cant  in  the  religion  of  the  East,  and  particularly  so  am 
the  mysteries  of  Mithras.  Highly  interesting  is  the  accoa«t 
of  Mr.  H  —  of  the  digging  out,  and  clearing  of  this 
temple  and  .of  his  discovery  of  the  magnificent  Mitraa 
relief,  and  other  relics  found  here.  To  remove  the  above 
a  particular  carriage  drawn  by  bullocks  was  necessary,  .th# 


ifeight  being  so  great  and  requiring  to  be  transported 
witb  so  mucb  care  and  attention.  '  As  it  may  not  be  uninie- 
resting  to  be  made  acquainted  Tvith  the  peculiar  -ivor4bip 
of  tbe  believers  in  Mitfaras,  I  shall  subjoin  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject. 

Mithras  in  the  Persian  Mythology  was  regarded  as  the 
supreme  head  of  the  Izads,  ruler  over  that  fountain  of 
light  9  the  Sun ,  and  by  his  Totaries  adored  as  the  original 
fire.  In  all  the  ancient  writings  and  representations  of  this 
deity  he  is  portrayed  as  a  youth  of  gigantic  power ,  and  as 
kneeling  on  a  yanquished  bull,  which  he  has  thrown 
down  ;  with  his  left  band  he  is  pressing  close  the  nostrils 
of  the  conquered  animal ,  while  with  his -right  he  appears 
as  in  the  act  of  plunging  a  short  sword  into  the  neck  of 
the  prostrate  beast.  The  figures  which  encircle  the  God 
have  reference  to  life  and  death  ,  to  the  germinating  of 
nature  and  its  decay ,  to  the  course  of  the  Sun  and  the 
seasons :  thus  on  one  compartment  we  see  a  youth  with 
an  erect  and  flaming  torch  in  his  band,  while  on  an  other 
part  a  man ,  seemingly  weighed  down  by  years,  is  holding 
in  bis  feeble  grasp  an  inverted  flambeau;  above  the  figure 
are  the  representation  of  seven  altars ,  with  Sun  and 
Moon ,  the  altars  symbolical  of  the  seven  planets ,  with 
figures  typical  of  time  and  eternity.  The  disciples  and 
worshipers  at  the  shrine  of  this  mystic  deity  spread  them- 
selves extensively  throughout  Persia  and  Hindostan,  over 
the  whole  of  Italy,  Gaul,  and  those  parts  of  Germany  in 
the  possession  of  the  Romans. 

We  are  in  tbe  possession  of  very  little  information  fn 
respect  to  the  Mithras  temples ,  but  it  appears  they  were 
not  unfrquently  formed  in  grottos  or  cavities  in  the  rocks, 
and  sometimes  in  such  almosit  inaccessible  places  as  ren- 
dered difficult  the  approach  of  the  worshipers  of  the  God 
to  his  temple.  One  of  these  fanes  was  discovei^ed  in  the 
South  of  France  at  Bonrg  St.  Andebl ,  on  the  Ahbae }  one 
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near  Licliteaber[|^  by   Zweibriicken ,    ivbile  one  was   fonnd 
in   i&^i   silaated   beneatb  tbe   churcb   Araceli    in    Rome. 
Near  Golog^ne  at  tbe  village  of  Dorwegen  some  few  years 
back    sueb    a    temple   was    dis covered    and    unfortunately 
destroyed  by  the  proprietor.     Bat  as  yet  no  specimen   so 
beautifully  perfect  as  tbe  Mithras   temple   here    has    beea 
found,  or  examined  with  auy  thing  like  the  care  and  atten- 
tion bestowed  upon  this ,    or  which  was   so  perfect  as  to 
merit  such  attention.     A   second  temple  was   also   found, 
and  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  Habel  also  clear- 
ed,    and    the    public    are    indebted    for   the    pleasure   of 
inspecting  one  of  the  most  interesting  collections  extant, 
(and  which  were  brought  from  this  place  to  grace  the  mu- 
seum in   Wiesbaden)    to  this    gentleman's  labours    in  the 
cause  of  science  and  the  spread  of  Jinowledge.     Tbe  mag- 
nificent Altar -relief,    one    immense  block   of  free    stone, 
lay  in   a   slantin'g  position  against   the   altar  immediately 
before    it   when  discovered;    the  basso    relievos    on   both 
sides   are   in    a  most    perfect    ^tatc ,     if  we   consider  the 
period  of  its  erection  in  the  temple.     It  is  impossible  to 
give  an  adequate  description  of  this  beautiful  specimen  of 
the  taste  and  skill  of  our  forefathers ,  but  I  hope  at  some 
future  period  to  present  the  public ,  (together  with  a  more 
circumstantial  account  of  Novus.  Vicus),  with  an  engraving 
of  the  antiquities  of  this  most  remarkable  temple  of  worship. 

There  were  in  the  first  of  these  temples  no  less  than 
seven  altars  found,  and  with  figures  etc.  of  antiquity,  amount-  * 
ed  in  all  to  twenty  one  objects  of  intense  interest.  In 
the  second  temple  including  two  altars ,  a  knife  of  sacri- 
fice, and  an  iron  mason's  trowel,  there  were  seventeen 
objects  also  of  peculiar  interest. 

There  must  be  something  singularly  infectious  in  this 
study  of  antiquity,  for  although  still  in  my  leading-strings, 
the  fascinations  of  this  my  initiation  pervaded  every  feeling 
#f  my  mind,    and  propelled  J>y  curiosity,    set  hands  and 
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feet  in   motion  in  -search  of  food  to  allay  my  appetite  for 
antiquarian  knowledge. 

We  were ,    when     once  out  of  Praunbeim ,    very  soon 
on  the  famous  Roman  road ,    ( such  as  in  modern  times  is 
jnot  to  be  met  ivith , )  extending^  from  Gassel  near  Mentz  in 
a  direct  line  over  Diedenberg  to  Heddernheim ,  and  from 
thence:  through  the   Wetterau  towards  the  Yogelsherg  to 
the  very  extreme  castles   and    strong  holds  of  the  Roman 
stocades.    -On  this  road  we  proceeded  a  considerable  dis- 
tance ,     and  on  those  parts  still  undisturbed ,    this  noble 
high  way ,     now  nearly  two  thousand  years  in.  existence , 
and  since   many    hundred   years  not  repaired,    is  in  such 
an  excellent  condition  as  is  hardly  to  be  credited ,    and  is 
thirty  six  feet  wide.     Retween  Heddernheim  and   Lieder- 
bach   it   is   still   used  as   a  general  communication.     This 
road  by  some   is  denominated  Elizabeth's  way ,   from   the 
pilgrimages  made  to  the   grave   of  the  holy  saint  of  that 
name,  the  road  from  Meiitz  to  th&t  spot  traversing  a  part 
of  the  same. 

Arrived  at  Hochts  we  supped,  and  after  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  days  I  ever  passed,  retired  to  dream  of 
its  pleasures ,  and  with  my  friend  Mr.  H  —  to  retrace  the 
streets  of  Novus  Vicus.  My  bed  chamber^  a  large  assem-  . 
bly  room  of  the  town,  and  by  comparison  with  my  com- 
fortable roost  at  Mentz,  seemingly  spacious  enough  to  con- 
tain the  Mithras  temple  itself,  was  furnished,  Independent 
of  my  small  curtain  -  less  bedstead ,  with  tables  suffi- 
cient to  dine  a  party  of  200,  chairs  for  the  same,  and  an 
orchestra,  under  the  protection  of  which  my  little  bed 
was  placed.  I  felt  chilled  in  taking  a  survey  of  its  cheer- 
less walls ,  so  far ,  as  the  dim  light  of  a  miserable  candle, 
twelve  to  the  pound,  would  admit  of  my  measuring 
its  dimensions.  It  was  Germany  in  days  of  yore ,  parti- 
cularly in  the  vapour  bath  I  had  to  endure  beneath  a 
mountain  of  feathers,    nnder  which    I   was   made  to   do 
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penance  for  compUinin^p  of  the  chill  of  the  room  ;  this 
iras  counteraction,  a  favonrite  tory  term,  mth  a  TPitness  to  it. 
Breakfast  over  we  started  for  Weiliiach ,  and  daring 
our  drire  the  intellectual  conversation  of  my  companion 
on  the  antiquities  of  the  country ,  ifs  history ,  natural 
heauties ,  productions  etc.  afforded  me  so  hi^h  a  gratifi- 
cation, as  seemed  to  abridg^e  time  of  its  natural  progres- 
sion, and  I  felt  for  the  hundredth  time  that  society  ean 
shorten  the  journey  of  life. 

The  village  of  Weilbach   is    as   miserable  and  dirty  a 
looking  place  as  ever  any  invalid   would  wish  to  be  con* 
demned   to    visit,    but   there  is  a  very  handsome    looking 
inn  at  the  commencement  of  the.  village  as  you  enter  from 
the  Frankfort  road,  and  which  has  the  character  of  being 
a  very  comfortable  house^  with  an  excellent  Table   d*h6te, 
and  generally  very  pleasant  society.     The  spring  is  aboat 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  village,  and  is  approach*' 
ed   by    a   good    road    planted    with   young   ^rees^      which 
in    time   will    afford   an   agreeable  shade.      At   the    spring 
there  is  a  single  erection ,    the  residence  of  the   P'erwalter 
or  steward  of  the  bath,  and  where  patients  can  be  accom* 
modated  with  breakfast,  but  neither  dine  nor  sle«p,  which 
I  consider  a  great  drawback  to  the  comfort  of  the  invalid, 
and  as  militating  much  against  the  success  of  the  Lath. 

The  grounds  are,  (though  contracted),  tastefully  laid 
out  and  planted ,  and  the  walks  in  the  course  of  ^  IStw 
years  will  be  agreeably  shaded  by  *the  young  and  thrifty 
trees.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  nothing  is  done 
by  the  Duke,  who  generally  as  regards  the  impvoiiremeni 
of  all  the  baths  throughout  his  dominions  has  acted  with 
great  liberality,  (in  many  instances  munificently  so),  sJiould 
so  totally  have  neglected  this  place.  Here  not -the  least 
regard  has  been  paid,  either  to  the  accommodatton  >of 
the  invalid,  or  to  bring  the  spring  of  Weilbacli  into 
repute.     It   has    been   said   by  those  who  wish   ^o    eJTeel 
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so  desirable  an  object,  tbat  tbis  seeming  oeglect  arises 
from  an  appreb'ension  tbat  in  tbe  same  proportion  as  tbt 
reputation  of  Weilbacb  should  advance^  Wiesbaden  would 
deteriorate  in  publie  estimation,  and  consequently  its 
prospefity  would  operate  injuriously  for  tbe  inhabitants 
of  tbe  capital  of  tbis  country.  This  is  a  most  preposte- 
rous argument ;  tbe  flat  unioterestingf  country  around , 
particularly  towards  tbe  Main,  and  over  tbe  Dubedom  of 
Darmstadt ,  could  not  by  any  artificial  means  employed , 
be  rendered  attractive  to  individuals  in  search  of  amuscr 
ment,  and  tbe  spring  itself,  is  so  totally  different  from 
tbe  celebrated  waters  of  Wiesbaden ,  that  it  could  iiol 
rob  this  place  of  a  single  patient  if  ft  little  were  done 
to  render  more  comfortable  tbe  residence  of  tbe  afflicted, 
recommended  to  try  tbe,  efficacy  of  this  most  excellent 
mineral  water. 

I  believe  there  does  not  exist  within  bjs  highness' 
territory,  (so  rich  in  mineral  springs),  a  water  of  such  ines- 
timable good  qualities,  for  the  complaints  for  which  it  is 
recommended ,  as  this  of  Weilbacb.  Within  my  own 
personal  knowledge  I  am  acquainted  fvith  individuals , 
who  owe  their  very  existence  to  tbis  spring;  others  who 
have  been  snatched  from  the  fangs  of  death  by  the  use 
of  this  excellent  mineral.  In  smell  tbis  water  is  .odious » 
and  on  first  trying  it  tbe  taste  is  equally  so ,  but 
after  drinking  a  couple  of  days,  (particularly  at  the  fount,) 
the  patient  not  only  becomes  reconciled  to^  but  evei| 
enjoys  the  draught,  the  m^re  so  fronpi  the  agreeii^le  sen- 
sations it  produce^,  being  of  so  light  a  nature  tbat  the 
patient  during  thje  4ay  i9&y  drink  50  or  40  glasses  with- 
out experiencing  the  least  inconvenience.  The  complaint^ 
fpr  which  chiefly  tliis  minerfil  is  mp^t  to  be  recomno^epd^d 
are  those  of  tbe  breast,  JLung^  and  abdqmen^  nothing 
can  be  more  tranquilizijig  to  the  perves  ,tba^  this  most 
valuable  water. 
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To  a  Tery  experienced  eliymist  and  friend ,  in  Ments^ 
1  own  inyself  particularly  indebted  for  an  analysis  of 
this  8prin[]^,  the  irhich  Dr.  Sobcrnheim  in  his  >vork  on 
the  medicinal  waters  of  Germany,  (and  whose  publication 
I  have  made  my  ^uide,)  has  not  noticed,  though  very  far 
superior  to  several  therein  enumerated  ;  but  in  the  admi- 
rably written  medicinal  treaties  before  alluded  to  of  Dr. 
Franqne,  (and  which  I  sincerely  wish  I  had  received 
before  my  imperfect  account  of  the  baths  of  Nassau  had 
already  been  chiefly  printed),  the  highly  talented  author 
speaks  most  warmly  on  the  merits  of  this  springs ,  and 
which  only  requires  to  be  more  extensively  known  to 
attract  numerous  visiters  to  its  healing  fount. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  find  the  evil  complained  of 
in  respect  to  the  want  of  accommodation  is  about  to  be 
remedied  in  this  place ,  by  either  the  public  spirit ,  or 
spirit  of  speculation,  in  an  individual  residing  at  Hoch- 
beim ,  and  who  is  about  to  expend,  from  00,000  to 
100,000  guldens  in  the  erection  of  an  elegant  pump 
room ,  lodging  and  bath  house ,  and  on  the  planting  of 
an  English  garden  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  spring; 
this  is  certainly  a  bold  undertaking,  but  I  sincerely  hope 
may  succeed,  for  the  necessity  the  patients  have  been 
under  of  always  returning  to  the  inn ,  ( although  the  ac- 
commodation by  Blissembach  has  been  most  excellent,) 
Las  been  a  great  drawback  to  their  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence.  At  tbe  above  named  inn,  during  the  season ^  the 
table  d'h6te  is  well  attended ,  and  while  the  anxiety 
evinced  by  the  landlord  for  the  good  cheer  of  his  gnesti 
is  most  praiseworthy,  the  regard  evinced  for  the  comfort 
of  the  visiters  in  well  arranged  rooms  and  excellent  beds 
does  credit  to  the  good  management  of  his  spouse.  The 
table  d'h6te  exclusive  of  wine  is  48  kreuzers  or  1/2  p. 
bead;  the  rooms  from  40  krensers  to  2  gnldeiis  p. 
day. 
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AnalysU  of  the  springs. 

Soda  sulpburic 1,1850  Gr. 

iSbda  muriatic    ........  O^TSOO  n 

Soda  carbonic 4,5000  » 

Chalk  carbonic 2,1250  » 

Magnesia  muriatic           0,9375  » 

Magnesia  carbonic                      .  1,2500  » 

Sulpbur  resin 0,3750  » 

tt,0625  Gr. 

Hydrolbion  gas 4  cubic  inches. 

Gas  carbonic 9  cubic  inches. 

Though  not  appertaining  exactly  to  the  baths  coming 
\irithin  the  range  of  my  observations,  yet  the  similarity 
of  the  Sirona  bath  at  Nierstein  (within  tw^ve  miles  of 
Mentz )  to  that  of  Weilbach ,  excepting  that  it  contains 
a  portion  of  oxyd  of  iron  induces  me  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  same. 

This  bath,  (not  so  frequented  as  it  really  deserves  to 
be,)  is  most  sweetly  situated  close  to  the  town  of  Oppen- 
heim,  and  to  the  before  mentioned  celebrated  «  Yellow 
house,))  where  the  visiters  to  the  mineral  spring,  when 
tired  of  its  water,  have  an  opportunity  of  effecting  an 
exchange  for  the  excellent  wine  of  mine  host  of  this , 
(by  the  good  people  of  Mentz  for  its  good  living)  much 
frequented  table  d'hdte.  The  following  are  a  few  facts 
I  have  collected  respecting  this  excellent  water.  The 
earliest,  notice  we  possess  of  this  place  is  contained  in 
an:  old  writing  by  Garloman  in  the  year  742  in  which 
the  Bishop  of  Wiirzburg  is  entitled  also  reetor^  of  Nier- 
stein.  The  existence  of  the  mineral  spring  here  was 
unknown  for  many  centuries  and  it  was  not  till  1802 
through  the  laudable  efforts  of  Dr.  Wederkind  that  public 
attention  was  drawn  towards  it,  the  spot  then  appertain- 
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in^  to  a  Mr.  van  der  Yelden,  ivho,  in  causing  the  sonree 
of  the  springy  to  he  cleared  y  among  other  relics  of  Ro- 
man origin  found  a  stone -tahlet  with  the  following  in- 
scription : 

Deo 

Apollini 

et    Sirouae 

Ivlia.      Froii 

tina 

V.  S.  L.  L. 


Interpretation,  Translation. 

Deo  Apollini  et  Siroae  Julia  Julia    Frontina    fuUllls    her 

Frontina  votum  solvit  lihen-  tow  to    Apollo    and    Sirona 

ter  lubenter  meritis.  willingly  and  gratefally. 

From  this  monument  of  antiquity  originated  the  name 
given  to  the  hath,  and  hy  it  is  clearly  proved  that  the 
spring  was  well  known  to  the  Romans ,  also  plainly  indi- 
cated hy  the  original  appellation  of  the  .village  to  which 
it  belongs  Aqua  Xeri ;  indeed  it  is  maintained  that  the 
spring  was  known  in  the  time  of  Domitian ,  and  was  des- 
troyed after  the  year  267.     But  to  return  to  Weilfcach. 

Having  dined  at  the  inn  before  mentioned  we  walked 
to  the  village  of  Dietenhergen ,  on  a  hill  at  the  back  of 
WeUbach.  The  situation  of  this  village ,  being  on  an 
eminence  4  commanding  the  most  extensive  views  of  the 
whole  country  round,  justifies  the  supposition  of  its  having 
been  one  of  the  strong  fortified  places  occupied  by  .the 
Romans ,  for  invariably  these  warlike  people  in  the  selec* 
tion  of  ground  for  their  encampments  or  castles ,  chose 
free  and  open  situations  ,  where  the  motions  of  adyancing 
foes  might  he  easily  observed ,  or  the  submission  of  thc^ 
conquered    provinces    secured   by    the  commanding    opotf 
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tiiey  fortified  to  oTcr-aw6  them.  Again  too  ,  it  must  be 
remarked ,  this  enlightened  people  generally  settled  them- 
selves in  the  vicinity  of  good  water ,  for  usually  we  find, 
through  such  indications  of  habitation  as  the  discovery 
t)f  the  foundations  of  buil clings  ,  baths  9  burial-  grounds  , 
Roman  bricks  ^  tiles  ,  urns  ,  vessels ,  coins  etc.  the  spots 
they  selected  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  mineral  springs ,  and 
where  in  the  earliest  periods  of  their  possession  of  the 
country  the  Romans  colonized ;  this  leads  to  a  supposition 
that  the  spring  of  Weilbach  was  not  unknown  to  these 
people  9  and  therefore  the  idea  that  Dietenbergen  was  one 
of  their  positions,  a  supposition  seemingly  justified. by  the 
appellation  given  to  a  hill  at  the  back  of  the  village » 
called  the  Heiden  or  Heathen,  so,  invariably  the  common 
people  speak  of  the  Romans  ,  and  that  term  they  affix  to 
every  spot;,  place,  or  thing,  that  appertained  to  them; 
thus  it  is  a  Heathen  wall ,  castle ,  ford ,  bath ,  urn  or  coin. 
The  tumulose  appearance  of  this  heath,  and  the  construe* 
tion  particularly  of  four  hills ,  evidently  proves  the  spot 
to  have  been  the  burying  place  of  either  the  Romans  or 
natives  after  a  battle ,  and  it  is  to  me  matter  of  great  sur- 
prise ,  an  investigation  of  these  hills  has  not  taken  place. 

On  our  return  to  Weilbach  we  found  the  little  place 
full  of  Prussian  soldiers  just  returned  from  the  villages 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Frankfort,  where  since  1855 
they  had  been  quartered  in  consequence  of  the  disturbances 
of  that  period. 

Refore  departing  for  Mentz ,  we  proceeded  on  the  side 
of  the  village  towards  the  Main ,  to  inspect  some  remains 
of  Roman  works ,  and  particularly  the  spot  where  had 
been  one  of  the  cemeteries  of  these  warlike  people , 
(a  spot  not  unworthy  of  observation  ^ )  and  after  a 
pleasant  drive  of  a  couple  of  hours  through  Wickert  and 
Hochheim ,  the  latter  celebrated  in  England  as  sponsor  to 
all  the  wine  grown   on  the  magnificent  Rhine ,    I   arrived 
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within  the  friendly  walls  of  Mentz ,  which  for  the  beauty 
of  its  sitaation ,  on  the  finest  part  of  the  loveliest  river  in 
Earope ,  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil ,  the  heaut j  of  its 
environs  9  and  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of  its  inltahi- 
tants ,  may  have  its  eqaal,  bat  cannot  be  surpassed  by 
any  spot  in  Germany. 

Having  brought  my  labours  to  a  close,  (if  that,  which 
affords  us  pleasure  in  the  performance ,  may  be  jastly  so 
denominated,)  it  only  remains  for  me,  in  taking  leave  of 
my  readers,  to  express  the  .  hope ,  (I  trust  not  a  pre- 
sumptuous one , )  that  the  pages  of  my  work  may  have 
been  productive  of  amusement  to  some ,  and  the  strictly 
impartial  account  of  the  baths  of  Nassau  hereafter  prove 
of  utility  to  others. 

Should  the  admirer  of  the  beauties  of  nature  be  temp- 
ted to  visit  the  scenes  I  have  described,  should  the 
friend  of  antiquity  be  led  to  search  after  the  remains  of 
« olden  times »  here  recorded,  and  the  lover  of  romance 
be  induced  to  climb  the  cloud -cap'd  mountain,  the  home 
of  many  a  feudal  lord  or  robber  knight,  here  delineated, 
as  an  auxiliary  to  my  imperfect  narrative,  I  recommend 
the  excellent  map  of  the  Dukedom  of  Nassau  about  to  be 
published  by  Lieut:  Lauge,  and  will  conclude  my  obser- 
vations with  an  ardent  wish ,  that  each  in  their  several 
tastes  may  so  find  their  anticipations  realized ,  as  may 
induce  them  to  admit  that  « naught  have  I  extenuated, 
naught  set  down  in  malice ,  »  neither  misrepresented,  nor 
too  highly  coloured  my  portrait  of  nthe  Taunus.M 


617 


APPKMDIX. 


jB.1i  a  note  to  my  description  of  Biogen  I  mentioned  my 
intention  of  appendin|f  to  my  >Tork  an  account  of  several 
objects  of  interest,  vrhich  in  a  subsequent  excursion  I  bad 
an  opportunity  of  surveying;  in  the  vicinity  of  tbat  place 
and  Creuznacb,  should  the  same  not  render  too  voluminous 
the  present  work.  To  accomplish  the  undertaking;  as  ex<- 
tensivcly  as  H  could  wish  and  the  subject  merits ,  would , 
so  says  my  bookseller ,  «  render  the  volunre  too  portly  as 
a  travelling;  companion,  and  that  perhaps  it  would  J>e  more 
adviseable  to  omit  it  altogether ;  »  and  preferable  un- 
doubtedly it  would  be  in  many  respects  than  to  give  a 
mutilated  account  of  objects  of  such  surpassing  loveliness, 
that  they  deserve  a  better  fate  than  to  be  so  anatomized 
as  I  feel  obliged  to  dissect  them,  but  that  such' of  my 
countrymen  as  can  estimate  ^  and  are  in  search  of  the 
beauties  of  nature ,  combined  with  the  remains  of  art ,  in 
which  this  country  is  so  prolific  ,  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  contemplating  the  whole  subject  in  its  majestic 
perfection,  I  shall  briefly  draw  the  attention  of  my  readers 
to  this  short  tour,  and  recommend  the  pedestrian  to  in- 
spect the  objects  it  embraces. 

The  steam -boat,  the  most  delightful  of  all  convey- 
ances transported  my  sons,  two  young  friends ,  and  myself 
to  Bingen,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Mr.  Ackermann  ,  an  English  gentleman  resi- 
ding on  a  part  of  the  hill  on  which  the  ruins  of  Klopp 
castle    still   defy   the  contest  of  the  elements   and  tell  the 
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tale  of  former  times,  and  to  whom  a  considerable  part 
of  the  vineyard  appertains.  Nothing  can  hardly  surpass 
in  splendour  the  prospect  from  a  summer-house  built  on 
the  upper  part  of  this  charming;  spot.  With  tbis  g^entle- 
man  vfe  surreyed  the  ruins  of  the  once  renowned  Klopp, 
with  the  history  of  which  I  have  already  made  my  readers 
acquainted.  This  fine  estate  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Faber, 
a  highly  respectable  solicitor  of  Mentz  ,  and  T<rbo  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  ruins  stand  has  built  a  very 
commodious  house ,  with  every  convenience  for  making 
the  excellent  wine  grown  upon  his  vineyard.  I  bear  this 
beautiful  estate  is  to  be  sold:  nothing  but  its  distance 
from  his  general  residence ,  I  should  think ,  could  induce 
any  individual  possessing  such  a  property  to  dispose  of 
it ,  for  it  is  of  matchless  beauty. 

Having  descended  from  the  castle,  yte  proceeded  to  the 
banks  of  the  river ,  and  in  a  boat  hired  for  the  purpose 
were  conveyed  past  the  Bingen  rocks ,  protruding  their 
rugged  heads  above  the  surface  of  the  stream  and  rendering 
angry  the  waters  of  the  Ahine  by  the  opposition  to  its 
passage.  Passing  Asmanshausen  on  the  one  side  and 
castle  Rhinestein,  (the  summer  residence  of  the  prince 
of  Prussia  as  before  observed)  on  the  other,  we  landed 
near  Trechlingshausen  and  the  ruins  of  Sonneck  and  pro- 
ceeded directly  up  the  valley  from  which  the  querulous 
mountain  rivulet ,  denominated  the  Morgenbach,  and  from 
which  the  valley  has  its  name ,  disemboges  its  waters 
into  the  bosom,  of  old  father  Rhine. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  convey  to  Iny  readers  an  idea 
of  the  surpassing  magnificence  of  the  Felsenthal,  the  pas- 
toral sweetness  of  Lorsbach ,  the  verdant  freshness  of  the 
valley  of  Fischbaoh,  and  the  enchanting  loveliness  of  the 
vale  of  Aar,  each  possessing  such  a  rare  combinatioA  of 
charms ,  the  richest  gifts  of  nature ,  that  on  surveying 
each  I  fancied  its  counterpart  could  not  be  found;  in  this 
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sequestered  spot  thong^h,  the  maiestieally  wild  and  romantic 
yie  iTitli  the  pastoral  atid  sylvan  sweetness  of  each  enu- 
merated vale.  Stupendous  rocks  erect  their  gijfantic  forms 
ahove  the  wanderer's  head,  the  rushing  stream  ejects  its 
silver  waters  o'er  many  a  flinty  mass,  and  form  the  hundred 
water  -  falls  encountered  in  his  passage  through  this  rale 
of  beauty  and  enchantment.  The  traveller,  the  extent  of 
whose  appetite  for  the  majestic  in  nature  can  alone  feel 
satisfied  in  cataracts  sftupendous  as  those  of  Niagara,  must 
not  visit  the  Liliputian  falls  of  the  Morgenhach  ^  the  most 
extensive  of  the  same  not  exceeding  an  altitude  of  twenty 
two  feet ,  but  my  readers  may  judge  of  their  beauty  when 
informed,  that  no  lesS  than  fourteen  artists  were  at  one 
time  residing  in  the  small  village  of  Trechlingshausen 
during  the  past  summer ,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
objects  of  this  lovely  valley  a  study  for  their  charming 
art:  but  I  find  I  am  delaying  too  long  in  a  spot  were 
are  indeed  attractions  enough  to  stay  the  beholder^s  steps 
for  ever. 

The  contents  of  a  basket  conveyed  by  a  boy  from  Mr. 
Ackermann's  proved  to  us  here  most  acceptable ,  and  con- 
vinced us ,  that  if  in  Bingen  they  can  boast  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  most  celebrated  stream  of  water,  it  fails 
them  not  in  a  proportionate  abundance  of  excellent  wine, 
and,  that  they  are  proud  of  the  one  and  prize  the  latter, 
is  as  little  to  be  wondered  at,  as  is  the  liberality  with 
which  they  dispense  the  juice  of  the  grape  to  their 
friends;  the  following  anecdote  is  so  characteristic  of  the 
people  of  Bingen  that  I  cannot  avoid  imparting  it. 

One  of  the  officers  of  government,  having,  with  several 
of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  to  inspect  some  public 
work  carrying  on  in  the  neighbourhood,  found  occasion  for 
the  use  of  a  pencil  to  make  a  memorandum  in  his  note-book, 
requested  any  one  of  the  gentlemen  present  to  favour  him 
with  the.  loan  of  his  ' —  not  a  pencil  was  in  the  possessioa 
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of  the  parly  —  Shortly  after  on  their  takiog^  some  re- 
freshment f  the  same  indiTidual  was  relieTed  from  a  de- 
lemma  which  inability  to  extract  a  cork  from  a  bottle 
wine  had  caused  him ,  by  the  offer  of  a  corkscrew  from 
each  member  of  the  company:  those  who  witb  so  mnch 
hospitality  dispense  the  Qood  thin(;8  of  this  life  to  otbers, 
may  be  excused  for  indnljjping  a  little  in  tbe  luxuries 
with  which  providence  has  blest  them. 

At  tbe  conclusion  of  the  valley  we  ascended  a  steep  hill 
to  our  left,  part  of  the  chain  of  mountains  denominated  the 
Uundsriicken ,  or  dogs  -  back ,  and  presently  enjoyed  one 
of  the  loveliest  views  to  be  conceived,  in  tbe  prospect 
of  the  Rhine,  Asmanshausen ,  and  the  vine  -  clad  hills 
beyond  it,  seen  between  the  sloping  sides  of  two  verdant 
mountains.  Passing  through  the  woods  we  soon  arrived 
at  the  ElUen  height ,  a  rustic  pavilion ,  built  on  the 
identical  spot  where  in  1825  the  princess  royal  of  Prussia 
dined  with  her  husband  the  crown -prince,  on  her  first 
visiting  the  Rhine  provinces;  this  circumstances  (tboughnot 
^ut7e  so  interesting  as  the  recollection  of  the  deeds  of  the 
great  Napoleon),  is,  in  as  much  as  it  evinces  tbe  good  feel- 
iog  of  the  inhabitants  interesting  to  all  the  parties 
concerned.  Descending  from  this  eminence  we  soon  reached 
the  beautiful  new  road  now  making  by  the  government  of 
Prussia  ;  one  would  imagine  the  surveyor  had  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  Mac  Adam  so  completely  has  he  adopted 
the  system  of  this  master  of  road -makers.  This  .commu- 
nication is  formed  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  ascending 
the  lofty,  hill  of  the  present  road  to  Triers,  and  is  like 
all  the  works  undertaken  by  this  government  moist  ex- 
cellently finished. 

We  arrived  most  opportunely  at  Binge n  to  .avoid  a 
wetting  from  a  smart  shower  of  rain  which  descended  im- 
mediatety  on  our  arrival,  and  to  partake  of  an  excellent 
dinner  provided  at  the  hospitable  board  of  Mr.  Ackermann, 
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the  pleasure  of  whose  society ,  combined  vfiih  the  quality 
of  whose  54  almost  caused  me  to  forg^et  I  had  still  a 
journey  to  make  to  Greuznach. 

The  inns  most  to  be  recommended  heire  are  the  White 
horse  facing  the  Rhine,' an  excellent  house,  and  the  Giant 
in  the  town,  also  a  very  good,  and  well  conducted  inn. 

The  valley  of  the  Nahe  from  hence  to  Greuznach  I 
have  already  described  ,  the  loveliness  of  the  scene  ad- 
mits of  a  repeated  inspection ,  but  not  description.  Fa- 
tigued with  our  journey  I  retired  immediately  to  rest  on 
iour  arrival ,  and  when  quietly  on  my  roost  was  visited 
by  my  good  friend  Mr.  Fellner^  and  arranged  with  him 
to  commence  early  in  the  morning  an  excursion  of  a 
couple  of  days  in  the  surrounding  country.  After  an 
early  breakfast  we  started  in  pursuance  of  this  arrrange- 
ment  for  Rhinegraffenstein ,  and  at  the  farm  near  to  the 
same,  before  described,  as  the  Kuhberg,  met  my  respected 
friend  Dr.  B —  of  Alzey. 

Again  I  surreyed  with  astonishment  the  remains  of 
this  wonderful  work  of  ingenuity  and  defence  ,  again  I 
visited  the  minstrel's  home  and  longed  for  the  crackling 
faggot  on  his  forsaken  hearth  to  dry  my  drenched  ap- 
parel, being  wet  to  the  skin  by  a  «pitiless  pelting  rain» 
before  we  reached  the  shelter  of  th^  once  proud  Grafen- 
Stein.  Descending  from  the  rock  we  crossed  the  lovely 
Nahe  by  the  ferry  of  Ebernburg,  and  having  expelled  the 
cold  by  a  glass  of  excellent  wine  in  the  (for  Germany) 
comfortable  cottage  of  a  peasant,  we  ascended  the  rock  of 
Ebernburg,  retnod  the  hallowed  soil  of  liberty ,  and  again 
explored  each  nook  and  corner  of  the  home  of  Sickingen. 
It  now  cleared  up  a  little  and  enabled  us  to  enjoy  our 
walk  to  Bingarth,  where  beiog  arrived^  we  visited  the 
hdtel  of  the  village ,  having  some  similarity  with  that  of 
Oberhof  on  the  Lahn.  Our  hard  fare ,  (for  the  eggs  were 
as  darable   as  bullets),    caused  us  the  more  to   enjoy  the 


jj22  THE  TAUNUJI. 

hospitalitj  of  Mr,  Gunther,  a  gentleman  residing^  here, 
and  on  whom,  thougli  a  perfect  stranger  I  took  the  liberty 
of  calling.  The  reception  of  his  —  but  I  bare  had  so  many 
occasions  to  praise  the  fair  of  this  hospitable  land  ,  that  I 
fancj  my  readers  must  imagirfe  me  in  love  with  erery 
charming  woman  I  chanced  to  meet  with  —  suffice  it  sbt 
augmented  the  number  of  such  beings  as  the  reader  will 
find  described  in  this  work  at  Uolzapfel. 

llr.  Giinther  from  a  love  for   antiquity,    and  from  ad* 
miration   of  the    character  of  the  noble  Sickingen  has  be* 
come  the  purchaser  of  his  castle  walls ,   and   purposes   to 
reerect  a   couple  of  rooms  in  the  strict  architectural  xStyle 
of  the  once  celebrated    fortress.     To  preserve  the  recol- 
lection  of  the  trulxf  great  that  nobility  of  soul  may  among 
men  become  hereditary,  is  unbought  patriotism ,  and  eyery 
friend  of  his  country  ,    every  lover  of  that  holy  cause  ,    of 
which   the   noble  Sickingen  was   so  renowned  a   defender, 
and  for  which  he  died,    must  award  this   genlJeman   their 
best  thanks    for   his  intentions.     With  him  and  a   fine  old 
forest -master,    a  German  of  the  olden  times  ^    (a  eon^pli- 
ment  to  any  man,)  we  were  attended  to  the  Lemherg  a  lofty 
mountain  ,    only  a  few  feet  less  in  altitude  than  its  neigh- 
bour the   Donnersberg,    already    so   fully   described.      On 
our  way   we   passed  the    castle   of  Montfort ,    thought   In- 
vincible in   the   time   of  the  Club   law ,    but    destroyed  in 
the  year  1436,  having  been  the  resort  of  one  of  the  most 
determined  robbei;, knights  of  the  age,  itHans  of  the  gloar,» 
so  called  from  a  horrid  squint  which  rendered  more  fright- 
ful the   face  of  this   monster ;    the   situation   of  the  ruins 
on  a  -ledge  of  almost  inaccessible  rock  is  romantic  in  the 
extreme. 

In  the  coprse  of  conversation  my  companion  who  at 
little  tire  in  relating  as  I  in  listening  to  the  account  of 
Ebernbnrg ,  informed  me  that  when  the  noble  Siehin^n , 
contending  against  his  mighty   enemies  in  upholding  the 
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cause  of  «  <;iTil  and  religious  liberty  »  (not  as  noble  Bnrdet 
did  and  does),  sa  gloriously  fell,  Le  exclaimed  in  the 
bitterness  of  disappointed  bopes  «>ybere  are  now  my  friends ! 
where  is  Arnberg ,  (Robert  of  Mark)  Fiirstenberg,  Horn, 
and  the  Swiss ,  who  have  promised  so  much  and  perform 
so  little !  »  When  Luther  was  informed  of  this  lamented 
event  he  exclaimed  in  the  depth  of  his  afiliction :  « The 
.Lord  is  just ,  bat  wonderful  in  his  ways ,  he  wills  it  not 
that  the  truth  of  his  Gospel  shall  be  established  by  the 
sword.  » 

Arrived  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  Lemberg  Che  view» 
which  had  been  till  now  veiled  from  observation  by  the 
sarrx)unding  .trees,  here  burst  upon  the  sight  ^  greedy  at 
once  to  encompass  the  whole  of  the  magic  scene  which  in 
the  most  splendid  garb  of  nature  is  spread  before  you. 
Inspiration  to  paint  this  scene  were  requisite ,  nor  pea , 
nor  pencil  can  do  justice  to  its  harmony  of  .beauty.  The 
lovely  stream  winding  its  silvery  course  through  a  valley 
of  matchless  charms ;  rocks,  vineyards,  hills.,  dales ,  and 
fruitful  plains ;  towns ,  villages  and  farms ,  the  ruined 
cloister  and  the  castle's  walls,  majestic  forests  and  sylvan 
groves ,  and  all  surveyed  'from  a  projectiog  rodk  some 
hundred  feet  above  the  valley  of  the  Nahe  —  would  that 
imagination  could  but  embody,  language  could  but  paint 
the  beauties  of  this  spot; 

Amid  these  various  objects,  (in  a  historical  point  of 
view)  jone  .of  the  most  interesting  is  the  mouldering  re- 
mains of  the  once  strong  castle  of  Bockelheim ,  where 
for  a  considerable  period  Henry  the  fourth ,  Emiperor  of 
Gemany  was  confined*  In  the  distanee  the  trifling  re- 
mains of  the  enchanting  castle  Dhaun  are  also  to  be  seeni 
this  vestage  of. the  lovely  and  sublime,  this,  once  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  valley  of  the  Nahe ,  built  in 
the  purest,  in  the  most  classic  ntyle  of  Italian  architecture^ 
than  which  hardly   any  thing  In  Germany  was  equal  to  it.) 
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\xm9  duringr  the  doinioion  of  the  French  sold  to  Mr.'  toi 
liecum  of  Creuxnach  ,  ivho  Vandal-like  demolished  it  fir 
the  timber,  with  which,  as  a  monament  to  perpetuate  hit 
good  taste  he  barbarously  disfigfurcd  the  ruins  of  KautseB- 
berff  castle  by  the  erection  of  agricultural  buildings. 

The  whole  of  this  hill  contains  iron  and  silver  ore 
and  in  former  times  many  mines  were  here  worked.  From 
Mr.  Giinther  (who  is  inspector  of  the  mines  at  Ober- 
moschel  haviojr  obtained  an  order  to  survey  the  same,) 
we  were  not  allowed  to  depart  without  again  partaking 
of  the  hospitable  cheer  of  his  amiable  lady.  This  truly 
is  the  land  of  good  feeliug. 

Late  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Obermoschei,   sup- 
ped  and   slept   most   comfortably   at   the  inu  kepV.  \iy  Jfr. 
Schumacher  and  in  the  morning  departed  for  NiedermoscViel 
Here  we  presented  our  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Hat- 
ser,  the  mine  inspector,  a  well-informed  person,  who  in  & 
residence    of    six    years    in    South   America   in    a   similar 
oflice,    had  made  himself  so  perfectly  master  of  his  busi- 
ness as  to  prove  a  most    useful    and    valuable    acquisition 
to  Mess"  Mancur  andC^.,  the  purchasers  of  this  mine,  of  the 
King  of  Bavaria,  and  of  several  other  mines  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood  and   in    Nassau.      Here  too  I  met  with  a  coun- 
tryman   who    since    some   months    has   been    employed  in 
the  erection  of  the  new  English  laboratory  for  the  extrsc- 
tiou  of  the  quicksilver.     This  laboratory  has  nine  retorts, 
each  when  in  work  will  contain  300  pound  of  ore,      the 
metal  passing  from  the  retort  through  a  cylinder,    three- 
parts  full  of  water,  and  from  thence  into  an  iron  cistem. 
In  the  old  laboratory  there  were  40  retorts,  each  containing 
tSO  pounds  of  ore  and  from  which  the  metal  was  received 
in    earthen    vessels    attached   to    the    end    of   the    retort* 
from  which ,    evaporation  only  was   prevented  by    closing 
the  edges  of  the  retort  with  moistened  clay ;  thns  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  qoicksilver  was  lost,  and  the  poison- 
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ous   influence  of   the  evaporation    was  highly  injurious  to 
the  men. 

We  descended  into  the  mine  about' 800  feet  deep  from 
the  summit  of  the  hill  from  which  already  the  Romans 
extracted  the  precious  metal,  but  which  since  500  years 
has  been  but  little  worked.  The  mighty  caverns  of  the 
mine  9  excavated  many  hundred  years  back  arc  awfully 
grand ,  and  it  is  thought  by  all  com(>etent  judges  that  my 
enterprising  countrymen  will  be  amply  remunerated  for 
the  employment  of  their  capital ,  and  the  application  of 
their  talent  and  industry.  On  the  hill  opposite  to  that  at 
present  worked ,  they  are  about  to  sink  a  shaft  in  the 
anticipation  of  a  valuable  result,  the  peasants  at  work  on 
the  surface  of  the  hill  often  ploughing  up  small  pieces 
of  ore.  In  these  districts  are  found  crystalized ,  horn , 
and  maiden  quicksilver,  pure  silver,  copper,  iron,  lead, 
and  cinnabar. 

On  the  very  summit  of  this  hill  which  much  resembles 
a  honeycomb  in  its  subterranean  passages ,  caverns  etc. , 
stands  the  remains  of  the  fine  old  castle  Landsberg.  It 
is  supposed  to  have  been  built  about  1112  by  a  celebrated 
robber  knight ,  and  to  have,  after  the  death  of  the  knight, 
(assassinated  by  one  of  his  own  retainers  at  the  instigation 
of  a  powerful  noble,  whose  wife  he  had  carried  off,  and 
kept  confined  in  his  castle ) ,  come  into  the  possession  of 
the  Bishop  of  Worms ,  in  whose  hands  it  remained , 
till  in  1239  presented  by  Bishop  Eberhard  to  Count 
Gerlach  of  Yeldenz.  In  1271  Conrad  of  Landsberg  took 
forcible  possession  of  it,  and  to  convince  the  Bishop  of 
his  determination  to  retain  it ,  named  it  after  his  own 
family.  There  is  not  much  of  historical  interest  connected 
with  the  castle ,  if  we  except  the  noble  defence  made  by 
the  Pfalzgraf  Lewis  von  Yeldenz,  surnamed  the  «black»  , 
who  being  involved  in  a  war  with  his  cousin  the  Elector 
Frederick  the  first,    the  latter  after  storming  the  fortified 

40 
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Tillage  of  Hoschel  laid  siege  to  the  castle   directly    abon 
the  Tillage.      This  took  place  in  1471  ,    and  tlie  defence 
of  the  castle  ivas   considered  at  that  time    as  one    of  the' 
most  noble  and  Taliant  achicTements  of  the  day,   for  after 
a  most  protracted  and  obstinate  siege,  a  siege   in  which, 
reduced  almost  to  starTation,    the  braTe  defenders  of  the 
fort    had  exhausted   the  vrhole    of  their  proTision  and  con- 
sumed CTery  liring  animal  in  the  place,  they  unexpectedly 
made   one    night   a   sally  from  the  castle ,    totally  defeated 
the  Elector,    (hourly    dreaming  of  the   surrender    of  the 
fortress,   and  little  anticipating  such  a  desperate  act),  and 
obliged  him  to  retire ,    discomfited  and  disgraced.     To  the 
French ,  the  loTcrs  of  the  picturesque  are  indehfed  for  the 
contemplation    of  the   ruins    of  Landsberg  —^  in   1(>^7    it 
boired  its  towering  head;    such  acts  reflect  not  konoar  on 
a  great  nation. 

We   now   Tisited  Odernheim  a  Tcry  neat  town  with  a 
handsome   bridge    across   the   river   IVahe,    and   ascending 
the  lofty  hill  on  which  are  the  still  magnificent  rains   of 
the  monastery  Disibodus  enjoyed  one   of  the  most   superb 
Tiews  this  country  (so  rich  in  landscape  seenery)   affords. 
These  ruins   completely  occupy   the    whole   surface  of  the 
extensive  plain  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain,    and  were 
of  such  magnitude  that  it  is  reported  the  mild  and  peace'' 
able  Bishops  6f  Mentz  maintained  an  armed  force  of  500 
men  at  arms ,  (independent  of  holy  fathers)  in  this  edifice 
dcToted  to  pious,  and  yet  to  militant  purposes.     The  sides 
of  the   mountain   on   which  these   ruins  rest   are  elotked 
with  the  most  luxuriant  grapes,  producing* the  finest  wines: 
truly   were  these   anchorites  most   excellent  jadges    as  to 
situations  best  adapted  for  the  erection  of  their  abodes  of 
abstinence  and    rigid   mortification.      This    monastery    was 
founded  by  Disibodus,  a  native  of  the  «  emerald  isle  »   who 
is  reported  with  two  or  three  companions  to  haTe  first  built 
himself  a  hermitage  here,    and  afterwards  by  decrees  to 
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Ifi  have  laid    the    foundation    of  the    magnificent    monastery 
4  irhich  bears  his  name. 

4  Our  way  led  through  Staudernheim,  a  well-built  clean 

m  and  excellently  pared  village,  being  one  of  the  number  of 
t  those,  in  this  country,  belonging  (with  Meissenheim)  to  the 
f  Landgraf  of  Hessen-IIomburg  and  before  mentioned  in  my 
work  treating  of  the  estates  of  that  prince.  Here  we  took 
some  refreshment  and  had  the  high  gratification  of  hearing* 
confirmed  by  the  schoolmaster  of  the  place,  taking  his  glas» 
of  wine  with  mine  host,  the  high  character  of  the  late,  and 
of  and  present  prince  of  Homburg,  and  of  the  widow  of 
the  former ,  our  much  respected  princess  Elizabeth,  of  all 
whom  I  had  in  Homburg  heard  so  many  delightful  anec- 
dotes. 

Passing  through  Waldbockenheim ,  we  inspected  the 
beautiful  new  church ,  than  which ,  no  modern  erection 
we  had  seen  during  the  whole  of  our  pedestrian  tours^  had 
afforded  me  so  exquisite  an  enjoyment.  The  service  of 
Catholic  and  Protestant  worship  are  alternately  here  per- 
formed; here  religious  persecution,  religious  animosity 
are  alike  unknown,  and  here  the  creature  worships  the 
creator  according  to  that  creed  in  which  he  has  been  in- 
structed and  in  perfect  harmony  with  his  brother  of  quite 
a  different  faith :  this  is  true  Christianity !  Good  govern- 
meut,  conciliation,  and  the  -abolition  of  tithe  and  church 
imposts  might  impart  a  like  measure  of  joy  to  gladden  the 
soil  of  wretched  Ireland. 

Before  arriving  at  the  castle  of  Sponheim ,  we  were 
overtaken  by  a  smart  shower  of  rain,  which  rather  damped 
our  ardour,  till  in  the  contemplation  of  the  wild  scenery 
enclosing  it  in  its  flinty  embrace,  for  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  deep  and  narrow  valley  by  which  it  is  surrounded, 
(a  lovely  stream  flowing  through  the  same),  rocks  rise 
almost  perpendicularly  as  high  as  the  castle's  walls ,  we 
felt  such  a  measure  of  delight  as  quite  revived  our  flagging 
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spirits.     The  tower  of  this  fomerlj  majestic  fortresivC      ^^ 
a  fiupr   state   of  prescrration  than  the    ^reneralitj  ofn^       ^ 
roins,  and  is  in  its  pecaliar  architectare  deserving  of  not 
OdIv  PODnrctcd  vrith  the  history  of  the  family  of  Sponhei 
of  uhich  much  has  been  said  in  my  account   of  Greazsa^ 
is  this   memento   of  departed   greatness    of  any    historic 
interest  —  like  its  once  powerful  lord  it  has  sunk  in  tl 
lap  of  ohlivion.      Passing  through  Mandel^     whose   castlJ 
it  was  now  too  dark  to  inspect,    we  after   a   walk  of  fivi] 
or  six   miles  from   Sponheim  arrived  at  Grenznach  ,     and] 
rested   our  weary  limbs  beneath  the  wings  of  the    golden 
Kagle. 

All  that  was  wanting  in  this  hathin^  plmce ,    which  is 
risinj;   daily   so    much   in   pnUie  ettimation  9  Yiaift  \>eeii    an 
excellent    bath-establishment    of  superior    accommodation 
for  8trnn(;ers  of  distinction  Tisiting  the  town  ;  this  is  about 
to  be  cflfcctcd  t1irou{][li  the  pnblie  spirit  and  entcrprizc  of 
BIr.  Fcllner,  who  is  making  arrangements  for  the  erection 
of  a  handsome  building  embracing  all  tbe  desired  objects ; 
for   aHbou(;li  there  are   several  excellent  intis ,    especially 
tbe  goldene  Adler,   tbe  Ppilzerhof,  the  deutsche  Hans  etc. 
yet   they  severally  are  too  distant  to   answer   the  wishes 
and  the  wants  of  tbe  invalid. 

The  waters  of  this  spring  should  not  by  any  means  be 
used ,  (Ibc  strength  of  the  bath  being  regulated  according 
to  the  nature  and  stage  of  tbe  patient's  disease ,  hy  tbe 
addition  of  Salinas)  without  the  advice  of  a  professional 
man.  It  therefore  is  adviseable  that  invalids  skould  con- 
sult a  medical  practioner  before  commencing  to  bathe, 
and  which  is  most  clearly  demonstrated  in  Dr.  Prieger's 
medical  work,  in  which,  with  tbe  analysis  of  the  waters, 
be  enters  most  copiously  into  tbe  peculiar  qualities  and 
healing  effects  of  the  spring. 

While  I  paid  a  visitto   tbe  «laughter-lovingpoet»  Kauf- 
maun  and  perambulated  with  him  the  wretched  paved  streets 
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it  Crenznach  (this  on^ht  to  be  remedied) ,  my  sons  visited 

le  castle  of  Kautzenberg  of  irhicb    I    heard    a  historical 

scdote  that  I  yentnre  to  introduce  in  my   notices ,    as  I 

r^^lmagine   it   may  be   interesting   to   my  conntrymen.      The 

l^viitone  lion  placed  over  one  of  the  entrances  to  the   castle 

^o  perpetuate  the  recollection  of  the  brave  and  loyal  Mort, 

lir  whose  noble  conduct  is  recorded  in  my  history  of  Greuz- 

t  nach  y  was  hardly  more  deserving  of  such  a  memento  than 

i    the  act  of  my  brave  countrymen  in  the  thirty  years  war , 

I     when  under  the  command  of  the  great  Gustavus  of  Sweden 

they  mainly  contributed  to  the  capture  of  this,  then  mighty 

fortress  —  thus  the  anecdote  is  related. 

The  siege  of  Kautzenberg  castle ,  it  seems ,  was  alike 
honoarable  to  both  parties ,  for  such  was  the  strength  of 
the  place  from  its  commanding  position ,  that  although 
garrisoned  by  only  600  old  soldiers  ,  (Germans ,  Burgun- 
dians,  and  Walloons)  they  bid  defiance  to  the  whole  power 
of  Gustavus  f  and  it  cost  the  great  and  glorious  hing  four- 
teen days  and  the  lives  of  many  of  his  best  soldiers  ere  he 
conld  compel  the  weak  garrison  to  surrender.  During 
this  short  but  bloody  encounter  the  English  volunteers 
greatly  distinguished  themselves ,  and  from  their  advanced 
position  suffered  more  in  proportion  to  their  numbers  than 
any  of  the  besiegers,  and  particularly  among  the  officers, 
many  of  noble  birth.  The  loss  in  the  king's  army  was 
very  great,  the  king  himself  often  being  in  the  greatest 
danger;  a  private  soldier  close  to  his  majesty  was  shot 
through  the  head  and  in  his  fall  causing  Gustavus  also  to 
fall,  it  produced  the  utmost  despair  among  his  troops  till 
they  were  assured  of  his  safety  by  his  rising  from  the 
ground  and  leading  them  forward  to  a  fresh  charge. 

The  young  lord  Graven,  who  commanded  the  British 
volunteers  greatly  distingiiished  himself  by  his  determined 
valour  and  presence  of  mind ,  while  nothing  conld  exceed 
the  cool  intrepidity  of  Lieut:    Golone)  Douglas    who  led 


630  'TBE  TAUNUS. 

on  the  300  bniTe  Scots.  The  i^hole  of  the  English 
auxiliaries  were  under  arms  the  two  last  nights  of  the 
siege  under  the  town  walls,  and  so  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  castle  that  not  a  single  officer  escaped  i^ithoat  a 
wound.  Lord  Craven  was  seyerelj  wounded  in  the  hip 
from  a  pike ;  Sir  Francis  Vane ,  brother  of  Iiord  West- 
moreland received  a  musket  ball  in  the  hip  joint ,  the 
brave  Gapt:  Masham  was  seriously  injured  from  a  huge 
stone  ball ,  and  Lord  Talbot  (who,  stood  close  to  Lord 
CraTcn  at  the  time)  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball. 

On  the  capture  of  the  place,  such  was  tbe  king's 
admiration  of  the  noble  conduct  of  the  brave  defenders 
of  the  castle ,  that  when  recommended  to  grant  them  no 
quarter  for  their  obstinate  defence  of  the  place ,  and  for 
the  scTcre  loss  they  had  caused  in  his  army,  be  replied: 
c  the  faith  we  come  to  defend  enjoins  mercy  as  an  attri- 
bute of  God ,  and  the  most  delightful  perogatiye  of  roy- 
alty is  clemency,  its  most  exalted  power  is  the  ability  to 
reward  merit,*  and  true  to  his  precept,  he  had  bis  whole 
military  power  drawn  out  to  receive  the  brave  old  fellows, 
as,  with  their  arms  and  the  honours  of  war,  tbey  march- 
ed out  of  the  place  they  had  so  nobly  defended.  Co- 
lonel Ramsay  was  appointed  governor  of  the  castle,  which 
on  account  of  its  extreme  strength  the  king  denominated 
the  «  Devil's  home. »  In  the  fort ,  on  its  capture  was 
found  1000  loads  of  corn ,  c^OO  Casks  of  Rhine -wine, 
(but  not  a  pound  of  powder),  this  was  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  Swedish  army. 

From  Crenznach  we  departed  for  Planig,  a  spot  ren- 
dered celebrated  as  having  been  one  of  those  places 
where  for  a  lengthened  period  the  Roman  legions  quar- 
tered ,  and  where  many  antiquarian  remains  have  been 
at  different  times  found.  From  thence  we  proceeded  to 
Ingelheim ,  a  small  town  on  the  road  from  Ments  to 
Bingen ,     and   where  some   of  the  best   red  wine  of  tbe 


MENTZ.  Q31 

country  is.  grown.  Here  Charles  the  great  had  his  mag- 
nificent palace ,  part  of  the  walls  of  which  are  still 
standing ,  its  granite  pillars  were  removed  to  Heidel- 
herg  and  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  once  ce- 
lebrated ,  now  ruined  castle  of  that  most  lovely  place ; 
one  of  these  pillars  occupies  a  situation  opposite  to  the 
residence  of  the  highly  respected  governor.  General  Miif- 
ling,  on  the  Thier-marht  in  M entz ,  and  serves  as  a 
fountain  for  the  supply  of  excellent  water  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town. 

I  experienced  the  most  delightful  sensations,  (such 
as  we  feel  when  meeting  with  an  old  friend, )  when  once 
more  within  the  venerable  walls  of  JHentz,  and  surveying 
from  my  ivindow ,  ( high  above  the  town ) ,  the  wide 
extended  prospect  before  me ,  imagination  transported  me 
with  feelings  of  extreme  satisfaction  o'er  the  different 
scenes  I  have  here  endeavoured  to  describe ;  and  great 
as  ever  must  be  my  own  gratification  in  the  retrospect  > 
should  my  efforts  to  delineate  its  beauties  have  afforded 
any  amusement  to  my  readers  in  general,  and  my  descrip- 
tion of  the  Baths  of  Nassau  have  proved  in  particular 
useful  to  my  countrymen,  this  gratification  will  be  doubly 
enhanced ,  and  I  shall  have  no  cause  to  regret  having 
made  them  acquainted  with  «the  Taunus. » 
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Aar,  irale  of.     67. 

Adolpbseck,  castle,  and  Saw.    40. 

AKricuUure.     'i73. 

AUence.  valley  of,     435. 

Alt- Bamberg  caslle,  Saw  of  the  same. 

437. 
Altkooig,    Us    stone    defences.      Rando 

kinf;  of  the  Allemannen.     557. 
Alaey.     403. 
Ardeck  ,  castle  of,     75. 
Arnstein,  its  church  and  monastery.  136. 

Spoliation,    and  monuments.     138. 

Pious  male  and  female  nobles.  140. 

A  musical  temptation.    142. 
Asmanshausen.    290. 

B. 

Dardiiinstein,  its  castle  and  chnrch.  110. 
Hebrew  devotion  and  emancipation. 

111. 
Biberich ,  iU  palace ,    scenery  etc.     12. 

14. 
Ringen  ,  Gemulhlichkeit  and  hospita- 
lity. 617. 
Bingen.  Aborigines  of  Germany.  De- 
feat of  llie  Romans  by  the  Ciiii- 
hrians.  War  between  the  natives 
and  the  Romans.     471. 

Julius  Cesar  enters  Gaul.     177. 

Romans  establish  themselves  on  the 
Rhine.     479- 

Drusus  appointed  to  command  the 
Roman  legions.     480. 

Erection  of  the   fifty  castles.    481. 

Death    of  Drusus ,   funeral   honours , 
the  legions  erect    the  Eichelstein. 
482. 

Hermann  takes  the  command  of  the 
Germans.     482. 

Total  defeat  of  Yarns,     484. 

Germanicus  advances  on  Germany , 
captures  Hermann^s  wife ,  and  is 
totally  defeated  by  Hermann.    486. 

Death  of  Hermann.    488. 

The  migration  of  the  Huns  and  other 
barbarous  nations.     489. 

Fall  of  Rome.   A  watery  grave.   491. 

The  Bingen  rocks.    The  Morgenthal. 
618. 


Bingen  celebrated  for  its  wtoe  and 
hospitality.     495. 

Bdckelheim  castle.     623. 

Braubach.  An  excellent  pastor;  the 
clergy  in  general,  reform  in  tha 
church;  tithe,  Ireland.     160* 


G. 

Castel  opposite  Moots,  reBaemeaL    it.- 
Caub.     A  second  Tilly.     202. 

Slato   mines ,    wines.     Russians    on 
the  Rhine.     212. 
Commerberg  castle.     21S. 
Creuznach.     Antiquities,   Heidenmauer 
etc.    444 

Valley  of  the  Nahe.     447. 
Rheingrafenstoin.      A  wandering   me- 
lodist.    448. 
Francis  von  Sickingen.     450. 
The  Saline.     452. 
Rautzenberg  castle.     455.     465. 
The  Drama.    457. 
Historical  of  Creutsnach.     461. 
Analysis  of  the  spring,  for  what  com- 
plaints applicable.    464. 
Projected  new  bathing  establishment 

628. 
Dr.  Prieger*s    work  on    the   baths    of 
Creuznach.     628. 
Gronenburg- castle    and    country.    572. 

D. 

Dannenfels  ,    a    pious  king.     A  correct 
historian.     408. 
A  second  Rothschild.  A  vacant  throne. 

414. 
The  Romans.  Fidelity  and  Romanes. 
415. 
Dausnau,  antiquity  of.    Situation,    inn. 

145. 
Deren,  castle  of    Gem  of  the  Emerald 

isle.    93. 
Dhaun  caste.    Scenery  of  the  Nahe.  623* 
Dicthenbergen.     614. 
Diclhkirchen.    Beautiful  situation.     89. 
Diets.   Ghas.  Bannister.    A  bear.     Peni- 
tentiary.   78. 
Dinkholder,  situation,  spring,  analysis. 
178.  ' 
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I'asloral  enjoyments .  recollection  of 
youth.    179. 

Celibacy ,  pro  and  con.     180. 
Dissibadus,    monastery,    situation,    mi- 
litant uses.     626' 

E. 

Eberbach ,    situation,     former    magnifi- 
cence and,  riches.     226> 
'     As    penitentiary    and   lunatic  asylum. 
228.' 
Church  and  monuments.     233. 
Ebernburg,  the  Nahc,  the  Saline,  Bri- 
tish feeling.     440* 
Francis  of  Sickingen.    Martin  Luther. 
622. 
Ehrenfels  ,  situation ,  history.     495. 
Ellfelt.   Roman  remains.     502. 
Ems ,  situation ,    possession  by  the  Ro- 
mans, the  wife  of  Germanicus.    147. 
Nature  and  quality  of  the  waters.  148. 
The  spring  as  bath,  and  for  drinking. 

151. 
Analysis  of  the  springs.     151' 
Antiquities,     history,     natural     pro- 
ductions.    153. 
Walks  in  the  neighbourhood.     153. 
Epstein,    lovely  and  romantic  scenery. 

579 

Resuscitation.  Saw  of  the  castle.    580. 

A  subject  of  magnitude.    581. 

Historical  of  Epstein  castle  and  fa- 
mily.    583. 

William  the  great,  liberator  of  the 
Low -lands.     584. 

Th'e  church ,  its  service ,  monuments 
^     etc.     585. 

A  lofty  approach  to  the,  church.    585. 

Different  lovely  walks  in  the  vicinity. 
586. 

The  Rossert.     586. 

Saw  of  the  Manstein,     587,    ■ 

Walterstein.    Giezla    of  Epstein    etc. 

589. 
Saw  of  the  Devil's  rock.     590. 
A    functionary     of    importance ;      an 

early  view.     592. 
Valley  of  Lorsbacb.     595. 
Rossert;  skill  of  the  Jager.     547. 
Erbach.     225. 

F. 

Fachingen,    its    spring,    for   what    dis- 
orders, analysis,  scenery.     106. 
Falkenstein  by  Creuznach.    423. 

Saw  of  the  Mordhammer ;  an  outcast. 
429. 
Falkensteiu  by  Konigsleiu.    575. 

Scenery;  Sawof  the  DeviPs  road.  575. 
Roman  works.     575* 
Fcldberg ;  Sylvan  damsels,  productions. 
559. 


Panorama  of  the  Feldberg.     561. 
Fclscnlhal,    or    valley    of   Rocks.     24b. 

264     291. 
Fischbach  ,  valley  of.     ,')86- 
Frauenstein ,     castle    of;     Saw    of    the 
Plane -tree.     16. 

G. 

Geilnau  ,    its     spring,     for    what    r.om- 
plaints  ,  analysis.     116. 
Village,  mountain  farming.     121- 

Gemuthlichkeii ,     of   the    German    cha- 
racter.    5.     119.     123. 

Georgenborn ,    -beautiful     scenery ;     of 
education.     23. 

Goar,  St.  town  of.     293.     313. 

Goarshausen ,    St.  village  ;  beautiful  si- 
tuation.    185.     241. 

Gutenfels ,  castle  of:  historical  reeordk 
etc.     198. 

H 

t 

Haose  confederation.     205. 
Uasenthal,  description  of;  Solitude.  263. 
Hochheim-    36.5. 

Flochst,    how    to    retard    the    advance- 
ment of  the  clergy.     596. 
'   Beautiful     church;    monuments     etc. 
596. 
Monumeutum    Trajani:    the    Romans 

under  Julianus.     598. 
Lines  of  defence  of  the  Taunus.    599. 
Hofheim.     594. 
Hohenfcls,  castle  of.     65- 

A  «flea  in  the  ear ;  »  A  spy.     69* 
llic  German  and  Irish  peasant ;  Eng- 
lish comfort.     72. 
Hohenstein,  its  inn :  Sir  Andrew  Agnew. 
45. 
Simplicity;  the  Nassau  soldier.     46- 
Castle,  church;    school  -  master ;  Pas- 
tor.    48. 
Historical ;    the  Uhu ;    Romance.     52. 
A  spectre;  Military  service  of  Nassau. 
54. 
Holzapfel.     The  loveliest  part  of  crea- 
tion.    122 
The  mine.     Death  of   a  miner.     125. 
Comparison  between  the  wife  of  the 
miner  and  the   wife  of  the  peasant.* 
127. 
Homburg,     approach '  to    it    from     the 
Taunus.    564. 
A  monument  to  the  brave;  curiosity 

564. 
Loyalty   and  one  of  the  best  of  prin- 
cess.      566* 
The  princess  Elizabeth;  true   mercy. 

568. 
Springs   of  Homburg.    Analysis.     569. 
Antiquities  ;  Walks   and  amusementi 
571 
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IngcUieim    il>  riiiued  palace,    wine  etc. 

nsu. 

Jiiilianiiivlierp>.  Monkism  ;  pastoral  dia- 
logue.   r.>s. 
I'jiare   nl    priiire  Melternich.     224. 


Krfl/,  llicijklle;   its  lo\el)  <iluation  etc. 

Kjlieiiellrabngen,  its  caslle.  General 
urbanity  of  manners  in  tlie  uftlrers 
tif  ({overnnienl;  hospitality;  novel 
reader.     61* 

Kaulzcnltur^;  rastle ,  situation.  Vanda- 
liMn.  4.'i7. 
Nolile  defriicc  of  the  castln  in  the 
thirty  }r:irs  war:  brave  conduct 
of  the  llnglijkh  volunteers:  magna- 
nimity of  soul  in  llie  great  Gus- 
lar us  Adolplius.     6'i9. 

Kirrhheiniboland.     404. 

Klopp  castle,    Lisluricai  records.     493> 
Magniiiccnt  prospect,    vineyards  etc. 
618. 

Konig%l«in,    description    of  the  castle; 
hi»tiiriral  notices  of  the  place;    Kc- 
clesiaNticai   persecution;    a    double 
traitor.     530. 

Kosllieini ;  gratitude  towards  a  bene- 
factor.    388. 


L. 

Lahneck    castle,    situation    and     histo- 
rical notes.     157. 
Lahn ,    the    river  j    beautiful    scenery, 

the  vines.     131« 
Laudsberg  castle ,  noble  defence.     6'i5. 
Langenau  castle.     143. 
Lauenburg    castle ,     romantic    situation 

etc.     I'ifi. 
Lemberg,  surpassing  beauty  of  scenery. 

623. 
Liraburg,    the    town,    its  situation  etc. 
89. 
German  house -wife,   Gemuthlicbkeit, 

99. 
Cathedral ;  a  lofty  promenade,  Fran- 
ciskan*s  church.     101. 
Lorch ,    church   monuments  etc.     216. 
Lorsbach,  valley  of.     593. 
I.urley    rocks;    whirlpool,    the     echo; 
saw     of   the     old     gentleman    and 
Salmon  fishery.      189. 


M., 

Mamolshcim,  valley  of;  its  spring.  573. 
Marieullial,    its  falling  church,    niouu- 
nirnts.     419. 


Martin  Luther.     316. 

Blaxburg.      Corporal      Trim:       peaceful 

artillery.     164. 
A  hero;  a  magnificent  :    Torture;  the 

horrors  of  a  keep ;    a    friend  to  Ifar 

feline  race.     166. 
A  fine  bluff  old  soldier  ;    military  dutv. 
Mentz  ,  its  fabulous  founder,     and  savr 

of  Moguntia.     319- 
Historical,  Romans  in  Mentz:   Drusus. 

Constautintf. 
Power  of  the  arcbbisliop  :   Charles  tli« 

great.    331. 
Gutenberg,    the    inventor    of   the  art 

of  printing.     334.      351.     359. 
A  militant  Archbishop.      336. 
Historical ,    during    the   French  revo- 
lution     338 
Monastic    orders ,    their    suppression. 

341. 
Origin    of   monkery ,     Saints    of    all 

sorts.     345. 
Description  of  the  town.   .349. 
The  cathedral.     356. 
Amusements;  arts  and   sciences.  3C1. 
Education  in  Mentz.     365* 
Public    instruction     throughout     the 

country.     371. 
The  code  Napoleon.     377. 
Military  service.     383^ 
The  beautiful  public  gardens.     385. 
St.  Peters  isle;  the  Lennenwald.  38t). 
Gonzenheim,    Laubenheim,     Oppco- 

heim.     387. 
Tho  clergy  of  Mentz.      388. 
Walks    iu    the  vicinity.      388. 
The  graves  and    the  aqueduct  of  the 

Romans   at  Zahlbach.      390. 
Lo\c  of  Napoleon;    aflcction  for  the 

dead      391. 
Horse    and  cattle- fair    at  Uochheiiii. 

395. 
Inns  in  Mentz.     397. 
A  modern  ark,  a  smoky  subject.  399. 
A  silver  spur;  romance  and  gallanlrT. 

403. 
Horse  manoeuvring.     407. 
Morgenthal,  its  stream  and   falls.     618. 
Mosbach  its  garden  etc.      12. 


N. 

Nassau,  castles,  bridge,  town  etc.  143. 
156. 

Nied,  its  antiquities.     599. 

Niederlahnstein  ,  the  comparison.      15T* 

Niederwald,  magnificent  view   etc.    220. 

Mcrstein  ,  the  bath  Sirona       613. 

Kfli'us  Vicus ,  the  remains  of  the  Ro- 
man between  Hcddcrnheim  aad 
Praunhcim,     601. 
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O. 

Oberhof,    a    Germau    iim    of   the    past- 
century.     133. 
OljerlaLnsleiu  ,  historical  notices.     159. 
0£brmoschci ,    quicksilver  mines.     436> 
Oberwesel ,     situation ,     churches     etc. 

iy4.    571. 
Otho,  king  of  Greece.     139. 
Oranienstcin  palace.     81. 


Pater&berg,     \iUage,    view    etc.      193. 

250. 
Pi'alzgrafensteiu  castle.     204.    207. 
Breaking -up  of  the  ice,  Rhine  dues. 

209. 
Rafts   and    navigation    of  the    Rhine. 

211. 
Planig ,     early    settlement    of    the    Ro- 
mans.    630. 


Relchenberg ,   castle ,    church   and   vil- 
lage.   252. 
Church  service,  burial  ground.   256. 
A  lovely    valley,    early    associations. 

257. 
An  unmannerly  cur;  all  nature.  259. 
Legend  of  the  castle.     267. 
A  true  conservative.    271. 
Reminiscences.    An  excellent  govern- 
ment.    307- 
Lofty  doings ;  the  fell  destroyer.    309. 
Rheinberg  castle.    215.     . 
Khciufels  castle ,  historical  etc.     295. 
A    council    of    war ;    treachery    and 
punisiiment.     301. 
Keifenberg    castle ,    festival    of   spring. 

561. 
-  Parly -coloured    allies  j    the    stillness 

of  death.     305- 
Rheinstein  castle,   lovely  situation,  rc- 

crection.     217. 
Rodclsheim ,  antiquities.     599. 
Riidcsbeim,  its  situation  j    four  castles. 
500. 


Schierstein ,  situation;  an  excellent  go- 
vernment arrangement;  the  farm 
of  Nurmburg.     14. 

Schaumburg  castle.     108. 

Schlangenbad,  its  lovely  situation,  its 
mineral  spring ,  for  what  com- 
plaints useful ;  analysis ,  renovat* 
ing  qualities.     25. 

Scharfenstcin  castle.     503. 

Sirona  bath  at  Nierslcin.     613. 

Sponheim  castle,  situation,  fine  tower. 
627, 


Soden,  its  haths,  situation,  antiquities. 
573. 

Sonnenherg  castle,  legend  .of  Sonnen- 
btrg.     539. 

Stauternheim.     627. 

Steamboats  on  the  Rhine.     236. 

StoUenfcls,  visit  of  Isabella  of  Eng- 
land; historical,     172. 

T. 

Tithes,    their   effect;    tithe  a  blessing. 

282.    312. 
Trechlingshausen  village  of.     618. 

w. 

Waldbockenhcim,  beautiful  new  church. 

627. 
Wambach ,  cheerfulness  of  people  ;  the 

progress  of  mental  cultivation.  30. 
Weilbach ,  miserable  village ,  but  good 

accommodation  at  the  Nassau  inn. 

610. 
Th^    excellent  mineral   spring.     61  i> 
CS>servations    of  Dr.  Franque    on  the 

water.    612. 
Improvements  at  the  spring.     612. 
Analysis  of  the  spring.     613. 
Wisperthal,    beautiful  scenery  and  ex- 
cellent mineral  spring;  chai:el.  214. 
Wiesbaden.    The  beautiful  scenery  en- 
compassing the  town.    Historical  of 
Wiesbaden.     508. 

The    Romans    in    possession    of    the 
town,  they  erect  one  of  their  strong 
castles  here.     511. 
ThcMatliakenHhe  aborigines  of  Wies- 
baden.    512. 
The  Normans,    and  the  Huns  in  pos- 
sessions of  the  town  and  Country. 
513. 
First   possession   of  the    country    by 

the  Count  of  Nassau.     514. 
Adolphus  of  Nassau  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many, his  character  and  death.  515. 
War  with  Epstein.    Lewis  of  Bavaria 
besieges  Wiesbaden.  Henry  of  Mentz 
overruns    the    land ,    and   destroys 
70    towns    and    villages.     Renewed 
war    with    Epstein.      War    of    the 
peasants.     515. 
Wiesbaden    destroyed    by    fire    1547. 
The  Spaniards  under  Spinola  in  1619 
in  the  town ;  the  Imperialists  in  1626. 
517. 
The    Bavarians    and    Imperialists    in 
1644    commit     dreadful     excesses. 
519. 
Wiesbaden      converted    into    a     wil- 
derness.    520. 
The  present  reigning  Duke.     521. 
The  baths.   Bathing  houses.  Inns  ett. 
523. 


636 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


Analysis  of  Ik*  sfviogs.    525* 

Medirioal  works  on  the  mintral  qua- 
lities of  the  naler.    525. 

Living  and  expcnces.   Gambling.  527. 

I*rivatt  institutions  for  education.  528. 

Ezlreme  attention  of  the  goTcrument 
to  the  comfort  of  visiters.    629* 

Amusements,  Pump  and  tasemhly 
rooms.    530. 

Different  plaj*  tables.     531. 

Museum,  Auliquilies  etc.  Banii  es- 
tablishraCBt.    531. 


in    the     Winter    seaio 


Wiesbaden 

533. 
Walks  in  the  vicinity.     534. 
The  Plalte,    the  hunting -seat  of  i! 

Duke  of  Nassau.     535. 
The  beautiful   prospect.     The    exii 

536. 
The  grounds  and  palace    of  Biberii 
and  the  reigning  family  of  Natss 

537. 


CORRECTIONS. 

!f  othwitlistanding  the  utmost  care  ,  ( from  the  difficulty  of  puh- 
lishing  a  work  in  a  language  totally  unknown  to  the  printers  of 
the  same),  numerous  errors  will  be  discovered  by  the  attentive 
reader ,  particularly  in  the  substitution  of  c  for  e ;  u  for  n ;  t  for 
1;  h  for  k;  and  vice  versa. 

Page  15,  line  4  from  the  top,  read:  exists.  P.  25,  1.  16  r: 
pursuance.  P.  26,  1.  13  and  15  r:  chronic.  P.  27,  1.  12  for  K. 
Z,  r:  C.  I.  P.  28,  1.  l4  add,  e,  to  femal.  P.  54,  1.  3  fr.  b.,  r: 
Oxyd.  P.  35,  1.  8  r:  Oxyd.  P.  78,  1.  2  fr  b,  add,  h,  in  EngUsh- 
men.  P.  108,  1.  10  for  H.  Z.  r:  G.  I.  P.  112,  1.  7  fr.  b.,  r: 
bigotry.  P.  124,  1.  14  fr.  b.,  r:  luckily.  P.  126,  1.  2  fr.  b. , 
omit,  in.  P.  139,  1.  6  fr.  b. ,  rt  erroneous.  P.  153,  1.  15  fr.  b., 
r:  doubtless.  P.  245,  1.  14  fr.  b«,  substitute  sfor  e,  in  characterize. 
P.  256,  1.  4  fr.  b.,  r:  as  is,  for  a  sis.  P.  256,  1.  4  fr.  b.,  r: 
against.  P.  260,  L  7,  r:  perhaps.  P.  260,  1.  11  r:  feminine. 
P.  281,  1.  15  fr.  b.,  for  Boke  read  Coke.  P.  2U7,  1.  2  fr.  b. , 
for.  latter  r:  former.  P.  307,  1.  3  fr  b.,  r:  eulogium.  P.  309, 
1.  2  r:  country.  P.  348,  1.  12  fr.  b.,  for,  its,  r:  it  is«  P.  368, 
b.  1.,  read  for  Mad.  Mignon,  Miss  A.  Gcsell.  P.  396,  1.  7  r: 
quadrupeds.  P.  396 ,  1.  9  r :  a  comma  for  a  full  stop.  P.  409 , 
1.19  r:  for  Mr.,  Mrs.  P.  418,  1.  13  r:  conversation.  P.  418,  1.  8 
fr.  b. ,  r:  affection.  P.  432,  1.  11,  for,  an,  r:  a.  P.  433,  1.  9. 
fr.  b.,  r:  licentious.  P.  455,  1.  11  r:  ruins.  P.  495,  1.  13  r:  de- 
generated. P.  495,  1.  14  r:  victories  accomplished.  P.  509,  1.  12 
r :  against  his.  P.  561,  1.  2  fr.  b  ,  after  few,  read,  such.  P.  563, 
1.  26  for  ccse  r:  case.  P.  566,  1.  3  fr.  b,  r:  leaves.  P.  566, 
1.  10  fr.  b.,  omit,  in.  P.  568,  1.  7  r:  debtor.  P.  570,  b  line 
,  r:  particular.  P.  571,  1.  10  r :  of,  before  Cesar.  P.  571,  1.  12 
r :  overran.  P.  573,  1.  1  and  2  r :  particular  work  on  the  various 
castles  in  this,  and  several  other  parts  of  this  highly  interesting 
country.  P.  573,  1.  12  r:  occasion.  P.  579,  1.  2  fr.  b. ,  omit,  a. 
P.  600,  1.  14  fr.  b.,  r:  opulent.  P.  608,  1.  6  fr.  b.,  a  mason's 
iron  trowel.  P.  619,  1.  17  r:  where,  for  were.  P.  620,  1.  4  r: 
of  wine.  P.  622,  1.  3  for  b.,  r:  tired.  P.  623,  1.  1  r:  Burdett. 
P.  628 ,  1.  2  fr.  b. ,  r :  visit  to. 
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